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Padma Vibhushan

SHRI DHARMENDRA SINGH DEOL
(POSTHUMOUS)

Shri Dharmendra Singh Deol was a legendary icon of Indian cinema and a former
Member of Parliament. He is celebrated as one of the most versatile and commercially
successful actors in the history of the Hindi film industry. Popularly known as the
"He-Man" of Bollywood, he has enjoyed a prolific career spanning over six decades,
starring in more than 300 films and holding the record for the highest number of hit films
in Hindi cinema. His exceptional contribution to the arts has not only shaped mainstream
Bollywood but has also left an indelible mark on the cultural fabric of India.

2. Born on 8" December, 1939, in Nasrali, Punjab, Shri Dharmendra's journey from
humble roots to superstardom began after being noticed in a Filmfare talent contest. He
made his debut in 1960 with ‘Dil Bhi Tera Hum Bhi Tere’ and rose to prominence with
critically acclaimed performances in films like Bandini (1963) and Satyakam (1969),
the latter of which brought him widespread praise for his portrayal of an idealist. His
role as 'Veeru' in the 1975 blockbuster Sholay remains a milestone in Indian cinema, a
film that became an integral part of popular culture and held the record for the highest-
grossing Hindi film for nearly two decades.

S Beyond his cinematic achievements, Shri Dharmendra served as a Member of
Parliament in the 14th Lok Sabha, representing the Bikaner constituency in Rajasthan
from 2004 to 2009. During his tenure, he was known for his emotional bond with his
constituents and his dedication to local issues such as cleaning public spaces,
renovating infrastructure, and supporting farmers' rights. He also established Vijayta
Films in 1983, a production house that launched the careers of his sons and produced
the National Award-winning film Ghayal. His enduring legacy is further reflected in his
spontaneous poetry, which he used to express deep reflections on life and human
experience.

4. Shri Dharmendra is the recipient of numerous prestigious awards and honours
for his lifelong dedication to the arts. He was conferred with the Filmfare Lifetime
Achievement Award in 1997 for his immense contributions to Bollywood. In 2012, the
Government of India honored him with the Padma Bhushan, the country's third-
highest civilian award.

55 Shri Dharmendra passed away on 24" November, 2025.
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Padma Vibhushan

DR. (SMT.) N. RAJAM

Dr. (Smt.) N. Rajam is a violin virtuoso among the finest and most distinguished artists in the
field of music. Her deft fingers coax enchanting melodies from the tuneful strings of the violin. She
pioneered a revolutionary approach to classical music by introducing the "Gayaki Ang"—a technique
that renders the vocal style of music on the violin—earning her global renown as the "Singing Violin."

2. Born on 16" March, 1939 in Ernakulam in a family stepped in musical tradition, Dr. Rajam
embarked on her violin journey at the tender age of three under the tutelage of her father, Shri Vidwan
A. Narayana lyer, a distinguished exponent of Carnatic music. She further enriched her musical
foundation by learning from the legendary vocalist Vidwan Musiri Subramania lyer. She mastered the
Carnatic style at a remarkably young age before venturing into the Hindustani idiom. 1t was under the
tutelage of the inimitable doyen Pandit Omkarnath Thakur, she absorbed the intricacies of
Hindustani music. At the age of fifteen, she made a revolutionary entry into North Indian classical
music by adapting the Western violin to express the Hindustani vocal style, introducing the "Khayal
Gayaki Ang" with such consummate artistry that it left musicians and violinists across the nation
spellbound. Her legendary duets with Ustad Bismillah Khan, T.N. Krishnan, and N. Ramani were
immensely popular with audiences and remain cherished in the annals of Indian classical music.

3. Beyond her illustrious performing career, Dr. Rajam served with distinction as a Professor in
the Faculty of Performing Arts at Banaras Hindu University (BHU) for nearly four decades. She rose to
become the Head of the Department and subsequently the Dean of the Faculty, earning the
prestigious title of "Emeritus Professor” by BHU in recognition of her exceptional contributions to
music and music education. She has nurtured numerous distinguished disciples, including her
daughter Sangeeta Shankar (a Sangeet Natak Akademi Award winner) and many other accomplished
musicians who carry forward her legacy.

4. Dr. Rajam has performed extensively across the globe, captivating audiences in numerous
countries including the United States of America, Canada, Russia, France, Italy, Germany, Holland,
Switzerland, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Australia, and throughout Europe. Her concerts have
graced the most prestigious music festivals worldwide, where her "Singing Violin" has mesmerized
listeners. Professional violinists from across the world regularly seek her guidance to refine and
elevate their craft. Her extraordinary technique, which enables the violin to express the full spectrum
of vocal articulations in Hindustani classical music, remains unparalleled and continues to inspire
musicians across continents.

Bk Dr. Rajam has been the recipient of numerous prestigious awards and honours. She has been
conferred with Padma Shriin 1984, Padma Bhushan in 2004, Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 1990
in recognition of her exceptional contributions to Hindustani music. In 2012, she was bestowed with
the Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowship, the highest honour in the performing arts conferred by India's
National Academy for Music, Dance and Drama. Among her many other accolades are the Puttaraja
Sanmaana in 2004, the Bhimsen Joshi Lifetime Achievement Award, and numerous honours from
state governments and cultural organizations.
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Padma Bhushan
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SHATAVADHANI DR. R. GANESH

Shatavadhani Dr. R. Ganesh is a master of Avadhana, a classical art form unique to India,
which involves solving a variety of poetic challenges with verses composed extempore, without any
aids like pen and paper. It tests creativity and scholarship to the extreme and exhibits the
performer's ability to multitask and think laterally. Credited with reviving the art form in Kannada,
he has performed more than 1,300 Ashatavadhanas and 5 Shatavadhanas till date, primarily in
Kannada and Sanskrit. He has performed in all formats of the art, introduced several novel
components and inspired a crop of young performers to keep alive this ancient art form.

2. Born on 4" December, 1962, in Kolar, Karnataka, Dr. R. Ganesh holds a bachelor's degree in
Mechanical Engineering, a master's degree each in Materials Science and Metallurgy and Sanskrit
and a D.Litt. in Kannada. He is a polymath specializing in poetics, prosody, literature, philosophy
and classical arts, and has a nuanced understanding of the Indian cultural heritage. Kannada,
Sanskrit, Prakrit, Pali, Telugu, Tamil, Hindi, Greek, Latin and Italian are among the languages he
knows. He has taught and worked at prestigious institutions such as NIMHANS, IGNCA and
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan.

S Apart from enriching literature, Dr. R. Ganesh has made a lasting contribution to the fields of
music, dance and theatre. He has conceptualized novel art forms such as (1) Kavya-Chitra-Gita-
Nrtya, a confluence of poetry, painting, music and dance and (2) Ekavyakti-Yakshagana, a genre of
solo classical dance having its roots in Yakshagana, a traditional theatrical art form of Karnataka.
He has given a sound aesthetic framework to such aspects of the art as costumes, movements,
themes and music. He has similarly conceived Ekavyakti-Talamaddale, a verbal art form in which
an artist puts on the role of a character and presents various episodes as soliloquies. Some of these
have been performed over a thousand times in India and abroad. He has reconstructed the
Purvaranga of Natyashastra and directed the production of Sanskrit plays on this basis. Further, he
has introduced the concept of Ashta-nayakas to traditional dance and theatre and conceptualized a
programme to sensitize the laity on classical Indian music.

4, Dr. R. Ganesh is also a prolific author, having more than seventy books to his credit. He has
written poems, plays, monographs, biographies, literary essays, analytical papers and scholarly
treatises in Kannada, Sanskrit and English. Aside from authoring independent works, he has edited
and translated several books. A much-sought-after speaker, he discourses on various aspects of the
Indian cultural heritage. More than 15,000 hours of his lectures in Kannada are available online. In
addition to delivering public talks, he conducts several study circles with a small group of serious-
minded people. In these sessions, he discusses a variety of texts—both ancient and modern—in detail.
Through his original findings, he has contributed significantly to literary aesthetics and prosody.

S. Dr. R. Ganesh has been conferred numerous awards and honours which include: Honorary
Doctorate by Central Sanskrit University, New Delhi; Rajyotsava Award by Government of
Karnataka; Sahitya Akademi Translation Award and Maharshi Badrayan Vyas Samman by the
President of India.
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Padma Bhushan

P
SHRI BHAGAT SINGH KOSHYARI ‘:

Shri Bhagat Singh Koshyari, fondly known as '‘Bhagat Da' in the State of Uttarakhand, is a
distinguished social worker, educationist, journalist, and devoted nationalist leader, who has dedicated his
life to public service and the upliftment of the poor and marginalised sections of society. A committed
Swayamsevak of the RSS, he is known for his simplicity, discipline, and deep love for learning.

2. Born on 17" June, 1942 in the hilly terrain remote village of Palanadhura in Bageshwar district,
Uttarakhand, Shri Koshyari, despite his rural background pursued higher education with determination and
completed his postgraduate degree in English Literature in 1964 from Almora College, affiliated with Agra
University. He began his professional career as a Lecturer in Raja Ka Rampur (Etah, Uttar Pradesh) during
1964-1965. However, inspired by the vision of nation-building through education, he devoted himself
entirely to academic and social service from 1965 onwards.

3. Shri Koshyari started teaching at Saraswati Shishu Mandir, Kasganj (Uttar Pradesh) where he
worked to impart Bharatiya values along with modern education to young children. In 1966, he founded
'Saraswati Shishu Mandir' in Pithoragarh, a border district of Uttarakhand, thereby strengthening
educational opportunities in remote areas. He also played an important role in establishing Vivekanand Inter
College in Pithoragarh and remained actively associated with Saraswati Vihar, Nainital. He served as the
Vibhag Karyawah of the RSS for several years and later became the Secretary of the Uttaranchal Utthan
Parishad, an organization devoted to the development of primary and secondary education in Uttarakhand
for decades. From 1979 to 1990, he was a member of the Executive Council of Kumaon University,
contributing significantly to educational policy and institutional growth. He also initiated the publication of
the Hindi weekly "Parvat Piyush" from Pithoragarh to promote awareness and social consciousness. During
the National Emergency, he was arrested under the Maintenance of Internal Security Act (MISA), reflecting
his active involvement in public life.

4. In 1997, Shri Koshyari was nominated to the Uttar Pradesh Legislative Council. After the formation of
Uttarakhand in November, 2000, he became a Cabinet Minister in the State's first Cabinet and later served as the
Chief Minister of Uttaranchal (now Uttarakhand) for a short period. He also worked as the Leader of the
Opposition in the Uttarakhand Legislative Assembly. In 2008, he was elected to the Rajya Sabha, and in 2014, he
was elected to the Lok Sabha from the Nainital-Udham Singh Nagar constituency. As the Energy Minister in
Uttarakhand, he played a significant role in advancing the long-pending Tehri Hydro Project, which involved the
relocation of the historic town and district headquarters of Tehri. This ambitious project now generates
approximately 2400 MW of electricity and supplies water to Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, and other regions. He also
served as the Chairperson of the Petitions Committee in both the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha, where he
submitted detailed recommendations on important public issues such as One Rank One Pension, rail
connectivity, and infrastructure development, including the Rishikesh- Karanaprayag railway line. He was later
appointed as the Governor of Maharashtra on 5th September, 2019, where he served effectively and visited
almost all the state's districts, as well as several historically significant forts. Further, in August 2020, he was
also appointed as the Governor of Goa (Additional Charge).

S. Apart from his contributions to education and politics, Shri Koshyari is also an author. He wrote and
published two books titled "Uttaranchal Pradesh Kyon" and "Uttaranchal Pradesh: Sangharsh Evam
Samadhan,” which reflect his vision and commitment toward the development of Uttarakhand. His life
stands as an inspiring example of dedication, leadership, and unwavering service to the nation.
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SHRI UDAY SURESHKUMAR KOTAK

Shri Uday Sureshkumar Kotak, a veteran Indian banker and financial services pioneer, is
recognised for his transformative role in building one of India's leading private sector banks and
shaping the modem financial landscape.

2. Born on 15" March, 1959, Shri Kotak founded Kotak Mahindra Finance Ltd. in 1985 with
modest seed capital, which rapidly diversified into a range of financial services including
investment banking, stock broking, insurance, car finance, and mutual funds. In March 2003,
Kotak Mahindra Finance became Kotak Mahindra Bank Ltd, the first non-banking financial
company in India to receive a banking licence from the Reserve Bank of India, alandmark event in
Indian banking history. He led the bank through major expansions including the acquisition of
ING Vysya Bank in 2014, strengthening its market position among India's top private sector
banks. He served as Managing Director & CEO of Kotak Mahindra Bank for several decades,
stepping down in 2023 and continuing as a non-executive Director.

3. Shri Kotak has played an important role in defining and developing India's banking &
financial sector over four decades. He leads several key bodies, serving as Co-Chairman of the
Indo-UK Financial Partnership (IUKFP) as well as a member of the International Advisory Board
of the Government of Singapore Investment Corporation. He has served on the International
Advisory Panel of Monetary Authority of Singapore until December, 2023 and was President of the
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) from June, 2020 until May, 2021. From October, 2018 to
April, 2022, the Government of India appointed him Non-Executive Chairman of a specially
constituted board of Infrastructure Leasing & Financial Services Ltd. (IL&FS, a financial
institution) to steer IL&FS out of a deep crisis, an assignment he undertook as national duty. In
2017, a Committee on Corporate Governance constituted by SEBI under his leadership
recommended sweeping changes towards more robust and transparent corporate governance.

4, Shri Kotak also has a vision for equitable prosperity that extends beyond financial
services. The Kotak Education Foundation (KEF), a philanthropic trust founded by Shri Kotak,
works with some of India's most economically underprivileged communities, attempting to
alleviate poverty through education and livelihood programs.

S. Shri Kotak was honoured with the 'Lifetime Achievement Award' at the Mint India
Investment Summit 2025 and the 'Lifetime Achievement Award' by CNBC-TV18 at the India
Business Leader Awards 2023. In the past, he has been a recipient of the 'Ernst & Young World
Entrepreneur of the Year Award' in 2014, 'Economic Times Business Leader of the Year Award' in
2015, 'Businessman of the Year 2016' by Business India, 'Lifetime Achievement Award' at
Financial Express' Best Banks' Awards 2016, 'USIBC Global Leadership Award' at the 2018 India
Ideas Summit organised by the U.S.-India Business Council, 'Best CEO in Banking Sector' by the
Business Today Best CEO Awards 2019 and 'India Business Leader of the Year' by CNBC-TV18 at
the India Business Leader Awards 2021.
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PROF. VIJAY KUMAR MALHOTRA
(POSTHUMOUS)

Prof. Vijay Kumar Malhotra was a distinguished Indian politician, academic,
and sports administrator.

2. Born on 3™ December, 1931 in Lahore during British India, Prof. Malhotra
rose from RSS roots to become a cornerstone of the BJP in Delhi, blending
intellectual rigor with administrative prowess. He second of seven children,
migrated from Lahore post-Partition and pursued Hindi literature, earning a Ph.D.
on poet Sohan Lal Dwivedi. He taught as a professor at PGDAV College, Delhi, for
nearly 36 years, instilling discipline and values in generations of students. His
scholarly pursuits extended to authoring books like Hindutva Shadyantron Ke
Ghere Mein and Kamal Shashwat Sanskritik Prateek, alongside prolific writing for
journals.

3. Entering politics via RSS and Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad, Prof.
Malhotra became Delhi's youngest Chief Executive Councillor (equivalent to Chief
Minister) in 1967 at the age of 35, ushering a "Golden Era" of infrastructure like new
flyovers, schools and colleges. A five-time MP and two-time MLA, he notably
defeated former Prime Minister Shri Manmohan Singh in 1999 and was the sole BJP
winner MP in Delhi in 2004. He was jailed for 19 months during the Emergency. He
chaired key Parliamentary Committees, including Public Accounts, and led BJP
campaigns, notably sweeping all seven Delhi seatsin 2014.

4. A pioneer in sports, Prof. Malhotra served over 40 years as the President of
Archery Association of India since 1973, elevating the sport globally, and as acting
President, IOA (2011— 2012) post-CWG scandal. He acted as Chef-de-Mission at
1974 Asian Games, chaired Olympic preparation committees for record medals in
2002, and later led the All India Council of Sports. His efforts secured world-class
equipment for athletes and hosted the 2010 Commonwealth Games in Delhi. His
clean image, mentorship, and contributions—from Malhotra Committees on
Housing and Education to rehabilitating slums—Ileft an indelible mark on Delhi.

5.  Prof. Malhotra passed away on 30" September, 2025.
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DR. KALLIPATTI RAMASAMY
PALANISWAMY

Dr. Kallipatti Ramasamy Palaniswamy is an eminent gastroenterologist with over four decades of
experience.

2. Born on 15" March, 1949 in a remote village at Kallipatti, Erode District, Tamil Nadu, to an
agricultural family, Dr. Palaniswamy graduated with an MBBS from Mysore University in 1972. He completed
his MD (Internal Medicine) in 1977 and DM (Gastroenterology) in 1981 from Madras Medical College (Tamil
Nadu). In 1986, he founded and set up the Department of Gastroenterology at Stanley Medical College. He
served the poor population of North Chennai as Professor and Head of Department until 2000, during which he
established a highly advanced gastroenterology department. After retiring from government service, he joined
Apollo Hospitals, Chennali, as Senior Consultant and Head of Department of Gastroenterology where he was
instrumental in establishing a highly sought-after training program for the National Board.

& In 1999-2000, Dr. Palaniswamy served as President of the Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy of
India (SGEI), where he initiated a task force to form guidelines for disinfection and maintenance of endoscopes
and accessories. He served as President of the Indian Society of Gastroenterology (ISG) in 2004-2005,
highlighting the importance of including the Hepatitis B vaccine in universal vaccination programs of
developing countries. In 2015, he received an honorary Fellowship of the Royal College of Physicians (FRCP) -
Glasgow. He was Organizing Secretary of the Annual Conference of the Indian Society of Gastroenterology held
in Chennai in 2003. As Organizing Chairman of the Chennai Digestive Diseases Week (DDW) in 2008, he
introduced—for the first time in India—a hands-on Endoscopic Ultrasound (EUS) workshop conducted by
international experts on an anesthetized live pig model. From 2011 onwards, he has held various positions in
committees of the World Gastroenterology Organisation (WGO), including member of the Foundation
Committee, Nomination Committee, and currently the Train the Trainer Committee. In this capacity, he has
conducted walkathons and public interactions to create awareness on various digestive health issues. In
2011, he was Organizing Secretary for the Train The Trainers (TTT) program by the WGO—the first such event
in South East Asia, held in Chennai to improve global training standards in gastroenterology. His illustrious
accomplishments include his appointment as Secretary General of the World Congress on Endoscopic
Ultrasound, held in India in 2014. This landmark event, attended by world-renowned experts and
national/international faculty, was organized for the first time in South East Asia.

4. Dr. Palaniswamy is deeply committed to serving the underprivileged. For over three decades, he has
volunteered his services at the Ramakrishna Mutt dispensary in Chennai. He organized an international
conference and public awareness program in Chennai in March, 2025, followed by a similar public awareness
program in his native village Kallipatti in July, 2025 to promote screening colonoscopy and awareness on early
diagnosis of colon cancer. He has been conducting annual camps for over ten years in the village Kallipatti, Erode
district. He has been instrumental in bringing in infrastructural development in the village Kallipatti - namely the
bridge across the Bhavani River, electrical substation, development of a new building at the primary health centre
and a check- dam to improve the ground water.

SN In recognition of his contributions to the field of medicine and his commitment to inclusive public
healthcare delivery, Dr. Palaniswamy was conferred the Padma Shri in 2007. He received an Honorary D.Sc.
from The Tamil Nadu Dr. M.G.R. Medical University in 2014, the "Inspiring Doctor of India" Award by The
Economic Times and "Legends in the Field of Gastroenterology" by The Times of India in 2018, "Lifetime
Achievement Award" from the Indian Society of Gastroenterology (ISG) in 2019 and Masters award by the
World Gastroenterology Organisation (MWGO)- the highest award given by the World Gastroenterology
Oraganisation in 2022.
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Shri Piyush Pandey had the most transformative impact on the advertising industry.
Over, the decades, he became a defining figure in Indian advertising, and his influence
extended beyond mere creativity to encompass strategic vision, industry leadership, and a
profound understanding of cultural nuances.

2. Born on 5" September 1955, Shri Pandey's career was marked by a series of ground-
breaking campaigns that set new standards in Indian advertising. His work was renowned
for its ability to connect deeply with audiences. Campaigns like “Do Boond Zindagi Ki” for
polio eradication, and "Mile Sur Mera Tumhara" were not just advertisements; they were
cultural touchstones. His creative acumen was pivotal in shaping the trajectory of Indian
advertising. As a leader in the industry, he not only drove creative excellence but also
mentored and inspired a new generation of advertising professionals. His role in leading
Ogilvy India, Ogilvy Worldwide, his contributions to industry forums and advisory councils
demonstrated his commitment to advancing the field. His leadership extended to his
involvement in social causes and philanthropic efforts, reflecting his holistic approach to
the role of advertising in society.

3. Shri Pandey was named the most Influential Advertising Man in India by Economic
Times, the leading business daily, 14 years in a row. With over 800 national and
international advertising awards, Shri Pandey was the most awarded Indian in the world of
advertising. In 2002, he became the first Indian to bag a double Gold at the Cannes Lions
International Advertising Festival. He was honoured with the 'Lion of St. Mark' award at the
Cannes Lions International Festival of Creativity in 2018. This marked a historic moment
for the Indian advertising industry. He was the first Indian/Asian to be announced by the
London International Awards (LIA), as the person to win the 2024 Created for Creatives
Legend Award. This award is given to a leader of the industry, who through their talent,
vision and generosity has demonstrated outstanding creativity. He also was the first
Indian/Asian to be named Lotus Legend at ADFEST 2024.

4. Shri Pandey was awarded the Padma Shri in 2016. He was honoured with the
Lifetime Achievement Award by India's premier advertising body, the Advertising Agencies
Association of India (AAAI), in 2010. He received the Rajiv Gandhi Award for his excellence in
the field of advertising and communication, in 2002. He was also honoured by esteemed
cultural institutions, receiving the Maharaja Sawai Madho Singh II Award (2014) from the
Royal Family of Jaipur and the Maharana Mewar Foundation Award (2015). His work will
always inspire and influence the advertising landscape, reinforcing his status as a true
pioneer in the industry.

