Web Resources
(1]
NSS/NCC/NYKS/UBA Volunteers
for Dissemination of Information
on

National Education Policy 2020

Ministry of Education
Government of India
New Delhi




Web Resources

for

NSS/NCC/NYKS/UBA Volunteers

for Dissemination of Information

on
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020

Ministry of Education
Government of India
New Delhi



© Ministry of Education
Government of India

New Delhi
September 2020
Published by : Ministry of Education
Government of India
New Delhi
Designed and Printed by : Chandu Press

D-97, Shakarpur, Delhi-110092
Ph. : +91 9810519841, 011-22526936
E-mail : chandupress@gmail.com



Table of Contents

Highlights of NEP from Hon'ble President of India Shri Ram Nath Kovind’s

address at Governors Conference on 7.9.2020.........cotiriirieniinenienienieeie ettt naeens 5
Highlights of Hon’ble PM’s address on INED ......co.coviiiiriiiiiiniiiciiencccceeeseeeesieeeeeeens 8
Presentation on NEP 2020 — D/O School Education & Literacy (English) .........cccccevenennnenn. 16
Presentation on NEP 2020 — D/O Higher Education (English) ........cccoooeciiiiniinnn. 25
Presentation on NEP 2020 — D/O School Education & Literacy ........ccccceveeveinenveenencnnencnn 32
Presentation on NEP 2020 — D/O Higher Education (Hindi) .......ccccocviiniiiiinininininn 41
Salient Features Of National Education Policy 2020 .......cccoeeririeieniiienieneneneeeeeeeeeeenen 48
Salient Features of NEP 2020 -Hindi .....cocoeviirieriieiiinienieieeeeee e 68
Salient Features of NEP 2020 - UrdU c.coveeveeuirieieieieriesiesieseeiteteeteesie ettt 76
Salient Features of NEP 2020 - ASSAIMESE ...eveeuverueerieeieriieieeiesieeeesseesseessesseesseessesseessesssessees 84
Salient Features of NEP 2020 -Bengali........cccociviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiicicccecee 90
Salient Features of NEP 2020 ~GUJATati..c..ccceerrereeieirienieieeneieenieneesieseeeeiesseseeseesesseeenenne 99
Salient Features of NEP 2020 - Kannada........ccccoeceerieiienieniieiiiienieeieeeseeie e 105
Salient Features of NEP 2020 -Malayalam .......cccccoviviiiiininieininccnccencece e 110
Salient Features of NEP 2020 - Manipuri.....cccccevecirerierieininieineneieesrcneeeseseeeeeereeeeenes 116
Salient Features of NEP 2020 - Marathi.......ccecuerieriiniinininieieeieesesiesese e 125
Salient Features of NEP 2020 - Odia..cc.coueeirieieiiiinienienierieeiteteteiesese et 127
Salient Features of NEP 2020 -Punjabi ....cc.ccooeviiiriniiiiiiiiciinceecceceeeenen 132
Salient Features of NEP 2020 - Tamil.....cocoeoiiiiiiiiinieniesiineseieeeeeiesese e 137
Salient Features of NEP 2020 - TelUgU...c.cveuerrerieirinieieiniiicieencreesceeeieseeeee e 148
National Education Policy 2020 — Full Text in English.........cccooveiniiiiiniiniiiinces 154
National Education Policy 2020 — Full Text in Hindi.....cccocevverieineneininiciiinciccecnceene 218
Infographics on NEP 2020 110 PAGE ....ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccececceeeeeeeees 324
Link to Video Films on NEP 2020.......cc.ciciiiiiiieieieieniesiereeieeiteeet et sttt see e

NOTE : MORE DETAILED RESOURCES ON VARIOUS THEMES OF NEP 2020
CAN BE ACCESSED FROM THE WEBSITE OF THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

AT THE LINK https://www.mhrd.gov.in/shikshakparv/







Highlights of NEP from Hon’ble President of India Shri
Ram Nath Kovind’s address at Governors
Conference on 7.9.2020

Formulation of NEP

The New Education Policy has been formulated after an unprecedented and extensive process of
consultations. I have been told that in formulating this policy, more than two lakh suggestions
received from two and a half lakh Gram Panchayats, more than twelve and a half thousand local
bodies and about 675 districts have been taken into consideration. Due to such a nationwide and
extensive participation, this Education Policy truly embodies national expectations and solutions.

Vision of NEP

This Education Policy will be able to take the countrymen, especially the youth forward in
accordance with the needs and aspirations of the 21st century. It is not only a policy document,
but a reflection of the aspirations of the learners and citizens of India.

Education is the most effective means of social justice and personal advancement. There is no better
investment than that in education to improve the future of society. With the help of the Education
Policy, we have to nurture students who are imbued with national pride as well as a sense of global
well-being and can truly become global citizens. Through this policy, the nature of India’s education
system in the digital and globalized world has been clearly enunciated. Special emphasis has been
laid on inclusion of people from socially and economically disadvantaged groups or SEDGs into
the education system.

Foundational Literacy and Numeracy

The highest priority of this education system will be to provide foundational literacy and numeracy
to all children at primary school level by the year 2025. The structure of higher education can
stand only on this foundation. Teachers will have a central role in bringing about the fundamental
changes being made in the education system. It has been made clear in this Education Policy that
the most promising people should be selected for the teaching profession. Their decent livelihood,
dignity and autonomy should be ensured.

To give a strong foundation to school education, it is targeted to create by the next year i.e. 2021, a
new and comprehensive curriculum for teachers education based on this Education Policy. Teachers
education is a part of higher education. Therefore, at the State level, all of you have to achieve the
very important goals related to teachers education. In this context, there is a provision for starting
sound, multi-disciplinary and integrated teachers education programs. By the year 2030, only
high-quality institutions will remain functional in this area.

Vocational Education

In view of the global scenario, a new ambitious approach has been adopted in the area of Vocational
Education. According to the 12th Five-Year Plan estimates, less than 5 percent of the workforce
in India received formal vocational education. This number was 52 percent in the United States,
75 percent in Germany, and 96 percent in South Korea. Given the need to accelerate the spread
of vocational education in India, it has been decided that at least 50 percent of the students in the
school and higher education systems will be provided exposure to vocational education by the year
2025. This will help realise true potential of our demographic dividend. The Lok-Vidya evolved in
the Indian tradition will be linked to vocational education by higher education institutions. It has
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been made clear in this policy that vocational education will be considered as a part of mainstream
education and such education will be given equal status. This will make our children and youth
more skilled and also generate among them respect for the dignity of labour.

Three language formula

The Education Policy envisions an education system that derives inspiration from our rich tradition
and is also modern and futuristic in outlook. From the view point of pedagogy and child psychology,
it has been acknowledged that the mother tongue should be the medium of primary education. In
line with this approach, the Education Policy adopts the spirit of the three language formula. The
Policy puts emphasis on the Indian languages, arts and culture. This will develop creative potential
in the students and further strengthen the Indian languages. It will be helpful in preserving the
unity and integrity of our country characterised by great linguistic diversity.

Promotion of Indian languages

The promotion of Indian languages, arts and culture has been given special importance in the
National Education Policy because they are important for India’s identity as well as economy. One
hundred tourist places will be identified to introduce to the students India’s cultural richness and
diversity. Students will be taken to those places on study tours by the institutions so that they
understand the multifaceted civilization, culture, knowledge systems, science and literature of our
country. All of you can get prepared good study material about such places in your respective
5 states. You can also give necessary directions for the development of tourist facilities at such
places.

Multi-disciplinary Education

Drawing inspiration from ancient universities like Taxila, Nalanda, Vallabhi and Vikramashila, it
has been recommended to establish large and multi-disciplinary universities and higher education
institutions or clusters. Multi-disciplinary Education and Research Universities i.e. MERU will be
set up with the aim of achieving world-class quality education. This will enable the development of
qualified, versatile and creative youth in every part of the country. 17. Such efforts will increase the
number of international students in India. India will emerge as a global study destination where
excellent education will be available at affordable cost. High performing Indian universities will be
encouraged to set up campuses in other countries. Also, the worlds top universities will be allowed
to come to India and impart education.

It is targeted to set up at least one large multi-disciplinary higher education institution in or around
each district by 2030 to provide higher education in underserved regions. For this, several steps
will have to be taken at the State level. Good higher education institutions are to be set up in
Aspirational Districts and Special Education Zones. This will be an important step in the interest
of 6 socially and economically disadvantaged groups. An effort will be made to make education
accessible to all by leveraging technology for online and digital education.

Autonomy to Educational Institutions

Besides access, opportunity and quality, accountability has also been fixed in the Education Policy.
This Policy also recommends giving greater autonomy to educational institutions and faculty. 20.
It has been observed that the level of investment in research and innovation is 2.8 percent of GDP
in the US, 4.2 percent in South Korea and 4.3 percent in Israel as compared to only 0.7 percent
in India. To give impetus to a large and vibrant economy like India, it is necessary to encourage
knowledge-creation and research. The Central and State governments will have to increase the
percentage of investment in research and innovation.



Promoting Research

A National Research Foundation will be constituted to guide quality academic research in all
fields. To promote a research-culture, all universities and higher education institutions will work
with the National Research Foundation.

Use of technology

The use of technology and its integration will accelerate reforms in the learning process and lead
to better results. For this, the National Educational Technology Forum NETF will be established.
NETF will provide consultation to the state government agencies also. All aspects of the education
system will be made simpler and more accessible with the help of technology. Research and
technology-use will be encouraged in the context of Artificial Intelligence so that effective changes
may be carried out in areas such as healthcare, agriculture and climate-change.

Implementation

After the announcement of the National Education Policy, discussions have started at various levels
and areas. This policy has been welcomed by academics, parents, students and general public. It is
being said that if changes are effectively brought about in accordance with this policy, India will
emerge as an education superpower.

At present, more than two and a half crore students get education in more than 400 state universities
and more than 40,000 colleges affiliated to them. State universities have a special responsibility
from this point of view. Mostly, Governors are Chancellors of these universities. Governors need to
contribute to the implementation of the Education Policy by establishing dialogue and coordination
with universities, colleges, institutions and other stakeholders. I am told that some states have
already started consultation in the direction of implementation of the Education Policy through
virtual conferences etc. All such efforts are commendable.

Iwouldlike all the Governors to have a theme-based virtual conference with regard to implementation
of the new Education Policy in their states. After carrying out extensive consultations on the various
aspects of the Education Policy, you may like to send your important suggestions to the Union
Ministry of Education so that they can be utilised in the entire country. All the Governors and
Education Ministers have important responsibilities in the implementation of reccommendations of
the National Education Policy. I am sure that by contributing to the implementation of the NEP,
all of you will be playing an important role in transforming India into a knowledge hub.

There are inter-state variations on the various parameters related to education. States have to adopt
the measures recommended in the National Education Policy according to their local conditions,
characteristics and expectations. In order to effectively implement this Education Policy, the Central
and State governments will have to work relentlessly in coordination with all the stakeholders.
In order to ensure timely implementation of the recommendations of this Policy in the sphere
of higher education, it is necessary to appoint highly qualified and deserving persons to fill the
vacancies of the Vice Chancellors and Faculty in the universities.



Highlights of Hon’ble PM’s address on NEP

Comprehensive Deliberations

Friends! The National Education Policy has been approved after comprehensive deliberations and
suggestions from lakhs of people spread over 3-4 years. It is being discussed in detail in the country.
People from different regions and different ideologies have been reviewing the National Education
Policy and giving their views. This is a healthy debate. The country’s education system will benefit
a lot through these debates. This is a matter of happiness that nobody from any region or strata said
that it was a biased policy. This is an indicator that people are finally getting to see the changes that
they wanted in the decades-old education system.

Work on the National Education Policy began 4-5 years ago. Lakhs of people from villages and
cities across the country and the experienced people associated with the education sector had given
their feedback and suggestions. More than two lakh people had also offered their suggestions on
the different aspects of the draft education policy. That means parents, students, academicians,
teachers, education managers, professionals, all have contributed in this regard. The National
Education Policy is now being welcomed everywhere due to the nectar that has emerged after such
profound, extensive and diversified discussions.

Shaping the resolve and competence of a self-reliant India

This policy will shape the resolve and competence of a self-reliant India. Naturally, our preparations
and awareness should also be in sync with this enormous resolve. Most of you have studied the
nuances of the National Education Policy. Therefore, it is equally important that there should
be continuous discussion on the nuances and the purposes of the reform of this magnitude. The
country will be able to successfully implement the National Education Policy after resolving all the
doubts and questions.

NEP is people centric and future centric

The National Education Policy will lay the foundation of the new India, the 21 century India.
The National Education Policy focuses on the education and skills needed for the youth of the
21% century India.

The new National Education Policy is also a powerful means of meeting the new aspirations and
new requirements of a New India.

Focus on learning rather than studying

This education policy lays special emphasis to make India more powerful, to take it to new heights,
to empower the Indian citizens and to make available maximum opportunities to them. Indian
student will be able to play a constructive role in the nation building if he studies in a scientific way
and according to the changing environment, whether he is in nursery or in college.

The new education policy focuses on learning rather than studying and emphasizes on critical
thinking beyond the curriculum. There is a strong emphasis on passion, practicality and performance
rather than the process. There is also focus on foundation learning and languages; learning outcomes
and teacher training. Widespread reforms have been undertaken on access and assessment in this
policy. It demonstrates a way to empower each student.

As children progress in classes, they should develop a spirit to learn more; children’s minds, their
brain should start thinking scientifically and logically. It is very important that they should develop
mathematical thinking and scientific temperament. And mathematical thinking does not mean
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that children solve only mathematics problems, but it is a way of thinking. These are the ways
we have to teach them. The approach should be to understand every issue, the aspects of life
mathematically and logically, so that the brain can analyse in different perspectives. This approach,
the development of mind and brain is very important, and, therefore, the National Education
Policy has given a lot of attention to its modalities. Many among you, many principals, may be
thinking that we already do it in our school. But there are still many schools where it does not
happen. It is also necessary to have a common perception. This is also a major reason why I am
talking to you today in so much detail, and precisely.

When you learn, you get the wisdom to question. When you question, you get out-of-the-box
methods to solve problems. When you do that, you grow. Due to your effort, our nation grows.
Our planet prospers. Friends, India’s National Education Policy reflects these spirits. We are shifting
from: The burden of the school bag, which does not last beyond school - to the boon of learning
which help for life; from simply memorizing to critical thinking. For years, the limitations of the
system had an adverse effect on the lives of students. No longer! The National Education Policy
reflects the aspirations of young India. It is not process centric; it is people centric and future
centric.

We will have to promote similar easy and new practices. Our experiments should be the guiding
principle of the New Age learning -- Engage, Explore, Experience, Express, and Excel. That is,
students should engage in activities, events and projects according to their interests. They should
explore it accordingly. He should learn these activities, events and projects from his own experience
and with different perspectives. It can be their personal experience and collaborative experience as
well. Then the children should learn to express themselves in a very constructive manner. This is
a way to excel when all these things are combined. For example, we can take the children to hills,
historical places, farms and safe manufacturing units.

Early Childhood Care & Education, 5+3+3+4 school curriculum

Friends, a new world order is emerging with a new look in the changing scenario. A new global
standard is also getting readied. Therefore, it was necessary that India should effect changes in its
education system. In order to change the school curriculum from 10+2 structure to 5+3+3+4 is a
step in this direction. We have to make our students global citizens. Simultaneously, we also have to
keep in mind that they stay connected to their roots. The format of this national education policy
has been decided after encompassing all points from roots to the world, from man to mankind,
from past to modernity.

The life of the future depends largely on childhood. Children’s education, the environment they
get, determines to a large extent, how they will become as a person in the future, what will be their
personality. Therefore, the National Education Policy has placed a lot of emphasis on children’s
education. During pre-school, the child takes the first step to come out of the care of his parents
and the relaxed home environment. This is the first stage when children begin to realize their senses,
their skills in a much better way. This requires schools and teachers who can provide children
the environment of fun learning, playful learning, activity-based learning and discovery-based
learning.

Friends, the 5+3+3+4 system has been very carefully introduced in the National Education Policy
in place of the old 10+2. The Early Childhood Care and Education has been included in it as a
foundation. Today, we find that the pre-school playful education is confined to private schools in
cities. It will now reach the villages, the houses of the poor, the rich, the villages, the cities. This will
be available to children everywhere. The focus on fundamental education is the most important
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aspect of this policy. Under the National Education Policy, the development of Foundational
Literacy and Numeracy will be taken up as a national mission. Knowledge of elementary language,
knowledge of numbers, development of the ability to read and understand general articles in
children, this is very essential. Before a child reads to learn in future, it is important that he learns
to read in the beginning. This development journey from Learn To Read to Read To Learn will be
completed through Foundational Literacy and Numeracy.

Friends, when education is linked to the surroundings, it leaves an impact on the entire life of the
student and the entire society as well.

Focus on Research and Innovation

The 21st century is the era of knowledge. This is the time to increase focus on: Learning, Research
and Innovation. And, this is exactly what India’s National Education Policy, 2020 does. This Policy
wants to make your School, College and University experience: Fruitful, Broad-based; one that
guides you to your natural passions.

Inter-disciplinary study

Among the most exciting things of the Policy is the emphasis on inter-disciplinary study. This
concept has been gaining popularity; and rightly so. One size does not fit all. One subject does not
define who you are. There are no limits to discovering something new. Human history has many
examples of stalwarts who have excelled in diverse areas. Be it Aryabhata, Leonardo da Vinci, Helen
Keller, Gurudev Tagore. Now, we have done away with some traditional boundaries between arts,
science and commerce. If someone is interested, they can learn: Maths and Music together, or
Coding and Chemistry together. This will ensure the focus is on what the student wants to learn
rather than what the student is expected to, by society. Inter-disciplinary studies gives you control.
In the process, it also makes you flexible.

When the children will be connected with their culture, language and traditions at the foundation
stage, the education will not only become very effective and easy, but the children will also relate
to it. Under the National Education Policy, the democratic values of learning without any pressure,
paucity and influence have been made part of our education policy in a real sense. The pressure on
the students regarding streams, have been done away with.

Now, our youths would be able to study according to their interest and aptitude. Earlier, the
students used to choose a stream beyond their capability due to pressure. By the time they would
realize this, it would be very late. The result was the student would either drop out or somehow
complete his degree. I understand it, in fact, you know better than me that this has created so many
problems in our country; this was the root of several problems. While there is a solution to these
problems in the National Education Policy, the students will also greatly benefit from the academic

bank of credit.

The previous education policy had also tied up options for our students. For example, a student
who opted for Science could not study Arts or Commerce. For those with Arts-Commerce, it was
assumed that they have opted for History, Geography, Accounts because they are poor in Science.
But in reality, can all the work be done with the knowledge of only one field? In reality all subjects
are related to each other. Every learning is inter-related. Students opt for one subject, but later
they feel that they could do better in some other field. But the present system does not provide an
opportunity for change or to connect with new possibilities. This has also been a major reason for
the dropout of many students. Therefore, with the National Education Policy students are given
freedom to choose any subject. I see this as a major improvement. Now our youth will not have to
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fit in any one of the brackets of Science, Humanity or Commerce. Every student of the country
and his talents will now receive every opportunity.

Holistic report card instead of a mark-sheet

National education policy also addresses another very major problem. There are very experienced
and knowledgeable people present here, you must have felt that in our country, instead of learning
driven education, marks and marks-sheet driven education dominates. Children also learn when
they are playing, talking to the family, or going outside with you. But often parents do not ask
the children what they have learned. But they too would ask about the marks. How much did
you score in the test? Can a test or a mark-sheet be a parameter for children’s learning and mental
development? Today, the truth is that the marksheet has become a mental pressure sheet and the
family’s prestige sheet. Removing this stress from education is one of the main objectives of the
National Education Policy.

The examination should be such, that it does not put unnecessary pressure on the students. And the
attempt is not to evaluate the students only through an examination, but to evaluate various aspects
of the development of the students by self-assessment and Peer-to-Peer assessment. Therefore, under
the National Education Policy, emphasis has been laid on Holistic report card instead of a mark-
sheet. Holistic report card will be a wide sheet of unique potential, aptitude, attitude, talent, skills,
efficiency, competency and possibilities of students. A new National Assessment Center “Parakh”
will also be established for the overall improvement of the evaluation system.

Focus on mother tongue

Friends, there is no dispute that children learn faster if they have the same language which they
speak at home and the language which is taught in school. This is the main reason why a consensus
has been arrived at to provide education to the children till Class 5 in their mother tongue, as
far as possible. Not only will it make the children’s foundation stronger, their base will also be
strengthened while pursuing higher studies.

Language has always been a sensitive topic in our country. One of the major reasons for the same
is that we have left the local languages to their own fate. They have very little chance to grow
and thrive. Now with the changes brought in the education policy, the languages of India will
progress, and develop further. These will not only increase the knowledge about India, but will also
strengthen the unity of India. There are many rich compositions in our Indian languages. We have
centuries of knowledge and experience; all of them will expand further. This will also introduce the
world to the rich languages of India. And a huge benefit will be that the students will get to learn
in their mother tongue in their formative years.

With this, there will be a lot of opportunity for them to grow and blossom their talent. They will
be able to become comfortable and motivated to learn new things without pressure and will be able
to connect with education. Anyway, if you look at the list of the top 20 countries of the world on
the basis of GDD, you will see that most of the countries provide education in their mother tongue.
These countries develop the thinking and understanding of the youth in their own language and
also emphasize on other languages to communicate with the world. The same policy and strategy is
going to be very useful for 21st century India as well. India has an amazing treasure of languages,
one life is not enough to learn them and today the world too is eager for it.

Since the introduction of the National Education Policy, there has been a very strong discussion
regarding the language of instruction/teaching for children? What changes are being made? Here,
we need to understand it scientifically that language is the medium of education, language is not
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complete education. Some people who are stuck solely in bookish knowledge forget this difference.
Therefore, in whatever language a child can learn easily, the same should be the language of
instruction.

Many of you would know that all of the countries with top ranking in 2018 Programme for
International Student Assessment- PISA, such as Estonia, Ireland, Finland, Japan, South Korea,
Poland, impart primary education in their respective mother tongues. It is natural that the learning
will be faster in the language that the children listen to at home.

Therefore, under the National Education Policy, as far as possible, the local language, mother
tongue, is stated as the medium of instruction for education up to at least grade five. I see that some
people are confused about it. There is no restriction on learning or teaching languages other than
mother tongue in the National Education Policy. It would be good if the children can read and
learn all the foreign languages that are helpful on the international platform along with English.
But at the same time, all Indian languages should also be promoted, so that our youth can get
acquainted with the language of different states of the country and their culture. Every region will
have a strong relationship with one another.

Focus on learning coding

The future is going to be quite different from our present-day world today. We can see and feel its
requirements right now. In such a scenario, we have to equip our students with the skills of the
21st century. What will these 21St Century Skills be? These will be - Critical Thinking -Creativity
-Collaboration -Curiosity and Communication. Our students must understand the sustainable
future, sustainable science and think in that direction. This is the need of the hour! It is very
important. Therefore, students should learn coding early in life, understand Artificial Intelligence,
Internet of Things, Cloud Computing, Data Science and Robotics. We have to ensure all of this.

Higher Education
Multiple entry and exits options

In the National Education Policy, flexibility has been given great importance. There are provisions
for multiple entry and exits. No one way street for a student. The Under-Graduate experience can
either be a three or four year journey. Students will enjoy the advantages of an Academic Bank of
Credit, which will store all the academic credits acquired. These can be transferred and counted in
the final degree. Such flexibility was long needed in our education system. I am happy the National
Education Policy has addressed this aspect.

Now, the students will also have the freedom to leave a particular course in between and take
admission in another course if they wish to. For this, they can take a break from the first course
for a certain period of time and join the second course. This is the thought behind getting higher
education free of streams, providing multiple entry-exits, and Credit Bank. We are moving towards
an era where a person will not stay in the same profession throughout his life. Change is inevitable.
For this, the person will have to constantly re-skill and up-skill himself. This has also been taken
into consideration in the National Education Policy.

Gross Enrolment Ratio to 50 per cent by 2035

National Education Policy is big on access to education starting from primary education. In Higher
Education, the aim is to increase Gross Enrolment Ratio to 50 per cent by 2035. Other efforts be
it Gender Inclusion Fund, Special Education Zones, options for Open and Distance Learning will

also help.

12



Emphasis on creating job creators rather than job seekers

This education policy emphasizes on creating job creators rather than job seekers. That is, in a way
it is an attempt to bring reform in our mindset, in our approach. The focus of this policy is to create
a self-reliant youth who will be able to decide whether to do a job, take up a service or become an
entrepreneut.

It is very essential for the youth to be skillful in order to make India self-reliant. Our youth will be
better prepared for the future due to vocational exposure since childhood. Practical learning will
not only increase employability of our young friends in the country, but their participation will
also increase in the global job market. It is said in our country that 31 oll 9IgT: ddI Jog fdad: i.e.,
one should accept good ideas, no matter from which direction they come. India has been a global
centre of knowledge from ancient times. We are striving to make India a knowledge economy in
the 21 century. The new education policy is a big step in the direction of achieving this resolve.

Integration of Global with Local

The New Education Policy has another special feature. The focus is on integrating it with Global as
much as the focus is on Local. While emphasis has been laid on giving a natural place to local folk
arts and disciplines, classical art and knowledge, the Top Global Institutions are also invited to open
campuses in India. With this, our youth will not only get Word Class Exposure and Opportunities
in India but will also be more prepared for the Global Competition. This will also help in building
world-class institutions in India, making India a hub of global education.

Focus towards futuristic technology and research

Friends, the world expects a lot from the 21st century India. India bears the capability of providing
Talent and Technology to the world. The National Education Policy addresses this responsibility
that we bear towards the world. The solutions suggested by the National Education Policy aim to
develop the mindset towards futuristic technology. Technology has given us a medium to reach the
students of far-flung areas- at minimal expenditure, effectively and with a great amount of speed.
We must make the most out of the Technology.

Through this education policy, we will get help in developing a better course and content which
is based on technology. Whether it emphasizes on basic computing, coding or research oriented
activities, this not only would change the education system but would also act as a medium to
change the approach of the entire society. The concept of Virtual lab would carry forward the
dreams of better education to my young friends, who could never study these subjects before as lab
experiments were essential. The National Education Policy would play a big role in bridging the
gap between Research and Education in our country.

In view of the rapidly changing times, comprehensive provisions have been made in the National
Education Policy keeping in view the future. As technology is expanding to villages and is becoming
accessible to the poorest of the poor in the country, the deprived, the backward and the tribal
communities, their access to information and knowledge is also increasing,.

Autonomy to Institutions

In the firstapproach, it shows mistrust towards the non-governmental organisations and on the other
hand, the second approach treats autonomy as an entitlement. The path to good quality education
lies in the midway of both the opinions. The institutions which strive for quality education must
be rewarded with freedom.It helps in encouragement of building of quality and gives everyone an
incentive to grow. Before the advent of National Education Policy, we have seen in the recent years,
that how our government has started the initiative to give autonomy to institutions. I hope that
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with the development of National Education Policy, the process of autonomisation of educational
institutions would also gather speed.

Best international institution campuses in India for youths

The new National Education Policy has opened doors for establishment of the best international
institution campuses in India for youths of ordinary families and to tackle brain drain. When
the international level top campuses are established in the country, the tendency to go abroad for
education will also reduceand our universitiesand colleges will also become more competitive. Online
education is another aspect of it, which ends all the limitations regarding local or international
schooling.

Implementation of NEP

There will be several questions and you are discussing them as well. Most of these questions relate
to its implementation, like how the curriculum will be designed, how the syllabus and content
will be prepared in local languages? Regarding libraries, regarding the digital and online content
of education which has been proposed in the policy, how will these take place. Whether we will
not miss our goals in the absence of resources? Naturally, there will be several questions regarding
administration in your mind. All these questions are important also.

We all are working together to solve each question. There is a continuous dialogue taking place
in the Ministry of Education. The views and feedback of each and every stakeholder in the states
are also being heard with an open mind. Ultimately, we all have to sort out all the doubts and
apprehensions. The way this policy has come about with flexibility of vision, similarly, we all will
have to demonstrate maximum flexibility for its implementation.

The effort behind the concept of graded autonomy is to encourage healthy competition among every
college and university and the institutions should be rewarded according to their performance. This
is our collective responsibility that we implement the purpose of the National Education Policy
(NEP-2020) in letter and spirit. This is my special request to all of you to organize more such
virtual conferences in the universities of your states and Union Territories before September 25.
The idea is to have the better understanding of the National Education Policy as we move ahead.
Once again, I offer my gratitude to all of you for taking your time out.

Now, we have to implement the new National Education Policy in a very effective manner. And
all of us will do it together. I know, many of you are having several questions in your mind after
the announcement of the National Education Policy. What is this education policy? How is it
different? What changes will it herald in the system of the schools and colleges? What is there for a
teacher in this education policy? What is there for a student? And most importantly, what needs to
be done for its successful implementation and how? These questions are legitimate and necessary
also. And therefore, we have all gathered here in this programme so that we can discuss it and make
a way forward. I am told that yesterday, all of you discussed these things for hours in a very detailed
way.

Teachers participation in implementation of NEP

Teachers should prepare learning material according to themselves, children should create their
own toy museums, there should be a community library at school to connect with parents, there
should be a multilingual dictionary with pictures and there should be kitchen gardens in schools.
Many of such topics have been discussed and new ideas given. I am happy that our principals and
teachers are enthusiastically participating in this campaign to implement the National Education
Policy.
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A few days ago, the Ministry of Education had also sought suggestions from teachers across the
country on the Mygov portal for implementation of the National Education Policy. More than 15
lakh suggestions have been received within a week. These suggestions will help in implementing
the National Education Policy in a more effective manner. The Ministry of Education is organizing
a number of programmes to create more awareness in this regard.

You all.. the teachers of the country, are the pioneers of this journey of National Education. Whether
it is learning in a new way, or a new exam through ‘Parakh’, the teachers have to lead the students
on this new journey. Because, no matter how advanced the plane is, it is flown by a Pilot. Therefore,
all the teachers also have to learn a lot of new things, as well as unlearn a lot of old things. This
is our collective responsibility that when we complete 75 years of independence in 2022, every
student of India shall study as per the guidelines laid down under National Education Policy. I
call upon all the teachers, administrators, voluntary organizations and parents to cooperate in this
national mission. I am confident that with the support of all the teachers, the country will be able
to implement the National Education Policy successfully.

I am sure, the teachers of my country will carry this forward as a mission, for the bright future
of India and will do it diligently. Every child of the country is ready to accept your education,
follow your ideals and reflect upon your intentions. He is ready to work hard day and night. Once
the teacher says it, he is ready to accept everything. I think parents, teachers and government
organizations, everyone will have to work together. I am sure, since 5th of September, people from
all walks of life, are constantly working to carry forward this ongoing festival of knowledge. This
effort will bring good results.. bring good results ahead of the time. And this will be achieved due
to the spirit of collective duty.

National Curriculum Framework to be developed by 2022

The National Education Policy has been formulated in such a way so as to reduce the syllabus
and focus on fundamental things. A National Curriculum Framework will be developed to make
learning integrated, interdisciplinary, fun based with complete experience. It has also been decided
that in 2022, when we celebrate 75 years of independence, our students will move towards a new
future with this new curriculum. It will also be forward looking, future ready and a scientific-based
curriculum. Suggestions will be taken from everyone for the same and everyone’s recommendations
and modern education systems will be included in it.

*okkk
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Development
Government of India

NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY, 2020

For youth volunteers

Vision of the National Education Policy, 2020

“This National Education Policy aims at building a global best education system rooted in Indian ethos, and aligned with the principles
enunciated above, thereby transforming India into a global knowledge superpower”

National Education Policy, 2020
3 4

Accountability
Quality
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Indian Ethos

Ethics and human & Constitutional values

Equity, Inclusion and respect for diversity
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Role of Volunteers in the Implementation in the National Education Policy

“Efforts will be made to involve community and alumni in volunteer efforts for enhancing learning
by providing at schools: one-on-one tutoring, the teaching of literacy and holding of extra-help
sessions; teaching support and guidance for educators, career guidance and mentoring to
students; etc.”

Extensive field studies and analyses, both in India and across the world, clearly demonstrate
that volunteerism and community involvement and mobilization are key success factors of adult
literacy programmes.”

“Databases of literate volunteers, retired scientists/government/semi government employees,
alumni, and educators will be created for this purpose”

- NEP, 2020

w

Play-based and activity-based teaching in Early childhood Care & Education
(ECCE) for school readiness

Benefits of Exposure to Quality ECCE

85% of a child's brain develops before the age of 6

8J(C

* Prior to the age of 5 every child will move to a “Preparatory Class” or “Balavatika”
which has an ECCE-qualified teacher

Children less likely to dropout of schools

Reduction in behavioral issues throughout

school journey
+ ECCE ideally consists of flexible, multi-faceted, multi-level, play-based, activity-based,

and discovery-based learn

Improvement in the social skills of the
children

Improved enrollments in school

More likely to complete secondary
education

Better learning outcomes in later grades

+ National Curriculum Framework for ECCE will be developed (NCFECCE)
+ Anganwadis centres will be strengthened
+ ECCE training for Teachers will be designed

Larger attention span and overall better

retention of information
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Teachers to Shift to Competency-based Teaching, Learning & Assessment

@ B %

Promoting Critical and creative ~ Shifting traditional assessmentsto Track student progress Design tools and resources to
thinking aligned to the 21 century competency focused comprehensively and acquire Learning outcomes
in classrooms frequently

Promoting Sport-integrated & Art-Integrated Learning

Reducing curriculum to the core essentials to minimise
rote-learning

in Classroom for Holistic Development

i . 50

Communication

00
AA

Critical Thinking

Social
Responsibility

2
B0
Health & Fitness |

Al
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Transforming assessments & tracking student progress across school years

To track progress throughout the school years, and not just at the end of Grades 10 and 12 & planning ﬁ{f
improvements to schools and teaching-learning processes - all students will take school examinations in ?
Grades 3,5,and 8 f

: I\
(S -~

(\3
\

P
\y an
S
Grade 8
Grade 5
Grade 3

Achievement of basic learning outcomes, through assessment of core concepts and knowledge from the national and local curricula, along
with relevant higher-order skills and application of knowledge in real-life situations, rather than rote memorization.

Student progress cards will be redesigned to assess Holistic development

360 degrees Holistic Progress Cards

The holistic progress card will form an important link

between home and school and will be accompanied by I“
parent-teacher meetings in order to actively involve
parents in their children’s holistic education and Progress in project-  Quizzes, role plays,  Self-assessment and
development based and inquiry- group WOI‘k, peer assessment
based learning portfolio, etc.
Progress in Interactive Teacher Assessment

cognitive, affective questionnaires for
and psychomotor

; Parents, Teachers &
domains

students
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Teaching learning will leverage the power of Multilingualism & Language learning

Children whose primary language is not
the language of instruction in school are
more likely to drop out of school or fail

Promotion of Indian arts and culture
important for the nation and the

Y4

1]
e

Cultural awareness and expression
contributors to individual and societal

N

individual well-being.

in early grades

N J

* Mother-tongue/Home language/local language as medium of instruction, wherever possible, until at least grade 5 (preferably till at
|east grade 8)

* ‘The Languages of India’ a fun project/activity in schools to familiarize with the diversity of languages in the country

* Al classical languages to be widely available in schools as options at all levels of school and higher education, including Sanskrit

* Volunteers from community who can assist in the use of home language/mother tongue in the oral domain in classrooms
maybe identified by the Gram Panchayats

* NYKS, NSS and NCC maybe connected

Integrating Vocational Education at all levels in the classroom

No hard separations between arts and sciences, between curricular and extra-curricular activities, between vocational and academic streams,
etc. in order to eliminate harmful hierarchies among, and silos between different areas of learning;

0

Internship opportunities to learn vocational subjects
O may be made available to students throughout Grades
6-12, including holiday periods

Every student will take a fun course, during Grades 6-
8, that gives a survey and hands-on experience of a
sampling of important vocational crafts, such as
carpentry, electric work, metal work, gardening,
pottery making, etc.

Local community to help identify these.

Vocational courses to be offered through Open and
Distance Learning (ODL) mode
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NEP aims to support and nurture Teachers through all phases of their tenure

Recruitment Professional
In the Classroom
(Deployment, Transfer) Development

Preparation

Reducing Teacher isolation and building a sense of community through School
Complexes

Cooperation and support across schools for g
the education of children with disabilities

Resource sharing such as a library, science
labs, computer labs, skill labs, playgrounds,

sports equipment and facilities,

Sharing of counsellors/trained social
workers and teachers for teaching all
subjects including art, music science, sports,
languages, vocational subjects, etc.

@ Holding joint activities such as art
and science exhibitions, sports meets,

quizzes and debates, and fairs

A sense of community is buik to improved governance by devolving all finer
overcome the isolation of teache.rs, decision making, to Principals, teachers, :
students, and schools, through oint and other stakeholders within each group
professional development programmes, of schools such as an integrated semi-
sharing of teaching-learning content, joint AUtonOMoUs unit
content development

The local community may facilitate the sharing of resources among school in school complexes
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Create a joyful, safe and comfortable environment for Teachers

Overhauling the service environment and culture of schools to maximize the ability of teachers to do their jobs effectively, and to ensure
that they are part of vibrant, caring, and inclusive communities of teachers, students, parents, principals, and other support staff, all of whom

share a common goal: to ensure that our children are learning.

