Following is the full text of speech —

“l am happy to launch the four volumes of Thavaasmi that give the readers a very good
insight into the great Indian epic, Ramayana.

Ramayana is among the oldest epics in the world. It is the story of an extraordinary
human being who led an exemplary life despite innumerable challenges in life. It also has
many characters who exemplify different human values.

The authors have created an interesting narrative that tells the story of Ramayana but also
promotes reflections and analysis of the underlying message.

The story of Ramayana is presented as a dialogue between a father and daughter with a
number of exercises that make this a learning experience. The reader is offered different
thought provoking tools like Comparison Mirrors, Introspection Mirrors, Media
Reporting, Character Presentation and Research questions. These facilitate introspection
and a deeper understanding of this great epic.

The four books are also good bedtime stories. We are gradually losing the tradition of bed
time stories. Thavaasmi is an attempt to revive it.

Sri Rama is called Maryada Purushotthama or the best of persons with excellent conduct.
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His life, words and thoughts, actions and responses define how “Satya” (Truth) and
“Dharma” (Righteousness) can become part of everyone’s life.

His relationship with parents, brothers, wife, friends and enemies as well as his gurus and
mentors shows how an ideal person would respond to various challenges in life and
emerge stronger.

It is this set of values that have inspired numerous poets, saints and singers in India to
compose Ramayana in different languages and dialects.

It is this immortal saga that has been embedded in the India’s collective cultural
inheritance.

There is probably no other epic in the world that has been re-told, re-sung and re-woven
in so many fascinating ways.

Sage Valmiki’s original Ramayana is known as ‘Adi Kavya’, the first epic. It is also
Anadi Kavya because it is timeless, eternal and does not lose its relevance in any life
context. It enchants the scholarly as well as the common, unlettered citizen. It motivates
the young and old with positive thoughts leading to living a fuller life.

We draw lessons from each episode in this epic.

We are fascinated by the whole range of characters including the monkeys, birds,
squirrels and demonic giants.

We celebrate the victory of goodness, righteousness, and harmony over evil, mischief and
disruptive violence.
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Ramayana is a treasure-house of values woven subtly into a gripping story. These books
by the authors Shri Srirama Chakradhar and Sarada Deepthi provide a novel window to
this treasure.

These books will be useful for all age groups and can be a very enriching walk through
the engaging and enlightening path travelled by Rama that has been illuminated by Sage
Valmiki.

I compliment the Author, Rallabandi Srirama Chakradhar and Co-Author, Amara Sarada
Deepthi as well as the entire Team Thavaasmi for bringing out this excellent publication.

Jai Hind!”
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