5. Shri Pandey passed away on 24" October, 2025.
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SHRI BISHWA BANDHU
(POSTHUMOUS)

Shri Bishwa Bandhu was a pioneering exponent of Folk Dance and one of the most
distinguished cultural icons of Bihar. A visionary dancer, choreographer, guru and institution-
builder, he devoted his entire life to the preservation, revitalization and creative reinterpretation of
Indian dance traditions. Through his lifelong commitment to dance education and cultural
leadership, he played a seminal role in shaping Bihar's modern dance movement and in establishing
Folk dance as a powerful medium of artistic expression and social awakening.

2. Born on 23™ November, 1930, trained in the rich confluence of Indian classical, folk and
creative dance traditions, Shri Bishwa Bandhu evolved a distinctive artistic language inspired by
the ideals of the Uday Shankar Dance Style. His work seamlessly blended classical discipline, folk
vitality and contemporary sensibility, making dance accessible to wider audiences while retaining
its spiritual and aesthetic depth. As a performer and choreographer, he presented innovative dance
productions rooted in Indian philosophy, mythology and social themes, thereby expanding the
expressive scope of Indian dance.

3. Shri Bishwa Bandhu was the Founder of Surangan, one of Bihar's most respected cultural
institutions, which has remained continuously active for over six decades. Under his visionary
guidance, Surangan emerged as a major centre for dance training, choreography, research and
performance. Through this institution, he nurtured generations of dancers, many of whom later
became accomplished performers, teachers and cultural leaders in India and abroad. Committed to
the democratization of art, he always imparted dance training free of cost, a tradition that continues
at Surangan even today. Over the course of his illustrious career, he gave dance performances on
more than 6,000 stages, leaving an indelible mark on India's cultural landscape. His role as a guru
was defined by discipline, compassion and an unwavering sense of cultural responsibility.

4. Beyond performance and pedagogy, Shri Bishwa Bandhu made an enduring contribution to
cultural institution-building and public engagement with the arts. He worked tirelessly to integrate
dance with education, social awareness and cultural identity, especially in Bihar. His initiatives
helped bring dance into mainstream cultural life, inspiring young artists and strengthening the
cultural fabric of the region. His leadership and vision significantly elevated Bihar's presence on the
national cultural map.

S. Shri Bishwa Bandhu was honoured with several prestigious awards at the state, national
and international levels for his outstanding contribution to folk dance and cultural service. His
honours include the Nagarjun Shikhar Samman, Bihar Kalakar Samman, Life time achievement
award awarded by Government of Bihar, and the Sangeet Natak Akademi National Tagore Award for
his distinguished contribution to Indian performing arts. Widely revered as a cultural icon of Bihar,
his legacy continues to inspire generations of dancers and cultural practitioners.

6. Shri Bishwa Bandhu passed away on 30" March, 2025.
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SHRI BHARAT SINGH BHARTI

Shri Bharat Singh Bharti is a Bhojpuri folk singer, composer, lyricist, guru, and
custodian of cultural heritage, whose lifelong dedication has been instrumental in the
preservation, documentation and dissemination of Bihar's rich folk music traditions. For
over seven decades, he has served as a revered "Guruji," artist and mentor, keeping the
traditional knowledge alive and bringing folk music to contemporary society.

2. Born on 20" November, 1936, in Nonaur village of Bhojpur district, Bihar, Shri
Bharti began singing in Kirtan groups in his childhood and received traditional training
from Shri Shatrunjay Prasad Singh (Lalan Ji). He mastered several instruments including
tabla, harmonium, flute, sitar, dholak and jhal. Associated with All India Radio, Patna
since 1962, he became a top- grade artist and popularized Bhojpuri folk music to a wide
audience through All India Radio and Doordarshan.

s Shri Bharti's major contributions are in the fields of teaching and composition. He
established the Nonaur Gharana and founded the Tara Institute of Learning, Kankarbagh
(1995) and Bharti Sangeet Kala Mandir, Nonaur (2005), where thousands of students—
especially rural girls and youth from underprivileged backgrounds—received music
training. His centers in Ayodhya and Vrindavan contributed to the dissemination of
devotional and folk traditions. His works, Nayka Bihan and Sapta Sarovar, provide
important reference material by classifying Bhojpuri folk genres—bhajan, nirgun, kajri,
Holi, and Devi geet. His songs "Manwa Basela Ganga Tohri Lahariya" and "Sanwar Sanwar
Suratiya Tohar Dulha," popularized by Sharda Sinha, remain an integral part of social and
cultural events today.

4, Shri Bharti has brought Bhojpuri folk music to prominence, from village stages to
national and international platforms. He represented India at the Sagar Festival in
Mauritius in 1987, where his album Purabiya Taan was released. He was also associated
with the audition board of All India Radio, Patna and the advisory committees of the Art,
Culture and Youth Department of the Government of Bihar. He guided a new generation of
artists as a judge and mentor at district and state-level youth festivals.

S Shri Bharti's contributions have been recognized with numerous awards. He was
awarded the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award (2022-23) by the Sangeet Natak
Akademi. In addition, he received the Vindhyavasini Devi Award (2015-16), the Purvi
Purodha Mahendra Mishra Smriti Samman (2025), the Lifetime Achievement Award
(September 24, 2025) from the Department of Art and Culture, Government of Bihar and
the Bhikhari Thakur Lokrag Samman.

O
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SHRI TAGA RAM BHEEL

Shri Taga Ram Bheel, Director and founder of Algoza Folk Music Institute,
Moolsagar in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, is a famous traditional folk music artist. He is maestro
of Algoza folk Musical Vertical flutes of Thar Desert. Algoza is made of “seesham” and “kair”
dry wood and dual flute which is played by mouth and throat.

2. Born on 17" April, 1960, in village Moolsagar, Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, Shri Taga Ram
started to learn Algoza at the age of 7 years from his father and himself while grazing
cattles in Thar desert. After years and years of training, he got mastery in playing Algoza.
One day Akbar Khan Rajdarbari Alamkhana and Late Shambhudan Ratnoo- Public
Relation Officer-Jaisalmer came to his home and gave him an opportunity to play Algoza on
the Independence Day of India in 1981, at Gopa chowk Jaisalmer. After this mesmerising
performance, he got many opportunities to perform before Honourable President of India,
Prime Minister and high level guests and tourists from the whole world.

3. Shri Taga Ram took training under Ustad Akbar Khan, Ustad Arba Music Institute,
Jaisalmer. He received scholarship from Centre for Cultural and Training Resources, New
Delhi in 1986. He has performed on the Rajasthan Day, Desert festival, Jaisalmer; Camel
Car festival, Bikaner; Pushkar fair, Pushkar; Marwar festival & Jodhpur, Jaipur Shilpgram
Mela, Udaipur, Long Rang Mahotsav Jaipur, Drums of India, New Delhi. He toured with the
Musafir Group in International folklore festivals. He got invitation to perform in festival in
France in 1996 organised by Rajasthan Tourism, Spain, Italy, Germany, Holland, Putugal
Japan and Singapore and collaborated with Manuel Aguilar Beseacon France. He has
toured with Ustad Arba Music Group in many festivals in USA such as Diwali Mela in
Dallas, USA, International Festival in California USA and Catton Bowl Festival, USA in
2014 and 2017.

4. Shri Taga Ram is the recipient of numerous, awards/honours and appreciation
certificates. He has received Maharawal Girdhar Award in 2013 by Maharawal Girdhar
Trust, Jaisalmer; Marudhara Award in 2018 by Marudhara Sansthan, Kolkata; Aadivasi
Samman, Rajasthan in 2019; Mahram Shri Sakar Khan Maganiyar award by Kamayacha
Sansthan Jaisalmer, Amrit Ganga Award in 2023 by Amrit Gange, Rajasthan, Gaurav
Sammen by Bhartiya Dalit Akadamy Rajasthan and Rajasthan Tourism Department
Jaisalmer. He has also received appreciation certificates from Nehru Youth Centre,
Jaisalmer, District Magistrate, Jaisalmer; South Zone Cultural Centre, Nagpur; West Zone
Culture Centre, Udaipur Arid zone Forest Research Institute, Indian Council for Forestry
Research & Education, Dehradun (2022) and Roma Cultural University, Jawahar Kala
Kendra Jaipur, RANA Association, USA & Dallas Cultural Centre Texas, USA.
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MS. HARMANPREET KAUR
BHULLAR

Ms. Harmanpreet Kaur Bhullar is a distinguished sportsperson and an
inspirational figure in Indian women's cricket.

2. Born on 8" March, 1989 in Punjab, Ms. Bhullar has emerged as one of
the most dynamic and impactful cricketers of her generation. Through her
exceptional leadership, consistent performances and fearless batting style,
she has significantly contributed to elevating the stature of women's cricket
both nationally and internationally.

3. Renowned for her aggressive stroke play and match-winning
capabilities, Ms. Bhullar has represented India in multiple international
tournaments across formats. Her remarkable innings on several global
platforms have brought pride to the nation and inspired countless young girls
to pursue cricket as a professional career. As a leader, she has demonstrated
exemplary sportsmanship, resilience and strategic acumen, guiding her team
through crucial international fixtures and tournaments.

4. Beyond her on-field achievements, Ms. Bhullar has been a strong
advocate for women's empowerment in sports. Her journey from grassroots
cricket in Punjab to captaining the national team reflects dedication,
perseverance and unwavering commitment to excellence. She continues to
serve as a role model for aspiring athletes across the country.

5. Inrecognition of her outstanding contribution to Indian cricket and her
role in promoting women's participation in sports, Ms. Bhullar has earned
widespread respect and admiration. Her achievements have not only
strengthened India's presence in international cricket but have also
contributed significantly to the growth and visibility of women's sports in the
country.
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SHRI RATILAL MOHANLAL
BORISAGAR

Shri Ratilal Mohanlal Borisagar is a famous Gujarati author known for comics and humour writing.

2. Born on 31% August, 1938 in a small town of Savarkundla district Amreli, Gujarat, Shri Borisagar's
education qualifications are M.A., B.Ed., Ph.D. As a teacher, he taught at Primary, Secondary and College
level from 1957-1974. Then he joined as Academic Secretary in Gujarat State Board of School Textbooks,
Gandhinagar (1974). He retired as Deputy Director (Academic) in 1998 from the same institution.

3. Shri Borisagar began writing around 1955. He wrote short stories in the beginning, but then
switched to writing essays in lighter vein. After the publication of his first book 'Marak Marak'(1977), he
continued writing in lighter vein only. His books in lighter-vein are : 'Marak Marak (1977); Anand Lok
(1983); Sambhavami Yuge Yuge (1994); Enjoygraphy (1997); Tilak Karata Tresath Thaya (2002); Gyn-thi-k
(2004); Bhaj Anandam (2007); Amthu Amthu Kem Na Hasiye (2008); Aum Hasyam (2010); Bhadram
Bhadra Amar Chee (2014); Moj-ma Rehvu Re (2017); Vinod-na Vaikuth-ma (2017); Tran Athvdiya
Amerika-ma (2019); Ek nahi levayelo Interview (2022). He has also written a book of reminiscences 'kya
chhe mari nadi' (2021). He has published eleven books of compilations (1998-2021). He has edited 33 old
humours sotry books of Bakor Patel from the language point of view (2012-2013). Stories of Bakor Patel by
Hariprasad Vyas were published seventy years ago, so needed to be revised to make them readable for
Present day young readers. This work is first of its kind in Gujarati language. He has published two books
for children : Mahabharat - na - Prasango (2002); Shresth Bal Rachnao (2007). He has published one book
for child devlopment 'Bal Vandana' (1994). He has written a book of biography (1) Ramanbhai Nilkanth
(2017) and one book of criticism 'Gujarati Pratikavyo' (2003). He worked as Joint editor of Gujarti monthly
'Akhand Anand' (1999-2005).

4. Shri Borisagar's contntribution in the field of education is also significant. He taught at Primary,
Secondary and College level at Savarkundla (Amerli- Gujarat) for sixten years - 1957-1974. He left
Savarkundla in 1974. After 36 years, his students of primary, Secondary and higher education established
a foundation in 2011 for literary and educational activities in Savarkundla. In 2015, the foundation
established a hospital 'Shri Lallubhai Sheth Arogaymandir' in Savarkundla. This is the unique hospital. It
is totally free hospital. There is no charge for all tyes of treatment including operations and medicines.
Nowadays Shri Borisagar teaches correct usage of mother tongue - Gujarati at the institution
'VISHAVKOSH' Ahmedabad. He also teaches the appreciation of a Short story, a poem — etc. to the students
and another interested persons.

S. Shri Borisagar has received many awards and honours such as Jyotindra Dave Hasya Partisoshik -
(1976-1977) for 'Mark Mark' (Gujarati Sahitya Parishad); Second Prize for 'Mark-Mark', 1977; first Prize for
'Anand Lok' 1983; first Prize for 'Enjoygraphy' 1997 by Gujarat Sahitya Akadami, Gandhinagar, Gujarat;
Ghanshyamdas Saraf Sarvottam Sahitya Award for 'Enjoygraphy' (Marvadi Sammelan, Mumbai (1997);
Dhanji Kanji Gandhi Gold Medal - 2002 (Gujarat Sahitya Sabha); First Prize for 'Tilak Karata Tresath
Thaya' 2002 and First Prize for 'Gyn-thi-K” 2004 by Gujarat Sahitya Akadami, Gandhinagar, Gujarat; Kavi
Dahyabhai Patel Sahitya Ratna Suvarn chandrak-2011; Sachchidanand Sanman-2011 (Gujarati Sahitya
Parishad); 'Anantrai Raval Shikshk Award - 2015 (Gujarat Vishvkosh Trust' Ahmedabad); 'Narmad
Paritoshik'-2017 (Maharashtra Rajya Gujarati Sahitya Akadami, Mumbai); Delhi Sahitya Akedemi Award
2019 for 'Mojma Rehvu Re' (2019).
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SHRI KUMAR BOSE

Shri Kumar Bose is one of the most revered exponents of the tabla in contemporary
Indian classical music. His artistry, scholarship and lifelong dedication have profoundly
enriched the rhythmic tradition of Hindustani music. A foremost torchbearer of the Banaras
Gharana, he represents an unbroken lineage marked by aesthetic depth, intellectual rigor,
and uncompromising discipline.

2. Born on 4" April, 1954 into a distinguished musical family, Shri Bose is the son of the
legendary tabla maestro Acharya Biswanath Bose and a disciple of one of the most influential
figures of the Banaras Gharana in the twentieth century, Padma Vibhushan awardee Pandit
Kishan Maharaj. Trained rigorously under his father's exacting guidance and later under his
Guru, he imbibed not only the technical brilliance of the gharana but also its philosophical
approach, where rhythmic complexity is balanced with grace, restraint and deep emotional
resonance. Over decades of dedicated riyaaz and performance, he evolved a style marked by
crystalline clarity, architectural precision and an unmistakable Banaras aesthetic.

3. Shri Bose has been a highly sought-after accompanist to many of India's most
eminent vocalists and instrumentalists, contributing with rare sensitivity and authority to
performances across the globe. His accompaniment is distinguished by melodic imagination,
tonal richness and an intuitive understanding of raga and layakari, earning him recognition
as a musician's musician. His solo performances are equally celebrated for their intellectual
depth, powerful compositional structures and mastery over traditional forms such as
Peshkar, kayda, rela, gat and tukra.

4. Beyond the concert stage, Shri Bose's contribution as a guru is of exceptional national
importance. He has shaped generations of tabla players by combining traditional guru-
shishya pedagogy with academic rigor. His teaching emphasizes not only technical virtuosity
but also aesthetics, discipline, humility and respect for the parampara. Many of his disciples
today are respected performers, educators and ambassadors of Indian rhythm across the
world. He has also played a crucial role in preserving and transmitting the compositional
wealth of the Banaras Gharana, ensuring that rare bandishes, stylistic nuances, and oral
traditions are passed on authentically to future generations.

S. Shri Bose's quiet dignity, ethical integrity, and unwavering commitment to classical
values have earned him Top Grade status in All India Radio, the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Puraskar and the Pandit Dinanath Mangeshkar Award along with immense respect within
the artistic community.
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SHRI JANARDAN BAPURAO
BOTHE

Shri Janardan Bapurao Bothe is an eminent social worker. As the General Secretary of the All-
India Shri Gurudev Seva Mandal at the sacred Gurukunj Ashram, founded by Revered Rashtra Sant Shri
Tukdoji Maharaj, he has served for over two decades, dedicating his life to the holistic upliftment of all
sections of society across rural Maharashtra and throughout the nation.

2. Born on 25" November, 1939 in Gogari village in Washim District, Maharashtra, Shri Bothe was
the follower of Revered Rashtra Sant Shri Tukdoji Maharaj. He first joined as a student and later as a
dedicated sevak (service worker) in the Seva Mandal. After completing his Matriculation in 1958 and
subsequently, acquiring professional certifications in Photography, Music, Stenography, and Typing. In
1960, Shri Bothe served as the full-time personal secretary to Revered Rashtra Sant Shri Tukdoji
Maharaj, carrying out diverse responsibilities with deep devotion. His duties included bhajan seva,
correspondence, planning tours and public programs, photography and audio recording of events,
managing appointments and attending to Maharaj's diet and health. He accompanied Rashtra Sant Shri
Tukdoji Maharaj to several important locations across India. In 1961, he rendered dedicated service
during the 30-day Kisan Rail Yatra. In 1962, he also participated in a bhajan program at the NEFA
border, aimed at boosting the morale of the Indian Armed Forces and strengthening national spirit.

3. Shri Bothe accompanied Rashtra Sant Shri Tukdoji Maharaj on significant visits across India,
including Goa, Rashtrapati Bhavan, major Kumbh Melas, Sadhu Sammelans, the founding meeting of
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad in Mumbai, the Ashadhi Wari to Pandharpur and the Narayana Guru
Sansthan in Kerala in the mid-1960s. Entrusted by Rashtra Sant Shri Tukdoji Maharaj, he served as
Hostel Superintendent of Shri Gurudev Manavseva Chhatralaya at Gurukunj Ashram. In 1972, he
founded the Rashtra Sant Shri Tukdoji Maharaj Shikshan Sanstha, under which eleven schools and
hostels were established in tribal and underprivileged areas. Through free education and life-skill
training, thousands of Dalits, Adivasi and economically weaker students were empowered. Revered as
"Dalit Mitra," he is respected for leading initiatives such as Gram Geeta-based campaigns, de-addiction
programs, health camps and value-based education.

4. Since 2001, Shri Bothe, as General Secretary of the All-India Shri Gurudev Seva Manda, has led
extensive service initiatives through over 10,000 rural branches, women's groups and youth
organizations. His work promotes community development, spiritual awareness, Gram Geeta
philosophy, environmental conservation and cultural unity, reflecting a deep commitment to holistic
nation-building. Guided by the ideals of Rashtra Sant Shri Tukdoji Maharaj, he has strengthened
grassroots movements focused on cleanliness, equality, character building and national integration.
Under his leadership, Shri Kshetra Gurukunj Ashram has become a center of holistic development and
moral renewal.

S. In 1992, Shri Bothe was honored with the Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Dalit Mitra Sanstha Award.
In 2008, the All-India Maratha Seva Sangh - Akola Division conferred upon him the Maratha Vidarbha
Bhushan Award in recognition of his role as an outstanding publisher of the All-India Shri Gurudev Seva
Mandal. For his consistent efforts in promoting and propagating the literature and philosophy of Revered
Rashtra Sant Shri Tukdoji Maharaj, Amravati University honoured him with a commemorative

memento.
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SWAMI BRAHAMDEV s

Swami Brahamdev is a revered saint, spiritual guide and visionary social
reformer of Sri Ganganagar, Rajasthan. He is widely respected for his lifelong
dedication to spirituality, service and the upliftment of especially-abled children. His
divine inspiration and compassionate leadership continue to transform thousands of
lives through education, healthcare and rehabilitation initiatives in last 45 years. He is
not only known for his spiritual teachings but also for his remarkable contribution to
social welfare. His mission is rooted in the belief that every human being deserves
dignity, equal opportunities and a life of self-reliance.

2. Born on 4" May, 1944, Swami Brahamdev after completion of primary education
at the age of 16 years, took the spiritual path under Satguru Swami Karnail Dass Ji.
During spiritual practice while completing Bachelor Degree at college in Amritsar
which was adjacent to a blind school, being compassionate with blind children, he
decided to dedicate his life for upliftment of specially-abled children.

S A major milestone in Swami Brahamdev's inspiring journey was establishment of
ShriJagdamba Sanstha, when foundation stone was laid down of Shri Jagdamba Andh
Vidyalaya in Sri Ganganagar in 1980. This institution provides free education, hostel
facilities and essential support to visually impaired students since 1980. Under his
guidance, the Sanstha expanded its activities in the field of disability welfare and social
service, which led to the establishment and growth of several important service
institutions as Shri Jagdamba Deaf and Dumb School, to eradicate blindness due to
cataract in Shri Jagdamba Charitable Eye Hospital which was inaugurated by the then
Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri P.V.Narsimharao and Shri Jagdamba Viklang
Rehabilitation Sansthan providing artificial limbs. These institutions provide
education, medical treatment, rehabilitation services and vocational training to the
needy and differently-abled. The Charitable Eye hospital covers Bikaner Division and
adjoining states to provide free cataract surgery to poor & needy patients.

4. The remarkable work carried out under Swami Brahamdev's inspiration has
received prestigious recognition. In 1989, the Sanstha received a State Level Award
from the Social Welfare Department, Jaipur and above all in 1996, the organization was
honoured with the National Award for Best Organization for Viklang Kalyanarth
Sarvsresth Swayamsewi Sanstha by the Government of India which was presented by
the then Hon'ble President of India Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma.
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SHRI PROSENJIT CHATTERJEE

Shri Prosenjit Chatterjee, affectionately known to millions as Bumba Da, is one of the most influential
figures in Indian cinema and a living chronicle of Bengali filmmaking. With a career spanning more than four
decades and over 400 films, he has travelled through every phase of the industry—from the echoes of black-
and-white storytelling to the golden age of mainstream commercial success.

2. Born on 30" September, 1961, during the 1990s and early 2000s, Shri Chatterjee emerged as the
undisputed romantic and mass hero of Bengali cinema. He began his journey as a child artist in Chotto
Jigyasa in 1968 under the guidance of Hrishikesh Mukherjee, earning the Bengal Film Journalists'
Association Award for Most Outstanding Work of the Year in 1969. Films such as Protibaad, Shoshur Bari
Zindabad, Amar Sangi and Bhai Amar Bhai transformed him into a household name and the most beloved
leading man of his generation. His iconic on-screen partnership with Rituparna Sengupta, spanning more
than fifty films, defined an era of popular Bengali cinema. Many of these films enjoyed historic theatrical runs,
reflecting his deep emotional connection with audiences across regions and generations.