Local communities of volunteers/parents/Panchayati Raj Institutions/Urban Local Bodies, to facilitate this.

Formation of School Complexes

Adequate and safe infrastructure

Teaching through home language/mother
tongue to make classrooms inclusive

Autonomy in choosing classroom
pedagogies

The highest priority of school education for teachers, parents and community will
be “Universal acquisition of Foundational learning skills by Grade 3”

CHILDREN WHO FALL BEHIND, GET LEFT BEHIND Higher order learning
Grade 3 is the inflection point by which children are expected to “learn to read” so .
that they can “read to learn” after that. Be_“er learning Outcomes
¢ 7

* National Mission: for Foundational Learning shall be launched

* For school readiness:an interim 3-month play-based ‘school preparation module’ for all
Grade | students to be developed by NCERT

* Repository: of high quality Teaching & Learning material on Foundational learning made
available on DIKSHA

* Goal: Every child in Grade 3 is able to achieve following goals

Foundational Skills

The Education system aims to achieve Foundational Literacy and Numeracy by 2025, where, by Grade 3 every child can..

i

Read 30-35 words/minute Basic Mathematical Operations Learn basic life skills

with Comprehension
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Role of Panchayats and Local Bodies

* Meetings of Zila Parishads, Panchayat Samitis, Gram Panchayats and Gram Sabhas to understand different provisions of NEP

+ Village Education Committees in Gram Panchayats may undertake detailed discussions on the different provisions of the Policy
specially those concerning the village schools and the role of the Panchayats and community in the following aspects:

* Volunteering and monitoring

* Strengthening of learning outcomes of children

school infrastructure

* Ensuring 100% enrolment specially Foundational learning

of all children in the ¢ Making the school

Panchayat in schools at environment inclusive

appropriate levels. and non-discriminatory

e . o P ° . .

* Ensuring ZERO drop * Providing opportunities to students

out and NO out of to undertake internships with local
school children * Ensuring a2 safe artisans , Self Help Groups.

environment for all
children in school

| [

Role of NYKS, NSS and NCC volunteers — in the short-term

* Disseminate National Education Policy, 2020, to Gram Panchayats, Urban Local
Bodies, Students, Parents, Community

* Explain the role of teachers, parents and community
* Explain the role that gram panchayats can play in school education

* During pandemic - Volunteer for teaching young learners at places nearby their

homes, by contacting concerned teachers and school heads and offering your
assistance

* Assist at least one school teacher of your area: Help teachers reach learning
material to the homes of children who do not have any digital devices for online
learning, help school students with their studies as much as you can
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Role of NYKS, NSS and NCC volunteers - in the long term

* Help achieve foundational literacy goal for every child by grade 3 — take up one on
one tutoring to ensure that students studying in grade 3 are able to:

—read 30-35 words per minute with comprehension, and
—write

* Make 5-10 illiterate adults, literate every year. Use the Primer of Padhna Likhna
Abhiyan

» Take responsibility of making literate all adult illiterate members of your family.

» \lolunteer in schools for career guidance and mentoring to students

Thank you

Ly
+

“Every literate member of the community could commit to teaching one
student/person how to read; it would change the country’s landscape very
quickly.”

- Para 2.7 of NEP 2020




National Education Policy 2020

Transforming Higher Education

National Education Policy - Forward Looking Vision

National Education Policy is 3
Holistic, Futuristic, Flexible for Value based Quality Higher : LN
Education
For Promoting
Access, Equity, Affordability, Accountability, Quality ¢
Aims at
Developing good, thoughtful, well-rounded, and creative
individuals by enabling them to develop their character, ethical and
constitutional values, intellectual curiosity, scientific temper,
creativity, and spirit of service.
Good Human Being and Global Citizens

e
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Evolution of Education Policy

National Policy on Education (NPE), 1986

T.S.R. Subramaniam Committee Report
(27 May, 2016) &

NPE 1986
(Program o

Dr. K. Kasturirangan Committee Report
(31 May, 2019)

€ National Education Policy 2020
(29t July, 2020)

NEP 2020 : Rashtra Ki Neeti — National Consultation Process

Online Suggestions : www.MyGov.in (26.01.2015 - 31.10.2015)

V:1ipJs)ll Nearly 2.5 lakhs Gram Panchayats, 6600 Blocks, 6000 ULBs, 676 Districts
(May- Oct. 2015)

Draft NEP, 2019 Summary in 22 languages/Audio Book

Dialogue with MPs, Governors, State Education Ministers and
Members of Various Groups and Committees

More than 2 lakh suggestions on Draft NEP
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Holistic and Multidisciplinary Education

« A broad based, multi-disciplinary, holistic education through:

+ Revamping curriculum, pedagogy, assessment, and student support
for experiential learning

+ Multiple Entry / Exit

« UG Program - 3 or 4 year

« PG Program -1 or 2 year

« Integrated 5 year Bachelor’s / Master’s
« Credit Transfer and Academic Bank of Credits _ FourVar Underraduse P (VD)

Increasing Access

50 % Gross Enrolment Ratio by 2035

Quality Open Distance Learning (ODL)
Online Education

Blended Learning

Model Multidisciplinary Education and
Research University (MERU)
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Vocational Education, Social and Industry Connect

Integration of vocational education to all HEls across all
current streams

« Establishing Skill Labs and Short-term certificate courses in

{f} 0 various skills

« Credit-based courses and projects in the areas of community
engagement and service, environmental education, and
value-based education.

« Opportunities for internships with local industry, businesses,
artists, crafts persons, etc., as well as research internships
with faculty and researchers at their own or other
HEls/research institutions

Student Support and Counselling

High-quality support centers, funds, academic supports, increasing
hostel facilities etc. for providing requisite support to students from
socio-economically disadvantaged and rural backgrounds

Incentivizing the merit of students belonging to SC, ST, OBC, and other
SEDGs

Availability of professional academic and career counselling
The National Scholarship Portal

Larger numbers of freeships and scholarships to students
National Mission on Mentoring

¥
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Research and Innovation

Establishment of National Research Foundation as an apex body for :
 competitively funding research in all disciplines.
* recognising successful research

+ fostering a strong research culture and building research capacity across higher
education

* Improving focus on Research And Innovation in HEIs by setting up:

* start-up incubation centres 00

* technology development centres

* centres in frontier areas of research @
——r

* greater industry-academic linkages

* interdisciplinary research including humanities and social sciences research.

Use of Technology

Use of Technology in
* Education Planning
» Teaching, Learning & Assessment
* Administration & Management
» Regulation - Self Disclosure & Minimum Human Interface

Divyang Friendly Education Software
e-Content in Regional Languages

Virtual Labs

National Educational Technology Forum (NETF)
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Capacity Building

* Recruitment of Qualified Faculty

* Faculty Development

* Leadership Development

* Infrastructure Development

* Focus on Indian Languages

* Strengthening National Institutes for
promotion of Classical Languages &
Literature

* Indian Institute of Translation and
Interpretation (IITI)

* Cultural Awareness of our Indian
Knowledge Systems

* Promoting Traditional Arts / Lok
Vidya




Role of Volunteers

* Act as NEP Ambassadors

* Youth and Community engagement for promoting
NEP 2020

NEP
Ambassadors
» Creating awareness among youth/ students about
Feedback ... v, N

the National Education Policy 2020
* Organize webinars / meetings among the youth

Sharing

* Using and Sharing Resource Material for oy
awareness
. . Webi
* Obtain feedback and ideas from the youth i

regarding the NEP 2020 and its implementation

UAUR ~SlyFram FJITF AT [F)Gfﬂ[_f)']cséévww FR@BM 0l
YAG AR ~ S garars FTS U6TE HET Syoeren
B8 M eEl UHR =SS 7771 FTS' EUS
Melsayaren YAIE B @etn el MR ~ Sixaar JTIT
U5ETE HEMlsagoraren BR@etn odl WA~ S Yd
qarr IIST UG YUAIG hemmlgsgararen YAdIG
B8 og] WAHR ~ Sdgaram JI'S deee 6ol [ﬂcﬁésmww
Cjndasmdm (.argﬂ Ugdiq dezsmdm 8] UIHIR ~ Sy qram JIFT
Hoe heMlasgorare GI@esn o UMR g JTST
doee BEilsgorares g TS USE BetMlsyorarw

Ugdiq Uibol!zpv
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SALIENT FEATURES OF NATIONAL EDUCATION
POLICY 2020

I. ABOUT THE POLICY
1. National Education Policy 2020 : A Policy Tied to the Aspirations of 21 century Youth

e  'The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi approved the
National Education Policy 2020 on 29.7.2020.

e  'This policy has come after 34 years replacing National Policy on Education (NPE), 1986
Since then the world has changed phenomenally. There is a need to prepare today’s youth
for the kind of knowledge and skills that will be required in the 21* century and make
them future ready

e  The policy is built on the foundational pillars of Access, Equity, Quality, Affordability
and Accountability

e The policy aims to transform India into a vibrant knowledge society and global knowledge
superpower by making both school and college education more holistic, flexible,
multidisciplinary, suited to 21* century needs and aimed at bringing out the unique
capabilities of each student.

Video Film No 6- #NEP2020 : The NEP focuses on providing a creative, curiosity and
commitment driven life to individuals and to create an empowered society.

Video Film No 7- #NEP2020 : The NEP 2020 is a reflection of aspirations of more than 130
crore Indians. It aims to prepare the youth for the 21 century.

Video Film No 16- #NEP2020: NEP2020 is taking India to a new direction. The main focus of this
policy is to keep our current and upcoming generation to be future ready and take India to the
new heights.

Video Film No 17- #NEP2020: NEP focus on learning and innovation by a more intent and content
based systematic reform.

Video Film No21 #NEP 2020 — Atmanirbhar Bharat — Job seckers to job creators

Note : These video films are made from selected speeches of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi on the NEP 2020.The films are uploaded on the website of Ministry of Education. They can
be accessed at the following link

heeps://youtu.be/LEoKuhvINJOQ?list=PL.dbqu]SZ3AcR4Li40-M7A47ZApP-bq0aDC

The films can also be accessed at https://www.mhrd.gov.in/nep-new
In this document we have given the Video No of the film that is relevant to the theme.
2. Formulated through Unprecedented Consultations

e NEP 2020 has been formulated after an unprecedented process of consultation that
involved nearly over 2 lakh suggestions from 2.5 lakhs Gram Panchayats, 6600 Blocks,
6000 ULBs, 676 Districts.

e In May 2016, ‘Committee for Evolution of the New Education Policy under the
Chairmanship of Late Shri T.S.R. Subramanian, Former Cabinet Secretary, submitted
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its report.  Based on this, the Ministry prepared ‘Some Inputs for the Draft National
Education Policy, 2016".

In June 2017 a ‘Committee for the Draft National Education Policy’ was constituted under
the Chairmanship of eminent scientist Padma Vibhushan, Dr. K. Kasturirangan, which
submitted the Draft National Education Policy, 2019 to the Hon’ble Human Resource
Development Minister on 31 May, 2019.

The Draft National Education Policy 2019 was uploaded on MHRD’s website and at
‘MyGov Innovate’ portal eliciting views of stakeholders, including public.

Video Film No 12- #NEP2020: It took more than three years and lakhs of suggestions to
formulate the National Education Policy 2020. Healthy debates were encouraged to make the

policy more efhicient.

II. OBJECTIVE OF THIS WEBINAR

e NEP 2020 is not just a policy document, it is tied to the aspirations of people.

e Itis not the policy of any government, but the policy of people.

e It is necessary that people take ownership of the policy and come together for its

implementation

o It is therefore necessary to understand the policy and disseminate to stakeholders.

Video Film No 5 - #NEP2020 : NEP2020 is a new reform where everyone’s participation is
equally required to implement it. Political wing is 100% commited towards the implementation

as well.

Video Film No 15- #NEP2020: In relation to NEP 2020, this conclave is highly significant. With
this conclave, India’s educational world will be enlightened with various aspects of NEP in detail.

III. SALIENT FEATURES OF NEP 2020
A. SCHOOL EDUCATION
1.  Universal Access at all levels with 100 % GER by 2030

NEP 2020 emphasizes on ensuring universal access to school education at all levels- pre
school to secondary.

Aim for 100 % GER in school education by 2030

About 2 crore out of school children will be brought back into main stream under NEP
2020.

Infrastructure support; innovative education centres to bring back dropouts into the
mainstream; tracking of students and their learning levels; both formal and non-formal
education modes; association of counselors or well-trained social workers with schools;
open learning for classes3,5 and 8 through NIOS and State Open Schools; secondary
education programs equivalent to Grades 10 and 12; vocational courses; are some of the
proposed ways for achieving this.
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National Education Policy 2020

Achieve 100% Gross Enrolment Ratio
in preschool to secondary level by 2030

50

Early Childhood Care & Education with new Curricular and Pedagogical Structure
NEP 2020 gives emphasis on Early Childhood Care and Education,

The 10+2 structure of school curricula is to be replaced by a 5+3+3+4 curricular structure
corresponding to ages 3-8, 8-11, 11-14, and 14-18 years respectively.

This will bring the hitherto uncovered age group of 3-6 years under school curriculum,

This has been recognized globally as the crucial stage for development of mental faculties of a

child.

The new system will have 12 years of schooling with three years of Anganwadi/ pre
schooling.

NCERT will develop a National Curricular and Pedagogical Framework for Early
Childhood Care and Education (NCPFECCE) for children up to the age of 8 .

ECCE will be delivered through a significantly expanded and strengthened system of
institutions including Anganwadis and pre-schools that will have teachers and Anganwadi
workers trained in the ECCE pedagogy and curriculum.

The planning and implementation of ECCE will be carried out jointly by the Ministries of
HRD, Women and Child Development (WCD), Health and Family Welfare (HFW), and
Tribal Affairs.



National Education Policy 2020

| EARLY CHILDHOOD ]
CARE AND EDUCATION

Universal provisioning of quality
early childhood development, care,
and education must be achieved by 2030,
to ensure that all students entering
Grade 1 are school ready

Video Film No 13- #NEP2020: NEP is now moving from 10 + 2 to 5 + 3 + 3+ 4. We have to
make our students global citizens along with taking care that they remain attached to the roots.

A National Curricular and Pedagogical
Framework for Early Childhood Care and
Education (NCPFECCE) for children up to the
age of 8 will be developed by NCERT
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3. Attaining Foundational Literacy and Numeracy

e  Recognizing Foundational Literacy and Numeracy as an urgent and necessary prerequisite
to learning, NEP 2020 calls for setting up of a National Mission on Foundational
Literacy and Numeracy

e  States will prepare an implementation plan for attaining universal foundational literacy
and numeracy in all primary schools for all learners by grade 3 by 2025.

e A National Book Promotion Policy is to be formulated.

National Education Policy 2020

Achieve universal foundational literacy
and numeracy in primary school by 2025

A pupil-teacher ratio (PTR) of under 30:1
will be ensured in each school

Increased focus on reading, writing, speaking,
counting, arithmetic, and mathematical thinking

A national repository of high-quality resources
will be made available on DIKSHA

4. Reforms in school curricula and pedagogy

e  The school curricula and pedagogy will aim for holistic development of learners by
equipping them with the key 21 century skills, reduction in curricular content to enhance
essential learning and critical thinking and greater focus on experiential learning.

e  Students will have increased flexibility and choice of subjects.

e  There will be no rigid separations between arts and sciences, between curricular and
extra-curricular activities, between vocational and academic streams.

. Vocational education will start in schools from the 6™ grade, and will include
internships.

* A new and comprehensive National Curricular Framework for School Education,
NCEFSE 2020-21, will be developed by the NCERT.

Video Film No 10 - #NEP2020 : The focus of NEP 2020 has enabled a shift from ‘“What to
Think’ to ‘How to Think’ ideology. NEP aims to encourage students to learn enquiry based,
discovery based, discussion based and analysis based methods and techniques

Video Film No 11 - #NEP2020 : NEP focus on learning and innovation by a more intent and content
based systematic reform.

Video Film No 19 - #NEP2020: New face of education
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Multilingualism and the power of language
The policy has emphasized mother tongue/local language/regional language as the medium of
instruction at least till Grade 5, but preferably till Grade 8 and beyond as far as possible.

Sanskrit to be offered at all levels of school and higher education as an option for students,
including in the three-language formula.

Other classical languages and literatures of India also to be available as options.
No language will be imposed on any student.

Students to participate in a fun project/activity on “The Languages of India’, sometime in
Grades 6-8, such as, under the ‘Ef Bbharat Shrestha Bharat initiative.

Several foreign languages will also be offered at the secondary level. Indian Sign Language
(ISL) will be standardized across the country, and National and State curriculum materials
developed, for use by students with hearing impairment.

National Education Policy 2020

PROMOTING
MULTILINGUALISM

High-quality textbooks will be made
available in home languages/mother tongue
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Three-language formula
will continue to be implemented with greater
flexibility - no language will be imposed on
any State.
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Promoting Indian Knowledge
Systems, Languages, Culture
& Values

Strengthening National Institutes
for promotion of Classical Languages
& Literature

Focus on Literature & Scientific
Vocabulary of Indian Languages

Cultural awareness of our Ancient
Knowledge Systems

O

National Education Policy 2020

Video Film No 9- #NEP2020: PM Modi observes that children tend to learn faster when taught
in their mother tongue. This is the main reason NEP 2020 recommends teaching children in their

mother tongues till class 5.

Video Film No 18- #NEP2020: Giving boost to regional Languages

Video Film No22 #NEP 2020: Promoting Indian Values

6. Assessment Reforms

NEP 2020 envisages a shift from summative assessment to regular and formative
assessment, which is more competency-based, promotes learning and development, and
tests higher-order skills, such as analysis, critical thinking, and conceptual clarity.

All students will take school examinations in Grades 3, 5, and 8 which will be conducted
by the appropriate authority.

Board exams for Grades 10 and 12 will be continued, but redesigned with holistic
development as the aim.

A new National Assessment Centre, PARAKH (Performance Assessment, Review,
and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development), will be set up as a standard-
setting body .

7. Equitable and Inclusive Education

54

NEP 2020 aims to ensure that no child loses any opportunity to learn and excel because
of the circumstances of birth or background.

Special emphasis will be given on Socially and Economically Disadvantaged
Groups(SEDGs) which include gender, socio-cultural, and geographical identities and
disabilities.

This includes setting up of Gender Inclusion Fund and also Special Education Zones
for disadvantaged regions and groups.



Children with disabilities will be enabled to fully participate in the regular schooling
process from the foundational stage to higher education, with support of educators with
cross disability training, resource centres, accommodations, assistive devices, appropriate
technology-based tools and other support mechanisms tailored to suit their needs.

Every state/district will be encouraged to establish “Bal Bhavans” as a special daytime
boarding school, to participate in art-related, career-related, and play-related activities.
Free school infrastructure can be used as Samajik Chetna Kendras

National Education Policy 2020

National Education Policy 2020
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EQUITABLE
AND INCLUSIVE
EDUCATION

* Equal opportunities to
~ Children With Special Needs
- (cwsN) or Divyang

Separate strategies for
focused attention on
reducing the social category
gaps in school education

Equitable and
Inclusive Education

for Socially & Economically Disadvantaged Groups

Special
Education
Zones

Financial
Assistance

Counselling:
socio-emotional Mentoring
& academic

Gender
Inclusion
Fund

Scholarships
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8. Robust Teacher Recruitment and Career Path
o  Teachers will be recruited through robust, transparent processes.

e  Promotions will be merit-based, with a mechanism for multi-source periodic performance
appraisals and available progression paths to become educational administrators or teacher
educators.

e A common National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST) will be developed
by the National Council for Teacher Education by 2022, in consultation with NCERT,
SCERTs, teachers and expert organizations from across levels and regions.

Recruitment of Teachers through

a Transparent Robust Process

Motivated, Energised &
Capable Faculty

Academic A ;
Teaching
>

3

B K_.
Research ! Qj

4 |

National Education Policy 2020

Public Service

9. School Governance

e  Schools can be organized into complexes or clusters which will be the basic unit of
governance and ensure availability of all resources including infrastructure, academic
libraries and a strong professional teacher community.

10. Standard-setting and Accreditation for School Education

e  NEP 2020 envisages clear, separate systems for policy making, regulation, operations and
academic matters.

e  States/UTs will set up independent State School Standards Authority (SSSA).

e  Transparent public self-disclosure of all the basic regulatory information, as laid down by
the SSSA, will be used extensively for public oversight and accountability.

e  The SCERT will develop a School Quality Assessment and Accreditation Framework
(SQAAF) through consultations with all stakeholders.
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B. HIGHER EDUCATION

1. More students will be enrolled in Higher Education

e  NEP aims to increase Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education ( including vocational

education ) to 50 % by 2035
e  GERs currently 26.3% (2018 figures)

° 3.5crore new seats will be added to Higher education institutions.

National Education Policy 2020

Gross Enrollment Ratio
for Higher Education to be
— 50% by 2035

Video Film — No TVC 03 -

The goal of NEP is to give access to education to all at primary level and at higher education
increase the gross enrolment ratio to 50% by 2035.

2. Emphasis on Choice of Students by bringing in Flexibility

e The policy envisages broad based, multi-disciplinary, holistic Under Graduate
education

*  Curriculum will become flexible by allowing creative combinations of subjects ( for
example Maths with Music, History with Painting etc) and

*  vocational education will be integrated with mainstream education

*  multple entry and exit will be allowed with appropriate certification. UG education
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can be of 3 or 4 years with multiple exit options and appropriate certification within this
period. For example

v Certificate after 1 year, Advanced Diploma after 2 years, Bachelor’s
v Degree after 3 years and Bachelor’s with Research after 4 years.

e  An Academic Bank of Credit is to be established for digitally storing academic credits
earned from different HEIs so that these can be transferred and counted towards final
degree earned.

o  'There will be flexibility in Masters Degree for example —
V" 2 Years Masters after 3 Years UG, with 2™ year devoted to research
v" 1 year masters after 4 Years Bachelors

v Integrated 5 years Bachelors plus Masters.

Holistic & Multidisciplinary
Higher Education

Rigorous Specialization | Creative Combinations of Disciplines

Credit Transfer | Imaginative & Flexible Curricula

-

Global

S

Citizenship Education

Rooted in Indian Ethos & Values

National Education Policy 2020
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+ High-Quality Multidisciplinary Holistic Education

- Imaginative, Flexible Combinations

- Multiple Entry & Exit Options

Under Graduation to be 3 to 4 years
with Multiple Entry and Exit option

1 Year 2 Years
Certificate Advance Diploma

4 Years

Bachelor’'s Degree
with Research

3 Years
Bachelor's Degree

- 4 A I
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Flexibility to offer Master’'s Programme

» 2 year Master’s Degree after 3 year Bachelor's Degree - with 2™ year
devoted to Research

 1year Master’s Degree after 4 year Bachelor's Degree

* Integrated 5 year Bachelor's + Master’s programme

4 year Bachelor's Encouraging Inter Ph.D candidate to take
Degree (with Honours) disciplinary Research in courses in Teaching &
eligible for Ph.D Doctoral Programme Communication

National Education Policy 2020

Video Film No 1 - #NEP2020 :Setting Up Interdisciplinary Studies

NEP 2020 focuses on interdisciplinary studies, which means there is no limit to discover something
new. If someone is interested they can learn maths and music together or coding and chemistry together,
5o the focus is on what the student wants to learn.

Video Film No4 #NEP 2020: Multiple Entry-Exit Options in UG

Every student must be given an opportunity to follow or leave a course as per their convenience/
passion. NEP will allow multiple entries and exit in Higher Education. Students will be encouraged
to keep on aiming for reskill and upskill.

Video Film No8 #NEP 2020: Empowering Students with Multiple entry-Exit....Academic bank
of Credit

3. Growth of Large Multidisciplinary Institutions

e  Higher education institutions will be transformed into large, well resourced, vibrant
multidisciplinary institutions providing high quality teaching, research, and community

engagement.

e The definition of university will allow a spectrum of institutions that range from
Research-intensive Universities to Teaching-intensive Universities and Autonomous
degree-granting Colleges.

e  Affliation of colleges is to be phased out in 15 years
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e  astage-wise mechanism will be established for granting graded autonomy to colleges.

e  Opver a period of time, it is envisaged that every college would develop into either an
Autonomous degree-granting college, or a constituent college of a university.

e  There will be a single overarching umbrella body - Higher Education Commission of
India(HECI) - for entire higher education, excluding medical and legal education. HECI
will have four independent verticals - National Higher Education Regulatory Council
(NHERC) for regulation, General Education Council (GEC ) for standard setting,
Higher Education Grants Council (HEGC) for funding, and National Accreditation
Council( NAC) for accreditation.

e HECIwill function through faceless intervention through technology, and
e  will have powers to penalise HEIs not conforming to norms and standards.

e  Public and private higher education institutions will be governed by the same set of
norms for regulation, accreditation and academic standards.

Academic | Financial | Administrative

+ Phasing out Affiliation System

« University to mentor Colleges -> College to attain Accreditation
-> Accredited Colleges to achieve Graded Autonomy

+ Accredited HEls to have independent Board of Governors

National Education Policy 2020

Video Film No2 #NEP 2020: Bringing Major Reforms within Indian HEIs

The rapid implementation of NEP 2020 will itself ensure reflection of the reforms in institutions
and infrastructure. It is time to empower higher education institutions and to create a new

India.
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4. Promoting a Culture of Research

e  The National Research Foundation will be created as an apex body for fostering a strong
research culture and building research capacity across higher education.

e  Multidisciplinary Education and Research Universities (MERUs), at par with II'Ts, IIMs, to

be set up as models of best multidisciplinary education of global standards in the country.

National Research Foundation(NRF)

Multidisciplinary Research

I@ Competitive Funding for Research Grants

Build Research Capacity at Academic Institutions

@ Recognize Outstanding Research

; : Patents
Provide Doctoral and Postdoctoral Fellowships

Incubation
Centre

: : Research
Start-ups ' 5% Parks

el ||[|[|
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Video Film No14 #NEP 2020: The new NEP promotes critical and innovative thinking amongst
students. It takes a holistic approach in developing thinking capabilities.

Video Film No16 #NEP 2020: NEP 2020 is preparing the youth for the future and opening the
doors of new developments. When Indian students will study according to the rapid changes and
new technologies, then they will play constructive role in Nation building.

Video Film No24 #NEP 2020: NEP promotestechnology-based course and content;basic computing,
coding and research should be accessible to all by bridging the gap between research & education
in our country.

5. Motivated, Energized and Capable Faculty

e NEP makes recommendations for motivating, energizing, and building capacity of

faculty
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10.

11.
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For this provisions will be made for clearly defined, independent, and transparent
recruitment,

Giving faculty freedom to design curricula/pedagogy, incentivize excellence,
Facilitating movement of faculty into institutional leadership.

Faculty not delivering on basic norms will be held accountable

Teacher Education

A new and comprehensive National Curriculum Framework for Teacher Education,
NCFTE 2021, will be formulated by the NCTE in consultation with NCERT.

By 2030, the minimum degree qualification for teaching will be a 4-year integrated B.Ed.
degree .

Stringent action will be taken against substandard stand-alone Teacher Education
Institutions (TEIs).

Mentoring Mission

A National Mission for Mentoring will be established, with a large pool of outstanding
senior/retired faculty — including those with the ability to teach in Indian languages —
who would be willing to provide short and long-term mentoring/professional support to
university/college teachers.

Financial support for students

Efforts will be made to incentivize the merit of students belonging to SC, ST, OBC, and
other Socio-Economically Disadvantaged Groups (SEDGs).

The National Scholarship Portal will be expanded to support, foster, and track the progress
of students receiving scholarships.

Private HEIs will be encouraged to offer larger numbers of free ships and scholarships to
their students.

Open and Distance Learning

This will be expanded to play a significant role in increasing GER.

Measures such as online courses and digital repositories, funding for research, improved
student services, credit-based recognition of MOOC:s, etc., will be taken to ensure it is at
par with the highest quality in-class programmes.

Online Education and Digital Education

A comprehensive set of recommendations made for promoting online education in order
to ensure preparedness with alternative modes of quality education where traditional
and in-person modes of education are not possible.

A dedicated unit for the purpose of orchestrating the building of digital infrastructure,
digital content and capacity building will be created in the Ministry to look after the
e-education needs of both school and higher education.

Technology in Education

An autonomous body, the National Educational Technology Forum (NETF), will be
created to provide a platform for the free exchange of ideas on the use of technology to
enhance learning, assessment, planning, administration.



e  Appropriate integration of technology into all levels of education will be done to improve
classroom processes, support teacher professional development, enhance educational
access for disadvantaged groups and streamline educational planning, administration and
management

National Education Policy 2020

Setting Up of New
National Educational Technology Forum (NETF)

To Provide end to end Support on EdTech Implementation

Video Film No20 #NEP 2020: 21st century India will give technology and talent solutions to
the world. NEP will ensure easy and cheaper education to the remotest of places in India using
technology.

Promotion of Indian languages

e  To ensure the preservation, growth, and vibrancy of all Indian languages, NEP recommends
setting an Indian Institute of Translation and Interpretation (IITI), National Institute
(or Institutes) for Pali, Persian and Prakrit, strengthening of Sanskrit and all language
departments in HEIs,

e NEP also recommends use of mother tongue/local language as a medium of instruction in
more HEI programmes .

Video Film No18 #NEP 2020: NEP ensures thepromotion and development of local Indian languages
to spread the knowledge and unity of India.

12. Internationalization of Education
e will be facilitated through both institutional collaborations, and student and faculty mobility
e allowing entry of top world ranked Universities to open campuses in our country.

e  Encouraging top Indian universities to open campuses abroad
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g Ministry of Education

» Government of India

INTERNATIONALIZATION
OF EDUCATION

Foreign institutions can set up campuses in
India, Indian institutions abroad

Energizing Research Collaborations
Allowing Credit Transfer

On-campus support for foreign students

Video Film No23 #NEP 2020: NEP is focusing on Integrating Indian local values and traditions,
language, arts with global educational standards.

13. Professional Education
e  All professional education will be an integral part of the higher education system.

e Stand-alone technical universities, health science universities, legal and agricultural
universities etc will aim to become multi-disciplinary institutions.
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Salient Features of NEP 2020 - Urdu
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Salient Features of NEP 2020 - Odia
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Salient Features of NEP 2020 - Tamil

L6018 eueT G (H) S{6MNEFFHLD
BITL_LQ 60T LigTerflasgseua] LommiLD
o W&V (LpemUilev Quérbm
LOMHMSH MG, 6ULl6UEG G0, CHFU
FH6V0605 Q& METe0 s 2020-5G LDSFH UL
{6MLOFETeM6U 6oL 1L 56D,
2030-& &6 Li6Tertlgs seuailuilev 100
555 RL_(HEILMTEHEH CTFIHMS
158 SIL_60T LDLDEM6VILT &6Va (LDSH6V
9)60)L_hle0hev&EH F6Val 6T 62GIT
DTS FlulmeoT 856V6] (LPemMem UL
SMI(PSUILRSS LIRIU GISTeTemn s
ULl GEHEH M.

LieTerfl 8@ & Q&F6VeVTs 2 GSITLY
APHEDDHET LO600T (HILD S560V6M
%’ IO SHM&SHS Q&Teoor(h 6T
CoHFIW H6V6018 Q&METENS 2020
S HaLD.

LIS 5+3+3+4 LIGTerflLl LML &SHIL_L LD
12 94,6001 (K &6IT LIeiTertlL LI LI
LOMMILD 3 31,600T(h) D RIG60T6UITL]/
LOLDEGVULIT LIeTerTIL LILQ LIeDLI&
GI&HIT600TL_HMEH Q)(HhSGLD.

|G LILI6ML 61(WpS S M6 LDMHMILD
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&600THH M) 6)L_60T, FH(h60)LOUIT60T
Ql6mEoT @)6VEVITE LML (LPEmM,
LML SSIL_L_LD FTTT LDEFHRIGET,
Ligrertl el GeuBul Q& TLIME6V6))
LWIDDISFH5E PEHSHILIGSIAILD
IleflaaLULMMD; QS TRIMUITLRISET
6-LD U GULITI (B HES
CISTL BIG6USBIL6QT, 2 QIMEH6MM
L& ojeflesas U0,

GBS LILFLD 5-4LD Hletsv
eugmdq QUITEUSE ST LOMLAl /
TTHS W Qomluilev
LT ouedl g & 6v.

ST (Lhedmuilev, LS LI LIeoor
LD, BMHMEL el6D6T6eY 66T
6Ll JSHIQIME, LOMeooTel T8>6rfl6oT
. (PeTTGeT MBS
560078560011 858,60 2 6TerfIL_ L 360 Lo &I
@L®®LDZ€>5 FIS(HHSMIGET
GLMGI&METETLILI(HILD.

2035-&
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Nyswy Hd.BCIHHTCLMg Hemevenouiled @QeTm HeoL UMD LGS
SMDEFFTMEUS Fal L GHHl6L, CHAW Hevalldh G&MeTemd 2020-5@ 6RLILIG6
Slaf&sUUL(Rerangl, @& UenaflssHeual WwmMID 2 wiiseall (penmuile,
Qu(pLoenelevmssT LMTMMSSH5HS FIH(HSHREEFHS UNOUGHGWD. 21-gLD
BIOOMeIg 6T  @Qb& (DHLMEUSH &HLaNSG CSTeTems, 34 Y 68(H &6l
upenwime GCHAW Hevalld CaMeTend, 1986-5@ LOMTMHMOTS IEHLOL|LD.
SIS S 6L, FLOEUMILILILY, SIJLD, &ODHS &L_L_6u0TLD LOMHMILD
QuITmILIL|6ooTT 62| L 60T Folq UL 3lq. & G166018 6171651 Sl LIL6mL_UN6L
2 (HeUMGSLILUL(Reten @Qh% LHW Hevald Qomerensd, 2030-5G6T Blg&Hs
QlemiFSen 6T (heudmemeT CFUWLSIL L Gm& HenmGaummiaudmGamL
2 (HOUMSHSLILIL Lq.(HLILIGIL 60T, @mhslwimeney 6U60163)LOLLIT6DT
SNUTHMELLNSES F(PSTWILD WOMID 2 u&Henalled MeUTMHMEdL HMbHS
FHHUWITE  IOMID  GCHITHEGL 60T, uemefls  &evall LOMID  HELEYITIF&
&6L6E)6MLL GLOYILD (P (LpemLoLLImenT, QB (LDIH S 6TTEOLO L 6DL_UU,
LeOSJLILIL L TS, 21-gyLd RITMHMIT6VOTL. 60T CHm6us Ens5GasmU
LOMMOMOIUIEHLOLILIG)L 60T, €261G16)IM(H LOM6BOT6UIS 63T & 60118 & 63T6MLO6MLL
QeuaN&CsTea(HLD UmMSBUNGILD Q&I 2 (HEUTEHSLILIL (H6ITeng).

(PSS SIDEMIGET

Uemaf&H&evad

L6616 860 XU 60T SIS G| DL L& HeyILD 2_6u&aMTeL
SITDIG (PeOMEn 2 MIS Q&I

psmeowly  &evall  (UPHL  QemLhlemevd  Hevall U, NS
LLLSeIDd UeTalld H0asE 2 eusammalll G Upanmenul 2 M
QFems, GCaHAw Halld Qamerensd 2020  eUIULMISHEMEI.
SLL6MWLL U, YImiFEsESTer  &Heval  MWWhIGET GUT6ETMEmE
uemeflliug ey urdHulled snselll L  Lomeeusenet, oG  UeTeflulled
CoIss 2 6 auGIL 60, LOMEWIEUTHEMETUD,  SleUTSH6eNG  LigLiLS
SomeTd  CBTLIhS  SHusHTeNSHSS 60, WPODETHS  LOHDILD
(WPMEMTT &6V (LPEMMSHEMET 2 6T SSHIL  HLNSSHTE LIOSHFLILIL L
QNG gOUBSHS HHHL, PWCELMFSTHEMNT RHHIMLOLIL| 6LV
b6o1@  UWIMHAQUMHM  Fepsl uelwetmisenenr  LeTafgsenGeoG
gouGSHS SGEIG. 3 5 LOMID 8HID QGUUSESES CHElW
SwnpsLealafl uemtedl wOMID MHew Hohaeeuaill LeTtafNden eumuNeLTs
sevall LS (h&6v, 10 WLOMID 128D  HMLSHEHHG Gemesuruiment
QL hlenevs &evall LML S LIS, QFHTHMSELNL LML MHIGET,
WHCWMy  Hevall WOMID MP&EMS CDUTLIgM&TeT  SlLL g6
S Slemeul|Ld @60 &&lemet SI6ML_6USMSIT6T CWITE e 6T HETTS
QafleNssuuLHererer.  Ustefl Ligliemu UTHUNCeLCW em& el L &LOMy
2 Gamg GYhHengsener W@ Uetaflulled Caisselnd CHAW HeLaNs
Qamenend 2020-@6L aULflUmS CFWILILILIL (HelTeng).