3. With Rituparno Ghosh's Chokher Bali (2003), a decisive artistic turning point arrived in the film
journey of Shri Chatterjee which brought national recognition and international festival attention. Through
subsequent performances in Khela, Shob Charitro Kalponik, and Dosar, along with Swapner Din by
Buddhadeb Dasgupta and Moner Manush directed by Goutam Ghose, Shri Chatterjee revealed a refined,
introspective performer of exceptional depth. His role in Dosar earned the National Film Award - Special Jury
Award, affirming his stature as a serious actor of national importance. Over time, he became associated with
several National Award-winning films, including Mayurakshi and Jyeshthoputro, further strengthening his
place in Indian cinematic excellence. His collaborations with filmmakers such as Srijit Mukherji in
Autograph and Jaatishwar, as well as with Kaushik Ganguly and Atanu Ghosh, helped reshape modern
Bengali storytelling by bridging artistic sensitivity with mainstream appeal.

4. In the digital era, Shri Chatterjee successfully reinvented himself through Hindi streaming projects
like Jubilee, Scoop and Khakee: The Bengal Chapter, reaching new audiences across India. Across decades, he
has worked with distinguished Directors including Buddhadeb Dasgupta, Tapan Sinha, Tarun Majumdar,
Anjan Choudhury, Swapan Saha, Goutam Ghose, Rituparno Ghosh, Kaushik Ganguly, Srijit Mukherjee,
Atanu Ghosh, Vikramaditya Motwane, Hansal Mehta and Dibakar Banerjee and has appeared alongside
leading actors such as Juhi Chawla, Rani Mukherjee, Bipasha Basu, Preity Zinta, Manisha Koirala, Aishwarya
Rai, Neelam, Ayesha Jhulka, and Kalki Koechlin.

S. From matinee idol to globally respected performer, Shri Chatterjee's journey reflects constant
evolution, discipline and creative courage. Today, he stands not only as a celebrated actor but as an institution
in Bengali cinema—an enduring symbol of dedication, reinvention and cinematic excellence whose legacy
continues to inspire generations. He portrayed memorable roles in Jubilee, Shesh Pata, Devi Chowdhurani,
Gumnaami, Jyeshthoputro, Chokher Bali, Swapner Din, Saasurbari Zindabad, Autograph, Jalsaghar, Dosar,
Moner Manush, Baishe Srabon, Jaatishwar, Shankhachil and Mayurakshi.

6. Shri Chatterjee received the National Film Award for Dosar and featured in National Award-winning
films including Chokher Bali, Shankhachil, Mayurakshi, Jyeshthoputro and Kaberi Antardhan. He has been
honoured with Mohanayak Somman, Banga Bibhushan, WBFJA, multiple BFJA, 5 Filmfare and multiple
Anandalok Awards.
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SABINY g1 SR g8 U UIgT & T =ed AT a9 Y | T2 4 37erep fheni § guor A & A1 Sl
uRTg JAF—BHIF AISIERT o BT STl =1 & 7 T IR foharm | §779 | &3 el 7 2RIt 9 sfaes =
fo, i et &t ofik difedl & <efepl @ |1 S@ Tex WIS Hae H S 2 |

3. IO EIY BT AIER dTell (G9 2003) I 1 TSl B AT AT § Udh Ui dellcdd Al 3T 70T I
I Tga 3R AR T fihed el | i fiell | a1 # Welr, ¥ aRAT dedld iR SR & A1—Ar
gEqd ST & WeR & &R Tiad 81y gRT FERIT AR Ay 9 149 7 I T Al gU IR TR 1T &
Y ¥ WU fHar| SRR H STa! YD B U I TS e JREPR — (49 SR REBR ITW g3l 3R a8
ISR VR & U URYST AT 99 Y | T & 121, Soi+ AgRIEl 3R SIOYAT A B8 T JREBR fIora
el # a1y fohar SiR WRA R # 3ol 2issar g &1 | Soi+ AT IR SIRiedR 3 #iSiid @l &
ATT—ATY BIRTH TR TR 31T 1Y o hed Tl & H1er feex Bt Faa-TRieldl &l JEIERT ¥ SISdhs
YA FITCA BB Bl DI 7T HY &7 |

4. fefSTeat g 4, i Fesil 1 Jaell, Why 3R Wk & Tl e ST 28l I Hrorae & #regd | 78 ATl
DI FOATT DI R AR S2DI T UG BT Ahel YA AT | SDl W, IBIH dgad QM T4 R8T, T80
AR, 37T AIe, WoT ATET, TIdH 91y, Jeguull 91y, $IfRre M, STl e, 3d 91y, famHarfac drear,
g HedT AR feaTdR g0l oI Hfced fFaere! T SEe! araet, I g@oll, faurerm oy, Wi fSer, /T SigRre,
Vet T, ST, SR SJedhl 3iR Hicd Drafeld Sl TS AR & |1 1y o |

5. U HiSHI gl ¥ o 49a TR IR FHIT HeATdR T, 51 Fesil o fher! AT RO fadr, SIgemas
3R TFTHS ATE BT S B | 37T, 98 9 Hael U TRTg AAar & afeds el Rerr @ va Ry v f € i
FHUT, T YU 3R RIHTE ScpeedT &1 Udh IR Widld © e favrad difedl &1 IR &=l 291 | S=8iH Jaell,
A9 UTeT, 741 AR, A, SUSIYAT, AER dlell, TR 34, ARRArs! fSardre, A, SITHreR, TR, AR
Y, S S, SR, e 3R 7RIEd Sl fhed! § IR JfHary #4918 |

6. 2 TSl Bl TR B Y IS fhed qREPR U&T fhar 1T 3R I8l dreR drell, Ui, AgRIE,
RBYAT R BRI AT ST IS REBR fIord fhedi 3§ i &ar| I8 dg-rad T, a1 famo,
SIAIUHOIY, HS GITHoTY, 5 fHeAmhR 3R FF acid JREHR A TR 63T 147 |
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Smt. Devaki Amma G, affectionally known as Forest Grandma’, is a forest grower from
Alappuzha district, Kerala, widely respected for transforming the barren coastal land of her
homestead into a thriving forest ecosystem through individual effort and dedication. Over the
past four decades, she has nurtured Kollakal Thapovanam, a five-acre homestead forest that
now shelters more than 3,000 trees and a rich diversity of indigenous, medicinal, and rare plant
species. Her work stands as a remarkable example of citizen-led biodiversity conservation and
sustainable land restoration.

2. Born on 19" August 1934, Smt. Devaki Amma was actively involved in agriculture,
cultivating paddy, gingelly, coconut, and vegetables. A serious car accident in 1980 caused a
severe leg injury that restricted her mobility and brought farming activities to a halt. During her
recovery, she began planting saplings on the sandy land, which was used for the post-
harvesting activities. What began as a personal effort gradually evolved into a lifelong
commitment to afforestation and ecological care.

& Smt. Devaki Amma relied on traditional knowledge and close observation of soil and
climate conditions for growing the plant saplings. Through mulching, organic manuring from
home cattle, careful retention of leaf litter and thoughtful water management, she improved the
quality of coastal sandy soil. Two ponds within Thapovanam have been maintained to ensure
year-round water availability, contributing to groundwater recharge, preventing saltwater
intrusion and supporting aquatic life. The increasing tree cover has helped moderate the local
microclimate, reduce heat intensity and improve overall environmental stability in the
surrounding area. Today, Kollakal Thapovanam functions as an ex-situ conservation
repository for several rare and endangered plant species native to Kerala. The forest provides
habitat for numerous birds, butterflies, and small fauna, creating a balanced ecosystem within
a homestead setting. Students, researchers, and nature enthusiasts visit the site to
understand sustainable afforestation practices and biodiversity conservation at the grassroots
level. She has encouraged schools, colleges, and households to cultivate native and medicinal
plants by providing seeds and seedlings, thereby strengthening community awareness about
environmental responsibility. Her message has consistently emphasized planting according to
one's oxygen and food needs and nurturing nature with long-term commitment.

4. Smt. Devaki Amma has received several national honours, including the Indira
Priyadarshini Vrikshamitra Award (2003). She was conferred the Nari Shakti Puraskar in 2018
in recognition of her contribution to creating a coastal forest. She has also been recognized with
state-level awards such as the Vanamitra Award, Bhoomitra Award, State Biodiversity Award
(Green Individual), and other environmental commendations from the Government of Kerala.
She was also featured by The Better India in 2019 as one of the “10 Heroes Saving Us All,”
recognizing her four decades of dedicated environmental service.
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DR B NATYST fTet B a7 IaTGd SN Iadh! 3T oft, [ 18 § a9 ar & M 9 ST
SITT &, QARKIT T 3R AHYUT & HTETH A U [8&3 bl dolk deid YfH dl T AU~ a1 qiRkRerfca!
T3 H gea & ol U ®U | FHI © | fUoe IR Sehl H, I814 Dlecllhd Aura=H Bl Uit fhar
2, Il U9 U T I[E a1 © T4 314 3,000 W 318 Ui iR waefl, slwefi afR gefw dieii &1 gairferi &
Ag fAfdear Als@ & | S96T B ARTRG—dd dTcl oid fafdedr |@Refor iR edhrs 4 JToaR &
Sl ITERV & W0 H AT & |

2 19 VT 1934 DI STHI, ST Sdeh! 3T Y, &7, foret, ARz iR ATl Bl Wl # Afshy wu
A e off | 1980 H Y& THR HR FHSAT & BRI I9d U H BT dlc o, foTqd S9! Tfaeiierd
I 1 TS MR Wt 1 rfrfafira o 21 7S | et Repadl & SRM, S=H Xefiell S| 1R 9Y T
IR &1, [T IUINT Hels & a1g Bl TR & forg fasar Smar o | 74 Sw8i9 aierd v 9 P
o, a8 IR—ER I-THxT 3R UTRReAfIS g & {70 Ueh roiiad wfcegar § fasRyd 81 13 |

3. SR Ig@ T A Wi e & forg yRuRe aF den gl &k Siaary @ Rerfa & e+
JaAIHT IR R T | AfeenT, Bxe] FaR™l 9 Sifdsd @, W & gy $I AauHYdd @ 3R
foramReliel STet yeed & A1egd ¥, S8l dei Ndlell Mgl & oIl § JuR AT | ora=d & WiaR &l
ATTE DT AT ¥R U DI IUTIdT AR Bt & oy ST 3@ 7147 7, S otel =0T H IRTeT <l
2, @R U & YI BT bl B AR TTeirg Sa BT 987al aT 8 | 9gd geT 3ITaR0T 7 A1 JeH SToAar] bl
B B, TH DI Tl DI HH B SR AU & & H G Afareig ReRdr #§ uR &3 § AeE Il & |
3ITST, DIecdhel AUGTH B H UTY ST dTel By Goid 3R J@iTd Uiell &1 JSiicri & oIy Ues ga—erm
HRETT HER & WU H B Rl © | SivTel s ulerdl, faaferdl sik B Sifdl & feTy afard uare &l 8, il
R & IR T Hford aTRReIe! T3 a1aT 8 | BT, TEdHd! 3R THid I ST TR IR Fad a1l
TRl 3R S e AReToT BT FHSH & [Ty $9 el BT SIRT DR & | S7al+ Whall, Dietoll AR BRI DI
9T 3R UY Y& PR <2l SR SV Uil &1 Tl 7 & foy iedrfed o g, oy gaferefi
RTRERY & IR H AR~ SITHedl 961 & | S0 A3l H SR AU SaiTST 3iR HIGH BT STRRdl
& IIFAR Ul T 3IR STEepTIeleh FTag T & AT Udhicl bl UIyoT PR UR GIR [T AT |

4. ST <aT ST BT D 1T T et 2, T Sfawt e gerfia R (2003) wfiet & | 52
TCRI G ST H I7eb ANTET BT Sl 8Y a9 2018 H AR Wfth JREBR A FHAT BT TRIT | I8 58 "R
REBRI O FHS REPR, GHF JRDR, 57 g ATer REpR (BRI 2fth) 3R dRel IRBR I 3 YRl
TR ¥ FRII BT T 2 | S 2019 H T IR Si$TT §RT “10 ERIST AT 317 i’ H 4 U & wy H 4
TR o 1T o, FOTAH AR SRIehi o1 Ieh! ST YATaROT T bl AT &1 15 o |
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DR. RAMCHANDRA GODBOLE 1'|, Pl

Dr. Ramchandra Godbole is an eminent social worker, who has dedicated more than 40
years to the upliftment and healthcare of tribal communities. He served for 12 years in
Maharashtra and for the past 30 years in Chhattisgarh, working alongside his wife. A full-time
worker of the Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram, he is currently the President of “Banphool,” an organization
in Bastar that focuses on malnutrition and health issues among tribal children. He has rendered
invaluable service by living and working in the remote and Naxal- affected tribal region of Bastar in
Chhattisgarh. By staying among the people and understanding their realities firsthand, he has
ensured that essential healthcare reaches those who otherwise have little or no access to medical
facilities. He has consistently carried out the noble humanitarian task of saving the lives of tribal
patients, who often endure life- threatening illnesses for months without treatment.

2. Born on 18" June, 1960 in Satara district, Maharashtra, Dr. Godbole completed his
schooling, college education and BAMS (Bachelor of Ayurvedic Medicine and Surgery) degree in
Satara. After completing his studies, he began his medical service by starting a clinic for the tribal
Bhil community in Nashik district through the Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram. He later served for eight
years as the head of Maharashtra's village-level Health Worker Scheme. During this period, he
supervised primary healthcare services for tribal communities across ten districts with the support
of 660 health guards, making a significant impact at the grassroots level.

3. In 1990, soon after their marriage, Dr. Godbole and his wife Smt. Sunita Godbole decided to
move to Bastar to serve tribal communities medically. At that time, Bastar was one of the most
underdeveloped regions in India. He started a clinic at Barsur in Dantewada district, near the
Abujhmad forest. Extremely poor tribal patients would walk long distances through forests to seek
treatment. Many had suffered without care for months due to lack of access to medical facilities.
Serious cases often required referral to the government district hospital located 75 kilometers away
for specialist examination. Through persistent follow-up and dedicated care, he successfully
treated approximately 3,000 critically ill tribal patients in the first 12 years of his service in Bastar.

4, In the next phase of his work, Dr. Godbole shifted from running a fixed outpatient clinic to
organizing medical check-up camps in remote forest areas. Over the past 15 years, 114 health camps
have been conducted in Bastar with the help of specialist doctors from various places, enabling more
than 9,000 patients to receive long-pending medical examinations. Among them, 400 critically ill
patients were admitted to the district hospital and when necessary, to a charitable hospital in Raipur,
400 kilometers away. Continuous follow-up ensured successful treatment and saved many lives. Most
of the treatment expenses were supported by the Krutadnyata Trust in Pune.

5. In recognition of his social service, Dr. Godbole has received several honors. In 2001, he and
his wife were awarded the Seva Gaurav Award by Natu Pratishthan in Pune. He was also honored
with the Swami Vivekananda Award in Mumbai and the district administration of Dantewada has
presented the couple with a certificate of appreciation.
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S, IS TMhedlel U YRAT QIS Hriddl 6, [orsi- Mfedrdl Farl & Sl AR w@wed el &
o 40 ¥ 31 auf q@ wAIT Bre) F1 AT 7 | SBIF U Ul & 1T HH HRA gU 12 9§ AESRTE H 31
fUoel 30 a9 TP BIATS § HaT BT | TTARAT HeATOT MM3H B YUIbIoTh BRIGAT, I8 aea H Gk H g
HTST & JALhe &, Sl MMfaardl gedl & 41 HUIl AR WReY & Fel W & dbfad dRel & | IBI BARTIG B
G 3R oA FIfad MEarel & ¥R # @R IR BT BRad ed Hal UG &Y & | ANl & 1 I@ahe 3R
S IR AT B el WU I FHSIDPR, Iel1 I8 GIad (61 € fob 7 Al I A1 aeas wrRey
HaT ugd e U fafehear Giawmsil 9@ 9gd w4 AT BIs Ugd el © | Soiv S ATfadrd IRl &1 Siia g
BT PRI RIS gof AT BRI 5T 8, ST U1 el BR1Y {991 71 O Setdl dHIRAT BT H8d HRd & |

2, 18 [, 1960 BT HERTSS & AT foTel H ST, S, TTSdlel = 37U+ Thetl R1el, dicist ol 21 3R fivgaga
(oo it smydfesd AfeRiT e o) @ fSUl |FarT § QX &1 | 31U+ Ugls YR &R1 & 9%, S8+ a-aril
DT AT D ATEgH I ATRISD 7l 3§ SAfeardl HieT G & oy T Felifvies e dReb 37U feifdbedr dar I
DI | 9G¥ ITI AERTE DI ATH—KRII I BRIGAT AT & T & ®Y H 1S I81 dd B (6T | §9 ae
P SR, BT 660 TR &Pl & AN A & el H S AYarl & forg urerfiie w@rey i &1
WRIgeToT foaT, FoTsy ST R R AEdqul 9919 ST |

3. Ty 1990 H, 3+ faaTE & TRA 918, SF. Medlel 3R ITd! el $MHA G Tredrel = JMMfaar ATl B
TP a1 PR & oy IR T BT el (5AT | SH FHY, TR IR & Fa¥ BT &3 3 A U o |
IB 14 qAareT o7l & TRYR H AGSHTS ST & UTH Teb detli~eh Yo (T | 988 TNI9 MMfQaril 8IS gelTel & forg
STl & ATegH | Al gR1 7 DR o | Farfdbedr Gfaensil a6 ugd @l HHI & BRT Dy ANT HEIA] T (91 a@™Tel
& QIS o1 | TR AT # faRIvs 519 & forg um: 75 fhariiey R Red aReR) RTaT sRudrel § bR &- &I
3T BT oY | TR 3rgad iR fARe S@Te & AR 9, I=i- IR | S+ §aT & Ugel 12 9uf 3§ TR
HU § MR I 3,000 AR AR BT FHAYd D gt (T |

4, 319 BT & STl TROT H, S, MSdlel 7 U MR 119¢ R Fellidh Tl & qod SRR & a4 &3l
¥ farferer S RIfaR ST B 1 3R v 61| fUwer 15 aul d, qwiR H fAR=T Wi & faRivsy Siaexl &
Aoq I 114 TRy RIfSR AT fby 714 €, fST 9 9,000 ¥ 3Afde IR BT dd 97 4 dfdd Fafdhedr o 81 urg
T 3 I TR WU A R 400 FRISH BT RTAT SRTaret # +7cff xram 727 3fR Savdddr Us+ WR 400 fhatier )
QR & T Gret Ruaret H it ST 1T | FARAOR Bidi—eTd ¥ Wthdl SUER GHRad g1 iR &8 il @l 914
T | STl & DT T YOI & pa=ial g o FeANT [T |

5. S, TTSdlel §RT BT T8 AT Hal B AT W0 S¢ by A I 81 9& © | a9 2001 H, I 3R
IAD! Tl I oI H AT, UfTSH §RT HaT TR [REPR F FHAIG fbar T o1 | I Jas § @ fadaria
qREHR A 4T G (BT 77 o7 iR SdaTST & FoTelT U= ° §9 SUfcl Bl IRIsT JH10T U5 & B @ |
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SMT. SUNEETA GODBOLE

Smt. Suneeta Godbole is an eminent social worker, who has devoted more than 40 years to
the upliftment and welfare of tribal communities, consistently working for their health and
development. She served for 12 years in Maharashtra and for the past 30 years in Chhattisgarh
alongside her husband, Dr. Ramchandra Godbole. By living and working in remote and Naxal-
affected regions like Bastar, she has played a vital role in making healthcare accessible to
marginalized tribal populations.

2. Born on 25" April, 1959 in Pune, Smt. Godbole completed her entire education there. Driven
by a deep interest in social service, she earned a postgraduate degree in Master of Social Work
(M.S.W.). During her student years, she actively participated in the anti-Emergency movement and
was imprisoned for one and a half months. After completing her education, she began working in
tribal areas of Thane and Raigad districts, focusing particularly on girls' education while living
within those communities.

3. In 1990, soon after her marriage to Dr. Ramchandra Godbole, Smt. Godbole decided to move
to Bastar in Chhattisgarh to serve tribal communities. At that time, the region was extremely
underdeveloped. Her husband began running a clinic at Barsur in Dantewada district, near the
Abujhmad forest. In the second phase of their medical work, instead of limiting services to a fixed
outpatient clinic, they began organizing medical check-up camps in various remote locations to
reach those living deep inside forest areas. She has been an active and energetic participant in all
these initiatives. By learning the local tribal languages, Gondi and Halbi, she established direct and
meaningful communication with the people. This helped build strong trust, especially among tribal
women, whose participation in health programs increased significantly due to her efforts.

4, Smt. Godbole worked tirelessly for many years to ensure that tribal girls could complete their
education while staying in hostels run by the Vanvasi Vikas Samiti. She organized training sessions
for health workers and women on preparing nutritious meals, conducted sewing classes to promote
self-reliance, and held camps for adolescent tribal girls. Repeated medical camps revealed
persistent problems such as malnutrition from birth and malaria among children under ten years of
age. Concerned by this, she initiated focused programs on nutrition and health awareness in
schools. After providing nutritious food, she ensured six months of consistent follow-up. Over the
past five years, her efforts have helped 460 children from 24 villages overcome malnutrition. Each
year, around 2,000 children from 37 schools across three districts of Bastar participate in
malnutrition prevention and health awareness initiatives. Awareness campaigns on sickle cell
anemia are also conducted alongside these programs. In addition to her grassroots work, she served
for five years as an official member of a quasi-judicial board with powers equivalent to a First Class
Judicial Magistrate for the protection of children's rights. She has also chaired a government
committee for preventing sexual harassment at the workplace and served as a member of district-
level committees of the Police and Forest Departments.