P61 GLhnGLL[BEl  Seueilll, UHw uUmLSHL LS &evall LOHMID
SHINEHL &L L 6mLoLIL
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PTG LPhemSL  Lhed  Seusoillil] oMb  Seveilenuwl  euedlumIFHHILD
am&UNeL, HOCUMGIETeM 10 + 2 UTLSGSILL We»m LWIHOUUL(,
WeomGul 3-8, 811, 11-14 LOHMID 14-18 QWHECHOM 5 + 3 + 3 + 4
S UTLSSILL (wem SINWsLUGSSILEL.  @Flelemy LerailsHE
QTS 3 - 6 6UWIG euemIullevmeTeUT&HeT Lemedlll UMD UiqUUESmE& Qbhd
UHW (pemm 2. HeYbd. GLHenGSHee LaThnevsCamm g Aflwijsemer
2 (HEUMSHS, @b STLSELLID 2 &aled  SRESHESSILULL HTS
2 616G USW  sevall (pem, 3(EH  SRIGETEUMG /  LDLDEMGVLIT
&L 63T, 12 UeTaM&BFaLl LI LigLienLs QST e @) (H&GLD.

8 g elempulleons GLHMSSHEHHS (DT GLPHEMSLILIIHE SHe6uflliL
LOMID  SLN&ESTer  CHAWL UTLGSILLID LOHMID  SHLINEHH6L
SL_L_60LOLIEDL (National Curricular and Pedagogical Framework for Early Childhood Care
and Education - NCPFECCE) G&&ll &evell Sumiss wmmib vulmé
HMIQIEETID  (NCERT) 2 (HeuT&H@GLD. (PTG LPHemBL  L(heU  SeuesfILiL,
&HINSSHL WOMID UTLSHLLGH6L Bt LUNHACUDHD B FTsen
LMHMID  SIRIGETEIM,  LsLmenysenersd Qameoi,  elifleju@dSUuLL
LOMID  SIKISETEUMG, LOLPEMELWIT LeTeflgden GuUmeTm)  eug LB &SI L
EODWIRIGET (VLD  (PETGLPHemSL  LBe Seussiiiy  ellphisUUELD.
PTG LpHemGL L(hey Seauelil WOMID &evall (pemmenwl,  HHul
eflgeauer GLUTL (BHGHlenm, Ww&ell] WML GLPhengsem GbUTL (hd
glenm, &HSMHMID  WLOHOID GGLU OSSO, LOMID  ULPRHIG U6
LS GHIEMMSBEN CLPEVLD Fal L M& GLmESmeTerL(hLD.

SlgllemL 61(PSFHMIe] LMMILD 6T6uor SHPIMEU ML G6L

SlgluemL  61(pSsMiey OHMID e e Howemey  sevai
LuNeLeUGMSTET  QeTMIWHOWITG 2 L emgdh CHemeuwms  @(HLILST6L
UMMM (6T HSHWNS HRESHEHGLD UmSHUN6D, WEHEHW! LoesNGeuerT
CUTLEGS Glomwimed, GCHEW gLl 61(PSHSMI6| LLMMID  6T6v0r
M6 QIS eeemms CHTLMIS CHAW HLNSCSTETeNS 202060
WMISSUILL (ReTeng.  menisHG QST &L Leaflaileyld 2025-6@6i
3-9LD HEM6L 6UM SleMmeTTUHLD LIUT6L 6JHIGUTSH, 2 uGHATTATIL Silq LILIEDL
RSsMHe)  OMID 6o siley QUDIISDHSTET S HEDS
QFweoL(r5Hs LMHew SIT&ESeT HWTyme Ceuer(hLb. CaHw Us5s
CuUT_ (& C&TETmS eReTMID QIGSHSUILL. Galeuun(hLb.

Letef&gal U UTLGHLL LD WHMID SHLNESH0 FIE(IHESSMIS6N

LeTeN&&aL Ll UML&SHLL LD LOMMILD SIS & 6016V, SmHGUIMIledT
@L (BOWLISHs eUMTFHMIL 2WHGNSHGLD UMSBUT6D, SufseiLd 21-
SyLd BTHOT6I(H &G 6JMM (LD SSHWILDIT6T SHMENLDGEm 6N
gOUGHHUCHT(, SIUFWILDTEITOUM MM E &MEGLD Hmevr 6ot
CuURSHGHUSHCHOHU  UTLSHSHL L MES  GMDUUGIL 6T,  CFTHem6nT
Sllg LiLlemL_ulevmeot &eL6) LOMHMILD &b & 616015 QU(pLDETEY
WsHWHHQD  SeM&SLILHLD. urLuflensusd  CaHIHEAHHES
LDIT6UOTEU ] (61 &(& o flw  eumiliy euPRISLLUGELD. &H6M6L  LOMHMILD
SifieNuled umLlnfleysened eue &S L MULTS NHSHSLUILL DML LTI,
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LML S&ILL LD LOMHMILD UTL$HLL SHMS SILUMMHLUL L eUMenmU|LD
SOHUSMHGWL,  CQSTAMSLAT WOHMID QIPSHSLOMTET HeLall  (LPMMEEGLD
QUL NGHWITFLD @ ([HSSHTE).

Letef&dal MiGaNGeCW 6-g0 Hlemev WHOCSTEHIGCL  CHTAMSLAT
LUNOMIONSSUILEGUCSHT(, 2_61T(E1H6mM UUNMH & (LPmMEmLLIS
Q&ML HTHAID Q(HHGSLD.

UHw wommid  eNfleuret  uedted  sHevalssmer CHAWL UTLSSIL L &
&L_L_6MIDLIL| 2020-21 (National Curricular Framework for School Education, NCFSE)
GCe&w &6val S OMLIES LOMHMILD LuNm& Hmieesr s gmev
GHUGSHSILGID.

LeaTQIOMLA LomMILD QLOmLNUT6dT o4MmeL

GODHSLULFLD 59D UGLL eumTUIEVIDd , Y6meL 8- Q4D QIGLIL
LOMID SDHEG CeIDd (peTaIflend lgUUemLUNeYDd , STICLDTLAY
o ameep]  Gompl  gmhHuwl  Qomfpl . uuiiom  Quorpung  QhEs
Geustor(pLd 61601 QBMeTeNS  UOIW|MISHIH M. (WPWOAWMHNS S L LD
9 6NLIL SlmendHGH L GHleomest Uemedl  LOMILD 2 wfseLaTluNeL
FLOGVG(HGHLD  LOMesoTeUT&emNeoT  I(HLULILDTS AM&EGL  UmBHUTEL
QILPRISLILGSME). @n&luwimenest k)] QFLCILDMLAI&ET LDMMILD
QeSHWMISEHD NGBLUL UTLRISTTS Q(HSGLD. 61HS Lomeeu] gD
61hg QMHWD SHaMNSSIUL LML MH. ‘GCJ UMIHLD 2 651631H UMISHLD’
QperpWmEUNeT &p, 6 (PHL 8  EUMIWITET UGLLSeNL © @bl
Qumpser @GNS  wrwUTHeT  Ceallgdamd  QFuwed S L/
BHL 6V H0SSHEMN6L  LIMRIGCSHMEEVMLD. @QenLhlemevsd Hevall L L G&ev,
UeLGeauml Qeuefpm (B  CumhseEpnd SHUNSSLIUGRL. BIEH L (PEUSILD
@pHuw gemLwmer QoM SrUUGSSUUELD. CQFaNHHMeT Gemoum(h
o_6TeN  LOMesuTeUSH6MedT LIWETUTL (h&&Ms, CHEIW, mhlev UumLSHLL U
QUIT(HETEHET 2 (IH6UTSSLILIL (HeTTer6oT.

LHISLH  FTHHSSMIG6T

U  sevell Q&mememss 2020 ,  &(HSHWOMET SN 1ge0(BHE |
QULDSSHLOMEST , (Wemmwmesr WHUSL (H&HES LIMIUMG THTCHTEHGHMGI.
Q& e ser, elwgsear fhsemer, SHHHIL CHeile] GuTEID 2 Wiy
HeTHEH&EGS M alm&EUNeL Fmeo SliqLiLenLullevme , DML LMMILD
Cuour_enL.  2a15GaN&HMS.  358-9D  UGLUST DTS

LOMEmIENfHEHD  , 2 fl  Syemeunid BLGGID UeTeilsh CHeysenern
T(LGIEUMT&HENT. 10 LOMMID  12-Qd  UGLUSEHG CUTGIS GCHIeden
QFML(BLD. SACHFLWID ,  ((peowwmer GLUTLL  ChHTEHSLOTSS

Qamen(, HHSHWmLSESILGL. UHw CHAW HISG (R enwid, ugms
- et LHIIE, WwMIgUIe] WOHMID W PemLWITET GbUTL (H&Sme

g-l@G)_llll U@UUHU]G)J ) (PARAKH - Performance Assessment, Review, and Analysis
of Knowledge for Holistic Development) [f)]GmGDUJITGOT QIGU)LDILILI s;;aa'rrmrreb,
9 (HeUMTSHSLIL(HLD.

FLOLOMEDT LOMMID 2 6maTL &Sl HeLa
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U  &evall Q&menemd 2020, 61hHSH GSLHOSU|D LTWHS FldHlene
SMJEOILTHEGEUT I6L6LG| LNETLEVLD STFILTSGUT SHUSIL 65T FMHE
aAaMhGLD, 61hG eumilenUu|ld QBN & Fal MG 6IOTLMS 2 MG
QFieums CHIEHSLNSES Q&I (heTengl. LMD, &eLPSH-SEOMFEFMTIJLD,
HONuNwled S WITONRIGET, 2L 60 @Genmum(bsen 2 6L FCLNS,
QUTBETTSTY FHUND NGRS GWPESEHSS MUY (PESWSSHI6ILD
SeM&SLULEL. MRS LUGSHST LOMID GPSSE@pEHSTES  LITedl6wt
2 el && MHE, HOULS HeLaT  LDGUIIL LMRIGET MOLILGID  QFlev
SILRIGWL. 2L60 GoouUTh 26161 GSHOSEHT ,  QUDSSLDT6
uemefiliLigliewy  SjiqLILemL UNEOBHG 2 W S60edl 66D (L (LPeMLOWINS
GCumesmeter Q& aNIGSGSW. (W (pemwimear 2L 60  Gsmmurl (HU
LUUWIMH&, YPSHMT  OWWRISET, UFHSHET, 2 GANKILOMETT  &(HEIG6T,
QUTBSSLOMeT  CIGTLHOMIL L g LILiemL_UT60mest 2 _LIGIJ60TIRIG6IT,
sljseng GCHemeusGL QUTBSHSLOMeT Q&I  CQUTDILPHD W HT6Y
SpEWeumHMIL 66T  Hevall  SOIIIGUTHl6T 2 FeNu|d QHL QIHSHGLD.

€6UGleUM(H  LOMHeV(HOLD/  LOMEUL L (LPLD , useL GBy 2 emmeiL Ll
UeTaNMS”  LIM6V  LIGU6IT&H6NT”_ R  SeD&ES 2aHGNSSUUMWD.  &H6m6V
Qemgumest ., Q&mHeL  QsMLjumest,  elememuml (B  CQGTL[JUT6oT

BL UG &HMESHEMNL ULRIGCHEHGWL eumsuled Q& QFweou@Dd. @eveusll
UeiteNd SLL6mOLIL , FLOMRIS CESH6UIT 60LDWIMRISETTSLILIIETLI(HS&LILHLD.

eusvleumenT Y AFIWT CEFIHMS OHMILD QSHMHL LITeng

SAMWITSHeT  ,  eusyleument  ,  GleuafLLmLWIMEST  [HEvL (LPemMS6rTl6dT
SligliLemLufNed UL IHSLLGMTSHT. H&S SlqlLemLulgyid, L6
SBIT, &Mev  gjenedlevmsst  GQEwWeLHMerr  LHUIEH, SHeLONUNWIEL

BHFeUT&seT oevevdH WAFW SONILUTATISHATTS 2 W(HLD 6UHSHUNCVTET
WetGermm  aufl(pemmaneuigud , ugell 2 uje| QEHsHGLD. CHEW
evall SYUmUFsH LOMIL UUIHEHS G(POLD (NCERT),  Lomhlew  &Heve
SHIMUES WOMIL UUIHESE G(PLOWD (SCERT) &I SIMLOLILSEETETL60IT
NmHHWMISeT WWOMID L SSevinmer  AFlgser WwmmiDd  Hiesor
SI6MLOLIL| 5 (6Tp L 60T HVHSHTCLOTHH &I, S AT S S ST6vT CoH&uwl
Q&ML PEMMS SHILD 61601 €2(h CILITHIEUTEST IeMLOLIL 2 (HeUTSHSLILGLD.
uertefl HliJeursLd

LeTeN&eT  eUaMTEHRIGMTHECeUT,  QHTGSLYSNTHEGCUT  Sen&HSLILLD.
2 GMHLL6MLOLIL, &6V [HITLSHMIGET, 6UIEUTETT CHMTLHL(PENMD Y ALY
FePSHD 2 6aTafl L. SmeTHG eUaThIGEHD HenLLLemd 2 MG Q&b
agHHeL, HJUTHSH60T SllqLILIeML. V&HTEH G Q(HSHGSLD.

Leefls &6LaN&S&Te HlemeLIITET SieMLOLIL LOMMID HRIESTILD

HEW &evall Q&meTtend 2020 , SHeval QGTLIUTeT eNaQuUIhigeT LMHMILD
Q&TETEnNs UGHHL, (PMDOLULIGSHSHIHL, QUISHEGH60 SHIIDMIHS
Q& efeument, &esll  HEOL (LPEOMSH6M6NS  G&T6vur(h6ITerng). LOMIBl6LRIG 61T/
wpesnwiest 1NJGCHIFMIGENT, SHFHHATMeT LOMHEL &ELNG &HIJ U NEUUULISHNS
(SSSA) SMGHGHIS QBMETEHLD. MGG SlgULEDL  (PRIGLPOMS
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556160 &EM6IL|LD QeuefliLIen L WITSHaLD, QuITg) &lI- SiMeLiy
Qflwrse|bd, wrhe H0ald &J PenemilGHeT aNSH(PMDEHEFHES 6L
o6  Ceoumn(pd. SiH  eifleurest  Qurg  GoUMfened  LOMHMILD
QummiiyemLenowing  efleunsl  LwWeUGSSUUGLD.  rhHley  &Heve
SUMUES LOHMID LUIHES G(PLOLD (SCERT) , Ueafl I LEHUSEH HMILD
SIRSHTT  euedFULpemHmMen] ,  QFHTLLemL W SI6M6TT6U (THL_B)ILD
HVHSTCLTHSH G 2 (HEUTHGLD.

o _IWIJ &L
2035 UMSHHEL QWMHH LFHe| aNHHLD 50 F&HABHLME & 2 WITHSILGLD

HOW &evallsd Q&metemnsd 2020 , 2wl SHevellulled QrHsL  usHey
aNHSHmS SHGHEHGL ChTEHeEHmGBS Qaman(herarg. QS MLHeL Hevai
aN&GHHMG 263 §HOIGHHHON(HHG ( 2018) , 2035-YLD Y 60I(H EUTESHL 50
§5BHLNS 2 WfHGHE QHL SLMGWL. 2 Wi Sevell Hmieusimseaied
3.5 Gamg HHw QL mser C&IHsUILHLD.

(P (LPEOLOWIT6TT LI6TT(Lh &S &6l

QBT  UTLSSHI_L RIGET, UTLRIGaN6L UmLLUUEF CEFIHMSBGHE,
RBRHMEIHS CHMHL Hell WLOHMID 2 [l FTETNSLPEEhHL 60T

Lev(pemerr  HiemLpe],  GeuefCLmIGeL  hHulaInmIL 6o, enifleumest
Sllg LILemL_uileomest , LTS, (L(LpemLowimest @embleneoll LILL. U UigLienL
&6LaS  QBMeTems  (L6TClT(HSHEHME). Qenhlemer UL & Seve

LUeTGeaTSH @ eUMLLILSEFL 60T 3 3j6L6V& 4 Yeoui(h &Mev L LIS
Qmaseond. QHhsHdS STLHHDGET QUTHGSFHLOMET FTeHIHD UM
Geuevor(pHLD. 2_GMJeIONS, eppmeui(hdGL  LNeoteo]  FmeorMIHLp, 2
S I(hSGL  MNeoteory  GOULL  IqlenGom |, 3 YauBSHGL  LeoTeorl
@emhleneoll ULLLD, 4 YIS EEHGL LN6oT6sl] L L SHIL 60T Y0MIFSH
MeTMSHLD QUPRISLILIRLD.

LeLGeaum) o Wy &evall MHimeuermisai B@®EhE QUOLUULL  &Seoal
LSHLCUGNSHEDT 9B L 60 (mMUNEL CE&NHH MeUsHE , SSTLLOS
QgL 6UMIS 2 (HeUMHSLILHLD. Q& SOLAWTS LLLLD
QIPRISIUEL CUTg CHFIUUSMEG eUMLLILITES SlemLOU|LD.

IHITL_1q.6L 2 0% GHIHHHG Qeneuiing HOHS ULTICEITHEG &Heveal
QIPRIGLD IS  MLILTS, |PWIQ&HS6T, RWETDSHET Y EWIUDHMISHES
Sem6uoTLITS, U6TCEaTTS G S &6Le LOMHMILD S ML
LEL&EMELSSHLPSMIGET UMD SSLILIHLD.

o Wiy &euelulley, SQYIMUEHS HDeNesd SLLMDESHED, 6L U6
SYIMUESS SHEOTFFMIHMG 6CUANTTEHSHELD, €(F 2 WIJ SIEDLOLILTS,
CaH Y rmi&Fs ueamuGL 6T 2 (HeUTSHSLILIBLD.

(PRSP

@GBS O WLOMID FLLU uUqlUsmerd &Gl el (GCngsd 2 uljy
HLANGGLD Cr (LPSH6TENLD SENOLILITES QHSHIUI 2 WIJ &0l Y, 6m6TlLiLD
SIMWSSILGL. @HHW 2wl HeLal ML BTG LNfleysenens
Q& IT6BoTLG. (Th SGLD. RPRIG(PODESSHTS GCa&w o uliy geval
PWRGWODSE GW. &7 BimuISsIsEens QUTEES sdalls G,
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HAWGN&ETE 2 wf &eell wralus G WHMID SRESTMTSHIHHTE
Gl SRESMS G COSMOOLBILLSHT 2 Galull 6 (PaHLBeLeOT
QeoLui®G cpeowrs  QFweLUHL QHSHW 2wl SHeLATl Y EMETITUILD,
aN&l&eT WOHMID FHrmseme NearUHMTS 2 wijsHevel HmeeThissr Lig)
BLOUGEMS (RSGL. URGSUAD, SIRSSTID  LOHMID  S6L6a1G
&r&HeL  SIpE WLOMID  Seowimy 2wy  Sevall  Hmieuehser Gy
wrhflwrer eNdseflsit &p HieusséslubiD.

QRO mOLULGSSLILLL HMI6UsTs &L enLoLIL

2 IWTHTE SMHMEL, Slle] WLOMID FePsds CSTLImU  QUPHIGLD
OSLQUIFIWLL, H6LEV QUARIGEMENTIL|L LI, Sllq LILImeot LIL&|6m M
hpieushisems 2 wjseval  Himeuerhiser  LIHOIWMLDSSLILHLD.
SN SIS HeUD CIFVIHHID LLSHMEVESLNEMIGEN, SIS S 60I6L
9195 HaUaIld CFISHHID LILHMEVEHSHPMIGET DOMID SHeotesML & Cumm
ULLLD eIPRIGLD HLVFI&HET 61601 LIGLHMEVSEHLNESHHISHSHTE  elenéaLd
LeLGeum| &evall HmiQIETHIGSmeT 2 6MaT_SHISTS Q([HSGSLD.

&LV &Eh&SST6 QeM6uuTLiL] SsBIDG 15 U(HLRIGEMN6D SHTeLTeUs) oY @GLD
LOHMID SO EHEHHG HETOIMLFenl SLLID &SLLLOTS LIqLILIGUITS
QAIPRIGSDSTSE L  Ughemeodanerd Q&ML (b  SlemLOLIL
2 (HUTHSUIUGBL. Hev HMVHHIHG LIMEG, 66UC6UTIH  SH6LMIlenILILLD
SETOTTL AL  LILL RIGM6T QIPRIGL  SHOMILITGEGeUT 31606V E)
JOMUGH @@  LULSHMLSGSN&GESH6T 2. mIlsS  SeogumfliimsGeurr
CLURSHS 2 5CHAESLLL (heTeG).

2a1&HLD HemMhE, 2 MHETH(PETOT WMOHMID HM6ST eumhg o, AFIIFE6
261§ 81D Heombhs, 9 MM (LD 6ITen S A fWITHem 6T Q& efeuns
QUMIILIMISSLILILL, &&HSJLOMeDT, GleuemLiLemL_ulmeot (PemmuevL
LGNS GO, UMLSHL L RISENET 6llqeUnLDSES GHHHTD eSS L,
HomsE 2a&s6aMESH6|D, Sevall Hmeleard FHameusnemil ChITeHS
WeTGermeyd CHEWS HeLas Q&TeTens URHGHIMISHMDE. ligLiLemnL
& semern NeTumMMITS S EFWITS&6IT SIBMS QurMILGUM &
606USSLILI(HEUMTSH6T.

AW Heve

GCaflw sevall gumuFs LEOMIL LWINES G LT YGomHGSH LSl
HMID  eNfleumsnr CHAW PAFILT HLaNH S L& SHLLMIOLL, 2021,
Cap&lw sevall LHMIL LUNDES G(PEUTEL 6UIqEUMSSHLILIRLD. 2030-&@G6l
SOHISHHNIGSHMN  GODOHHLULF ULLE FHGHH Bl e LN eI
LULLLOMS @Q@HEGL. SN Gmmhs WAL SHevell Hmieuemgen g
&(h6mLOWImesT BHL UIG&HMS 6T(HSSLILUELD.

SONHHL QUISHSHLD

@nsHt Qs sHNGGD SHmeoT QMbHS LOHMID LILSHMEVSHLNS/
sl HANITEEFHEG GSMISU &Tev WOMID HEIL &TeL HMHMEL/
QamHleL (D YFTemel oiaflHs all(hUD SHmeTalmibhsd NSHSH/epUle]
144



Qupm  Y&aflwismens  QomaL. CHAW  SONSHHL  QUISSELD
SIMLDSSLILI(HLD.

LOT6UOTEU & E5HG HEH 2 Hai

sierv &, eterv lg, @7 NOUESHSUIULL  WLOMID @F)  LOTewIe
QamhleL (WemesTGeury  eueny&&L  Nifleysemer  &FMiHS HetlG LigHGLD
LOITEWTEU&HEFSHG 2WMHHGHEHTENS H6eM&HS (WPWMHF&eT CLmESTeTeriuU@LD.
sevall 2 SaNGEHTemSmILIL UMD  meieuTsailer (LPTCaIHMSH MG
558, Cuwuh & LOMHMILD &6001& 600N & 5 Ca&uwl &606))
2 5N50HTMS Heold  alfleojuGHSLULGL. SHRGETSH LDTEUIEUTSEHSHE
99s  slaelled  Qeveus sHevall WOMID Hevall 2 HaNGESHTENSHEMIL
Sl6M&ES ey 2 wijsevall  HmeeahisEnsHE 20586aN&sLLHLD.
Hohshealai WMMID QHTMELGTTH &L

seoalbumid LGOS alfHHsme  HSFLILSHEL (WLSHW
URISTOMIL  aNgsHed Q& aNfleyuu@sHsuuGn.  Qenewia  sulf
Ligliysen, gL ed CEUAUYS Hommusen, WIMiUEFHSG HHuge,
Cubu@ssLuLL  wrmel] GCFameuser, Hohaeleuail @emeworl eulfiL
LGLILSEh65@E SARESTID QPRIGSHL PAWUINMISS BLOIIGSHEES6T
d(G&HSUUL (D, suGLUSeMNeL &DONGSLULUMLLD &eLaNuleT 2 FFLULE STHHSHS
Qenemnus @& Hehaug 2 MG QFuiUBLD..

Qeneiallflé sevall LMMID 1B L L S

Qamm Comi&eT wWLOMIL QUGBHASTHM FLWRSGND, FUELSHW
Bemevsnnemis &G0 Q& mero®, umgufliwmeT WwHMID  Chiylg.é
&eLa (TRIC&HELEVMD FTHEHUILNLMELGILT JMICHELELTD @emeuvil ULHIS
SOHMEMEL  2:15GNSHS, FHOLOMeT LITOHMIS SHeLATlMI  QULDHIGEUSHMSHTE
GWI(Y HlemevemLL 2 mi& QEuwl elifleumeot LI G160 [ &6iT
UGSSLILL (HerTereol. G L 6L 2 6T&L_L 6MLOLIL, QL 60 LML MRIG6N
LOMID  SMET  UNTHHL PHUDMME SLL 6MDEGS LD6wNG e
Cubur®h SAOWEFSEHH0D @ LFSCWsL WNifle] o (Heurdsuul (),
gevedl  WOMID 2 wseLaluller  WT-&MMEL  CHMEUGZET  LLTSH
QEwwiu@ L.

&eLaNuleL QFHTLHICLHILLILD

&eve), LHUNHH6V, HLLLOEBH6L LOMHMILD Hlijeuns & &Hleo
QaMALBIL UM  LweTL(h S Huded CuITFeneosenerd Henl ulleorm
UATHG Qameten CHHW  Hevell QFHMPHLHIL UL  CUemel  6T6iTsnILD
60160 & QUMM S{6MLOLILY 9 (H6UMSHSLILHLD. 6UGLILIEmM
QeweL (W emmaeT, HAFIWT QHTHeLPsHD CLLUTL(HEES ST, uFdH
GMOHS LNHONGI([HSHE HLANGHSTET TNGSHML S SHHL LOHOHMILD
sevalld SHLLINEBHL, Hjeursd WwOMID GO Y HUIQIDMISHE
SN H G LOL_L_MRI&erey|LD QS TLHICLHIL LIS Sleot 69 (I5 RIS 60 6OTLIL |
CHemeuwImenT ofenaileL GQEuwuiL(hLD.

AnHw ComHlsemen 2a155LILIH SIS 60
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SMmeTHg Qb CmfseNeT UTHSMLL, euaTj&Fs LOMID  Gilg LiL|L 66T
QUG Setemwenl 2 MG Q& @b QIANQUWITLL WmHMILD
eNenss  Himieuentd, umed), QuIflw wMHMID NJTERSGISHSTer  CHAL
HmieesTd  (9iLevg  Himeuehi&en, 2 Wisevall  Himielehigeilev
FLEVEHSLD LOMID QST CQOMAG HEMMEHET LOMID S 2 WfsHeL6
hmieiehsaNey  mUCWLTLA/2 6Teep  CMHUNL sHUINGHMmeL 2 MG
QeIsHeL g eweunenm CHAWS SHe0es Q&TeTems LflhHIMTSSDGI.
sevel  HimieusThsE@psHenLCuiwimer ol (b§F C&weoum(h, LDTEITEUJ&ET
LHMID  Y&aFlFsafer CUTHGTSHS WOMID 26065 SID EUMLHS
LEL&MELESHLSRIGEMET BHLOG BT Ig6D QIATERIGET SDDGESHE ClFUI6IG)
Sy &weummie  cpeold sHevalluflesr FIaIGCHFLOWIDTSSVISHE HL6IG.HNS
6T(HSSLUUGLD.

Q& TLHL (PemMS HeLeN

MG QFMHLUPmM  UgLUSE@pD 2 W  Hevall  Slemidlifes
QeTMILIEHUITEG  JRISLTE QBHSGL. FeluulL  QHMLHCLHIL LI
LEL&MELEHHLNGHIGET, FEHTHM] NI LLEHMEVSSHLPSMBIGHET LDHMILD
Geuenmeinn  LIGL&SMELEHHLNSMIGET S &llened LLCHTEHSG HMIQUTRISETTS
SLUSMHG (WWMHE QFWIULD.
QWG UBCHT(HSHSTET SHeLe

Qenenep WLMHMILD UG UHCHTHSHSTE SHevallenll 100 FHOGL 2 M
QFUIWL C&TETeNS 6T6TIITDIH ME).

se0al&@ HHuseail

Se0eNg Hlemmulled QUTE(WWSHS(H Qg 2 apTl(h 2 musHuiled 6
§56i55m§ allmyaled ¢TLL LGS WHMID OMHeL SF&HSET Qen6ulhs)
LIGTTWITOMILD.

Aagleuemy @eveors Sy gy GCeVTFeneIser

25 GUL&LD &IJMOL  LEhSMUSHISHET, 6600 6ULL MIGET, 6000 BHSIULMD
2 GTaMML_&  SIeMLL&SET, 676 LOMQULL M&GET Sh&weumied @Q@mhEH 2
VL FHHEGD HsLMeT Y CeomFemesdenell UMM (LP6ITCIETLIGCUTSID
@eveurms Slenelevmsst Y GeomFemnsst GFUIL(PMMUIL 6T CHEW HeLalls
Q&meiTems 2020  6UIQ EUEMDSSLILIL (B6Tengl.  (PTQeTlGUT&ID  @evevrs
SleMe6G  @@OGhRfameanhsd el sHl  WLOmID  AHSD  GU
URIGOUDSESalqUl o GCeomgemer QFWeL(emMenW!  geureufl  2015-6
AmH Lefg euer CLWLUTEH HMWDFFHD GSHTLRISIIG. STV C&F6Tm
(LPEOTEOTTENT  SI6MLDFETMEUEF  QFWeomenymenr  &H@b. 1g. 61610, Iy
GUINFLO6mNWI6oT60T &6m6VemDUTNEVMEST LS HeLeE Q&TeTemsS 2 (Ih6UTEHSES
G, G 2016-Q60 Feoigl SiMSOEBMW  FOJUNGSSH. USLAUDMD
6X11(6h (6h 6o, L&LD elLLex960T, LmT&LIJ. Gs. SV GII[TTRI& 60T
Semevemlowileomen ‘GCHEWI FHeLal eUMIEYS CSTETEMEHSSMET G (L' &IO60
2017-Q60 SmW&SUILUL(H, CHEAW &evall eumyesd C&TeTens, 2019-8
LOMeuTLLOl@  LoesllGeuenm GOUTEH Siem&FSFFLD 31 G, 2019  Sl6TM)
FLIUNG S WeNGeler GCLLUTEH SAMDEFFHSH6T Q6w ensSHeviib,
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Introduction

Education is fundamental for achieving full human potential, developing an equitable and just
society, and promoting national development. Providing universal access to quality education is the
key to India’s continued ascent, and leadership on the global stage in terms of economic growth,
social justice and equality, scientific advancement, national integration, and cultural preservation.
Universal high-quality education is the best way forward for developing and maximizing our
country's rich talents and resources for the good of the individual, the society, the country, and the
world. India will have the highest population of young people in the world over the next decade, and
our ability to provide high-quality educational opportunities to them will determine the future of our
country.

The global education development agenda reflected in the Goal 4 (SDG4) of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, adopted by India in 2015 - seeks to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality
education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all” by 2030. Such a lofty goal will require
the entire education system to be reconfigured to support and foster learning, so that all of the critical
targets and goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development can be achieved.

The world is undergoing rapid changes in the knowledge landscape. With various dramatic scientific
and technological advances, such as the rise of big data, machine learning, and artificial intelligence,
many unskilled jobs worldwide may be taken over by machines, while the need for a skilled
workforce, particularly involving mathematics, computer science, and data science, in conjunction
with multidisciplinary abilities across the sciences, social sciences, and humanities, will be
increasingly in greater demand. With climate change, increasing pollution, and depleting natural
resources, there will be a sizeable shift in how we meet the world’s energy, water, food, and
sanitation needs, again resulting in the need for new skilled labour, particularly in biology, chemistry,
physics, agriculture, climate science, and social science. The growing emergence of epidemics and
pandemics will also call for collaborative research in infectious disease management and
development of vaccines and the resultant social issues heightens the need for multidisciplinary
learning. There will be a growing demand for humanities and art, as India moves towards becoming a
developed country as well as among the three largest economies in the world.

Indeed, with the quickly changing employment landscape and global ecosystem, it is becoming
increasingly critical that children not only learn, but more importantly learn how to learn. Education
thus, must move towards less content, and more towards learning about how to think critically and
solve problems, how to be creative and multidisciplinary, and how to innovate, adapt, and absorb new
material in novel and changing fields. Pedagogy must evolve to make education more experiential,
holistic, integrated, inquiry-driven, discovery-oriented, learner-centred, discussion-based, flexible,
and, of course, enjoyable. The curriculum must include basic arts, crafts, humanities, games, sports
and fitness, languages, literature, culture, and values, in addition to science and mathematics, to
develop all aspects and capabilities of learners; and make education more well-rounded, useful, and
fulfilling to the learner. Education must build character, enable learners to be ethical, rational,
compassionate, and caring, while at the same time prepare them for gainful, fulfilling employment.

The gap between the current state of learning outcomes and what is required must be bridged through
undertaking major reforms that bring the highest quality, equity, and integrity into the system, from
early childhood care and education through higher education.

The aim must be for India to have an education system by 2040 that is second to none, with equitable
access to the highest-quality education for all learners regardless of social or economic background.

This National Education Policy 2020 is the first education policy of the 21% century and aims to
address the many growing developmental imperatives of our country. This Policy proposes the
revision and revamping of all aspects of the education structure, including its regulation and
governance, to create a new system that is aligned with the aspirational goals of 215 century
education, including SDG4, while building upon India’s traditions and value systems. The National
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Education Policy lays particular emphasis on the development of the creative potential of each
individual. It is based on the principle that education must develop not only cognitive capacities -
both the ‘foundational capacities ’of literacy and numeracy and ‘higher-order’ cognitive capacities,
such as critical thinking and problem solving — but also social, ethical, and emotional capacities and
dispositions.

The rich heritage of ancient and eternal Indian knowledge and thought has been a guiding light for
this Policy. The pursuit of knowledge (Jnan), wisdom (Pragyaa), and truth (Satya) was always
considered in Indian thought and philosophy as the highest human goal. The aim of education in
ancient India was not just the acquisition of knowledge as preparation for life in this world, or life
beyond schooling, but for the complete realization and liberation of the self. World-class institutions
of ancient India such as Takshashila, Nalanda,Vikramshila, Vallabhi, set the highest standards of
multidisciplinary teaching and research and hosted scholars and students from across backgrounds
and countries. The Indian education system produced great scholars such as Charaka, Susruta,
Aryabhata, Varahamihira, Bhaskaracharya, Brahmagupta, Chanakya, Chakrapani Datta, Madhava,
Panini, Patanjali, Nagarjuna, Gautama, Pingala, Sankardev, Maitreyi, Gargi and Thiruvalluvar,
among numerous others, who made seminal contributions to world knowledge in diverse fields such
as mathematics, astronomy, metallurgy, medical science and surgery, civil engineering, architecture,
shipbuilding and navigation, yoga, fine arts, chess, and more. Indian culture and philosophy have had
a strong influence on the world. These rich legacies to world heritage must not only be nurtured and
preserved for posterity but also researched, enhanced, and put to new uses through our education
system.

The teacher must be at the centre of the fundamental reforms in the education system. The new
education policy must help re-establish teachers, at all levels, as the most respected and essential
members of our society, because they truly shape our next generation of citizens. It must do
everything to empower teachers and help them to do their job as effectively as possible. The new
education policy must help recruit the very best and brightest to enter the teaching profession at all
levels, by ensuring livelihood, respect, dignity, and autonomy, while also instilling in the system
basic methods of quality control and accountability.

The new education policy must provide to all students, irrespective of their place of residence, a
quality education system, with particular focus on historically marginalized, disadvantaged, and
underrepresented groups. Education is a great leveler and is the best tool for achieving economic and
social mobility, inclusion, and equality. Initiatives must be in place to ensure that all students from
such groups, despite inherent obstacles, are provided various targeted opportunities to enter and excel
in the educational system.

These elements must be incorporated taking into account the local and global needs of the country,
and with a respect for and deference to its rich diversity and culture. Instilling knowledge of India and
its varied social, cultural, and technological needs, its inimitable artistic, language, and knowledge
traditions, and its strong ethics in India’s young people is considered critical for purposes of national
pride, self-confidence, self-knowledge, cooperation, and integration.

Previous Policies

The implementation of previous policies on education has focused largely on issues of access and
equity. The unfinished agenda of the National Policy on Education 1986, modified in 1992 (NPE
1986/92), is appropriately dealt with in this Policy. A major development since the last Policy of
1986/92 has been the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act 2009 which laid
down legal underpinnings for achieving universal elementary education.

Principles of this Policy

The purpose of the education system is to develop good human beings capable of rational thought
and action, possessing compassion and empathy, courage and resilience, scientific temper and
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creative imagination, with sound ethical moorings and values. It aims at producing engaged,
productive, and contributing citizens for building an equitable, inclusive, and plural society as
envisaged by our Constitution.

A good education institution is one in which every student feels welcomed and cared for, where a
safe and stimulating learning environment exists, where a wide range of learning experiences are
offered, and where good physical infrastructure and appropriate resources conducive to learning are
available to all students. Attaining these qualities must be the goal of every educational institution.
However, at the same time, there must also be seamless integration and coordination across
institutions and across all stages of education.