5. In recognition of her contribution to social service, Smt. Godbole and her husband received
the Seva Gaurav Award from Natu Pratishthan, Pune, in 2001. In 2017, she was honored with the
Baya Karve Award and the Dantewada district administration has also awarded the couple a
certificate of appreciation.
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ST AT Medlel Tb IR AT BRIGd! 8, [l ATfeard] el & I 3R el & oy
40 9 31T aut T AT BIax BRI 6T &, TAT AR S e IR e & forg &M & 7 | S=8iF 3o
gy S, IS Miedlel @ A1 FERTE § 12 a9 3R BeiiTg # fUs 30 99 d% HaT &1 | IR ol qRax 3R
AT YT &3l | REPR 3R B BRD, Soi+ VoSl ATQaRil 3aral & (o w@Rey Har Gord a1 H Fgeaqol
fArpT TS B |

2 25 I, 1959 BT YOI H ST4I, il Tredlel =1 Ui R1 fRIef &l qui & | AArSl |1 H T8l 3 A 9Rka
IR, oI ARCR 3ih Aed 98 (TUds)) § FaerR o f&f afie &1 | oo faemeff ora # s
JATUTDTe faRTET Sale § Afshd wU W AN {71 3R S WE it H R8T | 0+ el g1 &R & q1e, I8i+ 310
3R IRIATE 7l & A & # B BT Y D o2, faRIy wu & 99 Al & WIdR o oTsihal @ e
R T e b |

3. Ty 1990 H, Sf. Mg Medlel ¥ fddr8 & qRd d1e, Al Medlel o ATfearil Fgar™l H1 a1 & oy
BTG & IR ST BT BA (AT | IH FHI, I8 &7 3 AR of | I77ab Uil 1 SaareT el & IRER 4
JYSTATS STl & U Ueh Felli~1eh el Yo (hAT | A AT BRI & ax aROT ¥, sl &l Uah [Hi¥ed arse
UBie Felifviep b AT DR & goT1d, I81+ a1 &3] & 37 X8+ dlel ANl T Uge o o1y fAf=T qRaxIol & Il
# fafdrcar sifa RIfIR Smaifora &% 3% o) f&aT| 98 371 99 U8 | Uah Afhd 3R Jhoffar RieR & ¢ |
T Srrfe g Areret, M) 3R gedl Bl YI—dR, Saiv AT & |1y Wi 3R Arefe Fare wenfud fear | 399 9=
faeIy w5y & 99 anfeardl ARl & da Aoigd [a%ar g9 | Aae fAell, [SFa! S96 Tl & SR WRed
BRIHA! H UER] BIP! a6 TS o |

4. ST TTSdTel 7 I8 FEREd B @ oI &5 9l I 312 w4 o o snfeardl srefda geardl faara
AT gRT FATford BTAMETT # EdHx 37U+ R g1 R T | Soiv W dRidgdie iR Afgersii & foy diftes
Ao IR B b forw ufdteror 9= mafora b, srcafdRdr o agrar 39 & forw Riclis werg smforg & ik
freiR anfeard orsfdal & forg RifaR smafora fh | fafdrear RIfRT # IR—aR 51 9 &1 HUIYoT IR &9 98 | &H
Y @ Fedi H HARIT ST TR FHRIY A T8 | $9 AT 8Ihy, I8+ Whall § UIyoT 3R [N STl
WR Biad BRIHH Yo (Y | U A6 UaTH B S d18, Soi- B8 Fel db IR Bid—a JHRad & |
sl uig auf #, I TATEl § 24 Al & 460 TTET DI FUYT A I H AGG el 2 | TAS Y, TR B A1 Tl
& 37 Al B SITHIT 2,000 T FUYOT BT AT IR WRT SRl Ugel H AT oIl © | 5 BRIHA! & ATF—Te]
el Tl THITHAT R SITRdhd JAATT T AT SR © | 3O ST R & BRI & S(elTal, Iei- gedl & ABRI
DI GREAT B oY Hord ol RTRE AL & aR1ER ARKAT & A1 b SE—ATRIS dle @ AMIDINS Faxd & wY
giE ¥ T AT B | SR RIS TR AT IUTST DI A & ol Teh TRBIRY AT BT 1eeqdlT Y o1 & T gferd
3R T 9T 1 RTer wRig ARl & 9aw & w9 H BRI fHar e |

5. FATS HAT H I AR Bl AT Iq00, ST TTedlet 3R 9@ Uil &I 9y 2001 H AT, AT, gor |
HAT TRT REBR T | 99 2017 H, I G171 B REBR H FHATG [HAT 1T T, 3R SddTST STelm Tema -1 54
SUfcT T TRIAT JETOT U 9 ) FA=ATIe fham & |
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SHRI TECHI GUBIN

Shri Techi Gubin is a retired Chief Architect and social worker from Arunachal
Pradesh. Having served as the Chief Architect in the Arunachal Pradesh Public Works
Department (APPWD) and the Director of Housing (Additional Charge), he has combined
professional public service with a commitment to the preservation of indigenous heritage.

2. Born on 1% November, 1964, Shri Gubin received his Bachelor of Architecture degree
from the Chandigarh College of Architecture in 1988. He began his career as an Assistant
Teacher before joining the APPWD in 1990. Over a career spanning four decades, he served
in various capacities within the state government, eventually retiring as Chief Architect.
During his tenure, he was also deputed to the Housing and Urban Development
Corporation (HUDCO) as a Development Officer from 2000 to 2005.

s In addition to his professional career, Shri Gubin has held leadership roles in several
organizations in Northeast India. From 2000, he has worked in Arunachal Vikas Parishad
(AVP) as Assistant General Secretary, General Secretary, Vice President and President till 8
February, 2026 and is currently the Vice President of the Akhil Bharatiya Vanvasi Kalyan
Ashram, a leading voluntary organization working for the integrated development of
Janjatis across the country. His works in the Nyishi Indigenous Faith and Cultural Society
(MFCS) as President has focused on the protection of the Donyi-Polo faith and the
promotion of indigenous traditions within the state.

4, Shri Gubin organized and led the Seemant Darshan Yatrain 2010 and 2021, visiting
remote villages bordering China, Myanmar, and Bhutan. Following these visits, he also led
a team of delegations to meet the Vice President of India and the Union Defence Minister,
New Delhi to report on the security needs of these areas, which led to the deployment of
additional manpower at border posts. Furthermore, as the State Level Chairman for the
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra donation drive, he coordinated efforts that
resulted in Arunachal Pradesh becoming the highest donor state among the seven North-
Eastern states.

S Shri Gubin's work has been recognized with honours such as the O.N.E India Award
from My Home India (2022) and the India Leader Award from the Yadam Institute of
Research (2023). His engagement with cultural preservation is also reflected in his
participation in regional cinema, including the film "Oyaa”which was adjudged as the best
regional film of the year in 2009. He continues his involvement in the preservation of
indigenous cultural identity.
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s AT M9 UM UQe & HaTgd q& aRIBR IR AFISID BrRISdl & | Sai
3TBUTEA UST Al AT AT (Tindiesegs)) § 4R agdR AR 3f7ary e (iR u9R) &
w0 H BRI {HAT B, 98 YRR G HdT B & AF—AT W2l fRI™Id & RN & Ui uldas
RE |

2. 1 TG9R, 1964 PI ST, 11 IS 7 ST AT AR Bl U IY 1988 H ASHG Dlctol ATH
&t & Ut @1 | IBF 99 1990 H YUNIISIS! # WA 81 W Ugel U Held RIeTdh & w H (U1
BRI YH (BT | IR DI & BRI H, I8 I ARBR H A= &3l d wH fdhan, siad: g
IRIDHR B wU H HATGT U | U HRIBIA & IR, S8+ 98 2000 H Y 2005 T AT 3R AT
e e (ge@) ¥ e Ifder) & wu # W 1 faar |

3. Y YRIAR HRIR & Ferdl, #il fa o YaicRk WRd H $Hg T H =Igcd Bl JHADT 49T 2 |
¥ 2000 ¥, I BT fddmr aRye () # Aerae #erafd, Aerfid, SuTede iR 8 Hra],
2026 TP feTel b WU H B bl 2 AR aaar H ARaeT TR aardl HedroT 37319 B SUTede 8, il
Y AR H SISl & Yabihd (A & ol B B aTell U THRY Wedh |16 © | 37edel & WU 4
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DR. H. V. HANDE

Dr. H. V. Hande is an Indian medical practitioner and a politician. He started his
medical practice in June 1950, in Shenoy Nagar, Chennai. Ever since then, he has been
regularly practicing, helping the poor and down trodden. He never stopped his medical
practice even when he was M.L.C., M.L.A., and Health Minister. At his 99th year, even to-day
his medical practice continues. Dr. Hande who is in his 99" year is still continuing medical
practice - mainly attending to the poor section of society.

2. Born on 28" November, 1927, in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu Shri Hande completed his
medical education in Integrated medicine (Modern Medicine & Ayurved) in the Kilpuka
College of Integrated Medicine — now converted into Kilpuka Medical College —in 1950. During
his study in Intermediate (before graduation) in the Government College Mangaluru, he
participated in the 1942 Quit India Movement and tasted the British lathi charge as a 13 year
old student.

3. As Tamil Nadu Health Minister for nearly 7 years, between 1980-86, in late MGR's
Cabinet, Dr. Hande played a crucial part, in tandem with the Rotary Clubs, in practically
wiping out Poliomyelitis and Measles from Tamil Nadu. He also initiated a massive campaign —
Pulse Polio (Polio drops to all children on a Sunday once every year). This is continuing even
to-day.

4. While Dr. Hande was the Health Minister of Tamil Nadu (between 1980-1986), he
brought the state into the 1st slot, consecutively for 3yrs, in reducing the Infant Mortality Rate
(I.M.R) and Maternal Mortality Rate (M.M.R), in drastically reducing the incidence of leprosy
and other communicable diseases. Consequently, he received the prestigious Dr. B.C. Roy
award, a rare honour for a Minister.

55 Dr. Hande translated the entire Kamba Ramayanam (Tamil) into English Prose. This
book was published by the prestigious Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan. 2 copies are placed in the
library attached to the newly constructed Shri Rama Temple in Ayodhya. He wrote biography
of the 1% Indian Governor General Shri Rajaji in Tamil. He has authored several literary works:
Distortions Done to Our Constitution by Smt. Indira Gandhi during Emergency — released by
the then Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee; Ambedkar & The Making of the Indian
Constitution published by the prestigious MacMillan Co — released in 2000 by Shri L.K.
Advani, the then Hon'ble Leader of the Opposition. Translations of his book in Hindi, Tamil &
Kannada were released with a 'Sandesh' from Hon'ble Shri Narendra Modi, when he was
Gujarat Chief Minister in 2013; Critical Years of an Immortal Legend MGR in English & Tamil
— published in 2010; Rise & Fall of Article 370 — with encomiums from Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modiin May 27,2021.
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SHRI GAFARUDDIN MEWATI JOGI

Shri Gafaruddin Mewati Jogiis a distinguished folk artist of India and a revered exponent of
the Mewat-Braj region's oral and musical traditions. He is internationally recognized for his
lifelong dedication to Bhapang playing and the preservation of rare oral narrative traditions such
as Mahabharata (Pandun ke Kade - nearly 2500 couplets), Lok Ramayana, Bhagwan Shiva ka
Byawale and Bhagwan Shri Krishna Leela (Ali Baksh parampara). Through his unwavering
commitment to traditional performance practices, he has played a vital role in safeguarding India's
intangible cultural heritage.

2. Born on 26" September, 1962, in village Kaithwara, Tehsil Pahadi, District Deeg,
Rajasthan, Shri Gafaruddin belongs to the traditional Mewati Jogi community. He received formal
education up to the ninth standard. From early childhood, he was trained under the oral guru-
shishya tradition of his family lineage, mastering Bhapang, Jogiya Sarangi, Dholak and Mewati-
Braj devotional music. He devoted several decades to village-to-village performances, sustaining
oral traditions through alms-based performances and continuous cultural practice.

3. Shri Gafaruddin has performed extensively on prestigious platforms organized by the
Ministry of Culture, Government of India and leading cultural institutions across the country. He
is the founder of Brajrang Mewat Sahitya Lok Kala Sansthan, Bharatpur, established in 2007 and
functioning continuously since then. His performances and collaborations include the Sangeet
Natak Akademi, New Delhi; Rajasthan Sangeet Natak Akademi; Jawahar Kala Kendra, Jaipur;
Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), New Delhi; National School of Drama, New
Delhi; West Zone Cultural Centre, Udaipur; Rajasthan Tourism Department; and Sanskar
Bharati, Delhi.

4. Through his sustained artistic practice, Shri Gafaruddin has contributed significantly to
the preservation of nearly twenty endangered folk musical instruments and oral narrative
traditions. His work has supported academic research, including Ph.D. level studies in folk and
oral traditions. He has actively nurtured the next generation of practitioners, including his son
Shaharukh Khan Mewati Jogi, grandson Danish Jogi and numerous disciples, thereby ensuring
the continuity and authenticity of these traditions on national and international stages.

51 Shri Gafaruddin has been the recipient of numerous prestigious awards and honours in
recognition of his outstanding contribution to folk arts. These include the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award, New Delhi (2022) conferred by the Government of India; Rajasthan State Honour, Jaipur
(2016); Prabuddha Lok Kalakar Samman (2013); Castrol India Award, Mumbai (2013); Braj-
Mewat Anchal Visheshank Vimochan Samman, Bharatpur (2011); Sur Samman, Jaipur (2009);
Lok Kala Samman (2008); Lok Parampara Utkrisht Samman (1997); Flower Award (1996);
Saksharta Jagrukta Samman (1996) and Yuva Puraskar (1993).
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SHRI MIR HAJI KASAM

Shri Mir Haji Kasam, popularly known as Haji Ramakdu, is a legendary folk
musician from Junagadh, Gujarat, celebrated for his lifelong devotion to Gujarati
traditional music and mastery of the dholak. With an artistic journey spanning more
than six decades, he has emerged as one of the most respected custodians of India's folk
heritage. His performances—both in India and abroad—have played a defining role in
keeping regional musical traditions vibrant, relevant and accessible to new
generations.

2. Born on 27" January 1951, Shri Kasam began his musical pursuit at the tender
age of ten. Despite having no formal education, his innate talent and dedication
transformed him into an internationally recognised folk artist. Over the years, he
collaborated with multiple generations of performers, Gujarati film personalities, and
radio platforms, ensuring that folk rhythms continued to resonate among the masses.
His distinctive style—where he becomes one with his instrument—earned him the
affectionate name “Ramakdu.”

3. Shri Kasam has been instrumental in carrying Gujarati folk music to global
audiences, performing across countries such as the USA, UK, South Africa, Canada,
UAE, Oman and several others. Through thousands of stage performances and cultural
programmes, he has projected India's intangible cultural heritage on international
platforms. Equally notable is his mentorship of young musicians—many of whom now
perform professionally—thereby institutionalising the oral traditions of folk learning
and transmission. He is revered for his humanitarian commitment. He has conducted
more than 35,000 charity programmes for cow shelters and organised musical events
for social causes, including supporting the marriages of underprivileged families in
Junagadh. Even in his seventies, he continues to teach folk music to children and
aspiring artists free of cost, embodying the spirit of selfless service through art.

4. Shri Kasam has received numerous prestigious state-level honours, including
the Gujarat Gaurav Puraskar, Gujarat Rajya Sangeet Natak Akademi Award, Gujarat
Lok Kala Rashtriya Puraskar, Mukhyamantri Sanman Patra and several cultural
awards conferred by leading institutions and the Government of Gujarat. These
accolades, spanning more than two decades, reflect sustained excellence rather than
episodic achievement.
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SHRI RAGHUVIR KHEDKAR

Shri Raghuvir Khedkar is an acclaimed and veteran Tamasha artist and
troupe owner, widely recognized as a gifted songadya (the witty jester-narrator)
with a deep commitment to preserving and promoting this folk art form.

2. Born on 04" August, 1961, Shri Khedkar, with over four decades of
experience has been instrumental in carrying forward the Tamasha legacy
initiated by his mother, Kantabai Satarkar, managing her troupe and excelling
as a performer himself. He also served as the President of the Maharashtra State
Dholki Phad Tamasha Organization.

3. During the COVID-19 pandemic, when public performances halted and
many artists faced hunger and unemployment, Shri Khedkar stood up as a
staunch advocate. He led appeals for financial support and leveraged solace and
solidarity for folk artists. In 2021, he spearheaded the formation of the All-India
Tamasha Parishad, a unified body of 130 troupe-owners and artists and was
elected its president. This marked the first collective mobilization of Tamasha
artists since 1949.

4, Shri Khedkar courageously shared the harsh realities faced by Tamasha
artists many of whom are elderly, illiterate and financially marginalized during
the lockdown, drawing statewide attention in media forums. Despite Tamasha
being a culturally crucial art form, many artists face neglect and financial
instability. His leadership during crises, efforts to unify artists, and public
articulation of their struggles represent profound sacrifices he prioritized the
collective welfare of the Tamasha community over personal gain.

S. Shri Khedkar's innovations and performances earned him honours across
India from the Commonwealth Games in Delhi to stages at Chandigarh, Mumbai
University, and the Sangeet Natak Akademi. His unwavering devotion has been
honoured with several awards such as Jeevan Sadhana Award by Savitribai
Phule Pune University in recognition of his lifetime service and State-level Patthe
Bapurao Award, one of Tamasha's prestigious honours, acknowledging his
significant artistic contributions.
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SHRI R. KRISHNAN KITNA
(POSTHUMOUS)

Shri R. Krishnan Kitna was a distinguished Ajile Bottu artist from the Alu
Kurumba community of Vellaricombei village in the Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu.

2. Born on 05" January, 1973, Shri R. Krishnan began painting in early childhood,
inspired by elders who traditionally created this art on walls. His deep interest in the
meanings behind motifs, stories and songs shaped a lifelong engagement with Alu
Kurumba cultural knowledge, forest traditions and storytelling. Although his formal
schooling ended in the eighth standard, his learning continued through practice,
observation and close work with community elders, including honey gathering and
traditional agriculture.

S Shri R. Krishnan played a significant role in revitalising and promoting Ajile
Bottu painting. From the late 1990s, he participated in surveys and community
initiatives with the Keystone Foundation. In 1999, he joined artist trainings led by C.P
Ramaswamy Foundation and was identified as the senior master artist who trained
other younger community members. Subsequently, he formed the Ajile Bottu artist
group in 2004, along with a few other senior Alu Kurumba artists and knowledge
holders. He has contributed to several publications on Alu Kurumba community
knowledge, such as Deva Shole (2008), Folk Tales from the Nilgiri Hills (2015) and
others. He conducted workshops, exhibitions and training programmes across India,
sharing both techniques and the cultural narratives embedded in the paintings.

4. Known for his use of natural pigments in his art form and his skills as a
storyteller, Shri R. Krishnan also mentored younger artists through intergenerational
training. His work received recognition from institutions including the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs, Lalit Kala Akademi Regional Centre (Chennai), Tribal Research Centre
(Ooty) , Dakshina Chitra Heritage Museum, KIRTADS (Kerala Institute for Research,
Training and Development Studies of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes), Kerala
Lalithkala Akademi, Research Centre for Asiatic Culture, and the Adivasi Academy,
among others. He remained dedicated to teaching and sharing Alu Kurumba art forms
until his passing in 2025, while in the midst of a training programme in one of the Alu
Kurumba villages. His life's work stands as a testament to the resilience of Indigenous
knowledge systems and the vitality of Kurumba artistic traditions.

55 ShriR. Krishnan passed away on 20 March, 2025.
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HIETAY, BIATSIREITSITH (Bl SEIcIC BR RAd, ST TS ST TSIl 3ifth Ases HRTH
TS UScs CI8s), Bl dfeld defl dhTeH!, K9 Hex Bk TRRICH dedr AR AMMIardT e
AfRT 31 WA I gz el | 9y 2025 H 7] HowT Mial § H U T1d H URIETT HRIHH DR THY
G T, I8 3] HOH bl vUl DI RIRIM 3R T3l B & ol FAMT I8 | I8 Siiad BT BRI
Fr<ell S ATl bl AT 3R HowrIT el URURTSI B SiTdddr Bl JHI & |

5. 71 3MR. W BT 20 AT, 2025 BT e & 707 |
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PROF. DR. LARS-CHRISTIAN
KOCH

Prof. Dr. Lars-Christian Koch is an internationally renowned ethnomusicologist, whose work has
significantly strengthened cultural and academic exchange between India and Germany. His engagement
with India, and particularly with Rabindranath Tagore, spans several decades. He was associated with the
Tagore Institute in Bonn, founded by musicologist Dr.Trina Purohit-Roy, who took him as a disciple in
Sitar, Surbahar and Rabindra Sangit and later pursued studies in Santiniketan, West Bengal- Tagore's
place of residence, with a special interest in the songs of the Indian poet. There he studied Sitar with Pandit
Indranil Bhattachrya.

2. Born on 21% June, 1959, Prof. Koch is Director of the State Ethnographic Collections in the State Art
Collections Saxonia in Dresden Germany since October 2025. From 2018 to 2025, he was Director of the
Ethnological Museum Berlin and the Museum of Asian Art, State Museums Berlin, Prussian Cultural
Heritage Foundation and Collection Director at the Humboldt Forum for the Humboldt Forum Foundation
and the State Museums Berlin. He is an adjunct professor of ethnomusicology at the University of Cologne,
an honorary professor at the Berlin University of the Arts and honorary professor at the Humboldt
University Berlin. He holds guest professorships at the University of Chicago and the University Vienna.

3. Prof. Koch conducted anthropological research in India and South Korea over a period of more than
30 years. His research focuses on the theory and practice of North Indian music, organology with a special
emphasis on musical instrument making, audiovisual media in cultural contexts, popular music and
urban culture, musical interpretations in historical contexts and music archaeology. He studied cultural
anthropology (Master of Arts degree), received his doctorate in musicology and habilitated in
ethnomusicology. Since 2003, he has headed the Department of Media- Ethnomusicology, Berlin
Phonogram Archive and Visual Anthropology at the Ethnological Museum Berlin. He is a member of several
advisory boards and professional associations and was co-editor of the Zeitschrift fiir Ethnologie from 2013
to 2020.

4. Prof. Koch has led numerous research projects, including in the museum-related field of
ethnomusicology, such as: Indexing and digitizing the sound recordings of the Prussian Phonographic
Commission 1915-1918 / Digitization of historical and contemporary musical instruments of South Asia in
expanded object perspectives / ILKAR - Integrated solutions for the conservation, archiving, and
restoration of endangered magnetic tapes and reel to reel tapes and the collaborative project Three
Metropolises Project - Music as a medium of urban transformation in the metropolises of Berlin, Chicago,
and Kolkata. After moving, setting up, and opening the museums at the Humboldt Forum in 2022, he
initiated the format The Collaborative Museum, which involved cooperation with cultures and countries of
origin in and around the collections of both museums with 40 sub-projects, 20 fellowships and 4
international exhibitions over a period of three years. The aim was to make the museum collections
accessible and usable through joint efforts.

S. In 2014, Prof. Koch received the Bruno Nettl Prize from the Society for Ethnomusicology for his
outstanding publications. He was honoured with the 6" Merck-Tagore Award 2025 in February 2026 for his
outstanding contributions to fostering cultural exchange between India and Germany. His publications
include: Musikethnologie. WBG Darmstadt 2020 / Sitar — Manufacturing: The Tradition of Kanailal &
Bros., Calcutta / Berlin (SMB) 2011 / My Heart Sings — Die Lieder Rabindranath Tagoreszwischen Tradition
und Moderne / Berlin (LIT) 2011.
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1. S, ARI—hREa B ARSI WR W IS URE QRrgShiaiore &, M U &1 3 IR 3R
ST @ 4191 AP I AR AeATOTD A BT Y& [HAT | TR AR fARITHR A1 SR & A1 ITDBT Ha B G2DI
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3. T1. BrE 1 ARA IR AT BINAT H 30 I ¥ NP AHI Tb AT AJHU 5T | I AR IR
RO T & RAgid iR FagR, | arerd o7 W ARy SR < arell AR, Akpiie dadi 4 gea—s1e
HAIfSaT, A Wi iR 2Tl Awpfa, Uaeie dedl § Wil o1 @R iR Wi Riaa R sfad © | S
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4 T1. B 7 B3 Y IRATSTAISI BT ~IJcd (BT 2, FaH QemrgfSTalaioll & HUslerd ¥ Hafo & i &,
SIY: IR BRI AT a¥ 1915—1918 I i ReDpIET &7 IgehH0T iR fficetiaror / faaiRa axg uRkvey @
<feéror TR & UfreTRie iR \HeIeld Wiid arerd= i & f$fieeiaxer / ILKAR — @i e < iR 3d ¢
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RITIARE DR, AT B 3R IGHEH & d18, I8 & DiclaRicd RfSTIH b YHAT I, f7 A1 auf o7 srafey 7
40 SU—TRATSHIRN, 20 HATIT 3R 4 JARRIERT TSI & A1 S FUSTA & AUE H 3R SHD MU P
A&l 3R ol <2l & A1 IR AMHA AT | SHDT eI FYh YA & A1 A AUBTAI AU DI For 3R
SYYRIT G o7 |

5. I 2014 ¥, A1 DI Bl ITd IPHE THHl & {7 AR BR WeHRSIDIAT | A1 ded [REHR A
FHATT a1 T | R 3R S @ 919 AP Hadl DI 97aT o H I Ih NG & oy I HRa] 2026
H B3 Hh—CIR YREDR 2025 W AT AT 1T | I Tb1erl 3 RISl Segdioll SHEs 2020 / iR
— AT BASATe US 969 @1 WRURT, oAbl / dfeid (TAUAE]) 2011 / ATs 8¢ R — S8 i) digeT
SRR SS9 3f€ AieH / aferd (Tesmee!) 2011 INHA & |
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PROF. MAMIDALA
JAGADESH KUMAR

Prof. Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar, Chairman, Review Committee for the National Education Policy
2020, Ministry of Education, Government of India, is a famous academic leader known for his contributions
to the realisation of outcome-oriented reforms in higher education.

2. Born on 8" April 1960, Prof. Kumar is a native of Mamidala village in Nalgonda district, Telangana.
He earned his M.S. (Electrical Engineering) and Ph.D (Electrical Engineering) from the Department of
Electrical Engineering at the Indian Institute of Technology, Madras. He pursued postdoctoral research at
the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering at the University of Waterloo, Canada. A Professor
at IIT Delhi until April 2025, he earlier held the NXP (Philips) Chair Professorship established at IIT Delhi by
Philips Semiconductors, Netherlands. His research spans nanoelectronic devices, nanoscale device
modelling and simulation, innovative device design and power semiconductor devices, with over 250
refereed publications, three books, five book chapters and several patents arising from his work.

3. Prof. Kumar served as the 12th Vice-Chancellor of Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
(January, 2016-February, 2022), where he implemented wide-ranging reforms, including the introduction
of engineering and management programmes. It was followed by his appointment as UGC Chairman
(February, 2022-April, 2025). As Chairman of the University Grants Commission (UGC), he transformed the
UGC from a rule-based regulator into a facilitator of educational reforms. He advanced student-centric,
flexible learning and nationwide institutional enablement. His public engagement and policy clarity helped
translate NEP 2020 into concrete university actions. These implementations ranged from admissions to
credits and internationalisation. He consistently emphasised equity, quality and pragmatic execution
across India's diverse higher-education landscape. In these roles, he prioritised transparent processes,
academic standards and systemic upgrades. Among the most visible system-level milestones during his
UGC tenure were the roll-out and rapid scale-up of the Common University Entrance Test (CUET), biannual
admissions windows, the provision to pursue two degrees simultaneously and revised PhD pathways that
opened research opportunities to meritorious four-year undergraduates across disciplines.

4. Prof. Kumar framed and operationalised models under NEP 2020: the Four-Year Undergraduate
Programme with flexible structures; the Academic Bank of Credits and a national credit framework for
modular, cumulative learning; the Apprenticeship Embedded Degree Programme to embed workplace
training; the Professors of Practice route to attract professionals; large-scale teacher development through
the Malaviya Mission; and digital infrastructure, including an integrated portal for faculty recruitment. He
strengthened internationalisation via twinning, joint and dual degrees, recognition of foreign degrees, and
enabling foreign universities to set up campuses in India, alongside governance roles on national bodies in
science, telecom, culture, and space.

S. Prof. Kumar's is a Fellow of the Indian National Academy of Engineering, the National Academy of
Sciences, India and the Institution of Electronics and Telecommunication Engineers. He received IIT Delhi's
2013 Award for Excellence in Teaching, the IETE Ram Lal Wadhwa Gold Medal and the IETE Lifetime
Achievement Award. Internationally, he received the IBM Faculty Award in 2008 and the ISA-VSI
TechnoMentor Award. He has held editorial roles on IEEE Transactions on Electron Devices and IEEE
Journal of the Electron Devices Society, and is Editor-in-Chief of IETE Technical Review. He is a fitness
enthusiast and learnt Karate.
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I Rrer AT a¥ 2020 e 73Ty, MRA WRGR, B GHIET G @ raey iR uRig Renfae o
HIHSTAT TSI AR, I R1er § URUMAHE! GERI Bl WHR BRI H AU AN D o S+ S & |
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IR AT FRATTT HeTHAT Dl T IS | ST ATaoi=ih YRERT 3R ST weedr 5 gasdl, 2020 § S0
faeafaenerit Beq So™ ¥ 7eg B | 39 BRI H T W ThN hiSc 3R FARTEIIHROT dh AT o | S 9Rd
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waeT fasl, T |re a1 {1 BRIt R T Tae SR [eierd divas! Ar enfie o, sl | faemsi d et
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4. A1, HAR = TASUT 2020 & TEd Al Bl TIR 3R FATferd faa: srgdfora Axall & A1 IR I§g FIdd
PRIHH; BHISC BT ABIGHD b AR AR, FHICT AT & oY T L DiSe elar; BRIk FRIeror o
WA B & oY mifeaRiy griss &3 Hm; URIaRT & T iid a3 & oy Jfded e & HhaR; Aty e
% AT W g9 TAF R Riegd e, &k fSfiiea sraviverars o, [ dama el @ foly U Uaied died
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5. 1. AR FRARI TSR SONINT SRIGH], WRT BT I [IS ThIadl 3R gelagiad Ud REAR
ST R & e © | 7 SISl faeel] BT a9 2013 BT RIeT07 § ISPl [REDPR, ATSscls 9 el arerdT
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SHRI PRAVEEN KUMAR

Shri Praveen Kumar is a distinguished Indian para-high jumper.

2. Born on May 15", 2003 into a humble family, Shri Praveen Kumar, with one leg shorter than
the other, faced physical challenges from the very beginning. Volleyball was his first love. Despite
his physical condition, Shri Praveen discovered that he could jump and smash with exceptional
power — often outperforming his peers. This experience ignited his confidence and led him to
attempt high jump at an inter-school competition against able-bodied athletes. That moment
marked the beginning of his historic journey in para-athletics. A pivotal phase in his life began
when he met his coach, Dr. Satyapal Singh, at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium. Under structured
guidance and scientific training, Praveen was transformed from a promising youngster into an elite
international athlete.

3. Shri Praveen is currently ranked World No. 1 in Men's T44 High Jump. He is the youngest
Indian para-athlete to win a Paralympic medal and the first to secure gold in an able-bodied
national championship, breaking long-standing barriers between para and mainstream sport.
Representing India at two Paralympic Games, World Championships, the Asian Para Games, and
other major global events, he has consistently delivered medal-winning performances while setting
multiple Asian records. His inspiring story is widely shared by schools and institutions across
India, motivating children with disabilities to pursue sport and strengthening recognition from
policymakers and the media. Training at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, he not only strives for
continued excellence but also mentors emerging para-athletes and regularly visits institutions for
special children, promoting sport as a transformative force physically, emotionally and socially.

4. Shri Praveen has achieved remarkable success on the international stage, beginning with a
silver medal in the Men's High Jump T44 at the World Para Athletics Junior Championships. In the
same year, he secured 4th place at the World Para Athletics Championships, earning qualification
for the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games. He went on to claim gold at the World Para Athletics Grand
Prix with aleap of 2.05m, setting an Asian Record. At the Tokyo Paralympics, he won a silver medal
with a 2.07m jump — another Asian Record — becoming the youngest Indian para-athlete to win a
Paralympic medal. His success continued with a historic gold medal at the Paris 2024 Paralympic
Games, where he set a new Asian Record, and a gold medal at the Asian Para Games with a record-
breaking performance. Over the years, he has also been a medalist at the World Championships,
Asian Youth Para Games, IWAS World Games, and multiple Grand Prix events. In 2022, he further
redefined sporting boundaries by becoming the first Indian para-athlete to win gold in an able-
bodied national athletics championship at the Federation Cup Junior Championships, marking a
historic moment in bridging para and mainstream sport.

S. Shri Praveen's extraordinary contributions to Indian sport have earned him the nation's
highest sporting honours — the Arjuna Award in 2021 and the Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna
Award in 2024.
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IR PRI & Tl & 419 ofd T I Fell 37 &1 qraisii o drsd & | &1 WRiefis e, faeg difta=Rm,
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JTRTERT Hd TR el Aheldl BRI Pl & | ST q¥, e+ STl 2020 IRTeifUdh Wi & foru srgdr ura
HR g faea URT verelfe e SifUamRig # e I 81RYS T | S a1 I8i+ 2.05 HIeR Bl BT IR
URRITE RplS 991 gy faea URT veretfead o Wi # vl uge Siiar | Sl WRIeifUe ¥, I 2.07 HIex &l
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SHRI K. VIJAY KUMAR

Shri K. Vijay Kumar, former Director General, Central Reserve Police Force, is a specialist in team-
building for hazardous missions and small-team tactics, who introduced double-handed fast shooting
practices in India and trained IPS officers in firearms and tactics for a decade.

2. Born on 15" September, 1952, Shri K. Vijay Kumar was educated at St. Joseph's College and Madras
Christian College before joining the Indian Police Service (IPS) in 1975. He holds MA, MBA, ML, LLM, MBL, and
MPhil degrees. A second-generation police officer—his father was an Inspector—he was also selected for the
IAS in 1976 but chose to remain in the IPS. As SP of Dharmapuri (1981-83), he participated in decisive
operations that eliminated violent Naxalism from Tamil Nadu. As SP of Salem (1983-85), he transformed the
district's reputation, cracking down on organized crime and the flesh trade. From 1985 to 1990, he was among
the first officers selected for the Special Protection Group (SPG) formed to protect then Prime Minister Shri
Rajiv Gandhi. A passionate trainer, he underwent specialized courses in the United States, the former USSR,
and Europe, clearing programs completed by only two IPS officers. In 1990, he served as Deputy Leader of the
Indian Security delegation that trained the Mauritian Prime Minister's protection team.

3. Between 1991 and 1996, Shri K. Vijay Kumar raised and led the Special Security Group (SSG) to
protect Chief Minister Smt. J. Jayalalithaa during a period of heightened threat. The SSG model was later
replicated in several states, including Jammu & Kashmir. Its training wing logged over 300,000 man-hours
and established Counter-Terrorist units in 25 Tamil Nadu districts, training nearly 5,000 Inspectors and Sub-
Inspectors in advanced tactics and firearms.

4. As IG, Madurai (1997-98), Shri K. Vijay Kumar restored normalcy across nine southern districts
during severe caste clashes that claimed 75 lives, using calibrated and field-led policing. As IG, BSF in
Kashmir (1998-2001), he commanded nearly 50,000 personnel during the Kargil War and the peak of fidayeen
attacks, leaving behind one of the Force's strongest operational records.

5o As Commissioner of Chennai (2001-03), Shri K. Vijay Kumar reformed crime control practices,
cracked down on organized gangs, enhanced public safety and reduced road fatalities by 40%. From 2003 to
2004, he headed the Special Task Force that ended the two-decade manhunt for brigand Veerappan through
intelligence-driven operations and innovative training methods.

6. As Additional DG (Law & Order), Tamil Nadu (2006-08), Shri K. Vijay Kumar strengthened public
safety strategies. As Director of the National Police Academy (2008-10), he created the Tactics Wing after the
26/11 Mumbai attacks and institutionalized the Mid-Career Training Programme (MCTP) in collaboration
with global universities including Cambridge and South Wales.

7. Shri K. Vijay Kumar was appointed as DG, CRPF (2010-12) after the Dantewada Maoist attack. He
revitalized morale, modernized training and operations, emphasized welfare, and secured long-pending cadre
reforms. From 2013 to 2018, he served as Senior Security Adviser (MHA) on Left Wing Extremism, a period that
saw a 30% decline in Maoist violence. As Adviser to the Governor of Jammu & Kashmir (2018-20), he played a
key role during the pre- and post-Article 370 phases, ensuring firm security management without fatal police
firings. He continued as SSA (2020-22) on LWE and J&K affairs, and from 2023 to 2025 chaired a national
committee to modernize police training curricula. He authored the bestseller “Veerappan: Chasing the
Brigand” (2017) and is currently working on two books.

8. Shri K. Vijay Kumar is recipient of the President's Police Medals for Gallantry and Distinguished

Service.
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3. TY 1991 3R 1996 B 419, # B. AT HAR T GIHAT #1HN Sl SIS IR 9 TR DI &I §Y D! GRel & oy
IRy FReT W (THUHSH) BT TSH B SABT IJcd (63T | TATHS AlSel Bl 91 H, STRI—heHR AfRd &8 Tl H Qe 14T |
@ TfRTeToT fT =1 300,000 ¥ 31fE 57 € SN fhy oIt Aferirg @ 25 f7all # sdmara—ell sahrsar Imfid - I+1d o
3IR ST H T 5,000 PRIt 3R Iu—FRierep T wfRrer faar |

4, HGRS & HBIRIETD (I 1997—98) & wU H, 31 &, fASTd HAR 71 TR SR Honi & R, f5TGH 75 AR &1 9 88,
DTS 3R Wles—Iqcd drell GITRRT BT SUINT PR 1 <feroll el H A R g8Td B | SR H JI0ATH § Hel-RIed
(1998—2001) & %Y #, =M HRATA Jg IR BeRiF el & a9 FHY & QIRTT ST 50,000 HIRAT BT HAA FHIel iR
TATH H T IP AR Y& Tarerd Repie i fa |

5. TS B MY (T 2001—03) & ®Y #, & &. AT FAR 7 R F=0r wfevell # GurR fovan, |fed FARE w) Fad
DA, AT GRE GSTs AR TSh GecTA H 8 g H 40% DI HHI Ts | a9 2003 I 2004 TP, I8/ (429 BRI T BT e
fra ST ST T—aford ATl iR Farar) ufiefor fAfeRIf & #reas 9 <1 276 b e Re! AR B Wlol FHTG B (T |

6. 3R HETCEID (T AR e, AAeTg (@ 2006—08) & WU H, 571 . faST HAR 7 ATeISI( b GR&T BRI Al Bl
gge o | I gforT sfaTedl & eerd (9 2008—10) & WU H, I/ 26 /11 §ds ¥l & dT& UM (37 I1T 3R Hffgrst
3R T3 dev AfRd Afkas faafdeneri & aganT 9 fAie—aReR ST URm (TR &1 vemTd faar |

7. SAATST ARIETE! 89cl @ a8 1 &, Ao AR BT Aeasd, WARUNE @ 2010—12) g fHar m@r| =i
GREATHIR & TGS Pl gAonifad fom, FfRIerr 3R Fare o1 SfFraianxor fa, demr iR SR fea 3k o9 99 | faare=
Het el GeR BT | 99 2013 7 2018 Teb, S8i+ amuedl IUATE WR IR YReM AABHR (T8 HAT) S w0 H BRI 67| 39
arafdy # Airard & # 30% 1 & <l T | T IR HIHR & TSI & FATRHR (G 2018—20) & WU H, I_I+ HIcieh Gford
TMeAaRT & I 58 JRe Hee YHARad $d gU 3968 370 ¥ Ugd IR a8 & R0 & IINH U Aedqul AT 1S | 9
qruel] ITATE IR STRI—HTHR AFE! IR ARG GRET AARHR (@Y 2020—22) & WU H BRI H Iz, 3R I a9 2023 I 2025
T Gferd UfIeToT UTG=Ishy &l JMEAds 9+ & folg Ueh ISR AT a1 7eeqd o1 | S8iv dRedelR dRw+: AT 7 faifs
(2017) A G fordl SR aeiA # 1 g fora 2 € |

8. 37 &, faTa AR BT dRar 3iiR fafdre a1 & forg rgufa g1 gfors uges & wwifad fosam 1 |
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SHRI SHRIRANG DEVBA LAD

Shri Shrirang Devba Lad is a famous agriculturist, who is known for his
exceptional contribution to rural development, sustainable agriculture and social work
as the father of cotton technology, a motivator of farmer-centric agricultural
innovation.

2. Born on 1% January, 1947, in Malsonna village, District, Parbhani, Shri Lad
completed his college education at Shitaji College, Parbhani. After completing his inter-
arts education, he worked as a Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh pracharak from 1969 of
Sillod, Bhokardan, Kannada, Jalna talukas. He started working in the Sambhajinagar
district from 1975. During the Emergency, he worked underground to create social
awareness. He is the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh Pracharak. He is Kshetra
Sanghatana Mantri and All India Executive Member of Bharatiya Kisan Sangh.

3. Shri Lad is also known for his research and invention in agriculture. He invented
new technology in cotton cultivation which was used by farmers in all cotton producing
states of India. He had done research work in Jawar and Tur (Cajanus cajan) to
optimise the yield in the field of Good Agriculture Practices. Due to his continuous
research in the field of agriculture, there has been increase in production, especially in
the production of cotton. In normal practice, farmers were getting a yield of 5-6 quintal
of cotton per acre. His cotton technology resulted in a significant increase in the
production of 25 to 30 quintals per acre. In the jowar crop, farmers were getting yield of
5 to 6 quintals of jowar. His techniques have enhanced the production of jowar to about
25 to 30 quintals per acre. His techniques are evaluated by CICR Central Cotton
Research Institute, Nagpur. He is the first farmer in the country to become a member
of the committee of the CICR Institute and also a committee member of Doordarshan.

4. Shri Lad was honoured with the degree of Doctor of Science (Honorary) from
Vasantrao Naik Agricultural University in December, 2025. He was hounoured by
socially significant Shri Guruji Puraskar from Jankalyan Samiti at Maharashtra in the
year 2026.
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SHRI ANKEGOWDA M ""'-_'!i

Shri Ankegowda M is a renowned bibliophile and knowledge conservator from
Pandavapura Taluk, Mandya District, Karnataka, who has devoted his entire life to the
preservation, collection, and free public dissemination of books.

2. Born on 8" January, 1949 in Chinakuruli village, Pandavapura Taluk, Karnataka,
Shri Ankegowda holds a Master's degree in Kannada Literature. He served as a Time
Officer at Pandavapura Sahakara Sakkare Karkane Ltd. (PSSK Ltd.) for 32 years and opted
for voluntary retirement in 2005. From his college days, he nurtured a deep passion for
reading and collecting books, which gradually transformed into a lifelong mission of
national importance. Over a period of nearly five decades, he has created one of the largest
private personal book collections in the world, making a significant and unique
contribution to the promotion of education, literature, and cultural heritage in India.

S Shri Ankegowda has personally collected more than 20 lakh books over the last
50 years, using his entire personal earnings for this purpose. His collection includes
books in Kannada, English, Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, and several other Indian languages,
covering diverse subjects such as literature, history, art, culture, philosophy,
spiritualism, music, geography, science, and social sciences. The collection is
preserved at his residence, popularly known as “Pustakada Mane” (House of Books),
which functions as a free public library. The library is open free of cost to students,
researchers, competitive examination aspirants, and the general public, thereby
promoting inclusive access to knowledge irrespective of socio-economic background.

4. Shri Ankegowda manages this vast collection without any paid staff, with
support only from his family. He continues to expand the collection even today and
resides within the same premises, dedicating his entire life to the upkeep and
safeguarding of books. His contribution is unparalleled in the field of knowledge
preservation and public education. His life exemplifies selfless service, simplicity, and
unwavering commitment to the dissemination of knowledge.

S Recognizing the exceptional scale and public value of his work, Shri Ankegowda
has received several honours, including the Karnataka Rajyotsava Award (2014) and
recognition by the Limca Book of Records (2017) for his extraordinary personal book
collection. The Government of Karnataka has also extended infrastructural support to
accommodate the growing collection, acknowledging the societal importance of his
lifelong service.
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HR BU I HUE BT FHARIINSIT B & [Ty JTARAAHS FETIAT ¥l U D & |
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PROFESSOR (DR.) SAROJ MANDAL

Professor (Dr.) Saroj Mandal, MBBS, MD (Med), DM (Cardio), FRCP (Edinburgh), FRCP (Glasgow),
FACC (USA), FSCAI (USA), is an eminent Interventional Cardiologist, educator, and healthcare leader
from Kolkata.