The fundamental principles that will guide both the education system at large, as well as the
individual institutions within it are:

e recognizing, identifying, and fostering the unique capabilities of each student, by
sensitizing teachers as well as parents to promote each student’s holistic development in both
academic and non-academic spheres;

e according the highest priority to achieving Foundational Literacy and Numeracy by all
students by Grade 3;

o flexibility, so that learners have the ability to choose their learning trajectories and programmes,
and thereby choose their own paths in life according to their talents and interests;

e no hard separations between arts and sciences, between curricular and extra-curricular
activities, between vocational and academic streams, etc. in order to eliminate harmful
hierarchies among, and silos between different areas of learning;

o multidisciplinarity and a holistic education across the sciences, social sciences, arts,
humanities, and sports for a multidisciplinary world in order to ensure the unity and integrity
of all knowledge;

e emphasis on conceptual understanding rather than rote learning and learning-for-exams;

e creativity and critical thinking to encourage logical decision-making and innovation;

e ethics and human & Constitutional values like empathy, respect for others, cleanliness,
courtesy, democratic spirit, spirit of service, respect for public property, scientific temper,
liberty, responsibility, pluralism, equality, and justice;

e promoting multilingualism and the power of language in teaching and learning;

e life skills such as communication, cooperation, teamwork, and resilience;

o focus on regular formative assessment for learning rather than the summative assessment that
encourages today’s ‘coaching culture’;

o extensive use of technology in teaching and learning, removing language barriers, increasing
access for Divyang students, and educational planning and management;

e respect for diversity and respect for the local context in all curriculum, pedagogy, and policy,
always keeping in mind that education is a concurrent subject;

o full equity and inclusion as the cornerstone of all educational decisions to ensure that all
students are able to thrive in the education system,;

e synergy in curriculum across all levels of education from early childhood care and
education to school education to higher education;

e teachers and faculty as the heart of the learning process — their recruitment, continuous
professional development, positive working environments and service conditions;

e a ‘light but tight’ regulatory framework to ensure integrity, transparency, and resource
efficiency of the educational system through audit and public disclosure while encouraging
innovation and out-of-the-box ideas through autonomy, good governance, and empowerment;

e outstanding research as a corequisite for outstanding education and development;

o continuous review of progress based on sustained research and regular assessment by
educational experts;
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e arootedness and pride in India, and its rich, diverse, ancient and modern culture and
knowledge systems and traditions;

e education is a public service; access to quality education must be considered a basic right of
every child;

e substantial investment in a strong, vibrant public education system as well as the
encouragement and facilitation of true philanthropic private and community participation.

The Vision of this Policy

This National Education Policy envisions an education system rooted in Indian ethos that contributes
directly to transforming India, that is Bharat, sustainably into an equitable and vibrant knowledge
society, by providing high-quality education to all, and thereby making India a global knowledge
superpower. The Policy envisages that the curriculum and pedagogy of our institutions must
develop among the students a deep sense of respect towards the Fundamental Duties and
Constitutional values, bonding with one’s country, and a conscious awareness of one’s roles
and responsibilities in a changing world. The vision of the Policy is to instill among the
learners a deep-rooted pride in being Indian, not only in thought, but also in spirit, intellect,
and deeds, as well as to develop knowledge, skills, values, and dispositions that support
responsible commitment to human rights, sustainable development and living, and global
well-being, thereby reflecting a truly global citizen.

Part I. SCHOOL EDUCATION
This policy envisages that the extant 10+2 structure in school education will be modified with a new
pedagogical and curricular restructuring of 5+3+3+4 covering ages 3-18 as shown in the
representative figure and elaborated in detail later under Chapter 4.

Previous academic structure New Pedagogical & Curricular Structure
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Currently, children in the age group of 3-6 are not covered in the 10+2 structure as Class 1 begins at
age 6. In the new 5+3+3+4 structure, a strong base of Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE)
from age 3 is also included, which is aimed at promoting better overall learning, development, and
well-being.

1. Early Childhood Care and Education: The Foundation of Learning

Over 85% of a child’s cumulative brain development occurs prior to the age of 6, indicating the
critical importance of appropriate care and stimulation of the brain in the early years in order to
ensure healthy brain development and growth. Presently, quality ECCE is not available to crores of
young children, particularly children from socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds. Strong
investment in ECCE has the potential to give all young children such access, enabling them to
participate and flourish in the educational system throughout their lives. Universal provisioning of
quality early childhood development, care, and education must thus be achieved as soon as possible,
and no later than 2030, to ensure that all students entering Grade 1 are school ready.

ECCE ideally consists of flexible, multi-faceted, multi-level, play-based, activity-based, and inquiry-
based learning, comprising of alphabets, languages, numbers, counting, colours, shapes, indoor and
outdoor play, puzzles and logical thinking, problem-solving, drawing, painting and other visual art,
craft, drama and puppetry, music and movement. It also includes a focus on developing social
capacities, sensitivity, good behaviour, courtesy, ethics, personal and public cleanliness, teamwork,
and cooperation. The overall aim of ECCE will be to attain optimal outcomes in the domains of:
physical and motor development, cognitive development, socio-emotional-ethical development,
cultural/artistic development, and the development of communication and early language, literacy,
and numeracy.

A National Curricular and Pedagogical Framework for Early Childhood Care and Education
(NCPFECCE) for children up to the age of 8 will be developed by NCERT in two parts, namely, a
sub-framework for 0-3 year-olds, and a sub-framework for 3-8 year-olds, aligned with the above
guidelines, the latest research on ECCE, and national and international best practices. In particular,
the numerous rich local traditions of India developed over millennia in ECCE involving art, stories,
poetry, games, songs, and more, will also be suitably incorporated. The framework will serve as a
guide both for parents and for early childhood care and education institutions.

The overarching goal will be to ensure universal access to high-quality ECCE across the country in a
phased manner. Special attention and priority will be given to districts and locations that are
particularly socio-economically disadvantaged. ECCE shall be delivered through a significantly
expanded and strengthened system of early-childhood education institutions consisting of (a) stand-
alone Anganwadis; (b) Anganwadis co-located with primary schools; (c) pre-primary
schools/sections covering at least age 5 to 6 years co-located with existing primary schools; and (d)
stand-alone pre-schools - all of which would recruit workers/teachers specially trained in the
curriculum and pedagogy of ECCE.

For universal access to ECCE, Anganwadi Centres will be strengthened with high-quality
infrastructure, play equipment, and well-trained Anganwadi workers/teachers. Every Anganwadi will
have a well-ventilated, well-designed, child-friendly and well-constructed building with an enriched
learning environment. Children in Anganwadi Centres shall take activity-filled tours - and meet the
teachers and students of their local primary schools, in order to make the transition from Anganwadi
Centres to primary schools a smooth one. Anganwadis shall be fully integrated into school
complexes/clusters, and Anganwadi children, parents, and teachers will be invited to attend and
participate in school/school complex programmes and vice versa.

It is envisaged that prior to the age of 5 every child will move to a “Preparatory Class” or
“Balavatika” (that is, before Class 1), which has an ECCE-qualified teacher. The learning in
the Preparatory Class shall be based primarily on play-based learning with a focus on developing
cognitive, affective, and psychomotor abilities and early literacy and numeracy. The mid-
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day meal programme shall also be extended to the Preparatory Classes in primary schools. Health
check-ups and growth monitoring that are available in the Anganwadi system shall also be made
available to Preparatory Class students of Anganwadi as well as of primary schools.

To prepare an initial cadre of high-quality ECCE teachers in Anganwadis, current Anganwadi
workers/teachers will be trained through a systematic effort in accordance with the
curricular/pedagogical framework developed by NCERT. Anganwadi workers/teachers with
qualifications of 10+2 and above shall be given a 6-month certificate programme in ECCE; and those
with lower educational qualifications shall be given a one-year diploma programme covering early
literacy, numeracy, and other relevant aspects of ECCE. These programmes may be run through
digital/distance mode using DTH channels as well as smartphones, allowing teachers to acquire
ECCE qualifications with minimal disruption to their current work. The ECCE training of Anganwadi
workers/teachers will be mentored by the Cluster Resource Centres of the School Education
Department which shall hold at least one monthly contact class for continuous assessment. In the
longer term, State Governments shall prepare cadres of professionally qualified educators for early
childhood care and education, through stage-specific professional training, mentoring mechanisms,
and career mapping. Necessary facilities will also be created for the initial professional preparation of
these educators and their Continuous Professional Development (CPD).

ECCE will also be introduced in Ashramshalas in tribal-dominated areas and in all formats of
alternative schooling in a phased manner. The process for integration and implementation of ECCE
in Ashramshalas and alternative schooling will be similar to that detailed above.

The responsibility for ECCE curriculum and pedagogy will lie with MHRD to ensure its continuity
from pre-primary school through primary school, and to ensure due attention to the foundational
aspects of education. The planning and implementation of early childhood care and education
curriculum will be carried out jointly by the Ministries of HRD, Women and Child Development
(WCD), Health and Family Welfare (HFW), and Tribal Affairs. A special joint task force will be
constituted for continuous guidance of the smooth integration of early childhood care and education
into school education.

2. Foundational Literacy and Numeracy: An Urgent & Necessary Prerequisite to Learning

The ability to read and write, and perform basic operations with numbers, is a necessary foundation
and an indispensable prerequisite for all future schooling and lifelong learning. However, various
governmental, as well as non-governmental surveys, indicate that we are currently in a learning crisis:
a large proportion of students currently in elementary school - estimated to be over 5 crore in number
- have not attained foundational literacy and numeracy, i.e., the ability to read and comprehend basic
text and the ability to carry out basic addition and subtraction with Indian numerals.

Attaining foundational literacy and numeracy for all children will thus become an urgent national
mission, with immediate measures to be taken on many fronts and with clear goals that will be
attained in the short term (including that every student will attain foundational literacy and
numeracy by Grade 3). The highest priority of the education system will be to achieve universal
foundational literacy and numeracy in primary school by 2025. The rest of this Policy will
become relevant for our students only if this most basic learning requirement (i.e., reading,
writing, and arithmetic at the foundational level) is first achieved. To this end, a National
Mission on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy will be set up by the Ministry of Human
Resource Development (MHRD) on priority. Accordingly, all State/UT governments will
immediately prepare an implementation plan for attaining universal foundational literacy and
numeracy in all primary schools, identifying stage-wise targets and goals to be achieved by 2025, and
closely tracking and monitoring progress of the same.

First, teacher vacancies will be filled at the earliest, in a time-bound manner - especially in
disadvantaged areas and areas with large pupil-to-teacher ratios or high rates of illiteracy. Special
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attention will be given to employing local teachers or those with familiarity with local languages. A
pupil-teacher ratio (PTR) of under 30:1 will be ensured at the level of each school; areas having large
numbers of socio-economically disadvantaged students will aim for a PTR of under 25:1. Teachers
will be trained, encouraged, and supported - with continuous professional development - to impart
foundational literacy and numeracy.

On the curricular side, there will be an increased focus on foundational literacy and numeracy - and
generally, on reading, writing, speaking, counting, arithmetic, and mathematical thinking - throughout
the preparatory and middle school curriculum, with a robust system of continuous formative/adaptive
assessment to track and thereby individualize and ensure each student's learning. Specific hours daily
- and regular events over the year-on activities involving these subjects will be dedicated to
encourage and enthuse students. Teacher education and the early grade curriculum will be redesigned
to have a renewed emphasis on foundational literacy and numeracy.

Currently, with the lack of universal access to ECCE, a large proportion of children already fall
behind within the first few weeks of Grade 1. Thus, to ensure that all students are school ready, an
interim 3-month play-based ‘school preparation module’ for all Grade 1 students, consisting of
activities and workbooks around the learning of alphabets, sounds, words, colours, shapes, and
numbers, and involving collaborations with peers and parents, will be developed by NCERT and
SCERTs.

A national repository of high-quality resources on foundational literacy and numeracy will be made
available on the Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing (DIKSHA). Technological
interventions to serve as aids to teachers and to help bridge any language barriers that may exist
between teachers and students, will be piloted and implemented

Due to the scale of the current learning crisis, all viable methods will be explored to support teachers
in the mission of attaining universal foundational literacy and numeracy. Studies around the world
show one-on-one peer tutoring to be extremely effective for learning not just for the learner, but also
for the tutor. Thus, peer tutoring can be taken up as a voluntary and joyful activity for fellow students
under the supervision of trained teachers and by taking due care of safety aspects. Additionally, it will
also be made far easier for trained volunteers - from both the local community and beyond - to
participate in this large-scale mission. Every literate member of the community could commit to
teaching one student/person how to read, it would change the country’s landscape very quickly.
States may consider establishing innovative models to foster such peer-tutoring and volunteer
activities, as well as launch other programmes to support learners, in this nationwide mission to
promote foundational literacy and numeracy.

Enjoyable and inspirational books for students at all levels will be developed, including through high-
quality translation (technology assisted as needed) in all local and Indian languages, and will be made
available extensively in both school and local public libraries. Public and school libraries will be
significantly expanded to build a culture of reading across the country. Digital libraries will also be
established. School libraries will be set up - particularly in villages - to serve the community during
non-school hours, and book clubs may meet in public/school libraries to further facilitate and promote
widespread reading. A National Book Promotion Policy will be formulated, and extensive initiatives
will be undertaken to ensure the availability, accessibility, quality, and readership of books across
geographies, languages, levels, and genres.

Children are unable to learn optimally when they are undernourished or unwell. Hence, the nutrition
and health (including mental health) of children will be addressed, through healthy meals and the
introduction of well-trained social workers, counsellors, and community involvement into the
schooling system. Furthermore, research shows that the morning hours after a nutritious breakfast can
be particularly productive for the study of cognitively more demanding subjects and hence these
hours may be leveraged by providing a simple but energizing breakfast in addition to midday meals.
In locations where hot meals are not possible, a simple but nutritious meal, e.g., groundnuts/chana
mixed with jaggery and/or local fruits may be provided. All school children shall undergo regular
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health check-ups especially for 100% immunization in schools and health cards will be issued to
monitor the same.

3. Curtailing Dropout Rates and Ensuring Universal Access to Education at All Levels

One of the primary goals of the schooling system must be to ensure that children are enrolled in and
are attending school. Through initiatives such as the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (now the Samagra
Shiksha) and the Right to Education Act, India has made remarkable strides in recent years in
attaining near-universal enrolment in elementary education. However, the data for later grades
indicates some serious issues in retaining children in the schooling system. The GER for Grades 6-8
was 90.9%, while for Grades 9-10 and 11-12 it was only 79.3% and 56.5%, respectively - indicating
that a significant proportion of enrolled students drop out after Grade 5 and especially after Grade 8.
As per the 75th round household survey by NSSO in 2017-18, the number of out of school children in
the age group of 6 to 17 years is 3.22 crore. It will be a top priority to bring these children back into
the educational fold as early as possible, and to prevent further students from dropping out, with a
goal to achieve 100% Gross Enrolment Ratio in preschool to secondary level by 2030. A concerted
national effort will be made to ensure universal access and afford opportunity to all children of the
country to obtain quality holistic education—including vocational education - from pre-school to
Grade 12.

There are two overall initiatives that will be undertaken to bring children who have dropped out back
to school and to prevent further children from dropping out. The first is to provide effective and
sufficient infrastructure so that all students have access to safe and engaging school education at all
levels from pre-primary school to Grade 12. Besides providing regular trained teachers at each stage,
special care shall be taken to ensure that no school remains deficient on infrastructure support. The
credibility of Government schools shall be re-established and this will be attained by upgrading and
enlarging the schools that already exist, building additional quality schools in areas where they do not
exist, and providing safe and practical conveyances and/or hostels, especially for the girl children, so
that all children have the opportunity to attend a quality school and learn at the appropriate level.
Alternative and innovative education centres will be put in place in cooperation with civil society to
ensure that children of migrant labourers, and other children who are dropping out of school due to
various circumstances are brought back into mainstream education.

The second is to achieve universal participation in school by carefully tracking students, as well as
their learning levels, in order to ensure that they (a) are enrolled in and attending school, and (b) have
suitable opportunities to catch up and re-enter school in case they have fallen behind or dropped out.
For providing equitable and quality education from the Foundational Stage through Grade 12 to all
children up to the age of 18, suitable facilitating systems shall be put in place. Counsellors or well-
trained social workers connected to schools/school complexes and teachers will continuously work
with students and their parents and will travel through and engage with communities to ensure that all
school-age children are attending and learning in school. Trained and qualified social workers from
civil society organizations/departments of Social Justice and Empowerment and government
functionaries dealing with empowerment of Persons with Disabilities at the State and district level,
could be connected to schools, through various innovative mechanisms adopted by State/UT
Governments, to help in carrying out this important work.

Once infrastructure and participation are in place, ensuring quality will be the key in retention of
students, so that they (particularly, girls and students from other socio-economically disadvantaged
groups) do not lose interest in attending school. This will require a system of incentives for deploying
teachers with knowledge of the local language to areas with high dropout rates, as well as
overhauling the curriculum to make it more engaging and useful.

To facilitate learning for all students, with special emphasis on Socio-Economically Disadvantaged
Groups (SEDGs), the scope of school education will be broadened to facilitate multiple pathways to
learning involving both formal and non-formal education modes. Open and Distance Learning (ODL)
Programmes offered by the National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS)
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and State Open Schools will be expanded and strengthened for meeting the learning needs of young
people in India who are not able to attend a physical school. NIOS and State Open Schools will offer
the following programmes in addition to the present programmes: A, B and C levels that are
equivalent to Grades 3, 5, and 8§ of the formal school system; secondary education programmes that
are equivalent to Grades 10 and 12; vocational education courses/programmes; and adult literacy and
life-enrichment programmes. States will be encouraged to develop these offerings in regional
languages by establishing new/strengthening existing State Institutes of Open Schooling (SIOS).

To make it easier for both governments as well as non-governmental philanthropic organizations to
build schools, to encourage local variations on account of culture, geography, and demographics, and
to allow alternative models of education, the requirements for schools will be made less restrictive.
The focus will be to have less emphasis on input and greater emphasis on output potential concerning
desired learning outcomes. Regulations on inputs will be limited to certain areas as enumerated in
Chapter 8. Other models for schools will also be piloted, such as public-philanthropic partnerships.

Efforts will be made to involve community and alumni in volunteer efforts for enhancing learning by
providing at schools: one-on-one tutoring; the teaching of literacy and holding of extra- help
sessions; teaching support and guidance for educators; career guidance and mentoring to students;
etc. In this regard, the support of active and healthy senior citizens, school alumni and local
community members will be suitably garnered. Databases of literate volunteers, retired
scientists/government/semi government employees, alumni, and educators will be created for this

purpose.

4. Curriculum and Pedagogy in Schools: Learning Should be Holistic, Integrated,
Enjoyable, and Engaging

Restructuring school curriculum and pedagogy in a new 5+3+3+4 design

The curricular and pedagogical structure of school education will be reconfigured to make it
responsive and relevant to the developmental needs and interests of learners at different stages of
their development, corresponding to the age ranges of 3-8, 8-11, 11-14, and 14-18 years, respectively.
The curricular and pedagogical structure and the curricular framework for school education will
therefore be guided by a 5+3+3+4 design, consisting of the Foundational Stage (in two parts, that is,
3 years of Anganwadi/pre-school + 2 years in primary school in Grades 1-2; both together covering
ages 3-8), Preparatory Stage (Grades 3-5, covering ages 8-11), Middle Stage (Grades 6-8, covering
ages 11-14), and Secondary Stage (Grades 9-12 in two phases, i.e., 9 and 10 in the first and 11 and
12 in the second, covering ages 14-18).

The Foundational Stage will consist of five years of flexible, multilevel, play/activity-based learning
and the curriculum and pedagogy of ECCE as mentioned in para 1.2. The Preparatory Stage will
comprise three years of education building on the play, discovery, and activity-based pedagogical
and curricular style of the Foundational Stage, and will also begin to incorporate some light text
books as well as aspects of more formal but interactive classroom learning, in order to lay a solid
groundwork across subjects, including reading, writing, speaking, physical education, art, languages,
science, and mathematics. The Middle Stage will comprise three years of education, building on the
pedagogical and curricular style of the Preparatory Stage, but with the introduction of subject
teachers for learning and discussion of the more abstract concepts in each subject that students will
be ready for at this stage across the sciences, mathematics, arts, social sciences, and humanities.
Experiential learning within each subject, and explorations of relations among different subjects, will
be encouraged and emphasized despite the introduction of more specialized subjects and subject
teachers. The Secondary Stage will comprise of four years of multidisciplinary study, building on the
subject-oriented pedagogical and curricular style of the Middle Stage, but with greater depth, greater
critical thinking, greater attention to life aspirations, and greater flexibility and student choice of
subjects. In particular students would continue to have the option of exiting after Grade 10
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and re-entering in the next phase to pursue vocational or any other courses available in Grades 11-
12, including at a more specialized school, if so desired.

The above-described stages are purely curricular and pedagogical, designed to optimize learning for
students based on the cognitive development of children; they will inform the development of
National and State curricula and teaching-learning strategies at each stage, but parallel changes to
physical infrastructure will not be required.

Holistic development of learners

The key overall thrust of curriculum and pedagogy reform across all stages will be to move the
education system towards real understanding and towards learning how to learn - and away from the
culture of rote learning as is largely present today. The aim of education will not only be cognitive
development, but also building character and creating holistic and well-rounded individuals equipped
with the key 21 century skills. Ultimately, knowledge is a deep-seated treasure and education helps
in its manifestation as the perfection which is already within an individual. All aspects of curriculum
and pedagogy will be reoriented and revamped to attain these critical goals. Specific sets of skills and
values across domains will be identified for integration and incorporation at each stage of learning,
from pre-school to higher education. Curriculum frameworks and transaction mechanisms will be
developed for ensuring that these skills and values are imbibed through engaging processes of
teaching and learning. NCERT will identify these required skill sets and include mechanisms for their
transaction in the National Curriculum Framework for early childhood and school education.

Reduce curriculum content to enhance essential learning and critical thinking

Curriculum content will be reduced in each subject to its core essentials, to make space for critical
thinking and more holistic, inquiry-based, discovery-based, discussion-based, and analysis- based
learning. The mandated content will focus on key concepts, ideas, applications, and problem- solving.
Teaching and learning will be conducted in a more interactive manner; questions will be encouraged,
and classroom sessions will regularly contain more fun, creative, collaborative, and exploratory
activities for students for deeper and more experiential learning.

Experiential learning

In all stages, experiential learning will be adopted, including hands-on learning, arts-integrated and
sports-integrated education, story-telling-based pedagogy, among others, as standard pedagogy within
each subject, and with explorations of relations among different subjects. To close the gap in
achievement of learning outcomes, classroom transactions will shift, towards competency-based
learning and education. The assessment tools (including assessment “as”, “of”’, and “for” learning)
will also be aligned with the learning outcomes, capabilities, and dispositions as specified for each

subject of a given class.

Art-integration is a cross-curricular pedagogical approach that utilizes various aspects and forms of
art and culture as the basis for learning of concepts across subjects. As a part of the thrust on
experiential learning, art-integrated education will be embedded in classroom transactions not only
for creating joyful classrooms, but also for imbibing the Indian ethos through integration of Indian art
and culture in the teaching and learning process at every level. This art-integrated approach will
strengthen the linkages between education and culture.

Sports-integration is another cross-curricular pedagogical approach that utilizes physical activities
including indigenous sports, in pedagogical practices to help in developing skills such as
collaboration, self-initiative, self-direction, self-discipline, teamwork, responsibility, citizenship, etc.
Sports-integrated learning will be undertaken in classroom transactions to help students adopt fitness
as a lifelong attitude and to achieve the related life skills along with the levels of fitness as envisaged
in the Fit India Movement. The need to integrate sports in education is well recognized as it serves to
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foster holistic development by promoting physical and psychological well-being while also
enhancing cognitive abilities.

Empower students through flexibility in course choices

Students will be given increased flexibility and choice of subjects to study, particularly in secondary
school - including subjects in physical education, the arts and crafts, and vocational skills

— so that they can design their own paths of study and life plans. Holistic development and a wide
choice of subjects and courses year to year will be the new distinguishing feature of secondary school
education. There will be no hard separation among ‘curricular’, ‘extracurricular’, or ‘co-curricular’,
among ‘arts’, ‘humanities’, and ‘sciences’, or between ‘vocational’ or ‘academic’ streams. Subjects
such as physical education, the arts and crafts, and vocational skills, in addition to science,
humanities, and mathematics, will be incorporated throughout the school curriculum, with a
consideration for what is interesting and safe at each age.

Each of the four stages of school education, in accordance with what may be possible in different
regions, may consider moving towards a semester or any other system that allows the inclusion of
shorter modules, or courses that are taught on alternate days, in order to allow an exposure to more
subjects and enable greater flexibility. States may look into innovative methods to achieve these aims
of greater flexibility and exposure to and enjoyment of a wider range of subjects, including across the
arts, sciences, humanities, languages, sports, and vocational subjects.

Multilingualism and the power of language

It is well understood that young children learn and grasp nontrivial concepts more quickly in their
home language/mother tongue. Home language is usually the same language as the mother tongue or
that which is spoken by local communities. However, at times in multi-lingual families, there can be a
home language spoken by other family members which may sometimes be different from mother
tongue or local language. Wherever possible, the medium of instruction until at least Grade 5, but
preferably till Grade 8 and beyond, will be the home language/mother tongue/local language/regional
language. Thereafter, the home/local language shall continue to be taught as a language wherever
possible. This will be followed by both public and private schools. High-quality textbooks, including
in science, will be made available in home languages/mother tongue. All efforts will be made early on
to ensure that any gaps that exist between the language spoken by the child and the medium of
teaching are bridged. In cases where home language/mother tongue textbook material is not available,
the language of transaction between teachers and students will still remain the home language/mother
tongue wherever possible. Teachers will be encouraged to use a bilingual approach, including
bilingual teaching-learning materials, with those students whose home language may be different
from the medium of instruction. All languages will be taught with high quality to all students; a
language does not need to be the medium of instruction for it to be taught and learned well.

As research clearly shows that children pick up languages extremely quickly between the ages of 2
and 8 and that multilingualism has great cognitive benefits to young students, children will be
exposed to different languages early on (but with a particular emphasis on the mother tongue),
starting from the Foundational Stage onwards. All languages will be taught in an enjoyable and
interactive style, with plenty of interactive conversation, and with early reading and subsequently
writing in the mother tongue in the early years, and with skills developed for reading and writing in
other languages in Grade 3 and beyond. There will be a major effort from both the Central and State
governments to invest in large numbers of language teachers in all regional languages around the
country, and, in particular, for all languages mentioned in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution of
India. States, especially States from different regions of India, may enter into bilateral agreements to
hire teachers in large numbers from each other, to satisfy the three-language formula in their
respective States, and also to encourage the study of Indian languages across the country. Extensive
use of technology will be made for teaching and learning of different languages and to popularize
language learning.
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The three-language formula will continue to be implemented while keeping in mind the
Constitutional provisions, aspirations of the people, regions, and the Union, and the need to promote
multilingualism as well as promote national unity. However, there will be a greater flexibility in the
three-language formula, and no language will be imposed on any State. The three languages learned
by children will be the choices of States, regions, and of course the students themselves, so long as at
least two of the three languages are native to India. In particular, students who wish to change one or
more of the three languages they are studying may do so in Grade 6 or 7, as long as they are able to
demonstrate basic proficiency in three languages (including one language of India at the literature
level) by the end of secondary school.

All efforts will be made in preparing high-quality bilingual textbooks and teaching-learning materials
for science and mathematics, so that students are enabled to think and speak about the two subjects
both in their home language/mother tongue and in English.

As so many developed countries around the world have amply demonstrated, being well educated in
one’s language, culture, and traditions is not a detriment but indeed a huge benefit to educational,
social, and technological advancement. India’s languages are among the richest, most scientific, most
beautiful, and most expressive in the world, with a huge body of ancient as well as modern literature
(both prose and poetry), film, and music written in these languages that help form India’s national
identity and wealth. For purposes of cultural enrichment as well as national integration, all young
Indians should be aware of the rich and vast array of languages of their country, and the treasures that
they and their literatures contain.

Thus, every student in the country will participate in a fun project/activity on ‘The Languages of
India’, sometime in Grades 6-8, such as, under the ‘Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat’ initiative. In this
project/activity, students will learn about the remarkable unity of most of the major Indian languages,
starting with their common phonetic and scientifically-arranged alphabets and scripts, their common
grammatical structures, their origins and sources of vocabularies from Sanskrit and other classical
languages, as well as their rich inter-influences and differences. They will also learn what
geographical areas speak which languages, get a sense of the nature and structure of tribal languages,
and learn to say commonly spoken phrases and sentences in every major language of India and also
learn a bit about the rich and uplifting literature of each (through suitable translations as necessary).
Such an activity would give them both a sense of the unity and the beautiful cultural heritage and
diversity of India and would be a wonderful icebreaker their whole lives as they meet people from
other parts of India. This project/activity would be a joyful activity and would not involve any form
of assessment.

The importance, relevance, and beauty of the classical languages and literature of India also cannot be
overlooked. Sanskrit, while also an important modern language mentioned in the Eighth Schedule of
the Constitution of India, possesses a classical literature that is greater in volume than that of Latin
and Greek put together, containing vast treasures of mathematics, philosophy, grammar, music,
politics, medicine, architecture, metallurgy, drama, poetry, storytelling, and more (known as ‘Sanskrit
Knowledge Systems’), written by people of various religions as well as non-religious people, and by
people from all walks of life and a wide range of socio-economic backgrounds over thousands of
years. Sanskrit will thus be offered at all levels of school and higher education as an important,
enriching option for students, including as an option in the three-language formula. It will be taught
in ways that are interesting and experiential as well as contemporarily relevant, including through the
use of Sanskrit Knowledge Systems, and in particular through phonetics and pronunciation. Sanskrit
textbooks at the foundational and middle school level may be written in Simple Standard Sanskrit
(SSS) to teach Sanskrit through Sanskrit (STS) and make its study truly enjoyable.

India also has an extremely rich literature in other classical languages, including classical Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Odia. In addition to these classical languages Pali, Persian, and Prakrit;
and their works of literature too must be preserved for their richness and for the pleasure and
enrichment of posterity. As India becomes a fully developed country, the next generation will want to
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partake in and be enriched by India’s extensive and beautiful classical literature. In addition to
Sanskrit, other classical languages and literatures of India, including Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam, Odia, Pali, Persian, and Prakrit, will also be widely available in schools as options for
students, possibly as online modules, through experiential and innovative approaches, to ensure that
these languages and literature stay alive and vibrant. Similar efforts will be made for all Indian
languages having rich oral and written literatures, cultural traditions, and knowledge.

For the enrichment of the children, and for the preservation of these rich languages and their artistic
treasures, all students in all schools, public or private, will have the option of learning at least two
years of a classical language of India and its associated literature, through experiential and innovative
approaches, including the integration of technology, in Grades 6-12, with the option to continue from
the middle stage through the secondary stage and beyond.

In addition to high quality offerings in Indian languages and English, foreign languages, such as
Korean, Japanese, Thai, French, German, Spanish, Portuguese, and Russian, will also be offered at
the secondary level, for students to learn about the cultures of the world and to enrich their global
knowledge and mobility according to their own interests and aspirations.

The teaching of all languages will be enhanced through innovative and experiential methods,
including through gamification and apps, by weaving in the cultural aspects of the languages - such
as films, theatre, storytelling, poetry, and music - and by drawing connections with various relevant
subjects and with real-life experiences. Thus, the teaching of languages will also be based on
experiential-learning pedagogy.

Indian Sign Language (ISL) will be standardized across the country, and National and State
curriculum materials developed, for use by students with hearing impairment. Local sign languages
will be respected and taught as well, where possible and relevant.

Curricular Integration of Essential Subjects, Skills, and Capacities

While students must have a large amount of flexibility in choosing their individual curricula, certain
subjects, skills, and capacities should be learned by all students to become good, successful,
innovative, adaptable, and productive human beings in today’s rapidly changing world. In addition to
proficiency in languages, these skills include: scientific temper and evidence-based thinking;
creativity and innovativeness; sense of aesthetics and art; oral and written communication; health and
nutrition; physical education, fitness, wellness, and sports; collaboration and teamwork; problem
solving and logical reasoning; vocational exposure and skills; digital literacy, coding, and
computational thinking; ethical and moral reasoning; knowledge and practice of human and
Constitutional values; gender sensitivity; Fundamental Duties; citizenship skills and values;
knowledge of India; environmental awareness including water and resource conservation, sanitation
and hygiene; and current affairs and knowledge of critical issues facing local communities, States, the
country, and the world.

Concerted curricular and pedagogical initiatives, including the introduction of contemporary subjects
such as Artificial Intelligence, Design Thinking, Holistic Health, Organic Living, Environmental
Education, Global Citizenship Education (GCED), etc. at relevant stages will be undertaken to
develop these various important skills in students at all levels.

It is recognized that mathematics and mathematical thinking will be very important for India’s future
and India’s leadership role in the numerous upcoming fields and professions that will involve
artificial intelligence, machine learning, and data science, etc. Thus, mathematics and computational
thinking will be given increased emphasis throughout the school years, starting with the foundational
stage, through a variety of innovative methods, including the regular use of puzzles and games that
make mathematical thinking more enjoyable and engaging. Activities involving coding will be
introduced in Middle Stage.
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Every student will take a fun course, during Grades 6-8, that gives a survey and hands-on experience
of a sampling of important vocational crafts, such as carpentry, electric work, metal work, gardening,
pottery making, etc., as decided by States and local communities and as mapped by local skilling
needs. A practice-based curriculum for Grades 6-8 will be appropriately designed by NCERT while
framing the NCFSE 2020-21. All students will participate in a 10-day bagless period sometime
during Grades 6-8 where they intern with local vocational experts such as carpenters, gardeners,
potters, artists, etc. Similar internship opportunities to learn vocational subjects may be made
available to students throughout Grades 6-12, including holiday periods. Vocational courses through
online mode will also be made available. Bagless days will be encouraged throughout the year for
various types of enrichment activities involving arts, quizzes, sports, and vocational crafts. Children
will be given periodic exposure to activities outside school through visits to places/monuments of
historical, cultural and tourist importance, meeting local artists and craftsmen and visits higher
educational institutions in their village/Tehsil/District/State.

“Knowledge of India” will include knowledge from ancient India and its contributions to modern
India and its successes and challenges, and a clear sense of India’s future aspirations with regard to
education, health, environment, etc. These elements will be incorporated in an accurate and scientific
manner throughout the school curriculum wherever relevant; in particular, Indian Knowledge
Systems, including tribal knowledge and indigenous and traditional ways of learning, will be covered
and included in mathematics, astronomy, philosophy, yoga, architecture, medicine, agriculture,
engineering, linguistics, literature, sports, games, as well as in governance, polity, conservation.
Specific courses in tribal ethno-medicinal practices, forest management, traditional (organic) crop
cultivation, natural farming, etc. will also be made available. An engaging course on Indian
Knowledge Systems will also be available to students in secondary school as an elective.
Competitions may be held in schools for learning various topics and subjects through fun and
indigenous games. Video documentaries on inspirational luminaries of India, ancient and modern, in
science and beyond, will be shown at appropriate points throughout the school curriculum. Students
will be encouraged to visit different States as part of cultural exchange programmes.

Students will be taught at a young age the importance of “doing what's right”, and will be given a
logical framework for making ethical decisions. In later years, this would then be expanded along
themes of cheating, violence, plagiarism, littering, tolerance, equality, empathy, etc., with a view to
enabling children to embrace moral/ethical values in conducting one's life, formulate a
position/argument about an ethical issue from multiple perspectives, and use ethical practices in all
work. As consequences of such basic ethical reasoning, traditional Indian values and all basic human
and Constitutional values (such as seva, ahimsa, swachchhata, satya, nishkam karma, shanti,
sacrifice, tolerance, diversity, pluralism, righteous conduct, gender sensitivity, respect for elders,
respect for all people and their inherent capabilities regardless of background, respect for
environment, helpfulness, courtesy, patience, forgiveness, empathy, compassion, patriotism,
democratic outlook, integrity, responsibility, justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity) will be
developed in all students. Children will have the opportunity to read and learn from the original
stories of the Panchatantra, Jataka, Hitopadesh, and other fun fables and inspiring tales from the
Indian tradition and learn about their influences on global literature. Excerpts from the Indian
Constitution will also be considered essential reading for all students. Basic training in health,
including preventive health, mental health, good nutrition, personal and public hygiene, disaster
response and first-aid will also be included in the curriculum, as well as scientific explanations of the
detrimental and damaging effects of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs.

All curriculum and pedagogy, from the foundational stage onwards, will be redesigned to be strongly
rooted in the Indian and local context and ethos in terms of culture, traditions, heritage, customs,
language, philosophy, geography, ancient and contemporary knowledge, societal and scientific needs,
indigenous and traditional ways of learning etc. — in order to ensure that education is maximally
relatable, relevant, interesting, and effective for our students. Stories, arts, games, sports, examples,
problems, etc. will be chosen as much as possible to be rooted in the Indian and local geographic
context. Ideas, abstractions, and creativity will indeed best flourish when learning is thus rooted.
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National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCFSE)

The formulation of a new and comprehensive National Curricular Framework for School Education,
NCFSE 2020-21, will be undertaken by the NCERT - based on the principles of this National
Education Policy 2020, frontline curriculum needs, and after discussions with all stakeholders
including State Governments, Ministries, relevant Departments of the Central Government, and other
expert bodies, and will be made available in all regional languages. The NCFSE document shall
henceforth be revisited and updated once every 5-10 years, taking into account frontline curriculum.

National Textbooks with Local Content and Flavour

The reduction in content and increased flexibility of school curriculum - and the renewed emphasis
on constructive rather than rote learning - must be accompanied by parallel changes in school
textbooks. All textbooks shall aim to contain the essential core material (together with discussion,
analysis, examples, and applications) deemed important on a national level, but at the same time
contain any desired nuances and supplementary material as per local contexts and needs. Where
possible, schools and teachers will also have choices in the textbooks they employ - from among a set
of textbooks that contain the requisite national and local material - so that they may teach in a manner
that is best suited to their own pedagogical styles as well as to their students and communities’ needs.