2. Born on 15" September, 1967, Professor (Dr.) Mandal received his MBBS degree from the
University of Calcutta in 1993, followed by post-graduation in Paediatrics in 1998 and Medicine in 2001.
He pursued DM (Cardiology) from IPGMER and SSKM Hospital. His professional career began as
Registrar in Medicine at CMC Vellore and later Ramkrishna Seva Mission Pratishthan & VIMS, Kolkata.
He joined IPGMER & SSKM Hospital as Clinical Tutor in 2002. He holds the position of senior
Interventional Cardiologist at Woodland Multispecialty Hospital. As Professor & Unit Head of Cardiology
at IPGMER & SSKM Hospital with an illustrious career spanning 35 years, he has excelled in Intervention
Cardiology for over 25 years, illuminating the medical landscape of Eastern India.

3. Professor (Dr.) Mandal is a visionary healthcare leader, he founded Krishnaya Institute Cardiac &
Fetal Sciences (KICFS) in Kolkata in 2022, offering subsidised cardiac care accessible and affordable to
thousands. He donates his remuneration to the hospital's welfare trust, ensuring every penny serves the
underserved. His philanthropy extends to Nepalgunj Pailan Kolkata, where he's establishing a
community-based cardiovascular unit, this initiative, built on his decade-long service through hundreds
of free medical camps, is a model for public health innovation. He spearheaded the Tele Cardiology
STEMI Programme in West Bengal, delivering timely cardiac interventions to thousands of rural hearts.
He contributed to drafting Hypertension and Type II Diabetes Protocols for the Government of West
Bengal and Emergency Cardiology Management Guidelines.

4. Professor (Dr.) Mandal has served over 600,000 patients in OPD over 35 years, and independently
performed and supervised 50,000 coronary angiograms, 15,000 angioplasties, 15,000 pacemaker device
implantations and 5000 valve micro-surgery procedures. He holds the distinction of having performed a
significant number of pacemaker device implantations globally and a record of 22 pacemaker device
implantations in a single day. Most part this service was dedicated to undeserved unprivileged people of
the country. He has over 100 publications, 15 chapters contribution in books and editorial contributions
in 6 books. As a professor-teacher, he has been mentoring and educating generations of MBBS, MD, and
DM students, serving as an examiner and thesis guide for MD (Medicine), DM /DNB Cardiology courses
and this has played a pivotal role in shaping the careers of future leaders in Medicine & Cardiology over
the decades.

S. Professor (Dr.) Mandal has been conferred numerous awards, honorary diplomas and fellowships
by esteemed medical societies in India and abroad, including: Fellowship of Indian College of Physicians-
FICP in 2013, European Society of Cardiology-FESC in 2013, Society for Coronary Angiography &
Intervention-FSCAI, USA in 2014, Asian Pacific Society of Interventional Cardiology-FAPSIC in 2015,
American College of Cardiology-FACC in 2015, Cardiology Society of India-FCSIin 2017, Royal College of
Physicians of Glasgow-FRCP in 2018, Royal College of Physicians of Edinburg-FRCP in 2022. His notable
awards include Decade's Best Doctor from Krishnanagar West Bengal, Mother Teresa International
Award from Dubai-UAE (2025), and Leading Interventional Cardiologist & Philanthropist by Time Group

(twice).
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AR (BF) FRIS Aed, TAdETE, THel (AfSdd), S (@IS, THARHA (TRear), TwhamRwindt (versr),
UHUART (JUHT), THUFHITRITS (JUHT), DIl & Udh IR §eaeHd diisaraiore, e iR wred &3 # aproft
fthed ¢ |
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T&TH HRAT 8 | I8 YT UIRSAAE SRUATA & HeT0T SRE B & el 2, MR I8 HAad ot 2 s & U1 9 dfyat oo war
Bl | ITD] WRIYHRI HaT U Sl Ul DITBIl b UGl &, S18] I8 U ARTI—3TTETRA PIISATITHAR AT BT AT PR
T T, 39 U Bl MR Ahel gud fafdedr RIfaRl & wreaw 9 S9! U 9 @idl |aT 2, Sl 1ol w@Red qaraR &
oy v Afsd & | I=iv ufad dTel # Cofl HIfSaATelioll THCISUARNTS HIRISH &I qed b, fords A1 3 goRl IrroT
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G BT TRT TS & | 59 HaT BT AT A1 <21 & Giawn [ afer o &1 Faftd o | S=IH 100 9 31f¥d Jhrer],
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3R NRYT MTge P ©U F JaT B B & 3R 597 BT I Rifbedr iR wifsaraiiol § ¥fdsy & ARiew! & HRIR BT 3THR 5
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5. AIHER (S1.) Hed BT WRA iR fa<=n 3 gfiftsd fafhear GRecT gRT $8 REPR, AFe ST 3R Bl 4
|AAT e T 2, O - o 2013 # $fea it 3ifth RRRFA—Thamgdd @ halfi, 9 2013 # FRIUTT FrATs!
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qRIPBRI H FOTTIR, UREH dTeT & S P IS SIey, Gas—JUs H HEX AT ST 37aTe (2025) 3R TgH YU
ERT ST Sexdea wIfsAraione Ud fherenfiRe (37 9rR) enfie € |
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PROF. BUDDHA RASHMI MANI

Prof. Buddha Rashmi Mani is the former Director General of the National Museum,
New Delhi, and Vice Chancellor of the Indian Institute of Heritage, Government of India. He
is widely recognized across the world as one of the finest excavators, art critic, epigraphist,
and numismatist, whose multi-faceted expertise in the field of Archaeology has brought
about a paradigm shift in understanding India's past.

2. Born on 17" April, 1955, Prof. Mani received his Bachelor of Arts in 1974 and Master
of Arts in 1976, standing first class first at Banaras Hindu University, and was awarded the
B.H.U. Gold Medal and Altekar Gold Medal. In 1980, he received his Ph.D. degree from
B.H.U. on the topic Life in the Kushan Age. From 1978 to 1984, he taught at Banaras Hindu
University and the Central Institute of Higher Tibetan Studies, Sarnath, after which he was
selected by the UPSC to join as Deputy Superintending Archaeologist in the Archaeological
Survey of India.

3. Prof. Mani served in the Archaeological Survey of India from 1984 to 2015 in various
capacities, including Dy. SA, SA, Director, Jt. DG and ADG. In 2016, the Government of
India appointed him as Director General of the National Museum and Vice Chancellor of the
National Museum Institute, which was renamed in 2023 as the Indian Institute of Heritage.
He retired in April, 2025.

4. While working in the Archaeological Survey of India, Prof. Mani conserved about 150
centrally protected monuments in Maharashtra, Goa, Delhi and Jammu & Kashmir and
discovered around 200 archaeological sites. He directed 20 excavations, including Ayodhya
(Shri Ram Janmabhoomi), Kapilavastu, Rajghat, Sarnath. Siswania, Sankisa, Lal Kot,
Kanishkapur and Ambaran. His excavations at Ayodhya provided evidence to settle the
long-pending court case on the site. As DG of the National Museum, he also excavated two
sites, Kunal and Kurdi.

S Prof. Mani has authored six books, about 200 research papers and 15 edited
volumes, besides editing the Puratattva and Purapravaha journals of the Indian
Archaeological Society for more than a decade. He has led archaeological missions abroad
and represented Indian delegations in many Asian, American and European countries,
including participation in National and International conferences. Eight Ph.D. scholars
have received their degrees under his guidance and two are currently pursuing Ph.D. under
his supervision. Presently, he serves as Vice-Chairman of the Indian Archaeological Society
and as Professor of Practice, he is the Head of the Department of Archaeology at the Indian
Institute of Heritage.
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SHRI NILESH VINODCHANDRA
MANDLEWALA

Shri Nilesh Vinodchandra Mandlewala, popularly known as the Organ Man of India, is widely
respected as one of the most committed and influential advocates of organ donation in the country. As the
Founder of Donate Life, he has played a vital role in strengthening awareness and acceptance of cadaveric
organ donation in Gujarat and across India.

2. Born on 19" April, 1965, Shri Mandlewala's association with this humanitarian mission began with
a deeply personal experience that shaped his life's direction. His father suffered kidney failure and required
dialysis twice every week. Witnessing his father's physical discomfort and emotional struggle, he realized
that thousands of families across India endure similar suffering each year because of the severe shortage of
organs for transplantation. Instead of allowing personal grief to remain a private burden, he transformed it
into a lifelong commitment dedicated to saving lives and supporting families facing similar crises.

3. In 2005, at a time when awareness about organ donation in India was extremely limited and
surrounded by misconceptions, ignorance and fear, Shri Mandlewala initiated an organ donation
awareness movement. His work began with promoting cadaveric kidney donation in 2006 and gradually
expanded to include awareness regarding donation of liver, heart, lungs, pancreas, intestines, hands,
bones and other tissues. His dedication and credibility earned him recognition as an important contributor
to public health awareness, leading to his appointment as a Member of the State Advisory Committee for
Organ and Tissue Transplantation from 2019 to 2021.

4. Shri Mandlewala's long-term vision is that by 2047, no citizen should lose life because of the non-
availability of organs. To achieve this goal, he has travelled extensively across India for more than two
decades to promote awareness. He has used creative and emotionally engaging methods to connect with
people from diverse backgrounds. He composed the song “Angdaan Karle Re Maanav Tu Ishvar Ban Jayega”
and produced the short film “KAAYA - The Mission of Life,” both of which have significantly contributed to
public awareness and inspired individuals to pledge their organs.

S. Shri Mandlewala has played an important role in educating society about brain death and helping
families understand the significance of organ donation during emotionally challenging moments. He has
personally counselled numerous grieving families and worked closely with doctors, hospitals, NGOs, and
volunteers to facilitate organ donation. His efforts have helped Surat earn recognition as the “Organ Donor
City,” establishing it as an inspiring model for other regions in India. Despite facing social resistance,
misconceptions, logistical challenges and infrastructural limitations, he has continued his mission with
patience, compassion, and remarkable determination.

6. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Shri Mandlewala continued counselling families of brain-dead
patients in hospitals, contributing to the donation of more than 200 organs and tissues. Overall, his
initiatives have helped facilitate 1371 successful organs and tissue donations, giving new life to 1263
recipients and hope to their families. Guided by the philosophy of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,” his work
has benefited patients from countries including UAE, Ukraine, Russia, Sudan, Yemen, and Bangladesh.

7. Shri Mandlewala's has been honoured with over 70 awards including “Gujarat Garima Award”-
highest civilian award of Government of Gujarat.
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TRA & I A9 & wU H b 21 e fadie<s Arseiare & <3 § e & e Ufddg 3R JAaemel
FAD] H I U JAS FHIT @R & WY H ST ST & | ST AlgH & ALRAUD D WY ¥, I8/ ok AR IY
9IRA # 219 ITEH & IR H SIRRedhdl 3R 6 AT Wi ®I gge a9 # Aecayol it e 2|

2 19 3T, 1965 BT ST 41 HISeIdTell BT $H AFARI AT & AT Je@ UH X AfhITd 39d 9 Yo gall
R I S B I DI JATBR AT | I77eb AT BT [ BT [ABET BT AHAT HIAT Ul 3R I© 8% T8 &l IR
SAfARTA B 3ragaerdr gl of | 31U+ fUdT o7 ARINS Tehelith 3R WS FHY Pl <@ 8, S7o U™ g3l fdh
IRA WX H BRI URAR TR & foTQ 3T BI SIS HHI & BRI B Y ¥ A¥8 & B Fed o | ARhId §3F Bl
U ol 9187 999 X8+ &5 & 99T, Sl 39 Sfia+ 991 3R FHIE Ahel BT AT B dTel URART BT T8ANT B B
31U v Afud sl fdagdr ¥ 9 fear |

3. Ty 2005 ¥, ST ART H TG & TR H STTwebdT 3Tcic AN o7 311R T EROTRAT, ST 3R 9 4 o g5
ofl, 1) HiSelaTell = 3TET & Hfdl SITHehdT Malel Yo [bAT | ST AT 99 2006 H 79 {11 &7 DI 9g1dT a1 B
A1 Y 83T AR IR—IR foreR, g3, B, AN, A, BT, BTN 3R 3 HAb! & M & IR H SITRd
BT T [IRATRT 83T | ITab] (180T 1R fATqA-IIaT 1 I8 ATeiot~1dh WY SIFTadhal] H Ueh HeedqUl INTQehdl &
w0 | 7T T, RO S8 99 2019 ¥ 9¥ 2021 T 31T 3R Hdd TIRIYY B oIV 15T AATEhR AT & I
& wU ¥ g favar T |

4. £ HiSeHdTeT BT STHBIeId Ao I8 © b ¥ 2047 T (BT A ARTRS BT 31T BT FJUARIIT B BRI AU S 7
TG T | 9 6T DT UT B B folY, S SIRRadhdl Bl AT o & ol T STehi I At FHI I TN 9Rd H ATID
U A A D 2 | o [~ IqfHdT & AR A o1 & (ol TS IR HIGIHSD WU I by UGl BT SuANT fHar
2| I “3FTE Bxet ¥ AFG J ST I ST I BT T B 3R oY e “Hram — & e 3ifth s &1 far fovar,
QT 1 IS ST el H Haedqol ANTaT T SR AT T 31U+ 311 T &9 R & forg IR fhar |

5. 1 FSATe = AR G & IR H FATST b RIET R 3R AaHS WU | AR &0 & SR YRR
DI M & HET B T H 7eE B 7 weayol YAt 18 7 | S=F afthTd ®U & &8 9 daxd aRaRl &
RS AT B 31 TR Bl G 991 & forg Sfaex, Jrudrall, IR AREHRI Te-1 iR WIHadl & A fAdas wr
T 2 | 3918 Tl =1 XA I "SI SR RIS & ®U § ATl T -1 | 78S 3l o, 1A I8 IR & o &l &
ATHAT B & qTao]a, Bl 8, HHUI 3R Ieeld1d §¢ Heped & T2l AU e SR 3@ 2 |

6. PIfdS—19 ASFRI & IR, 21 FiSerdTell 1 SR H HRED Tl JARTAT & TRART DT ORI <1 SIRY @, forad
200 3 31D T 3R SrcTebi &b T H ANTE BT | ol MAeAThR, Ih! gl 1 1371 B T IR i & B Jiaem Ha
PR H HGE D &, FSTAH 1263 HTIebclial Dl 1T Sia fAell & 3R Se URART T el f7ell & | “agia ey g i
URT BIhR, I7d B = YUs, Jeo-, o, e, TAT IR IR AfRd <2 & AMAT Dl AT fhar g |

7. 3 ST BT TORTT FARBR D A ied ARTRSD JREBR ORI TRAT REBR " F2d 70 A 31D REBRI I
I fpar T g |
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DR. MAHENDRA KUMAR MISHRA (-

Dr. Mahendra Kumar Mishra is a linguist, folklorist and educationist who has dedicated
more than four decades to preserving endangered tribal voices while embedding them in modem
pedagogy, earning global acclaim for voicing the Indian knowledge system embedded in tribal and
rural population of India. He has promoted many tribal organisations and youths for promotion of
tribal language, culture and education for tribal development.

2. Born on 1% April, 1952, in a tribal district Kalahandi, Dr. Mishra pursued his studies in
Sambalpur University and received the degree of PhD in 1987. He joined as Assistant Director in
Directorate of Elementary Education in Government of Odisha and served as the State Coordinator
for Education of Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Castes in which he focussed on Tribal
Multilingual Education.

3. Dr. Mishra's cornerstone contribution lies in multilingual education (MLE), where he has
invigorated tribal language and culture as tools for learning. Leading initiatives at the state
government of Odisha, he spearheaded MLE programs in 21 tribal languages (1996-2012), further
expanding to Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Rajasthan, and Assam through
Language and Learning Foundation, New Delhi. His transformative teacher training program
'Rupantar’' equips educators to deliver primary education in mother tongues, fostering school-
community linkages that integrate local knowledge. These efforts, aligned with, UNESCO, NCERT
and NEP 2020, bridge cultural gaps, boosting literacy and retention in tribal schools— as detailed in
his book Erai Erai: Multilingual Education in Tribal Schools of India (2023).

4, As an enthusiastic scholar of tribal oral traditions, Dr. Mishra has preserved rich folklore
through seminal works like Oral Epics of Kalahandi (2007), Saora Tales and Songs (2005), Paharia
Oral Tradition (2021), and Ramkatha in Oral Tradition of Odisha (2025). He has translated global
epics like Finland's Kalevala into Odia. His efforts safeguard cosmology, myths, oral epics, and
songs from Odisha's tribes—Gond, Santali, Kondh, Paharia, Saora, Banjara and others—infusing
them into curricula of primary education to higher education to make education culturally resonant.
He is the member of Language Development Board, Centre of Tribal Oral Literature, and Committee for
translation of Constitution of India in scheduled languages, in Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi.

S. Internationally, Dr. Mishra has advised Nepal's MLE policy, lectured at China's CASS;
Hanyang University, South Korea; Thailand's Mahidol University, and Russia's Academy of
Sciences, and collaborated with UNESCO in Bangladesh representing the culture of India. Through
Sahitya Akademi affiliations, he ensures safeguarding of non-scheduled languages and oral
tradition.

6. Dr. Mishra has been honoured with several awards which includes the UNESCO's
International Mother Language Award in 2023 (first Indian to get this award); Veer Shankar Shah
Raghunath Shah Award (2009) from Madhya Pradesh; the Kalevala Award (2002) from Finland and
the Odisha Sahitya Akademi Award (1999).
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SI. e HAR H%1 T HIWIfAg, dAldbamerfag iR Ruenfag 8, R q@ury e sl Bl JAEfra
FRrefremes # 2MfieT BRd gU STd! JATATSl] Bl ERIETT DR & [T IR S2DT I Af&h A FAUd a1 8, AR qRT
BT SIS qIT YO JATETEl 7 SfAffed ARG S oMl T 3fdrel o o fory dfRaes gRiar AAfSid ol 8 | S8
anfeardt faer & forg anfeardy waT, vphar 3R e o ggrar <= 2q o8 nfeardy Wirsr iR Jarit ol erar f3ar 2 |

2. 1 39, 1952 BT BIATEIS] b Teb 3fTfaardl fSTel H ST, SF. 481 7 ATAYR fa=afdenerd ¥ Uil ygTs ol AR
Ty 1987 H UIU=e] @1 ST U<t B | 98 NS TRBR 3 RS Rierr ey # Aere Feed & w9 H 2nfid gv
IR T STl 3R T el &1 Riem & forg sy w9aad & WU H B 6, R =i
SIS agT! et IR e fad B |

3. <. 51 o1 AEaget AN agTd et (THTers) H 2T ©, Siet SRl snfearsi Wi iR A¥pf a1 Wik
T TUBRYT & WU H GAGiad [HAT | AN 59 TR H 0 Ugell & BRYI, Soivl 21 ATl Ao
(1996—2012) H THYETS HIRIHHI BT ~IJcd (BT, TAT I1& H TSl U8 ANT BISSIH, 78 [aeell & AEIH H BTG,
HE Ya¥l, ARG, IR AR FFH 15 § IHHT fIR T | ST uRac-epRl Riere Tfiefor drimpd wuidR’
I 9 BT Yblhdl DR dlel Ihol—AGaI IS Fadl Bl gerdl gl g, RIeTehl Bl AT H wreifies fRiem gam
PR D [T TR BRAT © | FrRDT, TSRS IR UASYT 2020 & A1 T[S I AT, Wk RIS Bl UIed s,
SAERAT P FSTaT Tl & 3R AMardl Whell # UIERY $I 91T &d & — il b Sd! Jd 338 338: WRd &
TSI Tl 5 agTd! e (2023) # faedR | affia 2|

4. el AIRI® IRURTRA & Udh IcATe! f[AgH & wU H, S, 8T 7 Bregie! & AIRIS AeTdTed (2007), ARIRT
T TS |9 (2005), TRIFSAT 3R ¢S (2021), 31K NS &1 3R SfEeM # IHBAT (2025) S HAiferd Hraf
D A W TG ABDHATS Bl TRIET (AT 2 | S [heTels & BIoidiall I dfiqds AeTHIed] T JAMSAT H 3Fars
T 2 | 378 Tl §IRT AT BT STSTAl — TS, HATeHl, Pie, TTRSAT, AIRT, ISIRT 1R 31 — B Falie—dae!
ARSI, URTOG ST, HIRgd AsTdhra, Ud fIdl BT HRev f&Har ST &1 8, T RIef o1 Apiad w0 q
A1fH I TG I8 WIATHG A I RMel a% & UIeash | Yol fhdl I YeT & | 98 A1y SiahreHl, 5 ool #
AT I 91, SIS AIRgd e dg AR T[T AR § YR & AL & 3ars & foy JAfd &
A B |

5. AR TR OR, S, {81 7 qu1eT ) vAvers i & v Fetrg €1 2, 94 & iveded; g faafdemery,
TI&T BIRAT, ATEcls DI ATl JFARTST IR T BT YhsH! AT ATZHS H AR 3T 7, 3R qieAQel #§ 9Rd
BT ApIT BT ARG A Y TARDT & A1 AT 6T | AR IbTeH) Hagar & AR |, 98 IR—gfad
AT9TRTT 37R AIRadh IRURT @l GReT GHad & 2 |

6. ST 151 B BE REBRI F TR [HIT AT © FTHH JpT BT 2023 H AR ATTHINT JREBR (RIBR
T -1 dTel T ARAY); Hed Ul | IR TR TS TS ATE GRIBR (2009); fhTefs | HIciarel GREHR (2002),

3R SIS A FBTEHT YRIBR (1999) TMHA ¢ |
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SMT. TRIPTI MUKHERJEE

Smt. Tripti Mukherjee is a famous artist of Kantha Stich embroidery.

2. Born on 28" April, 1966, Smt. Mukherjee exhibited creativity par excellence since
her childhood. As expected, she started to show her creative bent for Kantha stitch.
Drawing inspiration from her mother's works, she started to try her hands on with fabric
and thread and in no time, it turned into her only passion. Every piece that she has created
to date speaks of her cultural past. Her knowledge of 37 years' experience and gives a
preview of her future. She has created income opportunities for rural women with the help
of her knowledge. She has taught many batches of women helping them start their own
sewing work.

3. Smt. Mukherjee has set up a training center in Suri where she teaches the local
marginalized women the art of kantha stitch saree embroidery and making various types of
wall hangings bed sheets stoles and dupattas. By showcasing their handicrafts in various
government sponsored exhibitions and melas they can even make money as and when their
products are sold.

4. Smt. Mukherjee teaches the local marginalized women the art of kantha stitch saree
embroidery and making various types of wall hangings, bed sheets, stoles and dupattas.
Showcasing their handicrafts in various government sponsored exhibitions and melas
provides regular income to the women who were previously unemployed or in jobs with
harder work and lower pay.

S In February 2017, Smt. Mukherjee visited Birmingham, U.K to represent West Bengal.
This project was sponsored by the Government of India. Along with showcasing her own work she
also demonstrated how the art is done for the participants. This initiative was highly applauded in
Birmingham. This added one more feather to her cap. She visited Tokyo, Japan to represent India
for live demonstration and promotion of Indian handicrafts. This project was organized by Export
Promotion Council for Handicrafts, Ministry of Textiles, Government of India at 14 India Trend
fair from 23 July to 25 July, 2025. There she achieved the certificate from Embassy of India, Tokyo
Japan. Last year, she presented as a resource person for Interaction with Hon'ble Prime Minister
of India Shri Narendra Modi at the event of Craft Demonstration Cum Awareness Programme
Bharat TEX 2025, at Bharat Mandapam, Pragati Maidan, New Delhi.

6. Smt. Mukherjee is the recipient of numerous awards and honours such as National
Award Certificate in 2010 and Shilp Guru Award in 2016 by the Ministry of Textiles,
Government of India. Her work has also been acknowledged by the Government of West
Bengal by conferring on her Bangashree Award in 2017.
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Sl T Etl A1 FeE B UE UG HADR 2 |

2 28 3T, 1966 DT ST, ST RISl BT TAATHBAT U 3 &1 IFTe off | T@arTfae U 3, i
HAT Red 9T U T UR=T <1 Y5 DR QAT | 37U AT BT BeAThicrd] F IR AR I HUs AR
IRl 1S Y 1 3R S@d &1 SFd I8 IADT UHA A 949 7 | TSl TP 9D gIRT 918 &< Hidt
SD! ARGIID ORI DI T & | 37 8T BT IADT A I 9IS B 3Teidh Q@I & | /I 370+
M & 9o W Y07 AfREIsi & foly 3 & TR Jiord Y 2 | I=i s Afectiall Bl Riclls &1 $14
RIETeHR I U1 Y& HT BT IH T H 7SS DI 7 |

3. S HRIoT -1 R | Qb ARIET Sg fud fhar &, S8l J I dfa Afgarei o werm Rea
AR HETs 3R A= TR & dfet 2R, Je3iie, TId 3R gUe I & Hall Rl 8 | ARBRIT JTaToTd
faff=1 geeifal &R Al # 3109 ST BT Uee| BRe d 31U STl B fash! B9 TR T 41 31T Hx
Th B |

4. A gl e i Afeersll B B Barg iR A= JeR ® e SR, deeiie, e 3ik
gUS I DI Dol AT RE! & | ARBRI Ao A= ge=ifral iR #all H# S sxiRed &l Jaeid
HRD, I S AfRII31 DI (AT 3T & IaER U Bl & Ol Ugel SRISHTR of AT Hpic ufRsd ik &H

Jd drell Atp AT H B off |

5. TRENI 2017 ¥, s gl A uf¥es et &1 9fafa a3 & ford aftem, e &1 <RT fhar | a8
HIoTde YR ORGR GIRT TTAIRTT o7 | 319 0 & BT BT G2 B & A—1 S8 Uiy &r
g A1 SR {5 ®ell & & | {59 UbR BRI b SIrdm 2 | 9¥e H 39 Usdl o 980 918 g8 | 399
ID! SUARAT H T R IUATY TS TS | I5i+ ARATI SIS & YeeT Y 3R YR & ol /R
BT URIMTEE &R gU SIRN, ST &1 SRT 6T | I diolae IRA IRBR & 9 AT DI FRIed
fFrafd Haes uRye gRT 23 | 25 JATS, 2025 T AT 14d 3FEAT T Hel H AT b 11 o7 | a8t
I I, SITAT Rerd ARG SATdT | JH10T U5 9T 8971 | fUsel a¥, S8l WIRd HsuH, WTid #aTH, s
faeel & T fRred Ueeie W8 SITReddl BRIshH R <o a8 2025 & GIRTE YRT & AT JeT=TH01
sl NG HIGl & A1 [aTg B gy Yo [de9sl & WY H IR &l |

6. S HESl Bl 37T QREDPRI AR ! A Faroll 77 2, fTH a9 2010 H ISR YRIBR TATOTIH
3R g9 2016 H HRT TRBR & I HATI gRT R [ REDR AMA © | e 17l ARPpR 7 A1 ay
2017 ¥ I8 7N GRIBR A FHATT B IAD BT Dl AT D |
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SHRI HARIMADHAB
MUKHOPADHYAY (POSTHUMOUS)

Shri Harimadhab Mukhopadhyay was a legendary Indian theatre director, playwright, and
actor.

2. Born on 3™ April, 1941 in Balurghat, the district head quarter of South Dinajpur district of West
Bengal, Shri Mukhopadhyay's journey as a theatre practitioner of significant repute, had been a
fascinating one. His life had been a true testimony of what herculean persistence, unwavering
dedication and fierce commitment to one's passion can accomplish despite the toughest of odds and
infrastructural constraints. Though attracted to the magic of performative aits since his childhood, tryst
with serious theatre eventually blossomed during his student and professional life in Kolkata from 1958
to 1967. During those eventful years, he experienced the pioneering works of the doyens of Bengali
Theatre like Shri Sambhu Mitra, Shri Bijan Bhattacharya, Shri Utpal Dutt, Shri Ajitesh Bandyopadhyay
among many others. His sense of understanding and appreciation of theatrical nuances were
immensely influenced by the varied methods of productions, adopted by these stalwarts. Shortly after
his return to Balurghat, Shri Mukhopadhyay joined as a lecturer in Commerce in Balurghat College and
established the theatre group- Triteertha in 1969 along with the active support and cooperation of some
spirited like-minded individuals. He was unanimously chosen as the director of the newly formed group.

3. Over the course of the next five long decades, Shri Mukhopadhyay directed and acted in over
sixty productions for Triteertha. Notable among them were Natyakarer Sandhane Chhati Charitra, Teen
Biggani, Manjari Aamer Manjari, Bhangapat, Debi Garjan, Galileo, Jwal, Debangshi, Bichhan (Hindi),
Mantrasakti, Patrasuddhi, Matritantrik, Pimama, Raktakarabi and many more. These productions of
diverse genres, staged multiple times across West Bengal and beyond in cities like New Delhi, Lucknow,
Varanasi, Patna gathered widespread critical acclaim and firmly cemented Shri Mukhopadhyay's
stature as a theatre director/actor to reckon with.

4. Shri Mukhopadhyay's writings on theatre had been equally prolific. He had written over fifty
plays. An anthology of his plays has been published in three volumes by a leading publishing house of
Kolkata, Punashcha. He had penned large number of essays on various aspects of theatre and these
have been published on leading theatre journals like Syas, Basumati, Rangapat Natya Patrika. He used
to write a weekly column on his life in Theatre in Anand Bazar Patrika, a leading Bengali news daily.

S. Shri Mukhopadhyay had been the recipient of numerous awards and accolades. He was
awarded the Dishari award thrice in 1976, 1979 and 2003(Lifetime Achievement) by West Bengal
Journalists' Association, Best Actor award in 1986 from the Ministry of Information and Culture,
Government of West Bengal for his portrayal in the play, Bichhan; Kanchenjangha award in 1997,
Sangeet Natak Academy Samman in Direction from the Ministry of Culture, Government of India in
2007; State Drishya and Charukala Academy Award by Rabindra Bharati University, West Bengal in
2008; Dinabandhu Purashkar from The Government of West Bengal in 2009, Banga Bhushan Samman
by West Bengal Government in 2012. In 2019, Raiganj University of West Bengal awarded him with
Honorary D.Litt.

6. Shri Mukhopadhyay passed away on 17" March 2025.
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71 BRI YR Ueb HETH WRGY fTeR (aed, AehaR AR I o |

2 3 3, 1941 BT URTH ST & &1 (AR RoTel & STelT JRTerd agReTe | S, 31 qRa e
B YT THA HATBR & WU H AT BB AThYD I8! | BT Sia- 59 a1 bl A&l Y101 8 b Hfa
TSl IR FHTEAl BT HH D FIaAgE, B! Hed, AT AU 3R TH & 9o IR T BB SIS (AT Sl
AT & | BTl 98 99U | &1 YGRMBRI Bell & Sllg, W ATHNT o, cifdh TR [1Ha & giaT A 3]
Rear 99 1958 H 1967 @ QIR DIABIAT H AU BIF i AR YER SiGT & QIR 6 537 | 39 ISR a8
A & QTSI & R BRI BT P9 I T | ACHIT IRITBAT Bl ITD! FHS AR FRISAT 37 faTTall gIRT
3YUAY g fafe=T fAHior faferat & srcaferes ywfde off | TeRETe dlle & Bo W9 918 98 dIgRYTe Helfdee
H oSy & AR 99 Y 3R 99 1969 H HHM [TIRERT Il $8 IATE! AT & Alhd qHT 3R
HEANT W el THa A DI AU BT | Sh] FATHMT | Y TST A BT (a2 g1 17 |

3. 3ol Fid Ui &2l & SR, &1 grarreary =1 B3rfiel & oy |1 ¥ <ifdes IRl 1 e 3iR 34
I AT fHaT | 398 ATCTdR G Bl IR, T 93T, HoRT MHR HORI, WITATd, <47 91, AeilforT,
Sardt, <arel, foeea (R, w=afe, u=gfe, Aqga=e, fmm, Shard 3R & o Seoe i & |
JTT—3TT STl & S ATCH BT Fa- YR U= STl & ARI—W1eT 75 [doel], g, GRIV™I, YSHT oI
IERT H DS IR G | 71 IRl DI STTcArad! @ Wd TR el 3R S9a! ugar va U fderss / iferar &
wU AT F WU 81 178, RTHT AST YRT T ST AT o7 |

4. G WR 31 QA & o BRI 9l GH ©U | [dYd o | 3817 Uar 9 g ded ford o |
b ATChI BT Th Fhol cb|o1cb|cn$wugu YT 18, J79d §IRT AIF &S] H YehTRIT BT 77 & | S8
AT & AAT—AT Te Gl W I e fee for & ok A T fAeR ufAedrell, SRi— =T

WWWﬁW@%IW@WwWQMmaMQ TR T % RTeR ¥ o e

W Uch AT Dierd folad o |

5. T QT BT A REBR TR THA U §U | §78 UI¥ad dTel =R 8 Bl AR 4 a9 1976,
1979 3R 2003 H A IR AR REBR (FTSHCISH ATHe) el | a9 1986 H fdeeT A H I AT &
oI o Ud Apher #Tery, uf¥em STTel SRR | AI9TS AT BT RIBGR U gaTT | 9 3TATdT, §¢ ay
1997 H HATONIT YREBR, qY 2007 H AR ARDHR & WP AATI W <2 H FIT ATCH ABIaH] T, I9
2008 H Y7 9ReH fawafdenerd, uf¥ed el gIRT ISy 59 3R aATedh el Jfbladl JREPR, 9y 2009 ¥ 4f¥ed
Tl ARBR A Q16 YREPR, IY 2012 H URFH S WRBR GIRT 37 U7 FRAH F FRATI fbam 737 | a9
2019 ¥, AT [qafdernery 1 3 Are <l.fefe. I AHTfId 1T |

6. 7 JEITEATT T 17 ATE, 2025 BT € 81 77 |
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DR. A. E. MUTHUNAYAGAM

Dr. A. E. Muthunayagam is a renowned Space Scientist and is known as the father of Liquid Propulsion Technology in
India because of his outstanding contributions.

2. Born on 11" January 1939, Dr. Muthunayagam received his Bachelor of Engineering degree in Mechanical Engineering in
first class with Honours from the University of Madras in 1960,-Master of Engineering in Power Engineering (Mechanical) from the
Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru in 1962.— Ph.D from the School of Mechanical Engineering of Purdue University, USA in
1965. —LL.B from Kerala University in 1975. He also received Honorary Doctorates; from Andhra University in 1997—from Anna
University in 1998 and — from Karunya University in 2008.

3. Dr. Muthunayagam joined ISRO in 1966 under Dr. Vikram Sarabhai after completing a NASA sponsored project in an
aerospace company in USA. He contributed significantly to the development of Propulsion Technologies in ISRO. As the founder -
Director of the Liquid Propulsion Centre of ISRO, he developed it as the lead centre for all types of liquid propulsion systems
required for ISRO's launch vehicles and spacecrafts. He also established the Test facilities with accessories to test and qualify all
liquid propulsion systems and sub system at Mahendragiri which later became an independent ISRO Propulsion Complex. The
high thrust liquid stage with Viking Engine technology transfer from SEP, France and indigenously developed terminal stage with
cut off and restart capability which are used in all PSLV and GSLV launch vehicles are significant achievements. He initiated the
development of Cryogenic Engine & Stage indigenously and actively negotiated with Russian space agency for acquisition of
Cryogenic technology. During his tenure ISRO progressed from launching small, imported rockets, known as Sounding Rockets
which were used to study the upper atmosphere of the earth, to building bigger and more powerful ones that could put satellites
into orbit. These Satellites paved the way for the country to produce its own images of the earth, keep watch on the weather, and
provide communication and broadcasting assistance.

4. After serving in the Indian Space Program for 29 years, Government of India posted Dr. Muthunayagam in April 1995 as
Secretary, Department of Ocean Development (DOD), Government of India where he addressed the programs on Antarctic
research, the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), Marine living and non-living resources,
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO),Integrated Coastal and Marine Area Management (ICMAM), Ocean Observation and information services,etc

S. During his tenure at Department of Ocean Development (April 1995 to January 2001) Dr. Muthnayagam had the
opportunity to work under four Prime Ministers. Shri PV Narasimha Rao, Shri I K Gujaral, Shri H D Deve Gowda and Shri Atal
Bihari Vajpayee. All of them supported his initiatives. Lack of own institutional infrastructure during 1990's was a serious
limitation that the Ocean Department faced in the implementation of the priority program. He addressed this issue and extended
the activities of the department to include a number of technology development programs with the participation of National
laboratories of CSIR, ICAR and IITs, there by more than doubling the financial out lay.

6. Dr. Muthunayagam established three autonomous institutes under the management of the DOD; National Institute of
Ocean Technology (NIOT) at Chennai, National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean Research (NCAOR) at Goa and Indian National
Centre for Ocean Information Service (INCOIS) at Hyderabad. This is in addition to the two Attached Offices of the department; -
Integrated Coastal and Marine Area Management (ICMAM) Project Directorate in Chennai and Sagar Sampada Vessel
Management and Marine Living Resource Coordination Cell in Kochi.

7. Dr. Muthunayagam also has obtained an Indian patent No 196396 dated 21.2.2003 titled “A Process, System and
configuration for Desalination of Sea Water”. He has proposed an 'Integrated Desalination System' with Ocean Thermal Energy
Conversion (OTEC) System for power generation and Low Pressure Distillation (LPD) System for desalination which will be
sustainable, environment friendly and requiring no external power supply for operation. He served as Chairman of the
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission for the Central Indian Ocean (1996-2001). He was also Chairman, Commission for
the Conservation of Antarctic Marine living Resources (1998-2000) and Vice chairman of Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission (IOC) for two years (1996-1998). He is a Fellow of Astronautical Society of India,— Fellow of Aeronautical Society of
India, —Fellow of Indian National Academy of Engineering,—Fellow of The Institution of Engineers.

8. Dr. Muthunayagam is a recipient of Dr. V. M Ghatage Award for the year 1989 from Aeronautical Society of Indian-
Mechanical Engineering Design Award 1995 from the Institution of Engineers (India),National Design and Research
forum,—National award for Life Time Achievement in Ocean Science and Technology 2007 from Ministry of Earth Sciences,
Government of India, — ISRO Outstanding Achievement Award 2008 from Department of Space, Government of
India,—Aryabhatta Award 2010 from Aeronautical Society of India for outstanding contribution in Propulsion Technology, —Dr
KCG Verghese Excellence Award 2023 for Life Time Achievement from Hindustan Group of Institutions, Chennai.

2



ggH i

SR Y. L, T epee—

Si. U 3. YR

S, U. 3. YR U T AR I & 311R 37+ IPpte IR $ BIRYT S8 WK H ARl HOTE HIENRIeb! T ST AT S 2 |

2, 11 I, 1939 BT ST SF. AT 7 9¥ 1960 # ST favafyenery & wifye sififyen # vem soft oifesd & wrer i, — a 1062 #
IR fIa HeI, S 9 UTeR SR (Hafrad) § THE., — 99 1965 # oMRST & Uy f[Avafdened & waa e Aaidmd go-aT 4
gl S1. — A1 99 1975 3 bRl [Ieafdeney 3 ga.ga.dl. al Sl ured @1 | I a9 1997 H a7ier fawafaenery 4, ay 1998 3 o1 fawafdener | qer
IE 2008 H HHUAT fATafdener™ | AMS Sfaeve B SUTERIT ) U&= &1 TS |

3. . GYARRT 1 WY 157 FHRBT BT Ue TIRIUE HU H T TR TRATSTT Yo7 B & TLATd 99 1966 H WK SATRET ST
e (6N # fapm IR @ ArfesE § SRy e | 3= SER1 # yolies Wenfifeal & e # Agaye! anrem & | $¥9-1 & ava yoied
PE D GRIIG—ad & WU § IBIH 53 RIS &I AMI SR fIReT 1 & forg e fafi=1 YR &1 Rl yone yonferi & e a1
WG &5 I1T | 617 AeR H IRl HOie Homferdt qorr Su—yenferat @ uierer va yAmfiaser &g ey~ udieor giaemg € wenfuq o, 5
I TSR WA SR UG UREAR & WU H AR 3Tl | TS, i | Wit ofaRor & A o el Swa—vvied ga =R fAfdT g9
AT T He—ailth iR AN &R aTel Wael w0 4 fasiia e ==, St 9 dieaverdr ofR Slivegerd! gemvr a1 # «maed w0 4
STNT B S &, Sf. JIAITH B AT SufeT ¢ | S Wl HrRiNd 3919 U6 R0 & e @1 Ugd &1 9201 HRSl-e Heifiia &
JrferrEeT @ forg Wl siaRer ol & wrer |fthy aratt ¥ &f | 39 Sriwe 4, ST 7 gedl & S qrgHed & AR & oy Uyt Bic Jmanfad
WIS AdbeH & TET0T H AN ggax VA 31fde wrfcremell werder I fAsRi g i Suwre &1 gedt oot wen 3 wenfia o= o werm o | 39 SuvE!
1 391 T gedl & el R T R, WA @) IR R 71 HAR SR THROT Harsi BT ggg B Bl [T H AEcayul SR FaT e |

4, MR 3fTRer wRigHH # 29 auf T WA <7 & ULATd, HRT ARG 7 3 1995 H SF. YARITH Bl HEFR I T (1<) W=
TREBR FT Afa g far S8l S sicTaicd Jgau™, §Hg @ B IR WY I T JUARITasiTH), §9s! Aol Ud foiia dami &
eI, FTR—ARBRI FHs IS AT (@eaii)), Wgad g Wferd ded Ud Hwpiad FI6 (Opl), Thigd qcid d Ags! &3 Fae
(STEHITHYTH), HETATTR JFacATd TAT G T3t 9™ Aeeayol ST Bl Ariee gd SHraf-aa+ a1 |

5. SRR 4T fa|eT 7 o1os] PridTel (319 1995 | STHaR] 2001) & SRM, ST, YR BT AR Y1 — 37 01, 1. TRRHE 7@, 57
31TS. . ORI, 21 T, €. TauiteT aein & e fAer) aridl — & cd H P B BT TR AT §AT | 59 A1 7 S9a] Ugali Bl gof i e
frar | 9 1990 & S H AT & U T @) HRRAT STRIRAS HRTAAT BT TG 2F, i1 Herfies wrRispH & i) SRt 3 vas 19IR arer 99
AT o7 | I T TEHRIT BT FHRE B gY fAURT @l Tfafafat &7 AR far qen HivdenserR, sEHiveTR SR IS B IS
TRIRTRITETTSAT &1 AETRICT A 3T HIeNfie! [ $rimd IR By e fammT @1 foxfia aRera g 3 1 &1fdre 21 mam |

6. <. G 7 SN B FeeT o i A T WA — IS H IS FERER Wen e FRe (THemEaNe), Mt # sicrafed
Td HEINR e & oy TS a8 (TAITeiieNR) 3R 2avdie # AR IS AgRIFTR T §aT &g (STEUHIIISUH) — & RIuT @ |
I T & 31 Hag Pl — =18 ¥ UPIgd dCId Ve WG] &7 Yae (S HIgHTTH) URASHT fFeenerd 3R Siftd § AR HuaT urd Jde g
T SNfIT HATe T Bel — & AARTD 2 |

7. S, YA 7 S ST $ AGU—HRHDRN & o0 Ueb Hfsha, Homel] ofR fa=ams” 2five W famie 21 BRavl 2003 BT ARG USe H=r
196396ﬁwa%%|3%ﬁﬁwﬁw$meﬂmaﬁawﬁmvh(eﬁéﬁé?ﬂ)waﬁamw—gﬁm?wz%m?ﬁﬁm%ﬁeém
QeI FoTTel BT FHeTHR T FHBT AGU—FRHEHRT HOTTCl” IRATAT @ 7, ST A, W—W 2 3R g9 Hare & forg fneh ared
e =myfct @) amazgerar T Bl | I 9 1996 W 2001 TF BT T AEEIR B o SORERGRI FEFRII AT & 3edel & w9  Hrdf
foram | S8 a¥ 1998 ¥ 2000 TH ATTHICH T Folld HAE TReTT AR & Aedel TAT a9 1996 ¥ 1998 TH Q& a6 & foIy gexa-iviee
eI e HHITH (RSeRl) & Surede @ wu H Al QA < | 98 WeMiehe daTse 31t 3T, WHifehe A 3w gfewn, sfiea=
YA YA 3iTts SRR T T $¥iese oifts Sofifd e & Bl &

8. Sf. GYIRITH BT WHIfCH AIATSe! i a1 g7 a¥ 1989 & SF. A1 TH. HICH IR, T SRTcyy o gontrad Efsan), i
ESITST Td ST BRA §IRT Y 1995 & Aol SoN-ART fSSie 3rars, W e vd Henfial & &= 3§ I7a fAftne Jnrerd & fog gedl
IS #3Tery, ¥RT AR §RT 94 2007 ¥ I TSN ST GRIHRA fARer fmT, 7Ra TR gIRT 9 2008 H SR I IUART REHR,
JOG WENRIa! @ & # 96 SHe AN & oy WHifchd ArTgel it S g1RT IRIME JREBR 2010, AT U i SETeTe, o+
ERT A 2023 # AISH CTIgH JATHE B folg . B.HLSN. T Scpedl REBR H TR fHar T 7 |

2




Padma Shri

SHRI SATYANARAYAN
NANDLAL NUWAL

Shri Satyanarayan Nandlal Nuwal is the Founder and Chairman of the Solar Group of Industries,
a globally recognised Indian enterprise engaged in the manufacture and export of industrial explosives
and high-energy materials.