The aim will be to provide such quality textbooks at the lowest possible cost -namely, at the cost of
production/printing - in order to mitigate the burden of textbook prices on the students and on the
educational system. This may be accomplished by using high-quality textbook materials developed
by NCERT in conjunction with the SCERTSs; additional textbook materials could be funded by
public-philanthropic partnerships and crowd sourcing that incentivize experts to write such high-
quality textbooks at cost price. States will prepare their own curricula (which may be based on the
NCFSE prepared by NCERT to the extent possible) and prepare textbooks (which may be based on
the NCERT textbook materials to the extent possible), incorporating State flavour and material as
needed. While doing so, it must be borne in mind that NCERT curriculum would be taken as the
nationally acceptable criterion. The availability of such textbooks in all regional languages will be a
top priority so that all students have access to high-quality learning. All efforts will be made to ensure
timely availability of textbooks in schools. Access to downloadable and printable versions of all
textbooks will be provided by all States/UTs and NCERT to help conserve the environment and
reduce the logistical burden.

Concerted efforts, through suitable changes in curriculum and pedagogy, will be made by NCERT,
SCERTs, schools, and educators to significantly reduce the weight of school bags and textbooks.

Transforming Assessment for Student Development

The aim of assessment in the culture of our schooling system will shift from one that is summative
and primarily tests rote memorization skills to one that is more regular and formative, is more
competency-based, promotes learning and development for our students, and tests higher-order skills,
such as analysis, critical thinking, and conceptual clarity. The primary purpose of assessment will
indeed be for learning; it will help the teacher and student, and the entire schooling system,
continuously revise teaching-learning processes to optimize learning and development for all
students. This will be the underlying principle for assessment at all levels of education.

The progress card of all students for school-based assessment, which is communicated by schools to
parents, will be completely redesigned by States/UTs under guidance from the proposed National
Assessment Centre, NCERT, and SCERTs. The progress card will be a holistic, 360-degree,
multidimensional report that reflects in great detail the progress as well as the uniqueness of each
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learner in the cognitive, affective, and psychomotor domains. It will include self-assessment and peer
assessment, and progress of the child in project-based and inquiry-based learning, quizzes, role plays,
group work, portfolios, etc., along with teacher assessment. The holistic progress card will form an
important link between home and school and will be accompanied by parent-teacher meetings in
order to actively involve parents in their children’s holistic education and development. The progress
card would also provide teachers and parents with valuable information on how to support each
student in and out of the classroom. Al-based software could be developed and used by students to
help track their growth through their school years based on learning data and interactive
questionnaires for parents, students, and teachers, in order to provide students with wvaluable
information on their strengths, areas of interest, and needed areas of focus, and to thereby help them
make optimal career choices.

The current nature of secondary school exams, including Board exams and entrance exams - and the
resulting coaching culture of today - are doing much harm, especially at the secondary school level,
replacing valuable time for true learning with excessive exam coaching and preparation. These exams
also force students to learn a very narrow band of material in a single stream, rather than allowing the
flexibility and choice that will be so important in the education system of the future.

While the Board exams for Grades 10 and 12 will be continued, the existing system of Board and
entrance examinations shall be reformed to eliminate the need for undertaking coaching classes. To
reverse these harmful effects of the current assessment system, Board exams will be redesigned to
encourage holistic development; students will be able to choose many of the subjects in which they
take Board exams, depending on their individualized interests. Board exams will also be made
‘easier’, in the sense that they will test primarily core capacities/competencies rather than months of
coaching and memorization; any student who has been going to and making a basic effort in a school
class will be able to pass and do well in the corresponding subject Board Exam without much
additional effort. To further eliminate the ‘high stakes’ aspect of Board Exams, all students will be
allowed to take Board Exams on up to two occasions during any given school year, one main
examination and one for improvement, if desired.

In addition to introducing greater flexibility, student choice, and best-of-two attempts, assessments
that primarily test core capacities must be the immediate key reforms to all Board exams. Boards may
over time also develop further viable models of Board Exams that reduce pressure and the coaching
culture. Some possibilities include: a system of annual/semester/modular Board Exams could be
developed - that each test far less material, and are taken immediately after the corresponding course
is taken in school - so that the pressure from exams is better distributed, less intense, and less high-
stakes across the Secondary Stage; all subjects and corresponding assessments, beginning with
mathematics, could be offered at two levels, with students doing some of their subjects at the standard
level and some at a higher level; and Board exams in certain subjects could be redesigned to have two
parts — one part of an objective type with multiple-choice questions and the other of a descriptive

type.

With regard to all of the above, guidelines will be prepared by NCERT, in consultation with major
stakeholders, such as SCERTs, Boards of Assessment (BoAs), the proposed new National
Assessment Centre etc., and teachers prepared, for a transformation in the assessment system by the
2022-23 academic session, to align with the NCFSE 2020-21.

To track progress throughout the school years, and not just at the end of Grades 10 and 12 - for the
benefit of students, parents, teachers, principals, and the entire schooling system in planning
improvements to schools and teaching-learning processes - all students will take school examinations
in Grades 3, 5, and 8 which will be conducted by the appropriate authority. These examinations
would test achievement of basic learning outcomes, through assessment of core concepts and
knowledge from the national and local curricula, along with relevant higher-order skills and
application of knowledge in real-life situations, rather than rote memorization. The Grade 3
examination, in particular, would test basic literacy, numeracy, and other foundational skills. The
results of school examinations will be used only for developmental purposes of the school education
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system, including for public disclosure by schools of their overall (anonymized) student outcomes,
and for continuous monitoring and improvement of the schooling system.

It is proposed to set up a National Assessment Centre, PARAKH (Performance Assessment, Review,
and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development), as a standard-setting body under MHRD that
fulfils the basic objectives of setting norms, standards, and guidelines for student assessment and
evaluation for all recognized school boards of India, guiding the State Achievement Survey (SAS)
and undertaking the National Achievement Survey (NAS), monitoring achievement of learning
outcomes in the country, and encouraging and helping school boards to shift their assessment
patterns towards meeting the skill requirements of the 21% century in consonance with the stated
objectives of this Policy. This Centre will also advise school boards regarding new assessment
patterns and latest researches, promote collaborations between school boards. It will also become an
instrument for the sharing of best practices among school boards, and for ensuring equivalence of
academic standards among learners across all school boards.

The principles for university entrance exams will be similar. The National Testing Agency (NTA)
will work to offer a high-quality common aptitude test, as well as specialized common subject exams
in the sciences, humanities, languages, arts, and vocational subjects, at least twice every year. These
exams shall test conceptual understanding and the ability to apply knowledge and shall aim to
eliminate the need for taking coaching for these exams. Students will be able to choose the subjects
for taking the test, and each university will be able to see each student’s individual subject portfolio
and admit students into their programmes based on individual interests and talents. The NTA will
serve as a premier, expert, autonomous testing organization to conduct entrance examinations for
undergraduate and graduate admissions and fellowships in higher education institutions. The high
quality, range, and flexibility of the NTA testing services will enable most universities to use these
common entrance exams - rather than having hundreds of universities each devising their own
entrance exams - thereby drastically reducing the burden on students, universities and colleges, and
the entire education system. It will be left up to individual universities and colleges to use NTA
assessments for their admissions.

Support for Gifted Students/Students with Special Talents

There are innate talents in every student, which must be discovered, nurtured, fostered, and
developed. These talents may express themselves in the form of varying interests, dispositions, and
capacities. Those students that show particularly strong interests and capacities in a given realm must
be encouraged to pursue that realm beyond the general school curriculum. Teacher education will
include methods for the recognition and fostering of such student talents and interests. The NCERT
and NCTE will develop guidelines for the education of gifted children. B.Ed. programmes may also
allow a specialization in the education of gifted children.

Teachers will aim to encourage students with singular interests and/or talents in the classroom by
giving them supplementary enrichment material and guidance and encouragement. Topic-centered
and Project-based Clubs and Circles will be encouraged and supported at the levels of schools, school
complexes, districts, and beyond. Examples include Science Circles, Math Circles, Music & Dance
Performance Circles, Chess Circles, Poetry Circles, Language Circles, Drama Circles, Debate
Circles, Sports Circles, Eco-Clubs, Health & Well-being Clubs/ Yoga Clubs and so on. Along these
lines, high-quality national residential summer programmes for secondary school students in various
subjects will also be encouraged, with a rigorous merit-based but equitable admission process to
attract the very best students and teachers from across the country including from socio-economically
disadvantaged groups.

Olympiads and competitions in various subjects will be conducted across the country, with clear
coordination and progression from school to local to state to national levels, to ensure that all students
may participate at all levels for which they qualify. Efforts will be made to make these available in
rural areas and in regional languages to ensure widespread participation. Public and private
universities, including premier institutions like the IITs and NITs, would be encouraged to use merit-
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based results from National, and International Olympiads, and results from other relevant national
programmes, as part of the criteria for admissions into their undergraduate programmes.

Once internet-connected smart phones or tablets are available in all homes and/or schools, online
apps with quizzes, competitions, assessments, enrichment materials, and online communities for
shared interests will be developed, and will work to enhance all the aforementioned initiatives, as
group activities for students with appropriate supervision of parents and teachers. Schools will
develop smart classrooms, in a phased manner, for using digital pedagogy and thereby enriching the
teaching-learning process with online resources and collaborations.

5. Teachers

Teachers truly shape the future of our children - and, therefore, the future of our nation. It is because
of this noblest role that the teacher in India was the most respected member of society. Only the very
best and most learned became teachers. Society gave teachers, or gurus, what they needed to pass on
their knowledge, skills, and ethics optimally to students. The quality of teacher education,
recruitment, deployment, service conditions, and empowerment of teachers is not where it should be,
and consequently the quality and motivation of teachers does not reach the desired standards. The
high respect for teachers and the high status of the teaching profession must be restored so as to
inspire the best to enter the teaching profession. The motivation and empowerment of teachers is
required to ensure the best possible future for our children and our nation.

Recruitment and Deployment

To ensure that outstanding students enter the teaching profession - especially from rural areas - a
large number of merit-based scholarships shall be instituted across the country for studying quality 4-
year integrated B.Ed. programmes. In rural areas, special merit-based scholarships will be established
that also include preferential employment in their local areas upon successful completion of their
B.Ed. programmes. Such scholarships will provide local job opportunities to local students, especially
female students, so that these students serve as local-area role models and as highly qualified teachers
who speak the local language. Incentives will be provided for teachers to take up teaching jobs in
rural areas, especially in areas that are currently facing acute shortage of quality teachers. A key
incentive for teaching in rural schools will be the provision of local housing near or on the school
premises or increased housing allowances.

The harmful practice of excessive teacher transfers will be halted, so that students have continuity in
their role models and educational environments. Transfers will occur in very special circumstances,
as suitably laid down in a structured manner by State/UT governments. Furthermore, transfers will be
conducted through an online computerized system that ensures transparency.

Teacher Eligibility Tests (TETs) will be strengthened to inculcate better test material, both in terms of
content and pedagogy. The TETs will also be extended to cover teachers across all stages
(Foundational, Preparatory, Middle and Secondary) of school education. For subject teachers,
suitable TET or NTA test scores in the corresponding subjects will also be taken into account for
recruitment. To gauge passion and motivation for teaching, a classroom demonstration or interview
will become an integral part of teacher hiring at schools and school complexes. These interviews
would also be used to assess comfort and proficiency in teaching in the local language, so that every
school/school complex has at least some teachers who can converse with students in the local
language and other prevalent home languages of students. Teachers in private schools also must have
qualified similarly through TET, a demonstration/interview, and knowledge of local language(s).

To ensure an adequate number of teachers across subjects - particularly in subjects such as art,
physical education, vocational education, and languages - teachers could be recruited to a school or
school complex and the sharing of teachers across schools could be considered in accordance with the
grouping-of-schools adopted by State/UT governments.
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Schools/school complexes will be encouraged to hire local eminent persons or experts as ‘master
instructors’ in various subjects, such as in traditional local arts, vocational crafts, entrepreneurship,
agriculture, or any other subject where local expertise exists, to benefit students and help preserve
and promote local knowledge and professions.

A technology-based comprehensive teacher-requirement planning forecasting exercise will be
conducted by each State to assess expected subject-wise teacher vacancies over the next two decades.
The above described initiatives in recruitment and deployment will be scaled as needed over time, to
fill all vacancies with qualified teachers, including local teachers, with suitable incentives for career
management and progression as described below. Teacher education programmes and offerings will
also align with the vacancies thus projected.

Service Environment and Culture

The primary goal of overhauling the service environment and culture of schools will be to maximize
the ability of teachers to do their jobs effectively, and to ensure that they are part of vibrant, caring,
and inclusive communities of teachers, students, parents, principals, and other support staff, all of
whom share a common goal: to ensure that our children are learning.

The first requirement in this direction will be to ensure decent and pleasant service conditions at
schools. Adequate and safe infrastructure, including working toilets, clean drinking water, clean and
attractive spaces, electricity, computing devices, internet, libraries, and sports and recreational
resources will be provided to all schools to ensure that teachers and students, including children of all
genders and children with disabilities, receive a safe, inclusive, and effective learning environment
and are comfortable and inspired to teach and learn in their schools. In-service training will have
inputs on safety, health and environment at workplace in schools to ensure that all teachers are
sensitized to these requirements.

State/UT Governments may adopt innovative formats, such as school complex, rationalization of
schools, without in any way reducing accessibility, for effective school governance, resource sharing,
and community building. The creation of school complexes could go a long way towards building
vibrant teacher communities. The hiring of teachers to school complexes could automatically create
relationships among schools across the school complex; it would also help ensure excellent subject-
wise distribution of teachers, creating a more vibrant teacher knowledge base. Teachers at very small
schools will not remain isolated any longer and may become part of and work with larger school
complex communities, sharing best practices with each other and working collaboratively to ensure
that all children are learning. School complexes could also share counsellors, trained social workers,
technical and maintenance staff, etc. to further support teachers and help create an effective learning
environment.

In collaboration with parents and other key local stakeholders, teachers will also be more involved in
the governance of schools/school complexes, including as members of the School Management
Committees/School Complex Management Committees.

To prevent the large amounts of time spent currently by teachers on non-teaching activities, teachers
will not be engaged any longer in work that is not directly related to teaching; in particular, teachers
will not be involved in strenuous administrative tasks and more than a rationalized minimum time for
mid-day meal related work, so that they may fully concentrate on their teaching-learning duties.

To help ensure that schools have positive learning environments, the role expectations of principals
and teachers will explicitly include developing a caring and inclusive culture at their schools, for

effective learning and the benefit of all stakeholders.

Teachers will be given more autonomy in choosing aspects of pedagogy, so that they may teach in the
manner they find most effective for the students in their classrooms. Teachers will also focus
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on socio-emotional learning - a critical aspect of any student’s holistic development. Teachers will be
recognized for novel approaches to teaching that improve learning outcomes in their classrooms.

Continuous Professional Development (CPD)

Teachers will be given continuous opportunities for self-improvement and to learn the latest
innovations and advances in their professions. These will be offered in multiple modes, including in
the form of local, regional, state, national, and international workshops as well as online teacher
development modules. Platforms (especially online platforms) will be developed so that teachers may
share ideas and best practices. Each teacher will be expected to participate in at least 50 hours of CPD
opportunities every year for their own professional development, driven by their own interests. CPD
opportunities will, in particular, systematically cover the latest pedagogies regarding foundational
literacy and numeracy, formative and adaptive assessment of learning outcomes, competency-based
learning, and related pedagogies, such as experiential learning, arts-integrated, sports-integrated, and
storytelling-based approaches, etc.

School Principals and school complex leaders will have similar modular leadership/management
workshops and online development opportunities and platforms to continuously improve their own
leadership and management skills, and so that they too may share best practices with each other. Such
leaders will also be expected to participate in 50 hours or more of CPD modules per year, covering
leadership and management, as well as content and pedagogy with a focus on preparing and
implementing pedagogical plans based on competency-based education.

Career Management and Progression (CMP)

Teachers doing outstanding work must be recognized and promoted, and given salary raises, to
incentivize all teachers to do their best work. Therefore, a robust merit-based structure of tenure,
promotion, and salary structure will be developed, with multiple levels within each teacher stage, that
incentivizes and recognizes outstanding teachers. A system of multiple parameters for proper
assessment of performance will be developed for the same by State/UT Governments that is based on
peer reviews, attendance, commitment, hours of CPD, and other forms of service to the school and
the community or based on NPST given in Para 5.20. In this Policy, in the context of careers, ‘tenure’
refers to confirmation for permanent employment, after due assessment of performance and
contribution, while ‘tenure track’ refers to the period of probation preceding tenure.

Further, it will be ensured that career growth (in terms of tenure, promotions, salary increases, etc.) is
available to teachers within a single school stage (i.e., Foundational, Preparatory, Middle, or
Secondary), and that there is no career progression-related incentive to move from being teachers in
early stages to later stages or vice versa (though such career moves across stages will be allowed,
provided the teacher has the desire and qualifications for such a move). This is to support the fact that
all stages of school education will require the highest-quality teachers, and no stage will be
considered more important than any other.

Vertical mobility of teachers based on merit will also be paramount; outstanding teachers with
demonstrated leadership and management skills would be trained over time to take on academic
leadership positions in schools, school complexes, BRCs, CRCs, BITEs, DIETs as well as relevant
government departments.

Professional Standards for Teachers

A common guiding set of National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST) will be developed by
2022, by the National Council for Teacher Education in its restructured new form as a Professional
Standard Setting Body (PSSB) under the General Education Council (GEC), in consultation with
NCERT, SCERTs, teachers from across levels and regions, expert organizations in teacher
preparation and development, expert bodies in vocational education, and higher education
institutions. The standards would cover expectations of the role of the teacher at different levels of
expertise/stage, and the competencies required for that stage. It will also comprise standards for
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performance appraisal, for each stage, that would be carried out on a periodic basis. The NPST will
also inform the design of pre-service teacher education programmes. This could be then adopted by
States and determine all aspects of teacher career management, including tenure, professional
development efforts, salary increases, promotions, and other recognitions. Promotions and salary
increases will not occur based on the length of tenure or seniority, but only on the basis of such
appraisal. The professional standards will be reviewed and revised in 2030, and thereafter every ten
years, on the basis of rigorous empirical analysis of the efficacy of the system.

Special educators

There is an urgent need for additional special educators for certain areas of school education. Some
examples of such specialist requirements include subject teaching for children with
disabilities/Divyang children at the Middle and Secondary school level, including teaching for
specific learning disabilities. Such teachers would require not only subject-teaching knowledge and
understanding of subject-related aims of education, but also the relevant skills for understanding of
special requirements of children. Therefore, such areas could be developed as secondary
specializations for subject teachers or generalist teachers, during or after pre-service teacher
preparation. They will be offered as certificate courses, in the pre-service as well as in-service mode,
either full time or as part-time/blended courses - again, necessarily, at multidisciplinary colleges or
universities. Greater synergy will be enabled between the course curriculum of NCTE and RCI to
ensure adequate availability of qualified special educators who can handle subject teaching as well.

Approach to Teacher Education

Recognizing that the teachers will require training in high-quality content as well as pedagogy,
teacher education will gradually be moved by 2030 into multidisciplinary colleges and universities.
As colleges and universities all move towards becoming multidisciplinary, they will also aim to
house outstanding education departments that offer B.Ed., M.Ed., and Ph.D. degrees in education.

By 2030, the minimum degree qualification for teaching will be a 4-year integrated B.Ed. degree that
teaches a range of knowledge content and pedagogy and includes strong practicum training in the
form of student-teaching at local schools. The 2-year B.Ed. programmes will also be offered, by the
same multidisciplinary institutions offering the 4-year integrated B.Ed., and will be intended only for
those who have already obtained Bachelor’s Degrees in other specialized subjects. These B.Ed.
programmes may also be suitably adapted as 1-year B.Ed. programmes, and will be offered only to
those who have completed the equivalent of 4-year multidisciplinary Bachelor’s Degrees or who have
obtained a Master’s degree in a specialty and wish to become a subject teacher in that specialty. All
such B.Ed. degrees would be offered only by accredited multidisciplinary higher education
institutions offering 4-year integrated B.Ed. programmes. Multidisciplinary higher education
institutions offering the 4-year in-class integrated B.Ed. programme and having accreditation for
ODL may also offer high-quality B.Ed. programmes in blended or ODL mode to students in remote
or difficult-to-access locations and also to in-service teachers who are aiming to enhance their
qualification, with suitable robust arrangements for mentoring and for the practicum- training and
student-teaching components of the programme.

All B.Ed. programmes will include training in time-tested as well as the most recent techniques in
pedagogy, including pedagogy with respect to foundational literacy and numeracy, multi-level
teaching and evaluation, teaching children with disabilities, teaching children with special interests or
talents, use of educational technology, and learner-centered and collaborative learning. All B.Ed.
programmes will include strong practicum training in the form of in-classroom teaching at local
schools. All B.Ed. programmes will also emphasize the practice of the Fundamental Duties (Article
51A) of the Indian Constitution along with other Constitutional provisions while teaching any subject
or performing any activity. It will also appropriately integrate environmental awareness and
sensitivity towards its conservation and sustainable development, so that environment education
becomes an integral part of school curricula.
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Special shorter local teacher education programmes will also be available at BITEs, DIETs, or at
school complexes themselves for eminent local persons who can be hired to teach at schools or school
complexes as ‘master instructors’, for the purpose of promoting local professions, knowledge, and
skills, e.g., local art, music, agriculture, business, sports, carpentry, and other vocational crafts.

Shorter post-B.Ed. certification courses will also be made widely available, at multidisciplinary
colleges and universities, to teachers who may wish to move into more specialized areas of teaching,
such as the teaching of students with disabilities, or into leadership and management positions in the
schooling system, or to move from one stage to another between foundational, preparatory, middle,
and secondary stages.

It is recognized that there may be several pedagogical approaches internationally for teaching
particular subjects; NCERT will study, research, document, and compile the varied international
pedagogical approaches for teaching different subjects and make recommendations on what can be
learnt and assimilated from these approaches into the pedagogies being practiced in India.

By 2021, a new and comprehensive National Curriculum Framework for Teacher Education, NCFTE
2021, will be formulated by the NCTE in consultation with NCERT, based on the principles of this
National Education Policy 2020. The framework will be developed after discussions with all
stakeholders including State Governments, relevant Ministries/Departments of Central Government
and various expert bodies, and will be made available in all regional languages. The NCFTE 2021
will also factor in the requirements of teacher education curricula for vocational education. The
NCFTE will thereafter be revised once every 5-10 years by reflecting the changes in revised NCFs as
well as emerging needs in teacher education.

Finally, in order to fully restore the integrity of the teacher education system, stringent action will be
taken against substandard stand-alone Teacher Education Institutions (TEls) running in the country,
including shutting them down, if required.

6. Equitable and Inclusive Education: Learning for All

Education is the single greatest tool for achieving social justice and equality. Inclusive and equitable
education - while indeed an essential goal in its own right - is also critical to achieving an inclusive
and equitable society in which every citizen has the opportunity to dream, thrive, and contribute to the
nation. The education system must aim to benefit India’s children so that no child loses any
opportunity to learn and excel because of circumstances of birth or background. This Policy reaffirms
that bridging the social category gaps in access, participation, and learning outcomes in school
education will continue to be one of the major goals of all education sector development programmes.
This Chapter may be read in conjunction with Chapter 14 which discusses analogous issues of Equity
and Inclusion in Higher Education.

While the Indian education system and successive government policies have made steady progress
towards bridging gender and social category gaps in all levels of school education, large disparities
still remain - especially at the secondary level - particularly for socio-economically disadvantaged
groups that have been historically underrepresented in education. Socio-Economically Disadvantaged
Groups (SEDGs) can be broadly categorized based on gender identities (particularly female and
transgender individuals), socio-cultural identities (such as Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes,
OBCs, and minorities), geographical identities (such as students from villages, small towns, and
aspirational districts), disabilities (including learning disabilities), and socio-economic conditions
(such as migrant communities, low income households, children in vulnerable situations, victims of
or children of victims of trafficking, orphans including child beggars in urban areas, and the urban
poor). While overall enrolments in schools decline steadily from Grade 1 to Grade 12, this decline in
enrolments is significantly more pronounced for many of these SEDGs, with even greater declines for
female students within each of these SEDGs and often even steeper in higher education. A brief
status overview of the SEDGs that come within socio-cultural identities is given in following sub-
sections.
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According to U-DISE 2016-17 data, about 19.6% of students belong to Scheduled Castes at the
primary level, but this fraction falls to 17.3% at the higher secondary level. These enrolment drop-
offs are more severe for Scheduled Tribes students (10.6% to 6.8%), and differently-abled children
(1.1% to 0.25%), with even greater declines for female students within each of these categories. The
decline in enrolment in higher education is even steeper.

A multiplicity of factors, including lack of access to quality schools, poverty, social mores &
customs, and language have had a detrimental effect on rates of enrolment and retention among the
Scheduled Castes. Bridging these gaps in access, participation, and learning outcomes of children
belonging to Scheduled Castes will continue to be one of the major goals. Also, the Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) which have been identified on the basis of historically being socially and
educationally backward also need special focus.

Tribal communities and children from Scheduled Tribes also face disadvantages at
multiple levels due to various historical and geographical factors. Children from tribal communities
often find their school education irrelevant and foreign to their lives, both culturally and
academically. While several programmatic interventions to uplift children from tribal communities
are currently in place, and will continue to be pursued, special mechanisms need to be made to
ensure that children belonging to tribal communities receive the benefits of
these interventions.

Minorities are also relatively underrepresented in school and higher education. The Policy
acknowledges the importance of interventions to promote education of children belonging to all
minority communities, and particularly those communities that are educationally underrepresented.

The Policy also recognizes the importance of creating enabling mechanisms for providing Children
With Special Needs (CWSN) or Divyang, the same opportunities of obtaining quality education as
any other child.

Separate strategies will be formulated for focused attention on reducing the social category gaps in
school education as outlined in the following sub-sections.

The critical problems and recommendations regarding ECCE, foundational literacy and numeracy,
access, enrolment and attendance discussed in Chapters 1-3, are particularly relevant and important
for underrepresented and disadvantaged groups. Therefore, the measures from Chapters 1— 3 will be
targeted in a concerted way for SEDGs.

In addition, there have been various successful policies and schemes such as targeted scholarships,
conditional cash transfers to incentivize parents to send their children to school, providing bicycles
for transport, etc., that have significantly increased participation of SEDGs in the schooling system in
certain areas. These successful policies and schemes must be significantly strengthened across the
country.

It will also be essential to take into account research that ascertains which measures are particularly
effective for certain SEDGs. For example, providing bicycles and organizing cycling and walking
groups to provide access to school have been shown to be particularly powerful methods in increasing
participation of female students - even at lesser distances - because of the safety benefits and comfort
to parents that they provide. One-on-one teachers and tutors, peer tutoring, open schooling,
appropriate infrastructure, and suitable technological interventions to ensure access can be
particularly effective for certain children with disabilities. Schools providing quality ECCE reap the
greatest dividends for children who come from families that are economically disadvantaged.
Meanwhile, counsellors and/or well-trained social workers that work with and connect with students,
parents, schools, and teachers in order to improve attendance and learning outcomes have been found
to be especially effective for children in urban poor areas.
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Data shows that certain geographical areas contain significantly larger proportions of SEDGs. Also,
there are geographical locations that have been identified as Aspirational Districts which require
special interventions for promoting their educational development. Hence, it is recommended that
regions of the country with large populations from educationally-disadvantaged SEDGs should be
declared Special Education Zones (SEZs), where all the schemes and policies are implemented to the
maximum through additional concerted efforts, in order to truly change their educational landscape.

It must be noted that women cut across all underrepresented groups, making up about half of all
SEDGs. Unfortunately, the exclusion and inequity that SEDGs face is only amplified for the women
in these SEDGs. The policy additionally recognizes the special and critical role that women play in
society and in shaping social mores; therefore, providing a quality education to girls is the best way to
increase the education levels for these SEDGs, not just in the present but also in future generations.
The policy thus recommends that the policies and schemes designed to include students from SEDGs
should be especially targeted towards girls in these SEDGs.

In addition, the Government of India will constitute a ‘Gender-Inclusion Fund’ to build the nation’s
capacity to provide equitable quality education for all girls as well as transgender students. The fund
will be available to States to implement priorities determined by the Central government critical for
assisting female and transgender children in gaining access to education (such as the provisions of
sanitation and toilets, bicycles, conditional cash transfers, etc.); funds will also enable States to
support and scale effective community-based interventions that address local context- specific
barriers to female and transgender children’s access to and participation in education. Similar
‘Inclusion Fund’ schemes shall also be developed to address analogous access issues for other
SEDGs. In essence, this Policy aims to eliminate any remaining disparity in access to education
(including vocational education) for children from any gender or other socio-economically
disadvantaged group.

Free boarding facilities will be built - matching the standard of Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas - in
school locations where students may have to come from far, and particularly for students who from
socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds, with suitable arrangements for the safety of all
children, especially girls. Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas will be strengthened and expanded to
increase the participation in quality schools (up to Grade 12) of girls from socio-economically
disadvantaged backgrounds. Additional Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas and Kendriya Vidyalayas will
be built around the country, especially in aspirational districts, Special Education Zones, and other
disadvantaged areas, to increase high-quality educational opportunities. Pre-school sections covering
at least one year of early childhood care and education will be added to Kendriya Vidyalayas and
other primary schools around the nation, particularly in disadvantaged areas.

Ensuring the inclusion and equal participation of children with disabilities in ECCE and the schooling
system will also be accorded the highest priority. Children with disabilities will be enabled to fully
participate in the regular schooling process from the Foundational Stage to higher education. The
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPWD) Act 2016 defines inclusive education as a ‘system of
education wherein students with and without disabilities learn together and the system of teaching
and learning is suitably adapted to meet the learning needs of different types of students with
disabilities’. This Policy is in complete consonance with the provisions of the RPWD Act 2016 and
endorses all its recommendations with regard to school education. While preparing the National
Curriculum Framework, NCERT will ensure that consultations are held with expert bodies such as
National Institutes of DEPwD.

To this end, schools/school complexes will be provided resources for the integration of children with
disabilities, recruitment of special educators with cross-disability training, and for the establishment
of resource centres, wherever needed, especially for children with severe or multiple disabilities.
Barrier free access for all children with disabilities will be enabled as per the RPWD Act. Different
categories of children with disabilities have differing needs. Schools and school complexes will work
and be supported for providing all children with disabilities accommodations and support
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mechanisms tailored to suit their needs and to ensure their full participation and inclusion in the
classroom. In particular, assistive devices and appropriate technology-based tools, as well as adequate
and language-appropriate teaching-learning materials (e.g., textbooks in accessible formats such as
large print and Braille) will be made available to help children with disabilities integrate more easily
into classrooms and engage with teachers and their peers. This will apply to all school activities
including arts, sports, and vocational education. NIOS will develop high-quality modules to teach
Indian Sign Language, and to teach other basic subjects using Indian Sign Language. Adequate
attention will be paid to the safety and security of children with disabilities.

As per the RPWD Act 2016, children with benchmark disabilities shall have the choice of regular or
special schooling. Resource centres in conjunction with special educators will support the
rehabilitation and educational needs of learners with severe or multiple disabilities and will assist
parents/guardians in achieving high-quality home schooling and skilling for such students as needed.
Home-based education will continue to be a choice available for children with severe and profound
disabilities who are unable to go to schools. The children under home-based education must be
treated as equal to any other child in the general system. There shall be an audit of home-based
education for its efficiency and effectiveness using the principle of equity and equality of
opportunity. Guidelines and standards for home-based schooling shall be developed based on this
audit in line with the RPWD Act 2016. While it is clear that the education of all children with
disabilities is the responsibility of the State, technology-based solutions will be used for the
orientation of parents/caregivers along with wide-scale dissemination of learning materials to enable
parents/caregivers to actively support their children’s learning needs will be accorded priority.

Most classrooms have children with specific learning disabilities who need continuous support.
Research is clear that the earlier such support begins, the better the chances of progress. Teachers
must be helped to identify such learning disabilities early and plan specifically for their mitigation.
Specific actions will include the use of appropriate technology allowing and enabling children to
work at their own pace, with flexible curricula to leverage each child’s strengths, and creating an
ecosystem for appropriate assessment and certification. Assessment and certification agencies,
including the proposed new National Assessment Centre, PARAKH, will formulate guidelines and
recommend appropriate tools for conducting such assessment, from the foundational stage to higher
education (including for entrance exams), in order to ensure equitable access and opportunities for all
students with learning disabilities.

The awareness and knowledge of how to teach children with specific disabilities (including learning
disabilities) will be an integral part of all teacher education programmes, along with gender
sensitization and sensitization towards all underrepresented groups in order to reverse their
underrepresentation.

Alternative forms of schools, will be encouraged to preserve their traditions or alternative
pedagogical styles. At the same time, they will be supported to integrate the subject and learning
areas prescribed by the NCFSE into their curricula in order to reduce and eventually eliminate the
underrepresentation of children from these schools in higher education. In particular, financial
assistance will be provided to introduce science, mathematics, social studies, Hindi, English, State
languages, or other relevant subjects in the curriculum, as may be desired by these schools. This
would enable children studying in these schools to attain the learning outcomes defined for Grades 1—
12. Furthermore, students in such schools would be encouraged to appear for State or other Board
examinations and assessments by the NTA, and thereby enroll in higher education institutions.
Capacities of teachers in the teaching of science, mathematics, language, and social studies will be
developed including orientation to new pedagogical practices. Libraries and laboratories will be
strengthened and adequate reading materials like books, journals, etc., and other teaching-learning
materials will be made available.

Within SEDGs, and with respect to all the above policy points, special attention will be given to
reduce the disparities in the educational development of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. As
a part of the efforts to enhance participation in school education, special hostels in dedicated regions,
bridge courses, and financial assistance through fee waivers and scholarships will be offered to
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talented and meritorious students from all SEDGs on a larger scale, especially at the secondary stage
of education, to facilitate their entry into higher education.

Under the aegis of the Ministry of Defence, State Governments may encourage opening NCC wings
in their secondary and higher secondary schools, including those located in tribal dominated areas.
This will enable harnessing of the natural talent and unique potential of students, which in turn would
help them to aspire to a successful career in the defence forces.

All scholarships and other opportunities and schemes available to students from SEDGs will be
coordinated and announced by a single agency and website to ensure that all students are aware of,
and may apply in a simplified manner on such a ‘single window system’, as per eligibility.

All the above policies and measures are absolutely critical to attaining full inclusion and equity for all
SEDGs - but they are not sufficient. What is also required is a change in school culture. All
participants in the school education system, including teachers, principals, administrators,
counsellors, and students, will be sensitized to the requirements of all students, the notions of
inclusion and equity, and the respect, dignity, and privacy of all persons. Such an educational culture
will provide the best pathway to help students become empowered individuals who, in turn, will
enable society to transform into one that is responsible towards its most vulnerable citizens. Inclusion
and equity will become a key aspect of teacher education (and training for all leadership,
administrative, and other positions in schools); efforts will be made to recruit more high-quality
teachers and leaders from SEDGs in order to bring in excellent role models for all students.

Students will be sensitized through this new school culture, brought in by teachers, trained social
workers and counsellors as well as through corresponding changes to bring in an inclusive school
curriculum. The school curriculum will include, early on, material on human values such as respect
for all persons, empathy, tolerance, human rights, gender equality, non-violence, global citizenship,
inclusion, and equity. It would also include more detailed knowledge of various cultures, religions,
languages, gender identities, etc. to sensitize and develop respect for diversity. Any biases and
stereotypes in school curriculum will be removed, and more material will be included that is relevant
and relatable to all communities.

7. Efficient Resourcing and Effective Governance through School Complexes/Clusters

While the establishment of primary schools in every habitation across the country-driven by the Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), now subsumed under the Samagra Shiksha Scheme and other important
efforts across the States - has helped to ensure near-universal access to primary schools, it has also led
to the development of numerous very small schools. According to U-DISE 2016—17 data, nearly 28%
of India’s public primary schools and 14.8% of India’s upper primary schools have less than 30
students. The average number of students per grade in the elementary schooling system (primary and
upper primary, i.e., Grades 1-8) is about 14, with a notable proportion having below 6; during the
year 201617, there were 1,08,017 single-teacher schools, the majority of them (85743 ) being
primary schools serving Grades 1-5.

These small school sizes have rendered it economically suboptimal and operationally complex to run
good schools, in terms of deployment of teachers as well as the provision of critical physical
resources. Teachers often teach multiple grades at a time, and teach multiple subjects, including
subjects in which they may have no prior background; key areas such as music, arts, and sports are
too often simply not taught; and physical resources, such as lab and sports equipment and library
books, are simply not available across schools.

The isolation of small schools also has a negative effect on education and the teaching-learning
process. Teachers function best in communities and teams, and so do students. Small schools also
present a systemic challenge for governance and management. The geographical dispersion,
challenging access conditions, and the very large numbers of schools make it difficult to reach all
schools equally. Administrative structures have not been aligned with the increases in the number of
school or with the unified structure of the Samagra Shiksha Scheme.
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Although consolidation of schools is an option that is often discussed, it must be carried out very
judiciously, and only when it is ensured that there is no impact on access. Such measures are
nevertheless likely to result only in limited consolidation, and would not solve the overall structural
problem and challenges presented by the large numbers of small schools.

These challenges will, by 2025, be addressed by State/UT governments by adopting innovative
mechanisms to group or rationalize schools. The objective behind this intervention would be to
ensure that every school has: (a) adequate number of counsellors/trained social workers and teachers
(shared or otherwise) for teaching all subjects including art, music science, sports, languages,
vocational subjects, etc; (b) adequate resources (shared or otherwise), such as a library, science labs,
computer labs, skill labs, playgrounds, sports equipment and facilities, etc.; (c) a sense of community
is built to overcome the isolation of teachers, students, and schools, through joint professional
development programmes, sharing of teaching-learning content, joint content development, holding
joint activities such as art and science exhibitions, sports meets, quizzes and debates, and fairs; (d)
cooperation and support across schools for the education of children with disabilities; and (e)
improved governance of the schooling system by devolving all finer decisions, to Principals, teachers,
and other stakeholders within each group of schools and treating such a group of schools, which
range from the foundational stage through the secondary stage, as an integrated semi-autonomous
unit.

One possible mechanism for accomplishing the above would be the establishment of a grouping
structure called the school complex, consisting of one secondary school together with all other
schools offering lower grades in its neighbourhood including Anganwadis, in a radius of five to ten
kilometers. This suggestion was first made by the Education Commission (1964—66) but was left
unimplemented. This Policy strongly endorses the idea of the school complex/cluster, wherever
possible. The aim of the school complex/cluster will be greater resource efficiency and more effective
functioning, coordination, leadership, governance, and management of schools in the cluster.

The establishment of school complexes/clusters and the sharing of resources across complexes will
have a number of other benefits as a consequence, such as improved support for children with
disabilities, more topic-centred clubs and academic/sports/arts/crafts events across school complexes,
better incorporation of art, music, language, vocational subjects, physical education, and other
subjects in the classroom through the sharing of teachers in these subjects including use of ICT tools
to conduct virtual classes, better student support, enrolment, attendance, and performance through the
sharing of social workers and counsellors, and School Complex Management Committees (rather
than simply School Management Committees) for more robust and improved governance,
monitoring, oversight, innovations, and initiatives by local stakeholders. Building such larger
communities of schools, school leaders, teachers, students, supporting staff, parents, and local
citizens would energize and empower the schooling system, and in a resource-efficient manner.

The governance of schools will also improve and become far more efficient with school
complexes/clusters. First, the DSE will devolve authority to the school complex/cluster, which will
act as a semi-autonomous unit. The District Education Officer (DEO) and the Block Education
Officers (BEO) will interact primarily with each school complex/cluster as a single unit and facilitate
its work. The complex itself will perform certain tasks delegated by the DSE and will deal with the
individual schools within it. The school complex/cluster will be given significant autonomy by the
DSE to innovate towards providing integrated education and to experiment with pedagogies,
curriculum, etc., while adhering to the National Curricular Framework (NCF) and State Curricular
Framework (SCF). Under this organization, schools will gain in strength, will be able to exercise
greater freedom, and will contribute towards making the complex more innovative and responsive.
Meanwhile, the DSE will be able to focus on the aggregate level goals that need to be achieved,
improving overall system effectiveness.

The culture of working to a plan, both short-term and long-term ones, will be developed through such
complexes/clusters. Schools will develop their plans (SDPs) with the involvement of their SMCs.
These plans will then become the basis for the creation of School Complex/Cluster Development
Plans (SCDPs). The SCDP will also involve the plans of all other institutions
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associated with the school complex, such as vocational education institutions, and will be created by
the principals and teachers of the school complex with the involvement of the SCMC and will be
made available publicly. The plans will include human resources, learning resources, physical
resources and infrastructure, improvement initiatives, financial resources, school culture initiatives,
teacher development plans, and educational outcomes. It will detail the efforts to leverage the
teachers and students across the school complex to develop vibrant learning communities. The SDP
and SCDP will be the primary mechanism to align all stakeholders of the school, including the DSE.
The SMC and SCMC will use the SDP and SCDP for oversight of the functioning and direction of
the school and will assist in the execution of these plans. The DSE, through its relevant official, e.g.,
the BEO, will endorse and confirm the SCDP of each school complex. It will then provide the
resources (financial, human, physical, etc.) necessary to achieve the SCDPs, both short-term (1-year)
and long-term (3-5 years). It will also provide all other relevant support to the school complexes to
achieve the educational outcomes. The DSE and the SCERT may share specific norms (e.g.,
financial, staffing, process) and frameworks for development of the SDP and SCDP with all schools,
which may be revised periodically.

To further enhance cooperation and positive synergy among schools, including between public and
private schools, the twinning/pairing of one public school with one private school will be adopted
across the country, so that such paired schools may meet/interact with each other, learn from each
other, and also share resources, if possible. Best practices of private schools will be documented,
shared, and institutionalized in public schools, and vice versa, where possible.

Every State will be encouraged to strengthen existing or establish “Bal Bhavans” where children of
all ages can visit once a week (e.g., on weekends) or more often, as a special daytime boarding
school, to partake in art-related, career-related, and play-related activities. Such Bal Bhavans may be
incorporated as a part of school complexes/clusters if possible.

The school should be a point of celebration and honour for the whole community. The dignity of the
school as an institution should be restored and important dates, such as the foundation day of the
school, will be celebrated along with the community and the list of important alumni may be
displayed and honoured. Furthermore, the un-utilized capacity of school infrastructure could be used
to promote social, intellectual, and volunteer activities for the community and to promote social
cohesion during non-teaching / schooling hours and may be used as a “Samajik Chetna Kendra”.

8. Standard-setting and Accreditation for School Education

The goal of the school education regulatory system must be to continually improve educational
outcomes; it must not overly restrict schools, prevent innovation, or demoralize teachers, principals,
and students. All in all, regulation must aim to empower schools and teachers with trust, enabling
them to strive for excellence and perform at their very best, while ensuring the integrity of the system
through the enforcement of complete transparency and full public disclosure of all finances,
procedures, and educational outcomes.

At present, all main functions of governance and regulation of the school education system - namely,
the provision of public education, the regulation of education institutions, and policymaking

- are handled by a single body, i.e., the Department of School Education or its arms. This leads to
conflict of interests and excessive centralized concentration of power; it also leads to ineffective
management of the school system, as efforts towards quality educational provision are often diluted
by the focus on the other roles, particularly regulation, that the Departments of School Education also
perform.

The current regulatory regime also has not been able to curb the commercialization and economic
exploitation of parents by many for-profit private schools, yet at the same time it has all too often
inadvertently discouraged public-spirited private/philanthropic schools. There has been far too much
asymmetry between the regulatory approaches to public and private schools, even though the goals of
both types of schools should be the same: to provide quality education.
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The public education system is the foundation of a vibrant democratic society, and the way it is run
must be transformed and invigorated in order to achieve the highest levels of educational outcomes
for the nation. At the same time, the private/philanthropic school sector must also be encouraged and
enabled to play a significant and beneficial role.

The key principles and recommendations of this Policy regarding the State school education system,
the independent responsibilities within that system, and the approach to its regulation are as follows:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

The Department of School Education, which is the apex state-level body in school education,
will be responsible for overall monitoring and policymaking for continual improvement of
the public education system; it will not be involved with the provision and operation of
schools or with the regulation of schools, in order to ensure due focus on the improvement of
public schools and to eliminate conflict of interests.

The educational operations and service provision for the public schooling system of the
whole State will be handled by the Directorate of School Education (including the offices of
the DEO and BEO, etc.); it will work independently to implement policies regarding
educational operations and provision.

An effective quality self-regulation or accreditation system will be instituted for all stages of
education including pre-school education - private, public, and philanthropic - to ensure
compliance with essential quality standards. To ensure that all schools follow certain minimal
professional and quality standards, States/UTs will set up an independent, State-wide, body
called the State School Standards Authority (SSSA). The SSSA will establish a minimal set
of standards based on basic parameters (namely, safety, security, basic infrastructure, number
of teachers across subjects and grades, financial probity, and sound processes of governance),
which shall be followed by all schools. The framework for these parameters will be created
by the SCERT in consultation with various stakeholders, especially teachers and schools.

Transparent public self-disclosure of all the basic regulatory information, as laid down by the
SSSA, will be used extensively for public oversight and accountability. The dimensions on
which information has to be self-disclosed, and the format of disclosure will be decided by
the SSSA in accordance with global best practices for standard-setting for schools. This
information will have to be made available and kept updated and accurate by all schools, on
the aforementioned public website maintained by the SSSA and on the schools’ websites.
Any complaints or grievances from stakeholders or others arising out of the information
placed in the public domain shall be adjudicated by the SSSA. Feedback from randomly
selected students will be solicited online to ensure valuable input at regular intervals.
Technology will be employed suitably to ensure efficiency and transparency in all work of
the SSSA. This will bring down significantly the heavy load of regulatory mandates currently
borne by schools.

Academic matters, including academic standards and curricula in the State will be led by the
SCERT (with close consultation and collaboration with the NCERT), which will be
reinvigorated as an institution. The SCERT will develop a School Quality Assessment and
Accreditation Framework (SQAAF) through wide consultations with all stakeholders. The
SCERT will also lead a “change management process” for the reinvigoration of CRCs,
BRCs, and DIETs which must change the capacity and work culture of these institutions in 3
years, developing them into vibrant institutions of excellence. Meanwhile, certification of
competencies of students at the school-leaving stage will be handled by the Boards of
Assessment/Examination in each State.

The culture, structures, and systems that empower and provide adequate resources to schools,
institutions, teachers, officials, communities, and other stakeholders, will also build concomitant
accountability. Each stakeholder and participant of the education system will be accountable to
perform their role with the highest level of integrity, full commitment, and exemplary work ethic.
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Each role of the system will have explicitly articulated role expectations and rigorous assessment of
their performance vis-a-vis these expectations. The assessment system will be objective and
developmentally oriented, while ensuring accountability. It will have multiple sources of feedback
and assessment, to ensure a full view of the performance (and will not just be linked simplistically,
e.g., to ‘marks’ of students). The assessment will recognize that outcomes such as educational
attainment of students have multiple intervening variables and extraneous influences. It will also
recognize that education requires teamwork, particularly at the level of the school. Promotion,
recognition, and accountability of all individuals will be based on such performance assessment. All
functionaries will be responsible to ensure that this development, performance, and accountability
system is run with high integrity, and systematically, within their span of control.

Public and private schools (except the schools that are managed/aided/controlled by the Central
government) will be assessed and accredited on the same criteria, benchmarks, and processes,
emphasizing online and offline public disclosure and transparency, so as to ensure that public-spirited
private schools are encouraged and not stifled in any way. Private philanthropic efforts for quality
education will be encouraged - thereby affirming the public-good nature of education - while
protecting parents and communities from arbitrary increases in tuition fees. Public disclosure on the
school website and on the SSSA website - for both public and private schools - would include (at the
very least) information on the numbers of classrooms, students, and teachers, subjects taught, any
fees, and overall student outcomes on standardized evaluations such as the NAS and SAS. For
schools controlled/managed/aided by the Central government, the CBSE in consultation with the
MHRD shall prepare a framework. All the education institutions will be held to similar standards of
audit and disclosure as a 'not-for-profit' entity. Surpluses, if any, will be reinvested in the educational
sector.

The standard-setting/regulatory framework and the facilitating systems for school regulation,
accreditation, and governance shall be reviewed to enable improvements on the basis of the learnings
and experiences gained in the last decade. This review will aim to ensure that all students, particularly
students from underprivileged and disadvantaged sections, shall have universal, free and compulsory
access to high-quality and equitable schooling from early childhood care and education (age 3
onwards) through higher secondary education (i.e., until Grade 12). The overemphasis on inputs, and
the mechanistic nature of their specifications — physical and infrastructural — will be changed and
requirements made more responsive to realities on the ground, e.g., regarding land areas and room
sizes, practicalities of playgrounds in urban areas, etc. These mandates will be adjusted and loosened,
leaving suitable flexibility for each school to make its own decisions based on local needs and
constraints, while ensuring safety, security, and a pleasant and productive learning space. Educational
outcomes and the transparent disclosure of all financial, academic, and operational matters will be
given due importance and will be incorporated suitably in the assessment of schools. This will further
improve India's progress towards achieving Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG4) of ensuring
free, equitable, and quality primary and secondary education for all children.

The aim of the public-school education system will be to impart the highest quality education so that
it becomes the most attractive option for parents from all walks of life for educating their children.

For a periodic ‘health check-up’ of the overall system, a sample-based National Achievement Survey
(NAS) of student learning levels will be carried out by the proposed new National Assessment
Centre, PARAKH with suitable cooperation with other governmental bodies- such as the NCERT—
that may assist in assessment procedures as well as data analysis. The assessment will cover students
across government as well as private schools. States will also be encouraged to conduct their own
census-based State Assessment Survey (SAS), the results of which will be used only for
developmental purposes, public disclosure by schools of their overall and anonymized student
outcomes, and for continuous improvement of the school education system. Until the establishment
of the proposed new National Assessment Centre, PARAKH, NCERT may continue to carry out
NAS.
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Finally, the children and adolescents enrolled in schools must not be forgotten in this whole process;
after all, the school system is designed for them. Careful attention must be paid to their safety and
rights- particularly girl children - and the various difficult issues faced by adolescents, such as
substance or drug abuse and forms of discrimination and harassment including violence, with clear,
safe, and efficient mechanisms for reporting and for due process on any infractions against
children’s/adolescents’ rights or safety. The development of such mechanisms that are effective,
timely, and well-known to all students will be accorded high priority.

Part II. HIGHER EDUCATION

9. Quality Universities and Colleges: A New and Forward-looking Vision for India’s
Higher Education System

Higher education plays an extremely important role in promoting human as well as societal well-
being and in developing India as envisioned in its Constitution - a democratic, just, socially-
conscious, cultured, and humane nation upholding liberty, equality, fraternity, and justice for all.
Higher education significantly contributes towards sustainable livelihoods and economic
development of the nation. As India moves towards becoming a knowledge economy and society,
more and more young Indians are likely to aspire for higher education.

Given the 21% century requirements, quality higher education must aim to develop good, thoughtful,
well-rounded, and creative individuals. It must enable an individual to study one or more specialized
areas of interest at a deep level, and also develop character, ethical and Constitutional values,
intellectual curiosity, scientific temper, creativity, spirit of service, and 21% century capabilities across
a range of disciplines including sciences, social sciences, arts, humanities, languages, as well as
professional, technical, and vocational subjects. A quality higher education must enable personal
accomplishment and enlightenment, constructive public engagement, and productive contribution to
the society. It must prepare students for more meaningful and satisfying lives and work roles and
enable economic independence.

For the purpose of developing holistic individuals, it is essential that an identified set of skills and
values will be incorporated at each stage of learning, from pre-school to higher education.

At the societal level, higher education must enable the development of an enlightened, socially
conscious, knowledgeable, and skilled nation that can find and implement robust solutions to its own
problems. Higher education must form the basis for knowledge creation and innovation thereby
contributing to a growing national economy. The purpose of quality higher education is, therefore,
more than the creation of greater opportunities for individual employment. It represents the key to
more vibrant, socially engaged, cooperative communities and a happier, cohesive, cultured,
productive, innovative, progressive, and prosperous nation.

Some of the major problems currently faced by the higher education system in India include:

(a) aseverely fragmented higher educational ecosystem;

(b) less emphasis on the development of cognitive skills and learning outcomes;

(c) arigid separation of disciplines, with early specialisation and streaming of students into
narrow areas of study;

(d) limited access particularly in socio-economically disadvantaged areas, with few HEIs that
teach in local languages

(e) limited teacher and institutional autonomys;

(f) inadequate mechanisms for merit-based career management and progression of faculty and
institutional leaders;

(g) lesser emphasis on research at most universities and colleges, and lack of competitive peer-
reviewed research funding across disciplines;

(h) suboptimal governance and leadership of HEIs;

(1) an ineffective regulatory system; and

(j) large affiliating universities resulting in low standards of undergraduate education.

185



This policy envisions a complete overhaul and re-energising of the higher education system to
overcome these challenges and thereby deliver high-quality higher education, with equity and
inclusion. The policy’s vision includes the following key changes to the current system:

(a) moving towards a higher educational system consisting of large, multidisciplinary
universities and colleges, with at least one in or near every district, and with more HEIs
across India that offer medium of instruction or programmes in local/Indian languages;

(b) moving towards a more multidisciplinary undergraduate education;

(c) moving towards faculty and institutional autonomy;

(d) revamping curriculum, pedagogy, assessment, and student support for enhanced student
experiences;

(e) reaffirming the integrity of faculty and institutional leadership positions through merit-
appointments and career progression based on teaching, research, and service;

(f) establishment of a National Research Foundation to fund outstanding peer-reviewed research
and to actively seed research in universities and colleges;

(g) governance of HEIs by high qualified independent boards having academic and
administrative autonomy;

(h) “light but tight” regulation by a single regulator for higher education;

(1) increased access, equity, and inclusion through a range of measures, including greater
opportunities for outstanding public education; scholarships by private/philanthropic
universities for disadvantaged and underprivileged students; online education, and Open
Distance Learning (ODL); and all infrastructure and learning materials accessible and
available to learners with disabilities.

10. Institutional Restructuring and Consolidation

The main thrust of this policy regarding higher education is to end the fragmentation of higher
education by transforming higher education institutions into large multidisciplinary universities,
colleges, and HEI clusters/Knowledge Hubs, each of which will aim to have 3,000 or more students.
This would help build vibrant communities of scholars and peers, break down harmful silos, enable
students to become well-rounded across disciplines including artistic, creative, and analytic subjects
as well as sports, develop active research communities across disciplines including cross-disciplinary
research, and increase resource efficiency, both material and human, across higher education.

Moving to large multidisciplinary universities and HEI clusters is thus the highest recommendation of
this policy regarding the structure of higher education. The ancient Indian universities Takshashila,
Nalanda, Vallabhi, and Vikramshila, which had thousands of students from India and the world
studying in vibrant multidisciplinary environments, amply demonstrated the type of great success that
large multidisciplinary research and teaching universities could bring. India urgently needs to bring
back this great Indian tradition to create well-rounded and innovative individuals, and which is
already transforming other countries educationally and economically.

This vision of higher education will require, in particular, a new conceptual perception/understanding
for what constitutes a higher education institution (HEI), i.e., a university or a college. A university
will mean a multidisciplinary institution of higher learning that offers undergraduate and graduate
programmes, with high quality teaching, research, and community engagement. The definition of
university will thus allow a spectrum of institutions that range from those that place equal emphasis
on teaching and research i.e., Research-intensive Universities, those that place greater emphasis on
teaching but still conduct significant research i.e. Teaching-intensive Universities. Meanwhile, an
Autonomous degree-granting College (AC) will refer to a large multidisciplinary institution of higher
learning that grants undergraduate degrees and is primarily focused on undergraduate teaching though
it would not be restricted to that and it need not be restricted to that and it would generally be smaller
than a typical university.

A stage-wise mechanism for granting graded autonomy to colleges, through a transparent system of

graded accreditation, will be established. Colleges will be encouraged, mentored, supported, and
incentivized to gradually attain the minimum benchmarks required for each level of
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accreditation. Over a period of time, it is envisaged that every college would develop into either an
Autonomous degree-granting College, or a constituent college of a university - in the latter case, it
would be fully a part of the university. With appropriate accreditations, Autonomous degree-granting
Colleges could evolve into Research-intensive or Teaching-intensive Universities, if they so aspire.

It must be clearly stated that these three broad types of institutions are not in any natural way a rigid,
exclusionary categorization, but are along a continuum. HEIs will have the autonomy and freedom to
move gradually from one category to another, based on their plans, actions, and effectiveness. The
most salient marker for these categories of institutions will be the focus of their goals and work. The
Accreditation System will develop and use appropriately different and relevant norms across this
range of HEIs. However, the expectations of high quality of education, and of teaching-learning,
across all HEIs will be the same.

In addition to teaching and research, HEIs will have other crucial responsibilities, which they will
discharge through appropriate resourcing, incentives, and structures. These include supporting other
HEIs in their development, community engagement and service, contribution to various fields of
practice, faculty development for the higher education system, and support to school education.

By 2040, all higher education institutions (HEIs) shall aim to become multidisciplinary institutions
and shall aim to have larger student enrolments preferably in the thousands, for optimal use of
infrastructure and resources, and for the creation of vibrant multidisciplinary communities. Since this
process will take time, all HEIs will firstly plan to become multidisciplinary by 2030, and then
gradually increase student strength to the desired levels.

More HEIs shall be established and developed in underserved regions to ensure full access, equity,
and inclusion. There shall, by 2030, be at least one large multidisciplinary HEI in or near every
district. Steps shall be taken towards developing high-quality higher education institutions both public
and private that have medium of instruction in local/Indian languages or bilingually. The aim will be
to increase the Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education including vocational education from 26.3%
(2018) to 50% by 2035. While a number of new institutions may be developed to attain these goals, a
large part of the capacity creation will be achieved by consolidating, substantially expanding, and also
improving existing HEIs.

Growth will be in both public and private institutions, with a strong emphasis on developing a large
number of outstanding public institutions. There will be a fair and transparent system for determining
increased levels of public funding support for public HEIs. This system will give an equitable
opportunity for all public institutions to grow and develop, and will be based on transparent, pre-
announced criteria from within the accreditation norms of the Accreditation System. HEIs delivering
education of the highest quality as laid down in this Policy will be incentivized in expanding their

capacity.

Institutions will have the option to run Open Distance Learning (ODL) and online programmes,
provided they are accredited to do so, in order to enhance their offerings, improve access, increase
GER, and provide opportunities for lifelong learning (SDG 4). All ODL programmes and their
components leading to any diploma or degree will be of standards and quality equivalent to the
highest quality programmes run by the HEIs on their campuses. Top institutions accredited for ODL
will be encouraged and supported to develop high-quality online courses. Such quality online courses
will be suitably integrated into curricula of HEIs, and blended mode will be preferred.

Single-stream HEIs will be phased out over time, and all will move towards becoming vibrant
multidisciplinary institutions or parts of vibrant multidisciplinary HEI clusters, in order to enable and
encourage high-quality multidisciplinary and cross-disciplinary teaching and research across fields.
Single-stream HEIs will, in particular, add departments across different fields that would strengthen
the single stream that they currently serve. Through the attainment of suitable accreditations, all HEIs
will gradually move towards full autonomy - academic and administrative - in order to enable this
vibrant culture. The autonomy of public institutions will be backed by adequate public financial
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support and stability. Private institutions with a public-spirited commitment to high-quality equitable
education will be encouraged.

The new regulatory system envisioned by this Policy will foster this overall culture of empowerment
and autonomy to innovate, including by gradually phasing out the system of ‘affiliated colleges’ over
a period of fifteen years through a system of graded autonomy, and to be carried out in a challenge
mode. Each existing affiliating university will be responsible for mentoring its affiliated colleges so
that they can develop their capabilities and achieve minimum benchmarks in academic and curricular
matters; teaching and assessment; governance reforms; financial robustness; and administrative
efficiency. All colleges currently affiliated to a university shall attain the required benchmarks over
time to secure the prescribed accreditation benchmarks and eventually become autonomous degree-
granting colleges. This will be achieved through a concerted national effort including suitable
mentoring and governmental support for the same.

The overall higher education sector will aim to be an integrated higher education system, including
professional and vocational education. This Policy and its approach will be equally applicable to all
HEISs across all current streams, which would eventually merge into one coherent ecosystem of higher
education.

University, worldwide, means a multidisciplinary institution of higher learning that offers
undergraduate, graduate, and Ph.D programmes, and engages in high-quality teaching and research.
The present complex nomenclature of HEIs in the country such as ‘deemed to be university’,
‘affiliating university’, ‘affiliating technical university', ‘unitary university’ shall be replaced simply
by 'university' on fulfilling the criteria as per norms.

11. Towards a More Holistic and Multidisciplinary Education

India has a long tradition of holistic and multidisciplinary learning, from universities such as
Takshashila and Nalanda, to the extensive literatures of India combining subjects across fields.
Ancient Indian literary works such as Banabhatta’s Kadambari described a good education as
knowledge of the 64 Kalaas or arts; and among these 64 ‘arts’ were not only subjects, such as
singing and painting, but also ‘scientific ’fields, such as chemistry and mathematics, ‘vocational ’
fields such as carpentry and clothes-making, ‘professional ’fields, such as medicine and engineering,
as well as ‘soft skills’ such as communication, discussion, and debate. The very idea that all
branches of creative human endeavour, including mathematics, science, vocational subjects,
professional subjects, and soft skills should be considered ‘arts’, has distinctly Indian origins. This
notion of a ‘knowledge of many arts’ or what in modern times is often called the ‘liberal arts’ (i.e., a
liberal notion of the arts) must be brought back to Indian education, as it is exactly the kind of
education that will be required for the 21 century.

Assessments of educational approaches in undergraduate education that integrate the humanities and
arts with Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) have consistently showed
positive learning outcomes, including increased creativity and innovation, critical thinking and
higher-order thinking capacities, problem-solving abilities, teamwork, communication skills, more in-
depth learning and mastery of curricula across fields, increases in social and moral awareness, etc.,
besides general engagement and enjoyment of learning. Research is also improved and enhanced
through a holistic and multidisciplinary education approach.

A holistic and multidisciplinary education would aim to develop all capacities of human beings
-intellectual, aesthetic, social, physical, emotional, and moral in an integrated manner. Such an
education will help develop well-rounded individuals that possess critical 21st century capacities in
fields across the arts, humanities, languages, sciences, social sciences, and professional, technical,
and vocational fields; an ethic of social engagement; soft skills, such as communication, discussion
and debate; and rigorous specialization in a chosen field or fields. Such a holistic education shall be,
in the long term, the approach of all undergraduate programmes, including those in professional,
technical, and vocational disciplines.
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A holistic and multidisciplinary education, as described so beautifully in India’s past, is indeed what
is needed for the education of India to lead the country into the 21st century and the fourth industrial
revolution. Even engineering institutions, such as IITs, will move towards more holistic and
multidisciplinary education with more arts and humanities. Students of arts and humanities will aim
to learn more science and all will make an effort to incorporate more vocational subjects and soft
skills.

Imaginative and flexible curricular structures will enable creative combinations of disciplines for
study, and would offer multiple entry and exit points, thus, removing currently prevalent rigid
boundaries and creating new possibilities for life-long learning. Graduate-level, master’s and doctoral
education in large multidisciplinary universities, while providing rigorous research-based
specialization, would also provide opportunities for multidisciplinary work, including in academia,
government, and industry.

Large multidisciplinary universities and colleges will facilitate the move towards high-quality holistic
and multidisciplinary education. Flexibility in curriculum and novel and engaging course options will
be on offer to students, in addition to rigorous specialization in a subject or subjects. This will be
encouraged by increased faculty and institutional autonomy in setting curricula. Pedagogy will have
an increased emphasis on communication, discussion, debate, research, and opportunities for cross-
disciplinary and interdisciplinary thinking.

Departments in Languages, Literature, Music, Philosophy, Indology, Art, Dance, Theatre, Education,
Mathematics, Statistics, Pure and Applied Sciences, Sociology, Economics, Sports, Translation and
Interpretation, and other such subjects needed for a multidisciplinary, stimulating Indian education
and environment will be established and strengthened at all HEIs. Credits will be given in all
Bachelor’s Degree programmes for these subjects if they are done from such departments or through
ODL mode when they are not offered in-class at the HEL

Towards the attainment of such a holistic and multidisciplinary education, the flexible and innovative
curricula of all HEIs shall include credit-based courses and projects in the areas of community
engagement and service, environmental education, and value-based education. Environment
education will include areas such as climate change, pollution, waste management, sanitation,
conservation of biological diversity, management of biological resources and biodiversity, forest and
wildlife conservation, and sustainable development and living. Value-based education will include
the development of humanistic, ethical, Constitutional, and universal human values of truth (satya),
righteous conduct (dharma), peace (shanti), love (prem), nonviolence (ahimsa), scientific temper,
citizenship values, and also life-skills; lessons in seva/service and participation in community service
programmes will be considered an integral part of a holistic education. As the world is becoming
increasingly interconnected, Global Citizenship Education (GCED), a response to contemporary
global challenges, will be provided to empower learners to become aware of and understand global
issues and to become active promoters of more peaceful, tolerant, inclusive, secure, and sustainable
societies. Finally, as part of a holistic education, students at all HEIs will be provided with
opportunities for internships with local industry, businesses, artists, crafts persons, etc., as well as
research internships with faculty and researchers at their own or other HEIs/research institutions, so
that students may actively engage with the practical side of their learning and, as a by-product, further
improve their employability.

The structure and lengths of degree programmes shall be adjusted accordingly. The undergraduate
degree will be of either 3 or 4-year duration, with multiple exit options within this period, with
appropriate certifications, e.g., a certificate after completing 1 year in a discipline or field including
vocational and professional areas, or a diploma after 2 years of study, or a Bachelor’s degree after a
3-year programme. The 4-year multidisciplinary Bachelor's programme, however, shall be the
preferred option since it allows the opportunity to experience the full range of holistic and
multidisciplinary education in addition to a focus on the chosen major and minors as per the choices
of the student. An Academic Bank of Credit (ABC) shall be established which would digitally store
the academic credits earned from various recognized HEIs so that the degrees from an HEI can be
awarded taking into account credits earned. The 4-year programme may also lead to a degree ‘with
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Research’ if the student completes a rigorous research project in their major area(s) of study as
specified by the HEIL.

HEIs will have the flexibility to offer different designs of Master’s programmes: (a) there may be a 2-
year programme with the second year devoted entirely to research for those who have completed the
3-year Bachelor’s programme; (b) for students completing a 4-year Bachelor’s programme with
Research, there could be a 1-year Master’s programme; and (c) there may be an integrated 5-year
Bachelor’s/Master’s programme. Undertaking a Ph.D. shall require either a Master’s degree or a 4-
year Bachelor’s degree with Research. The M.Phil. programme shall be discontinued.

Model public universities for holistic and multidisciplinary education, at par with IITs, [IMs, etc.,
called MERUs (Multidisciplinary Education and Research Universities) will be set up and will aim to
attain the highest global standards in quality education. They will also help set the highest standards
for multidisciplinary education across India.

HEIs will focus on research and innovation by setting up start-up incubation centres; technology
development centres; centres in frontier areas of research; greater industry-academic linkages; and
interdisciplinary research including humanities and social sciences research. Given the scenario of
epidemics and pandemics, it is critical that HEIs take the lead to undertake research in areas of
infectious diseases, epidemiology, virology, diagnostics, instrumentation, vaccinology and other
relevant areas. HEIs will develop specific hand holding mechanisms and competitions for promoting
innovation among student communities. The NRF will function to help enable and support such a
vibrant research and innovation culture across HEIs, research labs, and other research organizations.

12. Optimal Learning Environments and Support for Students

Effective learning requires a comprehensive approach that involves appropriate curriculum, engaging
pedagogy, continuous formative assessment, and adequate student support. The curriculum must be
interesting and relevant, and updated regularly to align with the latest knowledge requirements and to
meet specified learning outcomes. High-quality pedagogy is then necessary to successfully impart the
curricular material to students; pedagogical practices determine the learning experiences that are
provided to students, thus directly influencing learning outcomes. The assessment methods must be
scientific, designed to continuously improve learning and test the application of knowledge. Last but
not least, the development of capacities that promote student wellness such as fitness, good health,
psycho-social well-being, and sound ethical grounding are also critical for high-quality learning.

Thus, curriculum, pedagogy, continuous assessment, and student support are the cornerstones for
quality learning. Along with providing suitable resources and infrastructure, such as quality libraries,
classrooms, labs, technology, sports/recreation areas, student discussion spaces, and dining areas, a
number of initiatives will be required to ensure that learning environments are engaging and
supportive, and enable all students to succeed.

First, in order to promote creativity, institutions and faculty will have the autonomy to innovate on
matters of curriculum, pedagogy, and assessment within a broad framework of higher education
qualifications that ensures consistency across institutions and programmes and across the ODL,
online, and traditional ‘in-class’ modes. Accordingly, curriculum and pedagogy will be designed by
institutions and motivated faculty to ensure a stimulating and engaging learning experience for all
students, and continuous formative assessment will be used to further the goals of each programme.
All assessment systems shall also be decided by the HEIL including those that lead to final
certification. The Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) will be revised for instilling innovation and
flexibility. HEIs shall move to a criterion-based grading system that assesses student achievement
based on the learning goals for each programme, making the system fairer and outcomes more
comparable. HEIs shall also move away from high-stakes examinations towards more continuous and
comprehensive evaluation.
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Second, each institution will integrate its academic plans ranging from curricular improvement to
quality of classroom transaction - into its larger Institutional Development Plan (IDP). Each
institution will be committed to the holistic development of students and create strong internal
systems for supporting diverse student cohorts in academic and social domains both inside and
outside formal academic interactions in the classroom. For example, all HEIs will have mechanisms
and opportunities for funding of topic-centred clubs and activities organized by students with the help
of faculty and other experts as needed, such as clubs and events dedicated to science, mathematics,
poetry, language, literature, debate, music, sports, etc. Over time, such activities could be
incorporated into the curriculum once appropriate faculty expertise and campus student demand is
developed. Faculty will have the capacity and training to be able to approach students not just as
teachers, but also as mentors and guides.

Third, students from socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds require encouragement and
support to make a successful transition to higher education. Universities and colleges will thus be
required to set up high-quality support centres and will be given adequate funds and academic
resources to carry this out effectively. There will also be professional academic and career
counselling available to all students, as well as counsellors to ensure physical, psychological and
emotional well-being.

Fourth, ODL and online education provide a natural path to increase access to quality higher
education. In order to leverage its potential completely, ODL will be renewed through concerted,
evidence-based efforts towards expansion while ensuring adherence to clearly articulated standards of
quality. ODL programmes will aim to be equivalent to the highest quality in-class programmes
available. Norms, standards, and guidelines for systemic development, regulation, and accreditation
of ODL will be prepared, and a framework for quality of ODL that will be recommendatory for all
HEIs will be developed.

Finally, all programmes, courses, curricula, and pedagogy across subjects, including those in- class,
online, and in ODL modes as well as student support will aim to achieve global standards of quality.

Internationalization

The various initiatives mentioned above will also help in having larger numbers of international
students studying in India, and provide greater mobility to students in India who may wish to visit,
study at, transfer credits to, or carry out research at institutions abroad, and vice versa. Courses and
programmes in subjects, such as Indology, Indian languages, AYUSH systems of medicine, yoga,
arts, music, history, culture, and modern India, internationally relevant curricula in the sciences,
social sciences, and beyond, meaningful opportunities for social engagement, quality residential
facilities and on-campus support, etc. will be fostered to attain this goal of global quality standards,
attract greater numbers of international students, and achieve the goal of ‘internationalization at
home’.

India will be promoted as a global study destination providing premium education at affordable costs
thereby helping to restore its role as a Vishwa Guru. An International Students Office at each HEI
hosting foreign students will be set up to coordinate all matters relating to welcoming and supporting
students arriving from abroad. Research/teaching collaborations and faculty/student exchanges with
high-quality foreign institutions will be facilitated, and relevant mutually beneficial MOUs with
foreign countries will be signed. High performing Indian universities will be encouraged to set up
campuses in other countries, and similarly, selected universities e.g., those from among the top 100
universities in the world will be facilitated to operate in India. A legislative framework facilitating
such entry will be put in place, and such universities will be given special dispensation regarding
regulatory, governance, and content norms on par with other autonomous institutions of India.
Furthermore, research collaboration and student exchanges between Indian institutions and global
institutions will be promoted through special efforts. Credits acquired in foreign universities will be
permitted, where appropriate as per the requirements of each HEI, to be counted for the award of a
degree.
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Student Activity and Participation

Students are the prime stakeholders in the education system. Vibrant campus life is essential for high-
quality teaching-learning processes. Towards this end, students will be given plenty of opportunities
for participation in sports, culture/arts clubs, eco-clubs, activity clubs, community service projects,
etc. In every education institution, there shall be counselling systems for handling stress and
emotional adjustments. Furthermore, a systematized arrangement shall be created to provide the
requisite support to students from rural backgrounds, including increasing hostel facilities as needed.
All HEIs will ensure quality medical facilities for all students in their institutions.

Financial support for students

Financial assistance to students shall be made available through various measures. Efforts will be
made to incentivize the merit of students belonging to SC, ST, OBC, and other SEDGs. The National
Scholarship Portal will be expanded to support, foster, and track the progress of students receiving
scholarships. Private HEIs will be encouraged to offer larger numbers of free ships and scholarships
to their students.

13. Motivated, Energized, and Capable Faculty

The most important factor in the success of higher education institutions is the quality and
engagement of its faculty. Acknowledging the criticality of faculty in achieving the goals of higher
education, various initiatives have been introduced in the past several years to systematize
recruitment and career progression, and to ensure equitable representation from various groups in the
hiring of faculty. Compensation levels of permanent faculty in public institutions have also been
increased substantially. Various initiatives have also been taken towards providing faculty with
professional development opportunities. However, despite these various improvements in the status
of the academic profession, faculty motivation in terms of teaching, research, and service in HEIs
remains far lower than the desired level. The various factors that lie behind low faculty motivation
levels must be addressed to ensure that each faculty member is happy, enthusiastic, engaged, and
motivated towards advancing her/his students, institution, and profession. To this end, the policy
recommends the following initiatives to achieve the best, motivated, and capable faculty in HEIs.

As the most basic step, all HEIs will be equipped with the basic infrastructure and facilities, including
clean drinking water, clean working toilets, blackboards, offices, teaching supplies, libraries, labs,
and pleasant classroom spaces and campuses. Every classroom shall have access to the latest
educational technology that enables better learning experiences.

Teaching duties also will not be excessive, and student-teacher ratios not too high, so that the activity
of teaching remains pleasant and there is adequate time for interaction with students, conducting
research, and other university activities. Faculty will be appointed to individual institutions and
generally not be transferable across institutions so that they may feel truly invested in, connected to,
and committed to their institution and community.

Faculty will be given the freedom to design their own curricular and pedagogical approaches within
the approved framework, including textbook and reading material selections, assignments, and
assessments. Empowering the faculty to conduct innovative teaching, research, and service as they
see best will be a key motivator and enabler for them to do truly outstanding, creative work.

Excellence will be further incentivized through appropriate rewards, promotions, recognitions, and
movement into institutional leadership. Meanwhile, faculty not delivering on basic norms will be held
accountable.

In keeping with the vision of autonomous institutions empowered to drive excellence, HEIs will have
clearly defined, independent, and transparent processes and criteria for faculty recruitment. Whereas
the current recruitment process will be continued, a ‘tenure-track’ i.e., suitable probation period shall
be put in place to further ensure excellence. There shall be a fast-track promotion system
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for recognizing high impact research and contribution. A system of multiple parameters for proper
performance assessment, for the purposes of ‘tenure’ i.e., confirmed employment after probation,
promotion, salary increases, recognitions, etc., including peer and student reviews, innovations in
teaching and pedagogy, quality and impact of research, professional development activities, and other
forms of service to the institution and the community, shall be developed by each HEI and clearly
enunciated in it’s Institutional Development Plan (IDP).

The presence of outstanding and enthusiastic institutional leaders that cultivate excellence and
innovation is the need of the hour. Outstanding and effective institutional leadership is extremely
important for the success of an institution and of its faculty. Excellent faculty with high academic and
service credentials as well as demonstrated leadership and management skills will be identified early
and trained through a ladder of leadership positions. Leadership positions shall not remain vacant, but
rather an overlapping time period during transitions in leadership shall be the norm to ensure the
smooth running of institutions. Institutional leaders will aim to create a culture of excellence that will
motivate and incentivize outstanding and innovative teaching, research, institutional service, and
community outreach from faculty members and all HEI leaders.

14. Equity and Inclusion in Higher Education

Entry into quality higher education can open a vast array of possibilities that can lift both individuals
as well as communities out of the cycles of disadvantage. For this reason, making quality higher
education opportunities available to all individuals must be among the highest priorities. This Policy
envisions ensuring equitable access to quality education to all students, with a special emphasis on
SEDGs.

The dynamics and also many of the reasons for exclusion of SEDGs from the education system are
common across school and higher education sectors. Therefore, the approach to equity and inclusion
must be common across school and higher education. Furthermore, there must be continuity across
the stages to ensure sustainable reform. Thus, the policy initiatives required to meet the goals of
equity and inclusion in higher education must be read in conjunction with those for school education.

There are certain facets of exclusion, that are particular to or substantially more intense in higher
education. These must be addressed specifically, and include lack of knowledge of higher education
opportunities, economic opportunity cost of pursuing higher education, financial constraints,
admission processes, geographical and language barriers, poor employability potential of many higher
education programmes, and lack of appropriate student support mechanisms.

For this purpose, additional actions that are specific to higher education shall be adopted by all
Governments and HEIs:

Steps to be taken by Governments

(a) Earmark suitable Government funds for the education of SEDGs

(b) Set clear targets for higher GER for SEDGs

(c) Enhance gender balance in admissions to HEIs

(d) Enhance access by establishing more high-quality HEIs in aspirational districts and Special
Education Zones containing larger numbers of SEDGs

(e) Develop and support high-quality HEIs that teach in local/Indian languages or bilingually

(f) Provide more financial assistance and scholarships to SEDGs in both public and private HEIs

(g) Conduct outreach programmes on higher education opportunities and scholarships among
SEDGs

(h) Develop and support technology tools for better participation and learning outcomes.

Steps to be taken by all HEIs
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(a) Mitigate opportunity costs and fees for pursuing higher education

(b) Provide more financial assistance and scholarships to socio-economically disadvantaged students

(c) Conduct outreach on higher education opportunities and scholarships

(d) Make admissions processes more inclusive

(e) Make curriculum more inclusive

(f) Increase employability potential of higher education programmes

(g) Develop more degree courses taught in Indian languages and bilingually

(h) Ensure all buildings and facilities are wheelchair-accessible and disabled-friendly

(i) Develop bridge courses for students that come from disadvantaged educational backgrounds

(j) Provide socio-emotional and academic support and mentoring for all such students through
suitable counselling and mentoring programmes

(k) Ensure sensitization of faculty, counsellor, and students on gender-identity issue and its
inclusion in all aspects of the HEI, including curricula

(1) Strictly enforce all no-discrimination and anti-harassment rules

(m) Develop Institutional Development Plans that contain specific plans for action on increasing
participation from SEDGs, including but not limited to the above items.

15. Teacher Education

Teacher education is vital in creating a pool of schoolteachers that will shape the next generation.
Teacher preparation is an activity that requires multidisciplinary perspectives and knowledge,
formation of dispositions and values, and development of practice under the best mentors. Teachers
must be grounded in Indian values, languages, knowledge, ethos, and traditions including tribal
traditions, while also being well-versed in the latest advances in education and pedagogy.

According to the Justice J. S. Verma Commission (2012) constituted by the Supreme Court, a
majority of stand-alone TEIs - over 10,000 in number are not even attempting serious teacher
education but are essentially selling degrees for a price. Regulatory efforts so far have neither been
able to curb the malpractices in the system, nor enforce basic standards for quality, and in fact have
had the negative effect of curbing the growth of excellence and innovation in the sector. The sector
and its regulatory system are, therefore, in urgent need of revitalization through radical action, in
order to raise standards and restore integrity, credibility, efficacy, and high quality to the teacher
education system.

In order to improve and reach the levels of integrity and credibility required to restore the prestige of
the teaching profession, the Regulatory System shall be empowered to take stringent action against
substandard and dysfunctional teacher education institutions (TEIs) that do not meet basic educational
criteria, after giving one year for remedy of the breaches. By 2030, only educationally sound,
multidisciplinary, and integrated teacher education programmes shall be in force.

As teacher education requires multidisciplinary inputs, and education in high-quality content as well
as pedagogy, all teacher education programmes must be conducted within composite
multidisciplinary institutions. To this end, all multidisciplinary universities and colleges - will aim to
establish, education departments which, besides carrying out cutting-edge research in various aspects
of education, will also run B.Ed. programmes, in collaboration with other departments such as
psychology, philosophy, sociology, neuroscience, Indian languages, arts, music, history, literature,
physical education, science and mathematics. Moreover, all stand-alone TEIs will be required to
convert to multidisciplinary institutions by 2030, since they will have to offer the 4-year integrated
teacher preparation programme.

The 4-year integrated B.Ed. offered by such multidisciplinary HEIs will, by 2030, become the
minimal degree qualification for school teachers. The 4-year integrated B.Ed. will be a dual-major

holistic Bachelor's degree, in Education as well as a specialized subject such as a language, history,
music, mathematics, computer science, chemistry, economics, art, physical education, etc. Beyond
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the teaching of cutting-edge pedagogy, the teacher education will include grounding in sociology,
history, science, psychology, early childhood care and education, foundational literacy and numeracy,
knowledge of India and its values/ethos/art/traditions, and more. The HEI offering the 4-year
integrated B.Ed. may also run a 2-year B.Ed., for students who have already received a Bachelor’s
degree in a specialized subject. A 1-year B.Ed. may also be offered for candidates who have received
a 4-year undergraduate degree in a specialized subject. Scholarships for meritorious students will be
established for the purpose of attracting outstanding candidates to the 4-year, 2-year, and 1-year
B.Ed. programmes.

HEIs offering teacher education programmes will ensure the availability of a range of experts in
education and related disciplines as well as specialized subjects. Each higher education institution
will have a network of government and private schools to work closely with, where potential teachers
will student-teach along with participating in other activities such as community service, adult and
vocational education, etc.

In order to maintain uniform standards for teacher education, the admission to pre-service teacher
preparation programmes shall be through suitable subject and aptitude tests conducted by the
National Testing Agency, and shall be standardized keeping in view the linguistic and cultural
diversity of the country.

The faculty profile in Departments of Education will necessarily aim to be diverse and but
teaching/field/research experience will be highly valued. Faculty with training in areas of social
sciences that are directly relevant to school education e.g., psychology, child development,
linguistics, sociology, philosophy, economics, and political science as well as from science education,
mathematics education, social science education, and language education programmes will be
attracted and retained in teacher education institutions, to strengthen multidisciplinary education of
teachers and provide rigour in conceptual development.

All fresh Ph.D. entrants, irrespective of discipline, will be required to take credit-based courses in
teaching/education/pedagogy/writing related to their chosen Ph.D subject during their doctoral
training period. Exposure to pedagogical practices, designing curriculum, credible evaluation
systems, communication, and so on will be ensured since many research scholars will go on to
become faculty or public representatives/communicators of their chosen disciplines. Ph.D students
will also have a minimum number of hours of actual teaching experience gathered through teaching
assistantships and other means. Ph.D. programmes at universities around the country will be re-
oriented for this purpose.

In-service continuous professional development for college and university teachers will continue
through the existing institutional arrangements and ongoing initiatives; these will be strengthened and
substantially expanded to meet the needs of enriched teaching-learning processes for quality
education. The use of technology platforms such as SWAYAM/DIKSHA for online training of
teachers will be encouraged, so that standardized training programmes can be administered to large
numbers of teachers within a short span of time.

A National Mission for Mentoring shall be established, with a large pool of outstanding senior/retired
faculty — including those with the ability to teach in Indian languages — who would be willing to
provide short and long-term mentoring/professional support to university/college teachers.

16. Reimagining Vocational Education

The 12" Five-Year Plan (2012-2017) estimated that only a very small percentage of the Indian
workforce in the age group of 19-24 (less than 5%) received formal vocational education Whereas in
countries such as the USA the number is 52%, in Germany 75%, and South Korea it is as high as
96%. These numbers only underline the urgency of the need to hasten the spread of vocational
education in India.
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One of the primary reasons for the small numbers of students receiving vocational education is the
fact that vocational education has in the past focused largely on Grades 11-12 and on dropouts in
Grade 8 and upwards. Moreover, students passing out from Grades 11-12 with vocational subjects
often did not have well-defined pathways to continue with their chosen vocations in higher education.
The admission criteria for general higher education were also not designed to provide openings to
students who had vocational education qualifications, leaving them at a disadvantage relative to their
compatriots from ‘mainstream’ or ‘academic’ education. This led to a complete lack of vertical
mobility for students from the vocational education stream, an issue that has only been addressed
recently through the announcement of the National Skills Qualifications Framework (NSQF) in2013.

Vocational education is perceived to be inferior to mainstream education and meant largely for
students who are unable to cope with the latter. This is a perception that affects the choices students
make. It is a serious concern that can only be dealt with by a complete re-imagination of how
vocational education is offered to students in the future.

This policy aims to overcome the social status hierarchy associated with vocational education and
requires integration of vocational education programmes into mainstream education in all education
institutions in a phased manner. Beginning with vocational exposure at early ages in middle and
secondary school, quality vocational education will be integrated smoothly into higher education. It
will ensure that every child learns at least one vocation and is exposed to several more. This would
lead to emphasizing the dignity of labour and importance of various vocations involving

/Indian arts and artisanship.

By 2025, at least 50% of learners through the school and higher education system shall have exposure
to vocational education, for which a clear action plan with targets and timelines will be developed.
This is in alignment with Sustainable Development Goal 4.4 and will help to realize the full potential
of India’s demographic dividend. The number of students in vocational education will be considered
while arriving at the GER targets. The development of vocational capacities will go hand-in-hand
with the development of ‘academic’ or other capacities. Vocational education will be integrated in the
educational offerings of all secondary schools in a phased manner over the next decade. Towards this,
secondary schools will also collaborate with ITIs, polytechnics, local industry, etc. Skill labs will also
be set up and created in the schools in a hub and spoke model which will allow other schools to use
the facility. Higher education institutions will offer vocational education either on their own or in
partnership with industry and NGOs. The B.Voc. degrees introduced in 2013 will continue to exist,
but vocational courses will also be available to students enrolled in all other Bachelor’s degree
programmes, including the 4-year multidisciplinary Bachelor’s programmes. HEIs will also be
allowed to conduct short-term certificate courses in various skills including soft skills. ‘Lok Vidya’,
i.e., important vocational knowledge developed in India, will be made accessible to students through
integration into vocational education courses. The possibility of offering vocational courses through
ODL mode will also be explored.

Vocational education will be integrated into all school and higher education institutions in a phased
manner over the next decade. Focus areas for vocational education will be chosen based on skills gap
analysis and mapping of local opportunities. MHRD will constitute a National Committee for the
Integration of Vocational Education (NCIVE), consisting of experts in vocational education and
representatives from across Ministries, in collaboration with industry, to oversee this effort.

Individual institutions that are early adopters must innovate to find models and practices that work
and then share these with other institutions through mechanisms set up by NCIVE, so as to help
extend the reach of vocational education. Different models of vocational education, and
apprenticeships, will also be experimented by higher education institutions. Incubation centres will be
set up in higher education institutions in partnership with industries.

The National Skills Qualifications Framework will be detailed further for each discipline vocation
and profession. Further, Indian standards will be aligned with the International Standard
Classification of Occupations maintained by the International Labour Organization. This Framework
will provide the basis for Recognition of Prior Learning. Through this, dropouts from the formal
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system will be reintegrated by aligning their practical experience with the relevant level of the
Framework. The credit-based Framework will also facilitate mobility across ‘general’ and vocational
education.

17. Catalysing Quality Academic Research in All Fields through a new National
Research Foundation

Knowledge creation and research are critical in growing and sustaining a large and vibrant economy,
uplifting society, and continuously inspiring a nation to achieve even greater heights. Indeed, some of
the most prosperous civilizations (such as India, Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Greece) to the modern era
(such as the United States, Germany, Israel, South Korea, and Japan), were/are strong knowledge
societies that attained intellectual and material wealth in large part through celebrated and
fundamental contributions to new knowledge in the realm of science as well as art, language, and
culture that enhanced and uplifted not only their own civilizations but others around the globe.

A robust ecosystem of research is perhaps more important than ever with the rapid changes occurring
in the world today, e.g., in the realm of climate change, population dynamics and management,
biotechnology, an expanding digital marketplace, and the rise of machine learning and artificial
intelligence. If India is to become a leader in these disparate areas, and truly achieve the potential of
its vast talent pool to again become a leading knowledge society in the coming years and decades, the
nation will require a significant expansion of its research capabilities and output across disciplines.
Today, the criticality of research is more than ever before, for the economic, intellectual, societal,
environmental, and technological health and progress of a nation.

Despite this critical importance of research, the research and innovation investment in India is, at the
current time, only 0.69% of GDP as compared to 2.8% in the United States of America, 4.3% in
Israel and 4.2% in South Korea.

The societal challenges that India needs to address today, such as access for all its citizens to clean
drinking water and sanitation, quality education and healthcare, improved transportation, air quality,
energy, and infrastructure, will require the implementation of approaches and solutions that are not
only informed by top-notch science and technology but are also rooted in a deep understanding of the
social sciences and humanities and the various socio-cultural and environmental dimensions of the
nation. Facing and addressing these challenges will require high-quality interdisciplinary research
across fields that must be done in India and cannot simply be imported; the ability to conduct one’s
own research also enables a country to much more easily import and adapt relevant research from
abroad.

Furthermore, in addition to their value in solutions to societal problems, any country's identity,
upliftment, spiritual/intellectual satisfaction and creativity is also attained in a major way through its
history, art, language, and culture. Research in the arts and humanities, along with innovations in the
sciences and social sciences, are, therefore, extremely important for the progress and enlightened
nature of a nation.

Research and innovation at education institutions in India, particularly those that are engaged in
higher education, is critical. Evidence from the world’s best universities throughout history shows
that the best teaching and learning processes at the higher education level occur in environments
where there is also a strong culture of research and knowledge creation; conversely, much of the very
best research in the world has occurred in multidisciplinary university settings.

India has a long historical tradition of research and knowledge creation, in disciplines ranging from
science and mathematics to art and literature to phonetics and languages to medicine and agriculture.

This needs to be further strengthened to make India lead research and innovation in the
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21% century, as a strong and enlightened knowledge society and one of the three largest economies in
the world.

Thus, this Policy envisions a comprehensive approach to transforming the quality and quantity of
research in India. This includes definitive shifts in school education to a more play and discovery-
based style of learning with emphasis on the scientific method and critical thinking. This includes
career counselling in schools towards identifying student interests and talents, promoting research in
universities, the multidisciplinary nature of all HEIs and the emphasis on holistic education, the
inclusion of research and internships in the undergraduate curriculum, faculty career management
systems that give due weightage to research, and the governance and regulatory changes that
encourage an environment of research and innovation. All of these aspects are extremely critical for
developing a research mindset in the country.

To build on these various elements in a synergistic manner, and to thereby truly grow and catalyze
quality research in the nation, this policy envisions the establishment of a National Research
Foundation (NRF). The overarching goal of the NRF will be to enable a culture of research to
permeate through our universities. In particular, the NRF will provide a reliable base of merit-based
but equitable peer-reviewed research funding, helping to develop a culture of research in the country
through suitable incentives for and recognition of outstanding research, and by undertaking major
initiatives to seed and grow research at State Universities and other public institutions where research
capability is currently limited. The NRF will competitively fund research in all disciplines.
Successful research will be recognized, and where relevant, implemented through close linkages with
governmental agencies as well as with industry and private/philanthropic organizations.

Institutions that currently fund research at some level, such as the Department of Science and
Technology (DST), Department of Atomic Energy (DAE), Department of Bio-Technology (DBT),
Indian Council of Agriculture Research (ICAR), Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), Indian
Council of Historical Research (ICHR), and University Grants Commission (UGC), as well as
various private and philanthropic organizations, will continue to independently fund research
according to their priorities and needs. However, NRF will carefully coordinate with other funding
agencies and will work with science, engineering, and other academies to ensure synergy of purpose
and avoid duplication of efforts. The NRF will be governed, independently of the government, by a
rotating Board of Governors consisting of the very best researchers and innovators across fields.

The primary activities of the NRF will be to:

(a) fund competitive, peer-reviewed grant proposals of all types and across all disciplines;

(b) seed, grow, and facilitate research at academic institutions, particularly at universities and
colleges where research is currently in a nascent stage, through mentoring of such
institutions;

(c) act as a liaison between researchers and relevant branches of government as well as industry,
so that research scholars are constantly made aware of the most urgent national research
issues, and so that policymakers are constantly made aware of the latest research
breakthroughs; so as to allow breakthroughs to be optimally brought into policy and/or
implementation; and

(d) recognise outstanding research and progress

18. Transforming the Regulatory System of Higher Education

Regulation of higher education has been too heavy-handed for decades; too much has been attempted
to be regulated with too little effect. The mechanistic and disempowering nature of the regulatory
system has been rife with very basic problems, such as heavy concentrations of power within a few
bodies, conflicts of interest among these bodies, and a resulting lack of accountability. The regulatory
system is in need of a complete overhaul in order to re-energize the higher education sector and
enable it to thrive.
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To address the above-mentioned issues, the regulatory system of higher education will ensure that the
distinct functions of regulation, accreditation, funding, and academic standard setting will be
performed by distinct, independent, and empowered bodies. This is considered essential to create
checks-and-balances in the system, minimize conflicts of interest, and eliminate concentrations of
power. To ensure that the four institutional structures carrying out these four essential functions work
independently yet at the same time and work in synergy towards common goals. These four
structures will be set up as four independent verticals within one umbrella institution, the Higher
Education Commission of India (HECI).

The first vertical of HECI will be the National Higher Education Regulatory Council (NHERC). It
will function as the common, single point regulator for the higher education sector including teacher
education and excluding medical and legal education, thus eliminating the duplication and disjunction
of regulatory efforts by the multiple regulatory agencies that exist at the current time. It will require a
relook and repealing of existing Acts and restructuring of various existing regulatory bodies to enable
this single point regulation. NHERC will be set up to regulate in a ‘light but tight’ and facilitative
manner, meaning that a few important matters particularly financial probity, good governance, and
the full online and offline public self-disclosure of all finances, audits, procedures, infrastructure,
faculty/staff, courses, and educational outcomes will be very effectively regulated. This information
will have to be made available and kept updated and accurate by all higher education institutions on a
public website maintained by NHERC and on the institutions’ websites. Any complaints or
grievances from stakeholders and others arising out of the information placed in public domain shall
be adjudicated by NHERC. Feedback from randomly selected students including differently-abled
students at each HEI will be solicited online to ensure valuable input at regular intervals.

The primary mechanism to enable such regulation will be accreditation. The second vertical of HECI
will, therefore, be a ‘meta-accrediting body’, called the National Accreditation Council (NAC).
Accreditation of institutions will be based primarily on basic norms, public self-disclosure, good
governance, and outcomes, and it will be carried out by an independent ecosystem of accrediting
institutions supervised and overseen by NAC. The task to function as a recognized accreditor shall be
awarded to an appropriate number of institutions by NAC. In the short term, a robust system of
graded accreditation shall be established, which will specify phased benchmarks for all HEIs to
achieve set levels of quality, self-governance, and autonomy. In turn, all HEIs will aim, through their
Institutional Development Plans (IDPs), to attain the highest level of accreditation over the next 15
years, and thereby eventually aim to function as self-governing degree-granting institutions/clusters.
In the long run, accreditation will become a binary process, as per the extant global practice.

The third vertical of HECI will be the Higher Education Grants Council (HEGC), which will carry
out funding and financing of higher education based on transparent criteria, including the IDPs
prepared by the institutions and the progress made on their implementation. HEGC will be entrusted
with the disbursement of scholarships and developmental funds for launching new focus areas and
expanding quality programme offerings at HEIs across disciplines and fields.

The fourth vertical of HECI will be the General Education Council (GEC), which will frame expected
learning outcomes for higher education programmes, also referred to as ‘graduate attributes’. A
National Higher Education Qualification Framework (NHEQF) will be formulated by the GEC and it
shall be in sync with the National Skills Qualifications Framework (NSQF) to ease the integration of
vocational education into higher education. Higher education qualifications leading to a
degree/diploma/certificate shall be described by the NHEQF in terms of such learning outcomes. In
addition, the GEC shall set up facilitative norms for issues, such as credit transfer, equivalence, etc.,
through the NHEQF. The GEC will be mandated to identify specific skills that students must acquire
during their academic programmes, with the aim of preparing well-rounded learners with 215 century
skills.

The professional councils, such as the Indian Council for Agricultural Research (ICAR), Veterinary
Council of India (VCI), National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE), Council of Architecture
(CoA), National Council for Vocational Education and Training (NCVET) etc., will act
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as Professional Standard Setting Bodies (PSSBs). They will play a key role in the higher education
system and will be invited to be members of the GEC. These bodies, after restructuring as PSSBs,
will continue to draw the curricula, lay down academic standards and coordinate between teaching,
research and extension of their domain/discipline, as members of the GEC. As members of the GEC,
they would help in specifying the curriculum framework, within which HEIs may prepare their own
curricula. Thus, PSSBs would also set the standards or expectations in particular fields of learning
and practice while having no regulatory role. All HEIs will decide how their educational programmes
respond to these standards, among other considerations, and would also be able to reach out for
support from these standard-setting bodies or PSSBs, if needed.

Such a system architecture will ensure the principle of functional separation by eliminating conflicts
of interests between different roles. It will also aim to empower HEIs, while ensuring that the few key
essential matters are given due attention. Responsibility and accountability shall devolve to the HEIs
concomitantly. No distinction in such expectations shall be made between public and private HEIs.

Such a transformation will require existing structures and institutions to reinvent themselves and
undergo an evolution of sorts. The separation of functions would mean that each vertical within HECI
would take on a new, single role which is relevant, meaningful, and important in the new regulatory
scheme.

The functioning of all the independent verticals for Regulation (NHERC), Accreditation (NAC),
Funding (HEGC), and Academic Standard Setting (GEC) and the overarching autonomous umbrella
body (HECI) itself will be based on transparent public disclosure, and use technology extensively to
reduce human interface to ensure efficiency and transparency in their work. The underlying principle
will be that of a faceless and transparent regulatory intervention using technology. Strict compliance
measures with stringent action, including penalties for false disclosure of mandated information, will
be ensured so that Higher Education Institutions are conforming to the basic minimum norms and
standards. HECI itself will be resolving disputes among the four verticals. Each vertical in HECI will
be an independent body consisting of persons having high expertise in the relevant areas along with
integrity, commitment, and a demonstrated track record of public service. HECI itself will be a small,
independent body of eminent public-spirited experts in higher education, which will oversee and
monitor the integrity and effective functioning of HECI. Suitable mechanisms will be created within
HECI to carry out its functions, including adjudication.

Setting up new quality HEIs will also be made far easier by the regulatory regime, while ensuring
with great effectiveness that these are set up with the spirit of public service and with due financial
backing for long-term stability. HEIs performing exceptionally well will be helped by Central and
State governments to expand their institutions, and thereby attain larger numbers of students and
faculty as well as disciplines and programmes. Public Philanthropic Partnership models for HEIs may
also be piloted with the aim to further expand access to high-quality higher education.

Curbing Commercialization of Education

Multiple mechanisms with checks and balances will combat and stop the commercialization of higher
education. This will be a key priority of the regulatory system. All education institutions will be held
to similar standards of audit and disclosure as a ‘not for profit’ entity. Surpluses, if any, will be
reinvested in the educational sector. There will be transparent public disclosure of all these financial
matters with recourse to grievance-handling mechanisms to the general public. The accreditation
system developed by NAC will provide a complementary check on this system, and NHERC will
consider this as one of the key dimensions of its regulatory objective.

All HEIs - public and private - shall be treated on par within this regulatory regime. The regulatory
regime shall encourage private philanthropic efforts in education. There will be common national
guidelines for all legislative Acts that will form private HEIs. These common minimal guidelines will
enable all such Acts to establish private HEIs, thus enabling common standards for
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private and public HEIs. These common guidelines will cover Good Governance, Financial Stability
& Security, Educational Outcomes, and Transparency of Disclosures.

Private HEIs having a philanthropic and public-spirited intent will be encouraged through a
progressive regime of fees determination. Transparent mechanisms for fixing of fees with an upper
limit, for different types of institutions depending on their accreditation, will be developed so that
individual institutions are not adversely affected. This will empower private HEIs to set fees for their
programmes independently, though within the laid-out norms and the broad applicable regulatory
mechanism. Private HEIs will be encouraged to offer freeships and scholarships in significant
numbers to their students. All fees and charges set by private HEIs will be transparently and fully
disclosed, and there shall be no arbitrary increases in these fees/charges during the period of
enrolment of any student. This fee determining mechanism will ensure reasonable recovery of cost
while ensuring that HEIs discharge their social obligations.

19. Effective Governance and Leadership for Higher Education Institutions

It is effective governance and leadership that enables the creation of a culture of excellence and
innovation in higher education institutions. The common feature of all world-class institutions
globally including India has indeed been the existence of strong self-governance and outstanding
merit-based appointments of institutional leaders.

Through a suitable system of graded accreditation and graded autonomy, and in a phased manner over
a period of 15 years, all HEIs in India will aim to become independent self-governing institutions
pursuing innovation and excellence. Measures will be taken at all HEIs to ensure leadership of the
highest quality and promote an institutional culture of excellence. Upon receiving the appropriate
graded accreditations that deem the institution ready for such a move, a Board of Governors (BoG)
shall be established consisting of a group of highly qualified, competent, and dedicated individuals
having proven capabilities and a strong sense of commitment to the institution. The BoG of an
institution will be empowered to govern the institution free of any external interference, make all
appointments including that of head of the institution, and take all decisions regarding governance.
There shall be overarching legislation that will supersede any contravening provisions of other earlier
legislation and would provide for constitution, appointment, modalities of functioning, rules and
regulations, and the roles and responsibilities of the BoG. New members of the Board shall be
identified by an expert committee appointed by the Board; and the selection of new members shall be
carried out by the BoG itself. Equity considerations will also be taken care of while selecting the
members. It is envisaged that all HEIs will be incentivized, supported, and mentored during this
process, and shall aim to become autonomous and have such an empowered BoG by 2035.

The BoG shall be responsible and accountable to the stakeholders through transparent self-
disclosures of all relevant records. It will be responsible for meeting all regulatory guidelines
mandated by HECI through the National Higher Education Regulatory Council (NHERC).

All leadership positions and Heads of institutions will be offered to persons with high academic
qualifications and demonstrated administrative and leadership capabilities along with abilities to
manage complex situations. Leaders of an HEI will demonstrate strong alignment to Constitutional
values and the overall vision of the institution, along with attributes such as a strong social
commitment, belief in teamwork, pluralism, ability to work with diverse people, and a positive
outlook. The selection shall be carried out by the BoG through a rigorous, impartial, merit-based, and
competency-based process led by an Eminent Expert Committee (EEC) constituted by the BoG.
While stability of tenure is important to ensure the development of a suitable culture, at the same time
leadership succession will be planned with care to ensure that good practices that define an
institution’s processes do not end due to a change in leadership; leadership changes will come with
sufficient overlaps, and not remain vacant, in order to ensure smooth transitions. Outstanding leaders
will be identified and developed early, working their way through a ladder of leadership positions.

While being provided with adequate funding, legislative enablement, and autonomy in a phased
manner, all HEIs, in turn, will display commitment to institutional excellence, engagement with their
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local communities, and the highest standards of financial probity and accountability. Each institution
will make a strategic Institutional Development Plan on the basis of which institutions will develop
initiatives, assess their own progress, and reach the goals set therein, which could then become the
basis for further public funding. The IDP shall be prepared with the joint participation of Board
members, institutional leaders, faculty, students, and staff.

Part ITI1. OTHER KEY AREAS OF FOCUS

20. Professional Education

Preparation of professionals must involve an education in the ethic and importance of public purpose,
an education in the discipline, and an education for practice. It must centrally involve critical and
interdisciplinary thinking, discussion, debate, research, and innovation. For this to be achieved,
professional education should not take place in the isolation of one's specialty.

Professional education thus becomes an integral part of the overall higher education system. Stand-
alone agricultural universities, legal universities, health science universities, technical universities,
and stand-alone institutions in other fields, shall aim to become multidisciplinary institutions offering
holistic and multidisciplinary education. All institutions offering either professional or general
education will aim to organically evolve into institutions/clusters offering both seamlessly, and in an
integrated manner by 2030.

Agricultural education with allied disciplines will be revived. Although Agricultural Universities
comprise approximately 9% of all universities in the country, enrolment in agriculture and allied
sciences is less than 1% of all enrolment in higher education. Both capacity and quality of agriculture
and allied disciplines must be improved in order to increase agricultural productivity through better
skilled graduates and technicians, innovative research, and market-based extension linked to
technologies and practices. The preparation of professionals in agriculture and veterinary sciences
through programmes integrated with general education will be increased sharply. The design of
agricultural education will shift towards developing professionals with the ability to understand and
use local knowledge, traditional knowledge, and emerging technologies while being cognizant of
critical issues such as declining land productivity, climate change, food sufficiency for our growing
population, etc. Institutions offering agricultural education must benefit the local community directly;
one approach could be to set up Agricultural Technology Parks to promote technology incubation and
dissemination and promote sustainable methodologies.

Legal education needs to be competitive globally, adopting best practices and embracing new
technologies for wider access to and timely delivery of justice. At the same time, it must be informed
and illuminated with Constitutional values of Justice - Social, Economic, and Political - and directed
towards national reconstruction through instrumentation of democracy, rule of law, and human rights.
The curricula for legal studies must reflect socio-cultural contexts along with, in an evidence-based
manner, the history of legal thinking, principles of justice, the practice of jurisprudence, and other
related content appropriately and adequately. State institutions offering law education must consider
offering bilingual education for future lawyers and judges - in English and in the language of the
State in which the institution is situated.

Healthcare education needs to be re-envisioned so that the duration, structure, and design of the
educational programmes need to match the role requirements that graduates will play. Students will
be assessed at regular intervals on well-defined parameters primarily required for working in primary
care and in secondary hospitals. Given that people exercise pluralistic choices in healthcare, our
healthcare education system must be integrative meaning thereby that all students of allopathic
medical education must have a basic understanding of Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani,
Siddha, and Homeopathy (AYUSH), and vice versa. There shall also be a much greater emphasis on
preventive healthcare and community medicine in all forms of healthcare education.
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Technical education includes degree and diploma programmes in, engineering, technology,
management, architecture, town planning, pharmacy, hotel management, catering technology etc.,
which are critical to India’s overall development. There will not only be a greater demand for well-
qualified manpower in these sectors, it will also require closer collaborations between industry and
higher education institutions to drive innovation and research in these fields. Furthermore, influence
of technology on human endeavours is expected to erode the silos between technical education and
other disciplines too. Technical education will, thus, also aim to be offered within multidisciplinary
education institutions and programmes and have a renewed focus on opportunities to engage deeply
with other disciplines. India must also take the lead in preparing professionals in cutting-edge areas
that are fast gaining prominence, such as Artificial Intelligence (Al), 3-D machining, big data
analysis, and machine learning, in addition to genomic studies, biotechnology, nanotechnology,
neuroscience, with important applications to health, environment, and sustainable living that will be
woven into undergraduate education for enhancing the employability of the youth.

21. Adult Education and Lifelong Learning

The opportunity to attain foundational literacy, obtain an education, and pursue a livelihood must be
viewed as basic rights of every citizen. Literacy and basic education open up whole new worlds of
personal, civic, economic, and lifelong-learning opportunities for individuals that enable them to
progress personally and professionally. At the level of society and the nation, literacy and basic
education are powerful force multipliers which greatly enhance the success of all other developmental
efforts. Worldwide data on nations indicate extremely high correlations between literacy rates and per
capita GDP.

Meanwhile, being a non-literate member of a community, has innumerable disadvantages, including
the inability to: carry out basic financial transactions; compare the quality/quantity of goods
purchased against the price charged; fill out forms to apply for jobs, loans, services, etc.; comprehend
public circulars and articles in the news media; use conventional and electronic mail to communicate
and conduct business; make use of the internet and other technology to improve one’s life and
profession; comprehend directions and safety directives on the street, on medicines, etc.; help
children with their education; be aware of one’s basic rights and responsibilities as a citizen of India;
appreciate works of literature; and pursue employment in medium or high-productivity sectors that
require literacy. The abilities listed here are an illustrative list of outcomes to be achieved through
adoption of innovative measures for Adult Education.

Extensive field studies and analyses, both in India and across the world, clearly demonstrate that
volunteerism and community involvement and mobilization are key success factors of adult literacy
programmes, in conjunction with political will, organizational structure, proper planning, adequate
financial support, and high-quality capacity building of educators and volunteers. Successful literacy
programmes result not only in the growth of literacy among adults, but also result in increased
demand for education for all children in the community, as well as greater community contribution to
positive social change. The National Literacy Mission, when it was launched in 1988, was largely
based on the voluntary involvement and support of the people, and resulted in significant increases in
national literacy during the period of 1991-2011, including among women, and also initiated
dialogue and discussions on pertinent social issues of the day.

Strong and innovative government initiatives for adult education - in particular, to facilitate
community involvement and the smooth and beneficial integration of technology - will be affected as
soon as possible to expedite this all-important aim of achieving 100% literacy.

First, an outstanding adult education curriculum framework will be developed by a new and well-
supported constituent body of the NCERT that is dedicated to adult education, so as to develop
synergy with and build upon NCERT’s existing expertise in establishing outstanding curricula for
literacy, numeracy, basic education, vocational skills, and beyond. The curriculum framework for
adult education will include at least five types of programmes, each with clearly defined outcomes:
(a) foundational literacy and numeracy; (b) critical life skills (including financial literacy, digital
literacy, commercial skills, health care and awareness, child care and education, and family welfare);
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(c) vocational skills development (with a view towards obtaining local employment); (d) basic
education (including preparatory, middle, and secondary stage equivalency); and (e) continuing
education (including engaging holistic adult education courses in arts, sciences, technology, culture,
sports, and recreation, as well as other topics of interest or use to local learners, such as more
advanced material on critical life skills). The framework would keep in mind that adults in many
cases will require rather different teaching-learning methods and materials than those designed for
children.

Second, suitable infrastructure will be ensured so that all interested adults will have access to adult
education and lifelong learning. A key initiative in this direction will be to use schools/ school
complexes after school hours and on weekends and public library spaces for adult education courses
which will be ICT-equipped when possible and for other community engagement and enrichment
activities. The sharing of infrastructure for school, higher, adult, and vocational education, and for
other community and volunteer activities, will be critical for ensuring efficient use of both physical
and human resources as well as for creating synergy among these five types of education and beyond.
For these reasons, Adult Education Centres (AECs) could also be included within other public
institutions such as HEIs, vocational training centres, etc.

Third, the instructors/educators will be required to deliver the curriculum framework to mature
learners for all five types of adult education as described in the Adult Education Curriculum
Framework. These instructors will be trained by the National, State, and district level resource
support institutions to organize and lead learning activities at Adult Education Centres, as well as
coordinate with volunteer instructors. Qualified community members including from HEIs as part of
each HEI’s mission to engage with their local communities will be encouraged and welcomed to take
a short training course and volunteer, as adult literacy instructors, or to serve as one-on-one volunteer
tutors, and will be recognized for their critical service to the nation. States will also work with NGOs
and other community organizations to enhance efforts towards literacy and adult education.

Fourth, all efforts will be undertaken to ensure the participation of community members in adult
education. Social workers/counsellors travelling through their communities to track and ensure
participation of non-enrolled students and dropouts will also be requested, during their travels, to
gather data of parents, adolescents, and others interested in adult education opportunities both as
learners and as teachers/tutors. The social workers/counsellors will then connect them with local
Adult Education Centres (AECs). Opportunities for adult education will also be widely publicized,
through advertisements and announcements and through events and initiatives of NGOs and other
local organizations.

Fifth, improving the availability and accessibility of books is essential to inculcating the habit of
reading within our communities and educational institutions. This Policy recommends that all
communities and educational institutions - schools, colleges, universities and public libraries - will be
strengthened and modernized to ensure an adequate supply of books that cater to the needs and
interests of all students, including persons with disabilities and other differently-abled persons. The
Central and State governments will take steps to ensure that books are made accessible and affordable
to all across the country including socio-economically disadvantaged areas as well as those living in
rural and remote areas. Both public and private sector agencies/institutions will devise strategies to
improve the quality and attractiveness of books published in all Indian languages. Steps will be taken
to enhance online accessibility of library books and further broad basing of digital libraries. For
ensuring vibrant libraries in communities and educational institutions, it will be imperative to make
available adequate library staff and also devise appropriate career pathways and CPD for them. Other
steps will include strengthening all existing libraries, setting up rural libraries and reading rooms in
disadvantaged regions, making widely available reading material in Indian languages, opening
children’s libraries and mobile libraries, establishing social book clubs across India and across
subjects, and fostering greater collaborations between education institutions and libraries.

Finally, technology will be leveraged to strengthen and even undertake the above initiatives. Quality
technology-based options for adult learning such as apps, online courses/modules, satellite- based TV
channels, online books, and ICT-equipped libraries and Adult Education Centres, etc. will
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be developed, through government and philanthropic initiatives as well as through crowd sourcing
and competitions. In many cases, quality adult education could thereby be conducted in an online or
blended mode.

22. Promotion of Indian Languages, Arts, and Culture

India is a treasure trove of culture, developed over thousands of years and manifested in the form of
arts, works of literature, customs, traditions, linguistic expressions, artefacts, heritage sites, and more.
Crores of people from around the world partake in, enjoy, and benefit from this cultural wealth daily,
in the form of visiting India for tourism, experiencing Indian hospitality, purchasing India’s
handicrafts and handmade textiles, reading the classical literature of India, practicing yoga and
meditation, being inspired by Indian philosophy, participating in India’s unique festivals, appreciating
India’s diverse music and art, and watching Indian films, amongst many other aspects. It is this
cultural and natural wealth that truly makes India, “Incredible !ndia”, as per India’s tourism slogan.
The preservation and promotion of India’s cultural wealth must be considered a high priority for the
country, as it is truly important for the nation’s identity as well as for its economy.

The promotion of Indian arts and culture is important not only for the nation but also for the
individual. Cultural awareness and expression are among the major competencies considered
important to develop in children, in order to provide them with a sense of identity, belonging, as well
as an appreciation of other cultures and identities. It is through the development of a strong sense and
knowledge of their own cultural history, arts, languages, and traditions that children can build a
positive cultural identity and self-esteem. Thus, cultural awareness and expression are important
contributors both to individual as well as societal well-being.

The arts form a major medium for imparting culture. The arts - besides strengthening cultural
identity, awareness, and uplifting societies - are well known to enhance cognitive and creative
abilities in individuals and increase individual happiness. The happiness/well-being, cognitive
development, and cultural identity of individuals are important reasons that Indian arts of all kinds
must be offered to students at all levels of education, starting with early childhood care and
education.

Language, of course, is inextricably linked to art and culture. Different languages ‘see’ the world
differently, and the structure of a language, therefore, determines a native speaker’s perception of
experience. In particular, languages influence the way people of a given culture speak with others,
including with family members, authority figures, peers, and strangers, and influence the tone of
conversation. The tone, perception of experience, and familiarity/‘apnapan’ inherent in
conversations among speakers of a common language are a reflection and record of a culture. Culture
is, thus, encased in our languages. Art, in the form of literature, plays, music, film, etc. cannot be
fully appreciated without language. In order to preserve and promote culture, one must preserve and
promote a culture’s languages.

Unfortunately, Indian languages have not received their due attention and care, with the country
losing over 220 languages in the last 50 years alone. UNESCO has declared 197 Indian languages as
‘endangered’. Various unscripted languages are particularly in danger of becoming extinct. When
senior member(s) of a tribe or community that speak such languages pass away, these languages often
perish with them; too often, no concerted actions or measures are taken to preserve or record these
rich languages/expressions of culture.

Moreover, even those languages of India that are not officially on such endangered lists, such as the
22 languages of Eighth Schedule of the Constitution of India, are facing serious difficulties on many
fronts. Teaching and learning of Indian languages need to be integrated with school and higher
education at every level. For languages to remain relevant and vibrant, there must be a steady stream
of high-quality learning and print materials in these languages including textbooks, workbooks,
videos, plays, poems, novels, magazines, etc. Languages must also have consistent official updates to
their vocabularies and dictionaries, widely disseminated, so that the most current issues and concepts
can be effectively discussed in these languages. Enabling such learning materials, print materials, and

205



translations of important materials from world languages, and constantly updating vocabularies, are
carried out by countries around the world for languages such as English, French, German, Hebrew,
Korean, and Japanese. However, India has remained quite slow in producing such learning and print
materials and dictionaries to help keep its languages optimally vibrant and current with integrity.

Additionally, there has been a severe scarcity of skilled language teachers in India, despite various
measures being taken. Language-teaching too must be improved to be more experiential and to focus
on the ability to converse and interact in the language and not just on the literature, vocabulary, and
grammar of the language. Languages must be used more extensively for conversation and for
teaching-learning.

A number of initiatives to foster languages, arts, and culture in school children have been discussed in
Chapter 4, which include a greater emphasis on music, arts, and crafts throughout all levels of school;
early implementation of the three-language formula to promote multilingualism; teaching in the
home/local language wherever possible; conducting more experiential language learning; the hiring
of outstanding local artists, writers, craftspersons, and other experts as master instructors in various
subjects of local expertise; accurate inclusion of traditional Indian knowledge including tribal and
other local knowledge throughout into the curriculum, across humanities, sciences, arts, crafts, and
sports, whenever relevant; and a much greater flexibility in the curriculum, especially in secondary
schools and in higher education, so that students can choose the ideal balance among courses for
themselves to develop their own creative, artistic, cultural, and academic paths.

To enable the key latter initiatives, a number of further actions will be taken in tandem at the higher
education level and beyond. First, to develop and teach many of the courses of the type mentioned
above, an excellent team of teachers and faculty will have to be developed. Strong departments and
programmes in Indian languages, comparative literature, creative writing, arts, music, philosophy, etc.
will be launched and developed across the country, and degrees including 4- year B.Ed. dual degrees
will be developed in these subjects. These departments and programmes will, in particular help to
develop a large cadre of high-quality language teachers - as well as teachers of art, music, philosophy
and writing - who will be needed around the country to carry out this Policy. The NRF will fund
quality research in all these areas. Outstanding local artists and craftspersons will be hired as guest
faculty to promote local music, art, languages, and handicraft, and to ensure that students are aware of
the culture and local knowledge where they study. Every higher education institution and even every
school or school complex will aim to have Artist(s)-in-Residence to expose students to art, creativity,
and the rich treasures of the region/country.

More HEIs, and more programmes in higher education, will use the mother tongue/local language as
a medium of instruction, and/or offer programmes bilingually, in order to increase access and GER
and also to promote the strength, usage, and vibrancy of all Indian languages. Private HEIs too will
be encouraged and incentivized to use Indian languages as medium of instruction and/or offer
bilingual programmes. Four-year B.Ed. dual degree programmes offered bilingually will also help,
e.g. in training cadres of science and mathematics teachers to teach science bilingually at schools
across the country.

High-quality programmes and degrees in Translation and Interpretation, Art and Museum
Administration, Archaeology, Artefact Conservation, Graphic Design, and Web Design within the
higher education system will also be created. In order to preserve and promote its art and culture,
develop high-quality materials in various Indian languages, conserve artefacts, develop highly
qualified individuals to curate and run museums and heritage or tourist sites, thereby also vastly
strengthening the tourism industry.

The Policy recognizes that the knowledge of the rich diversity of India should be imbibed first hand
by learners. This would mean including simple activities, like touring by students to different parts of
the country, which will not only give a boost to tourism but will also lead to an understanding and
appreciation of diversity, culture, traditions and knowledge of different parts of India. Towards this
direction under ‘Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat’, 100 tourist destinations in the country will be identified
where educational institutions will send students to study these destinations and their
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history, scientific contributions, traditions, indigenous literature and knowledge, etc., as a part of
augmenting their knowledge about these areas.

Creating such programmes and degrees in higher education, across the arts, languages, and
humanities, will also come with expanded high-quality opportunities for employment that can make
effective use of these qualifications. There are already hundreds of Academies, museums, art
galleries, and heritage sites in dire need of qualified individuals for their effective functioning. As
positions are filled with suitably qualified candidates, and further artefacts are procured and
conserved, additional museums, including virtual museums/e-museums, galleries, and heritage sites
may contribute to the conservation of our heritage as well as to India’s tourism industry.

India will also urgently expand its translation and interpretation efforts in order to make high- quality
learning materials and other important written and spoken material available to the public in various
Indian and foreign languages. For this, an Indian Institute of Translation and Interpretation (IITI) will
be established. Such an institute would provide a truly important service for the country, as well as
employ numerous multilingual language and subject experts, and experts in translation and
interpretation, which will help to promote all Indian languages. The IITI shall also make extensive
use of technology to aid in its translation and interpretation efforts. The IITI could naturally grow
with time, and be housed in multiple locations including in HEIs to facilitate collaborations with
other research departments as demand and the number of qualified candidates grows.

Due to its vast and significant contributions and literature across genres and subjects, its cultural
significance, and its scientific nature, rather than being restricted to single-stream Sanskrit Pathshalas
and Universities, Sanskrit will be mainstreamed with strong offerings in school - including as one of
the language options in the three-language formula - as well as in higher education. It will be taught
not in isolation, but in interesting and innovative ways, and connected to other contemporary and
relevant subjects such as mathematics, astronomy, philosophy, linguistics, dramatics, yoga, etc. Thus,
in consonance with the rest of this policy, Sanskrit Universities too will move towards becoming
large multidisciplinary institutions of higher learning. Departments of Sanskrit that conduct teaching
and outstanding interdisciplinary research on Sanskrit and Sanskrit Knowledge Systems will be
established/strengthened across the new multidisciplinary higher education system. Sanskrit will
become a natural part of a holistic multidisciplinary higher education if a student so chooses. Sanskrit
teachers in large numbers will be professionalized across the country in mission mode through the
offering of 4-year integrated multidisciplinary B.Ed. dual degrees in education and Sanskrit.

India will similarly expand its institutes and universities studying all classical languages and
literature, with strong efforts to collect, preserve, translate, and study the tens of thousands of
manuscripts that have not yet received their due attention. Sanskrit and all Indian language institutes
and departments across the country will be significantly strengthened, with adequate training given to
large new batches of students to study, in particular, the large numbers of manuscripts and their
interrelations with other subjects. Classical language institutes will aim to be merged with
universities, while maintaining their autonomy, so that faculty may work, and students too may be
trained as part of robust and rigorous multidisciplinary programmes. Universities dedicated to
languages will become multidisciplinary, towards the same end; where relevant, they may then also
offer B.Ed. dual degrees in education and a language, to develop outstanding language teachers in
that language. Further, it is also proposed that a new institution for Languages will be established.
National Institute (or Institutes) for Pali, Persian and Prakrit will also be set up within a university
campus. Similar initiatives will be carried out for institutes and universities studying Indian arts, art
history, and Indology. Research for outstanding work in all these areas will be supported by the NRF.

Efforts to preserve and promote all Indian languages including classical, tribal and endangered
languages will be taken on with new vigour. Technology and crowdsourcing, with extensive
participation of the people, will play a crucial role in these efforts.

For each of the languages mentioned in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution of India, Academies
will be established consisting of some of the greatest scholars and native speakers to
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determine simple yet accurate vocabulary for the latest concepts, and to release the latest dictionaries
on a regular basis (analogous to the successful efforts for many other languages around the world).
The Academies would also consult with each other, and in some cases take the best suggestions from
the public, in order to construct these dictionaries attempting to adopt common words whenever
possible. These dictionaries would be widely disseminated, for use in education, journalism, writing,
speechmaking, and beyond, and would be available on the web as well as in book form. These
Academies for Eighth Schedule languages will be established by the Central Government in
consultation or collaboration with State Governments. Academies for other highly spoken Indian
languages may also be similarly established by the Centre and/or States.

All languages in India, and their associated arts and culture will be documented through a web-based
platform/portal/wiki, in order to preserve endangered and all Indian languages and their associated
rich local arts and culture. The platform will contain videos, dictionaries, recordings, and more, of
people (especially elders) speaking the language, telling stories, reciting poetry, and performing
plays, folk songs and dances, and more. People from across the country will be invited to contribute
to these efforts by adding relevant material onto these platforms/portals/wikis. Universities and their
research teams will work with each other and with communities across the country towards enriching
such platforms. These preservation efforts, and the associated research projects, e.g., in history,
archaeology, linguistics, etc., will be funded by the NRF.

Scholarships for people of all ages to study Indian Languages, Arts, and Culture with local masters
and/or within the higher education system will be established. The promotion of Indian languages is
possible only if they are used regularly and if they are used for teaching and learning. Incentives, such
as prizes for outstanding poetry and prose in Indian languages across categories, will be established to
ensure vibrant poetry, novels, nonfiction books, textbooks, journalism, and other works in all Indian
languages. Proficiency in Indian languages will be included as part of qualification parameters for
employment opportunities.

23. Technology Use and Integration

India is a global leader in information and communication technology and in other cutting-edge
domains, such as space. The Digital India Campaign is helping to transform the entire nation into a
digitally empowered society and knowledge economy. While education will play a critical role in this
transformation, technology itself will play an important role in the improvement of educational
processes and outcomes; thus, the relationship between technology and education at all levels is bi-
directional.

Given the explosive pace of technological development allied with the sheer creativity of tech- savvy
teachers and entrepreneurs including student entrepreneurs, it is certain that technology will impact
education in multiple ways, only some of which can be foreseen at the present time. New
technologies involving artificial intelligence, machine learning, block chains, smart boards, handheld
computing devices, adaptive computer testing for student development, and other forms of
educational software and hardware will not just change what students learn in the classroom but how
they learn, and thus these areas and beyond will require extensive research both on the technological
as well as educational fronts.

Use and integration of technology to improve multiple aspects of education will be supported and
adopted, provided these interventions are rigorously and transparently evaluated in relevant contexts
before they are scaled up. An autonomous body, the National Educational Technology Forum
(NETF), will be created to provide a platform for the free exchange of ideas on the use of technology
to enhance learning, assessment, planning, administration, and so on, both for school and higher
education. The aim of the NETF will be to facilitate decision making on the induction, deployment,
and use of technology, by providing to the leadership of education institutions, State and Central
governments, and other stakeholders, the latest knowledge and research as well as the opportunity to
consult and share best practices. The NETF will have the following functions:
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a) provide independent evidence-based advice to Central and State Government agencies on
technology-based interventions;

b) build intellectual and institutional capacities in educational technology;

c) envision strategic thrust areas in this domain; and

d) articulate new directions for research and innovation.

To remain relevant in the fast-changing field of educational technology, the NETF will maintain a
regular inflow of authentic data from multiple sources including educational technology innovators
and practitioners and will engage with a diverse set of researchers to analyze the data. To support the
development of a vibrant body of knowledge and practice, the NETF will organize multiple regional
and national conferences, workshops, etc. to solicit inputs from national and international educational
technology researchers, entrepreneurs, and practitioners.

The thrust of technological interventions will be for the purposes of improving teaching- learning and
evaluation processes, supporting teacher preparation and professional development, enhancing
educational access, and streamlining educational planning, management, and administration including
processes related to admissions, attendance, assessments, etc.

A rich variety of educational software, for all the above purposes, will be developed and made
available for students and teachers at all levels. All such software will be available in all major Indian
languages and will be accessible to a wide range of users including students in remote areas and
Divyang students. Teaching-learning e-content will continue to be developed by all States in all
regional languages, as well as by the NCERT, CIET, CBSE, NIOS, and other bodies/institutions, and
will be uploaded onto the DIKSHA platform. This platform may also be utilized for Teacher’s
Professional Development through e-content. CIET will be strengthened to promote and expand
DIKSHA as well as other education technology initiatives. Suitable equipment will be made available
to teachers at schools so that teachers can suitably integrate e-contents into teaching-learning
practices. Technology-based education platforms, such as DIKSHA/SWAYAM, will be better
integrated across school and higher education, and will include ratings/reviews by users, so as to
enable content developers create user friendly and qualitative content.

Particular attention will need to be paid to emerging disruptive technologies that will necessarily
transform the education system. When the 1986/1992 National Policy on Education was formulated,
it was difficult to predict the disruptive effect that the internet would have brought. Our present
education system's inability to cope with these rapid and disruptive changes places us individually
and nationally at a perilous disadvantage in an increasingly competitive world. For example, while
computers have largely surpassed humans in leveraging factual and procedural knowledge, our
education at all levels excessively burdens students with such knowledge at the expense of
developing their higher-order competencies.

This policy has been formulated at a time when an unquestionably disruptive technology - Artificial
Intelligence (Al) 3D/7D Virtual Reality - has emerged. As the cost of Al-based prediction falls, Al
will be able to match or outperform and, therefore, be a valuable aid to even skilled professionals
such as doctors in certain predictive tasks. Al's disruptive potential in the workplace is clear, and the
education system must be poised to respond quickly. One of the permanent tasks of the NETF will be
to categorize emergent technologies based on their potential and estimated timeframe for disruption,
and to periodically present this analysis to MHRD. Based on these inputs, MHRD will formally
identify those technologies whose emergence demands responses from the education system.

In response to MHRD's formal recognition of a new disruptive technology, the National Research
Foundation will initiate or expand research efforts in the technology. In the context of A, NRF may
consider a three-pronged approach: (a) advancing core Al research, (b) developing and deploying
application-based research, and (c¢) advancing international research efforts to address global
challenges in areas such as healthcare, agriculture, and climate change using Al
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HEIs will play an active role not only in conducting research on disruptive technologies but also in
creating initial versions of instructional materials and courses including online courses in cutting-edge
domains and assessing their impact on specific areas such as professional education. Once the
technology has attained a level of maturity, HEIs with thousands of students will be ideally placed to
scale these teaching and skilling efforts, which will include targeted training for job readiness.
Disruptive technologies will make certain jobs redundant, and hence approaches to skilling and
deskilling that are both efficient and ensure quality will be of increasing importance to create and
sustain employment. Institutions will have autonomy to approve institutional and non-institutional
partners to deliver such training, which will be integrated with skills and higher education
frameworks.

Universities will aim to offer Ph.D. and Masters programmes in core areas such as Machine Learning
as well as multidisciplinary fields “Al + X and professional areas like health care, agriculture, and
law. They may also develop and disseminate courses in these areas via platforms, such as SWAYAM.
For rapid adoption, HEIs may blend these online courses with traditional teaching in undergraduate
and vocational programmes. HEIs may also offer targeted training in low- expertise tasks for
supporting the Al value chain such as data annotation, image classification, and speech transcription.
Efforts to teach languages to school students will be dovetailed with efforts to enhance Natural
Language Processing for India’s diverse languages.

As disruptive technologies emerge, schooling and continuing education will assist in raising the
general populace’s awareness of their potential disruptive effects and will also address related issues.
This awareness is necessary to have informed public consent on matters related to these

technologies. In school, the study of current affairs and ethical issues will include a discussion on
disruptive technologies such as those identified by NETF/MHRD. Appropriate instructional and
discussion materials will also be prepared for continuing education.

Data is a key fuel for Al-based technologies, and it is critical to raise awareness on issues of privacy,
laws, and standards associated with data handling and data protection, etc. It is also necessary to
highlight ethical issues surrounding the development and deployment of Al-based technologies.
Education will play a key role in these awareness raising efforts. Other disruptive technologies that
are expected to change the way we live, and, therefore, change the way we educate students, include
those relating to clean and renewable energy, water conservation, sustainable farming, environmental
preservation, and other green initiatives; these will also receive prioritized attention in education.

24. Online and Digital Education: Ensuring Equitable Use of Technology

New circumstances and realities require new initiatives. The recent rise in epidemics and pandemics
necessitates that we are ready with alternative modes of quality education whenever and wherever
traditional and in-person modes of education are not possible. In this regard, the National Education
Policy 2020 recognizes the importance of leveraging the advantages of technology while
acknowledging its potential risks and dangers. It calls for carefully designed and appropriately scaled
pilot studies to determine how the benefits of online/digital education can be reaped while addressing
or mitigating the downsides. In the meantime, the existing digital platforms and ongoing ICT-based
educational initiatives must be optimized and expanded to meet the current and future challenges in
providing quality education for all.

However, the benefits of online/digital education cannot be leveraged unless the digital divide is
eliminated through concerted efforts, such as the Digital India campaign and the availability of
affordable computing devices. It is important that the use of technology for online and digital
education adequately addresses concerns of equity.

Teachers require suitable training and development to be effective online educators. It cannot be
assumed that a good teacher in a traditional classroom will automatically be a good teacher in an
online classroom. Aside from changes required in pedagogy, online assessments also require a
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different approach. There are numerous challenges to conducting online examinations at scale,
including limitations on the types of questions that can be asked in an online environment, handling
network and power disruptions, and preventing unethical practices. Certain types of courses/subjects,
such as performing arts and science practical have limitations in the online/digital education space,
which can be overcome to a partial extent with innovative measures. Further, unless online education
is blended with experiential and activity-based learning, it will tend to become a screen-based
education with limited focus on the social, affective and psychomotor dimensions of learning.

Given the emergence of digital technologies and the emerging importance of leveraging technology
for teaching-learning at all levels from school to higher education, this Policy recommends the
following key initiatives:

()

Pilot studies for online education: Appropriate agencies, such as the NETF, CIET, NIOS,
IGNOU, IITs, NITs, etc. will be identified to conduct a series of pilot studies, in parallel, to
evaluate the benefits of integrating education with online education while mitigating the
downsides and also to study related areas, such as, student device addiction, most preferred
formats of e-content, etc. The results of these pilot studies will be publicly communicated and
used for continuous improvement.

(b) Digital infrastructure: There is a need to invest in creation of open, interoperable, evolvable,

(c)

public digital infrastructure in the education sector that can be used by multiple platforms and
point solutions, to solve for India’s scale, diversity, complexity and device penetration. This will
ensure that the technology-based solutions do not become outdated with the rapid advances in
technology.

Online teaching platform and tools: Appropriate existing e-learning platforms such as
SWAYAM, DIKSHA, will be extended to provide teachers with a structured, user-friendly, rich
set of assistive tools for monitoring progress of learners. Tools, such as, two-way video and two-
way-audio interface for holding online classes are a real necessity as the present pandemic has
shown.

(d) Content creation, digital repository, and dissemination: A digital repository of content

including creation of coursework, Learning Games & Simulations, Augmented Reality and
Virtual Reality will be developed, with a clear public system for ratings by users on effectiveness
and quality. For fun based learning student-appropriate tools like apps, gamification of Indian art
and culture, in multiple languages, with clear operating instructions, will also be created. A
reliable backup mechanism for disseminating e-content to students will be provided.

(e) Addressing the digital divide: Given the fact that there still persists a substantial section of the

®

population whose digital access is highly limited, the existing mass media, such as television,
radio, and community radio will be extensively used for telecast and broadcasts. Such educational
programmes will be made available 24/7 in different languages to cater to the varying needs of
the student population. A special focus on content in all Indian languages will be emphasized and
required; digital content will need to reach the teachers and students in their medium of
instruction as far as possible.

Virtual Labs: Existing e-learning platforms such as DIKSHA, SWAYAM and
SWAYAMPRABHA will also be leveraged for creating virtual labs so that all students have
equal access to quality practical and hands-on experiment-based learning experiences. The
possibility of providing adequate access to SEDG students and teachers through suitable digital
devices, such as tablets with pre-loaded content, will be considered and developed.

(g) Training and incentives for teachers: Teachers will undergo rigorous training in learner-centric

pedagogy and on how to become high-quality online content creators themselves using online
teaching platforms and tools. There will be emphasis on the teacher’s role in facilitating active
student engagement with the content and with each other.
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(h) Online assessment and examinations: Appropriate bodies, such as the proposed National
Assessment Centre or PARAKH, School Boards, NTA, and other identified bodies will design
and implement assessment frameworks encompassing design of competencies, portfolio, rubrics,
standardized assessments, and assessment analytics. Studies will be undertaken to pilot new ways
of assessment using education technologies focusing on 21 century skills.

(i) Blended models of learning: While promoting digital learning and education, the importance of
face-to-face in-person learning is fully recognized. Accordingly, different effective models of
blended learning will be identified for appropriate replication for different subjects.

(j) Laying down standards: As research on online/digital education emerges, NETF and other
appropriate bodies shall set up standards of content, technology, and pedagogy for online/digital
teaching-learning. These standards will help to formulate guidelines for e-learning by States,
Boards, schools and school complexes, HEISs, etc.

24.5 Creating a Dedicated Unit for Building of World Class, Digital Infrastructure,
Educational Digital Content and Capacity

Technology in education is a journey and not a destination and capacity will be needed to orchestrate
the various ecosystem players to implement policy objectives. A dedicated unit for the purpose of
orchestrating the building of digital infrastructure, digital content and capacity building will
be created in the Ministry to look after the e-education needs of both school and higher
education. Since technology is rapidly evolving, and needs specialists to deliver high quality
e-learning, a vibrant ecosystem has to be encouraged to create solutions that not only solve
India’s challenges of scale, diversity, equity, but also evolve in keeping with the rapid
changes in technology, whose half-life reduces with each passing year. This centre will,
therefore, consist of experts drawn from the field of administration, education, educational
technology, digital pedagogy and assessment, e-governance, etc.

Part IV. MAKING IT HAPPEN
25. Strengthening the Central Advisory Board of Education

Achieving successful implementation of this policy demands a long-term vision, availability of
expertise on a sustained basis, and concerted action from all concerned encompassing National, State,
institutional, and individual levels. In this context, the Policy recommends strengthening and
empowering the Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE) which will have a much greater
mandate and not only a forum for widespread consultation and examination of issues relating to
educational and cultural development. The remodeled and rejuvenated CABE shall also be
responsible for developing, articulating, evaluating, and revising the vision of education in the
country on a continuous basis, in close collaboration with MHRD and the corresponding apex bodies
of States. It shall also create and continuously review the institutional frameworks that shall help
attain this vision.

To bring the focus back on education and learning, it is desirable that the Ministry of Human
Resource Development (MHRD) be re-designated as the Ministry of Education (MoE).

26. Financing: Affordable and Quality Education for All

The Policy commits to significantly raising educational investment, as there is no better investment
towards a society’s future than the high-quality education of our young people. Unfortunately, public
expenditure on education in India has not come close to the recommended level of 6% of GDP, as
envisaged by the 1968 Policy, reiterated in the Policy of 1986, and which was further reaffirmed in
the 1992 review of the Policy. The current public (Government - Centre and States) expenditure on
education in India has been around 4.43% of GDP (Analysis of Budgeted
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Expenditure 2017-18) and only around 10% of the total Government spending towards education
(Economic Survey 2017-18). These numbers are far smaller than most developed and developing
countries.

In order to attain the goal of education with excellence and the corresponding multitude of benefits to
this Nation and its economy, this Policy unequivocally endorses and envisions a substantial increase
in public investment in education by both the Central government and all State Governments. The
Centre and the States will work together to increase the public investment in Education sector to
reach 6% of GDP at the earliest. This is considered extremely critical for achieving the high-quality
and equitable public education system that is truly needed for India's future economic, social, cultural,
intellectual, and technological progress and growth.

In particular, financial support will be provided to various critical elements and components of
education, such as ensuring universal access, learning resources, nutritional support, matters of
student safety and well-being, adequate numbers of teachers and staff, teacher development, and
support for all key initiatives towards equitable high-quality education for underprivileged and socio-
economically disadvantaged groups.

In addition to one-time expenditures, primarily related to infrastructure and resources, this Policy
identifies the following key long-term thrust areas for financing to cultivate an education system: (a)
universal provisioning of quality early childhood care education; (b) ensuring foundational literacy
and numeracy; (c) providing adequate and appropriate resourcing of school complexes/clusters; (d)
providing food and nutrition (breakfast and midday meals); (e) investing in teacher education and
continuing professional development of teachers; (f) revamping colleges and universities to foster
excellence; (g) cultivating research; and (h) extensive use of technology and online education.

Even the low level of funding on education in India, is frequently not spent in a timely manner at the
District/institution level, hampering the achievement of the intended targets of those funds. Hence,
the need is to increase efficiency in use of available budget by suitable policy changes. Financial
governance and management will focus on the smooth, timely, and appropriate flow of funds, and
their usage with probity; administrative processes will be suitably amended and streamlined so that
the disbursal mechanism may not lead to a high volume of unspent balances. The provisions of GFR,
PFMS and ‘Just in Time’ release to implementing agencies will be followed for efficient use of
government resources and avoiding parking of funds. Mechanism of performance- based funding to
States / HEIs may be devised. Similarly, efficient mechanism will be ensured for the optimal
allocation and utilization of funds earmarked for SEDGs. The new suggested regulatory regime, with
clear separations of roles and transparent self-disclosures, empowerment and autonomy to
institutions, and the appointment of outstanding and qualified experts to leadership positions will help
to enable a far smoother, quicker, and more transparent flow of funds.

The Policy also calls for the rejuvenation, active promotion, and support for private philanthropic
activity in the education sector. In particular, over and above the public budgetary support which
would have been otherwise provided to them, any public institution can take initiatives towards
raising private philanthropic funds to enhance educational experiences.

The matter of commercialization of education has been dealt with by the Policy through multiple
relevant fronts, including: the ‘light but tight’ regulatory approach that mandates full public self-
disclosure of finances, procedures, course and programme offerings, and educational outcomes; the
substantial investment in public education; and mechanisms for good governance of all institutions,
public and private. Similarly, opportunities for higher cost recovery without affecting the needy or
deserving sections will also be explored.

27. Implementation

Any policy’s effectiveness depends on its implementation. Such implementation will require multiple
initiatives and actions, which will have to be taken by multiple bodies in a synchronized and
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systematic manner. Therefore, the implementation of this Policy will be led by various bodies
including MHRD, CABE, Union and State Governments, education-related Ministries, State
Departments of Education, Boards, NTA, the regulatory bodies of school and higher education,
NCERT, SCERTs, schools, and HEIs along with timelines and a plan for review, in order to ensure
that the policy is implemented in its spirit and intent, through coherence in planning and synergy
across all these bodies involved in education.

Implementation will be guided by the following principles. First, implementation of the spirit and
intent of the Policy will be the most critical matter. Second, it is important to implement the policy
initiatives in a phased manner, as each policy point has several steps, each of which requires the
previous step to be implemented successfully. Third, prioritization will be important in ensuring
optimal sequencing of policy points, and that the most critical and urgent actions are taken up first,
thereby enabling a strong base. Fourth, comprehensiveness in implementation will be key; as this
Policy is interconnected and holistic, only a full-fledged implementation, and not a piecemeal one,
will ensure that the desired objectives are achieved. Fifth, since education is a concurrent subject, it
will need careful planning, joint monitoring, and collaborative implementation between the Centre
and States. Sixth, timely infusion of requisite resources - human, infrastructural, and financial - at the
Central and State levels will be crucial for the satisfactory execution of the Policy. Finally, careful
analysis and review of the linkages between multiple parallel implementation steps will be necessary
in order to ensure effective dovetailing of all initiatives. This will also include early investment in
some of the specific actions (such as the setting up of early childhood care and education
infrastructure) that will be imperative to ensuring a strong base and a smooth progression for all
subsequent programmes and actions.

Subject-wise implementation committees of experts in cooperation and consultation with other
relevant Ministries will be set up at both the Central and State levels to develop detailed
implementation plans for each aspect of this Policy in accordance with the above principles to
achieve the goals of the Policy in a clear and phased manner. Yearly joint reviews of the progress of
implementation of the policy, in accordance with the targets set for each action, will be conducted by
designated teams constituted by MHRD and the States, and reviews will be shared with CABE. In the
decade of 2030-40, the entire policy will be in an operational mode, following which another
comprehensive review will be undertaken.
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ABC
Al

AC
AEC
API
AYUSH
B.Ed.
BEO
BITE
BoA
BoG
BRC
B.Voc
CABE
CBCS
CBSE
CIET
CMP
CoA
CPD
CRC
CWSN
DAE
DBT
DEO
DIET
DIKSHA
DSE
DST
ECCE
EEC
GCED
GDP
GEC
GER
GFR
HECI
HEGC
HEI
ICAR
ICHR
ICMR
ICT
IDP
IGNOU
IIM
1T
IITI
ISL
ITI
M.Ed.
MBBS
MERU
MHFW

Abbreviations

Academic Bank of Credit

Artificial Intelligence

Autonomous degree-granting College
Adult Education Centre

Application Programming Interface

Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy

Bachelor of Education

Block Education Officer

Block Institute of Teacher Education

Board of Assessment

Board of Governors

Block Resource Centre

Bachelor of Vocational Education

Central Advisory Board of Education

Choice Based Credit System

Central Board of Secondary Education
Central Institute of Educational Technology
Career Management and Progression
Council of Architecture

Continuous Professional Development
Cluster Resource Centre

Children With Special Needs

Department of Atomic Energy

Department of Biotechnology

District Education Officer

District Institute of Education and Training
Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing
Directorate of School Education

Department of Science and Technology
Early Childhood Care and Education
Eminent Expert Committee

Global Citizenship Education

Gross Domestic Product

General Education Council

Gross Enrolment Ratio

General Financial Rule

Higher Education Commission of India
Higher Education Grants Council

Higher Education Institutions

Indian Council of Agricultural Research
Indian Council of Historical Research

Indian Council of Medical Research
Information and Communication Technology
Institutional Development Plan

Indira Gandhi National Open University
Indian Institute of Management

Indian Institute of Technology

Indian Institute of Translation and Interpretation
Indian Sign Language

Industrial Training Institute

Master of Education

Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery
Multidisciplinary Education and Research Universities
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
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MHRD
MoE
MOOC
MOU
M. Phil
MWCD
NAC
NAS
NCC
NCERT
NCF
NCFSE
NCFTE
NCIVE
NCPFECCE
NCTE
NCVET
NETF
NGO
NHEQF
NHERC
NIOS
NIT
NITI
NPE
NPST
NRF
NSQF
NSSO
NTA
OBC
ODL
PARAKH
PCI
PFMS
Ph.D
PSSB
PTR
R&lI
RCI
RPWD
SAS

SC
SCDP
SCERT
SCF
SCMC
SDG
SDP
SEDG
SEZ
SIOS
SMC
SQAAF
SSA

SSS
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Ministry of Human Resource Development

Ministry of Education

Massive Open Online Course

Memorandum of Understanding

Master of Philosophy

Ministry of Women and Child Development

National Accreditation Council

National Achievement Survey

National Cadet Corps

National Council of Educational Research and Training
National Curriculum Framework

National Curriculum Framework for School Education
National Curriculum Framework for Teacher Education
National Committee for the Integration of Vocational Education
National Curricular and Pedagogical Framework for Early Childhood Care and Education
National Council for Teacher Education

National Council for Vocational Education and Training
National Educational Technology Forum
Non-Governmental Organization

National Higher Education Qualifications Framework
National Higher Education Regulatory Council
National Institute of Open Schooling

National Institute of Technology

National Institution for Transforming India

National Policy on Education

National Professional Standards for Teachers

National Research Foundation

National Skills Qualifications Framework

National Sample Survey Office

National Testing Agency

Other Backward Classes

Open and Distance Learning

Performance Assessment, Review and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic development
Pharmacy Council of India

Public Financial Management System

Doctor of Philosophy

Professional Standard Setting Body

Pupil Teacher Ratio

Research and Innovation

Rehabilitation Council of India

Rights of Persons with Disabilities

State Achievement Survey

Scheduled Caste(s)

School Complex/Cluster Development Plans

State Council of Educational Research and Training
State Curricular Framework

School Complex Management Committee

Sustainable Development Goal

School Development Plan

Socio-Economically Disadvantaged Group

Special Education Zone

State Institutes of Open Schooling

School Management Committee

School Quality Assessment and Accreditation Framework
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan

Simple Standard Sanskrit
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SSSA

ST

STEM
STS
SWAYAM
TEI

TET
U-DISE
uGC
UNESCO
UT

VCI

State School Standards Authority

Scheduled Tribe(s)

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics
Sanskrit Through Sanskrit

Study Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds
Teacher Education Institution

Teacher Eligibility Test

Unified District Information System for Education
University Grants Commission

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
Union Territory

Veterinary Council of India
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