2. Born on 25" July, 1952 in Bhilwara, Shri Nuwal after completing his matriculation in 1967, he
spent a year at the Vedamata Gayatri Ashram, Mathura. He suffered setback in his initial business
venture and had to face severe financial hardships. In search of livelihood, he moved to Ballarshah in
Maharashtra, where he stumbled upon an opportunity in explosive supply activity. He entered the
explosives supply trade in 1979, laying the foundation for what would later become the Solar Group. In
1984, ICI (world's largest explosive manufacturer) appointed him as a consignment agent. Shortly,
thereafter, he became the largest explosives dealer in the country.

3. In 1995, Shri Nuwal established the Solar Group's first explosives manufacturing unit under the
SSI framework. Over the next two and a half decades, the Group grew to become India's largest
manufacturer and exporter of industrial explosives, with manufacturing facilities across multiple
locations in India and abroad. Today, the Group operates across four continents, employs over 10,000
people, and exports its products to more than 82 countries, holding the largest share of exports from
India in the explosives segment. In 2010, recognising the country's critical requirements in defence
preparedness, he spearheaded the Group's entry into defence manufacturing through the establishment
of what is now Solar Defence & Aerospace Limited (SDAL). One of the world's largest facilities for the
manufacture of HMX and its compositions was set up in Nagpur. Up till then, the country had been
totally dependent on imports. Presently, Solar regularly exports HMX and its compositions world over to
countries like USA, France, Ukraine, Israel and other European countries. Over the years, the Group has
developed world-class capabilities in high-energy materials, rockets, missiles, aerial bombs, modern
grenades, counter-measure systems, loitering munitions, weaponised unmanned aerial systems, and
advanced testing and research facilities.

4. Under Shri Nuwal's leadership, Solar became the first Indian company to design, develop and
manufacture fully weaponised variants of the NAGASTRA Loiter Munition, which have been supplied to
the Indian Army. Deeply committed to social, educational and spiritual causes, Shri Nuwal serves as
Chairman of Ramdeobaba University, Managing Trustee of Gayatri Parivar Trust, Nagpur, and
Chairman of Madhav Netralaya, Nagpur. He has consistently promoted inclusive growth, with women
comprising nearly 25 percent of the Solar Group's workforce, contributing significantly to social and
economic empowerment.

S. Shri Nuwal has received wide recognition for his contributions to industry and entrepreneurship.
He was adjudged one of India's 100 Best CEOs by Business Today in 2014, and the Solar Group was
featured in Forbes Asia's list of "200 Best Under A Billion" companies in 2019. In December, 2022, he was
ranked 72™ among Indian corporates in a survey published by Forbes. His achievements have been
featured in leading publications such as Forbes India, Business India and India Today. He was conferred
the degree of Doctor of Medical in May, 2023 and was honoured with the "Maheshwari Samaj Ratna" in
January, 2026.
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SHRI K. PAJANIVEL

Shri K. Pajanivel is a Silambam Master. Silambam is a weapon-based 5000 years
old warfare method of Indian martial art originating in Tamilnadu. Nowadays it has
become popular and considered as a competitive sport in India as well as in other
countries like France, Srilanka, Malaysia and Canada.

2. Born on 30" January 1973 in Pooranankuppam, Puducherry in a farmer family,
Shri Pajanivel was interested in Martial Art Silambam and folk art activities from his
childhood and dedicated his life to it. He learnt the Martial Art Silambam properly and
participated in many competitions. He won the first prize Cin the International level
Silambam competition under 56-60 kg category which was held in Trichirapalli,
Tamilnadu in 2002. He also won the first prize in national level Silambam competition
under 55-60 kg category which was held in Nagercoil, Tamil Nadu in 2004. He is also an
expert in the field of martial arts like kuthu varisai, surul vilaiyattu, kalari payittu,
sword fight, de horn fight, fire fight and folk arts like kaaliyattam, puliyattam,
karakatta thappattam and other arts like yoga, acro yoga and gymnastics.

3. In the year 2002, Shri Pajanivel founded "Mamallan Silambam and Folk Art
Development Club" in Pooranankuppam, Pondicherry. In his own land, he trained
youths who were interested in Silambam. In the same year, he started to conduct free
summer camp for school students for training them in Silambam and he continues this
free camp till date. His students won prize at state level and national level comptetions.
He also taught Silambam to foreigners from France, Germany, Italy and Brazil. He has
trained more than 5000 students in the past 35 years. He participated in state and
national level government functions, parades, heritage programs, youth camps to wide
spread Silambam. He also acted as a referee in Silambam competitions.

4. For his service towards martial arts, Shri Pajanivel was conferred "Akademi
Puraskar Award" of Sangeet Natak Akademi presented by the Honourable President of
Indiain 2023. Central government autonomous organization Nehru Yuva Kendhra has
given him ""Best Youth Award in district wise in 2004. Also, Puducherry State
Government conferred "Puthuvai Kalaimamani" award on him in 2012. He has been
awarded "Natupura Kalai Seminal"; "Silamba Kalai Kalanjiam"; "Silamba Kalai Sudar";
"Silamba Kalai Kalaimani"; "Life Time Achiever" by many other clubs.

o



gqH =l

— N &. gorfadd

el

2N &. USIIi~del Ueh Aciad AReR & | Riciad 5000 99 GRIHT ARG ARl TS Bl U I
IMeRT I§ &l & R IRy dfarg § g3 o | Aidhd I8 YIRd & HI—WTT Hid, siciar,
HARIAT 3R ST S 31 <=0 # A1 TSI 81 137 © iR §9 U Ufcreuelf Wel J1H1 S 2 |

2. 30 SMAY, 1973 DI YGRI & RAIGUA H U [HA URIR § ST, 31 gol-del aaud 4 &
TR 31 RIciad 3R oAb dhofl ITfafafSrl d i ad o 3R S=2i 37T Siid= $9d Ui JHfid H
fear| IiF ARie o1 RAeiad &1 [ aRE AT iR &g afcraiirarsii # 9T foram | I=8i4 a9 2002 H
Afferrg & HifeRTUeRl H SRS 56—60 fhallimd avf # AR wWR W Rcied gfaafiar 4 vem
RIBR ST | SBIA I 2004 H ARG & ATRDISA H AT 55—60 fHaram avf § T wR
B! Ryciad afcIfar 4 v REAR Al ST o1 | 98 Y aikeg, god [dalrg, sl Ul
qeTamRaTsl, ST 84 HIge, BRIR WIST Sid AN JTE & & 3R HICIITEH, JfeTITgH, HRIGET JUEH
SR AP Belld R IR, Ushl AT 3R RNTTRD SR 3177 Hettatl & off fagms € |

3. @y 2002 # & U o UIFSTRY & QRATHUH H "AleeA cdH TS Hidh 37C SaalqHc erd”
DI WIYAT BT | AU €1 A H I8l I Al Dl IR fban il Ryeied § S v@d o | I a9
IBI+ Thell BTl ®I Rciad 3 ufRieror <9 & ol Jud Mwrarel RIfdR Ao -1 g% fhar aik
I 3ol 9l 39 Jud IR &1 Faea &R 2 & | 39 [GensRi 7 I5g &R IR ISR R Bl
IIRTRTATS H QREBR SiI | S7BI- 1™, ST, STall 3R ol ol <2l & Sl dl RYeiqq
Ryamar | Si= o 35 aut & 5000 I 31fSre BET & URNfEd fhar 2 | S8 T 3R I WR &
ERBN] BRIHH!, TS, [ORTAT HRIHAT, Jar RIfART § 41T foram iR RHeiqq &1 A TaR—UAR 63T |
ITiH RaH TR # YB3 & w9 H W1 & o |

4. AT IS & UfT SHB! a1 & foru, N gotri=idet & 99 2023 H YR & AFAT IIUfd §RT
HHIT ATC SFBTEHT BT “IABTGH YRIDR” TGT BT AT oI | g TRBR B W HS 188 Jdl s
q 978 ay 2004 H TR "FdAS JaT GREBR” &A1 & | AreT 81, Jgokl 98 WRBR F I8 a9 2012 H
"GYATS HATHMI GREPR I T BT | S B3 3 Fordl gRT "AYRT Hells AFer”; "Ryt
HATg DeroTgq’; "RITHET Bells GaR'; "I Bells BT, “ATgh CIgH AR’ F FHAT fhar
AT |




Padma Shri

SHRI DHARMIKLAL CHUNILAL
PANDYA

Shri Dharmiklal Chunilal Pandya is widely recognised as the foremost master of Gujarat's
ancient Maanbhatt "Maan Aakhyan" tradition, a distinctive oral storytelling art rooted in medieval
Aakhyan literature. Characterised by rhythmic narration of epics with classical music, poetic
expression, and the unique use of the Maan (a copper vessel played with ringed fingers), this tradition
has served for centuries as a medium for conveying the Ramayana, Mahabharata, Bhagwat and
Puranic narratives, along with moral and cultural values.

2. Born on 11" August 1932 in Vadodara, Shri Pandya inherited this art from his father,
Chunilal Pandya, and began performing in the early 1950s. For more than seven decades, he has
devoted himself to reviving and sustaining this endangered tradition at a time when it was nearing
extinction. Through extensive performances across Gujarat and India, including at prestigious
venues such as Rashtrapati Bhavan, and through long-form Aakhyan series, he brought this
heritage to diverse audiences.

3. Shri Pandya has also represented the Maanbhatt tradition internationally through cultural
tours and spiritual discourses in the United Kingdom, Zimbabwe, Zambia, the United States,
Canada, Nepal and Thailand, thereby introducing global audiences and the Indian diaspora to this
rare art form. His extensive recordings with All India Radio and Doordarshan include complete
renditions of the Harivansh Puran (From Uttar Mahabharat), Shiv Mahapuraan, and all forty
Aakhyans of the medieval Gujarati poet Premanand. In recent years, curated digital outreach by his
family has further expanded the tradition's reach.

4. In addition to preserving classical repertoire, Shri Pandya has composed new Aakhyans on
contemporary social themes such as water conservation and environmental awareness. He
institutionalised training through the Shree Maan Aakhyankala Shikshan Kendra, mentoring
students, including his sons Pradyumn and Mayank Pandya who still carryout performances of this
art thus ensuring generational continuity.

S. Shri Pandya's contributions have been recognised with numerous honours and awards. He is
the recipient of the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award (1983) and is the only Maanbhatt artist to hold
this distinction. His other honours include the Kirtan Kesari Award and Maankala Kaushal
Certificate from Jagadguru Shankaracharyaji (1980); the Gaurav Puraskar and multiple
appreciation awards from the Gujarat State Sangeet Natak Academi (1980s); recognition by the
Vadodara Municipal Corporation (1984); awards from the Swaminarayan Vichar Trust, Amruta
Institute (Mumbai), Gujarat Lokkala Kendra, and the Pandit Omkarnath Thakur Award (Government of
Gujarat, 1994-95); International honours from the Gujarati Literary Academy (USA, 1996) and Sanyas
Sewashram (Kathmandu, 2008); and later recognitions and felicitations from Sanskar Bharti (Vadodara
, 2009), Triveni Institute (2012), 8th Delhi International Arts Festival - Sangeet Natak Akademi (Delhi,
2014), 19th Bharat Rang Mahotsav - National School of Drama (Delhi, 2017) the Gujarat State
Government (2017), and Shadj'a Kala Kendra Trust (Bengaluru, 2017).
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UG BRd B, T I8 Bl Nidl—ax—dIel 3T 98 BT © |

5. S TSI DI I 9 AN & (oI HY FRIH IR [REHR Y& fhy 77 & | 38 a9 1983 H HMd
ATCd AHIGHT JREHIR IT G3AT 3R I8 TR U R el I8 UHHH AFIE HATDR & | SDT IS §Y 3
Al H SIS BRI A Y 1980 H UG DIci HE] YRIEBR AR ATDHAT DIl FHUTIH; 1980 b
d H ORI IS FHIT ATCH ABIEAl I TNRT YRIBR 3R g YT RIBR; a9 1984 H TSGR TR
T gRT ARIaR WHARRI fJaR g¥e, 37T SRice (4a8), ORI dldb dell s gRT [REBR 3R
GRS JABHRAT STHY REBR (ORI AXDIR, 1994—95); ORI AR 3TDHIGHT (JUAY, 1996) 3R T
HATHH (BTSHIG, 2008) H ARSI FHAFY 3R 91 H 94 2009 H FEHR AR (FSI&x0), a9 2012 H ol
TR, 891 faeell IR Fell Haledd — I ATed TdraH! (fAeel, 2014), 1997 HRA [T Helcdd —
RIS Ay [Femerd (faeetl, 2017) ORI IS ABR (2017), 1R TTSIAT Hell dg g3 (79, 2017) 4
FRI 3R A e € |
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SHRI KAILASH CHANDRA PANT
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Shri Kailash Chandra Pant is a famous journalist and author from Madhya
Pradesh.

2. Born on 26" April, 1936 in Mhow, Madhya Pradesh, Shri Pant developed an early
passion for learning and service. He completed matriculation locally and higher studies
at Indore Christian College (Agra University), excelling in scouting, debating and social
work. His young oratory won him the All India Elocution Contest organised by Rotary
Club of Indore. He also edited the college magazine and led the Hindi Samiti.

3. Shri Pant is credited with so many pathbreaking books like Kaun Kiska Aadami,
Dhundh ke Aar Paar, Shabd ka Vichar Paksha, Sanskar, Sanskriti aur Samaj, Sankalp
ki Prateeksha mein, Sanskritik Vikhandan-Chunauti and Chetna etc. His literary
journey started with an article in Veena magazine and reporting on Acharya Vinoba
Bhave's Bhoodan Yatra for regional papers. In 1960, he joined SEOTC, Vidya Bhawan,
Udaipur, launching quarterly Naye Kshiti. He contributed to Socialist Congressmen
(Delhi), Nav Prabhat, and Nav Bharat in Bhopal (from 1962). He founded monthly
Shiksha Pradeep (1964), and served as Instructor/Principal of Panchayat Raj Training
Centre, Bhopal, and Secretary of Madhya Pradesh Krishak Samaj.

4. In 1977, Shri Pant launched weekly Jan Dharam. From November 1988, as
Secretary (later General Secretary) of Madhya Pradesh Rashtra Bhasha Prachar Samiti,
he revitalized Hindi Bhawan and upgraded a quarterly literary Magazine Akshara to
monthly. He was its chief editor for a long period of 18 years. He started literary lecture
series (Pavas, Basant, Sharad, Vyakhyan Malas) and initiated statewide Pratibha
Protsahan Pratiyogita for schoolchildren. He built Sahityakar Niwas (13 rooms and two
halls) and began giving regular Hindi Diwas honors, thus strengthening Hindi as a
national language and promoting comparative literary and linguistic studies. He retired
as General Secretary on 2 February, 2026, leaving a legacy of sincerity, excellence, and
dedication to Hindi and India.

S Shri Pant's work earned him Vishva Hindi Samman (9th World Hindi Conference,
Johannesburg); Nehru Literacy Award Sahitya Bhushan by Uttar Pradesh Hindi
Sansthan; Subramania Bharatiya Samman by Kendriya Hindi Sansthan; Sharad Joshi
Samman and Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi Patrakarita Samman by the Government of
Madhya Pradesh amongst many others.
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A DT T5 U= Y U9 &b U URIE TP 3N o gD & |

2. 26 3Vc], 1936 BT AL U & Hg H of, #1 U= # [H3Md o 2 HRae 31R Har & ufy S o |
IB 3eR e il ((MRT fasafderer) ¥ WM WR R Jfge IR I R g @,
THISET, qre—fdarg 3R AHINTG BRI H Ichte Uaeid [T | Y JdT awhed ¥ I/ e Fofd
3T SR GIRT MTANTSTT ARG IR AT FRRATRIT STl | SR Dietal Ui HT HuTad 3iR &l
[MART BT ~Igca 1 b |

3. 1 U= I DI+ fhaehT JTHT, g8 & 3R UR, ek Bl [ddR Uel, T¥hR, TIHT AR FHTS], Hehed
BT IRlled H, APl fadsa—gHrdl iR <=1 i SIAl &5 geresia JRId! &1 417 faar S & |
I AT ID AT BT YB3 AT0T YT H Teb kg 3R &1 FHMER U3l & o1y srremd fa=rar wrd
DI a1 ATAT IR RUITET & |1e g | a9 1960 H, g8 THSIAISIAT, e wa, SeaqR & 2mfier 81 7y qern
1R Y 1&IST T MR BT | S8l |IUTel H FHATSIara] BiuRl (faeet), Td a8k Ta9Red
(@9 1962 %) H IRTE faaT | =i ATRIS 76T TS (a¥ 1964) DI RATIAT DI, AR TATIA 0T UFeToT
D5, AT & URIeTd / Iramd iR He Yol YD FHIG & ATd & WU H By b |

4. 41977 ¥, 5N U A ATKAIRD I €9 BT YOI DI | TdaR 1988 W, AL Y I AT TAR
AfRfa & Afa (@5 4 7erafad) @ w9 H, S 28 W o geiifad {6 3k U 31ie Aifefcas
GF3T JFERT BT RIS TFEIHT & ©U H YT fHdT | 98 18 T T Fd A T SHD I HUTGS 2 |
I8l AIMSfcId ARAM @l (Ure¥, g9, IR, IR Hlell) Yo DI 3R el dedi & (77
RTISITdT HiHT HicaTe T IR @ JBRATT B | S8 Alied Fard (13 ¥R 3R &I 8idt) BT =0T
o iR Frafia B faaq =1 <A1 I (63T, 59 TR 241 T Us ISR 99T & w9 H Hordd (T
3R gorTcHd AN 3R WIS LI Pl FQIdl [SAT| g8 2 HRaAN!, 2026 I HSETd & wU H
HaTtIgd gu, T fZE 3R WIRd & Ui SHMENI, ScheedT 3R FAYY &l faRT9d 8IS U |

5. 3 U Bl MU Bl & folY I YREBRI & ArI—ATY [9=q fFT w914 (od1 faar fE<T wwver,
SIEFAE); TR U9l 84l W gRT 8% HeRdl JREBR e YU, Sl 24 TR gR
G AR FH; Hed Yo ARBR §RT IRE SRl T SR 0 3 faeneff war a9 |
FaTST AT |
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SHRI GARIMELLA BALAKRISHNA
PRASAD (POSTHUMOUS)

Shri Garimella Balakrishna Prasad was a distinguished Indian classical and devotional
vocalist, composer and Vaggeyakara, renowned for his seminal role in reviving and popularizing
the compositions of the 15th-century saint-poet Shri Tallapaka Annamacharya, bringing them
vividly to life. He is widely regarded as the most prolific tunesmith of Annamacharya
Sankeerthanams in modern times and a transformative spiritual figure in India's devotional
music tradition.

2. Born on 9" November, 1948 in Andhra Pradesh, Shri Prasad received his foundational
music training from his parents and further honed his craft under eminent maestros, notably Dr.
Nedunuri Krishnamurthy. In 1978, he joined the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD)
Annamacharya Project, where he served for nearly three decades. He continued his association
with TTD in various capacities until the end of his life, including as Asthana Vidwan. Undeterred
by challenges, he traveled extensively across India, performing tirelessly to propagate and
popularize Annamacharya Sankeerthanams.

3. Over a career spanning six decades, Shri Prasad presented more than 6,000 concerts
across India and internationally. Among his 2,500 musical works spanning more than 200 ragas,
he composed music for over 1,000 Annamacharya Sankeerthanams, thereby transforming a
largely manuscript-based tradition into a living devotional practice. A 2 1st-century Vaggeyakara,
he created 22 new Indian classical ragas, and composed over 400 classical works, including
kritis, varnams, and thillanas in Sanskrit and Telugu. He pioneered the concept of Sankeerthana
Yagnam, week-long musical marathons featuring hundreds of devotional compositions. In 2009,
he led over 1,60,000 singers at Hyderabad's Parade Grounds during Lakshagalarchana, a
Guinness World Record event.

4. Shri Prasad authored over 10 books containing musical notations of Annamacharya
compositions and released more than 100 music albums, encompassing nearly 800 songs. He
anchored several widely watched devotional television series that enabled systematic learning of
classical and devotional music. He trained more than 50 students through the TTD
Annamacharya Project, while lakhs of musicians worldwide regard him as their guru through
self-study of his recordings and publications. Two doctoral dissertations were completed on his
musical works. His interpretations also shaped the musical ethos of the acclaimed Telugu film
Annamayya, influencing public engagement with Annamacharya's legacy.

S. Shri Prasad received numerous awards and honours, including the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Award (2020), the highest national recognition for performing artists. He was conferred
Asthana Vidwan titles by Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams, Shri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham, and
Shri Ahobhila Mutt, among many other prestigious cultural institutions.

6. Shri Prasad passed away on 9" March, 2025.
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o | g8 15 41 UCTeA] & Ho—bld 57 TeelTUThT F=THTER Bl @131 DI Goiiad DR AR ABHI g H
3T FET [T & forg URAE 2 | 31a! Ui JMETeh T3 H ST=ITHIERI |4 Dl g a1 dTel A Fhel

HThR 3R YA BT 9fch G IWuRT H U URad-hrT mearfcas afth & ®I H 2 |

2, 9 Fd9R, 1948 Bl 3T U< H S+, N TATE o AT—odr & Mferd dwid ufderor ura fasar &k ST,
AT PO S I TGl & AR § 31U dell Bl IR FRIRT | 9 1978 ¥, 98 fareHTer foreufd
g (ISR s=HEr aRATSTT § Sfe, Si8l Sl ST M SWdl O HaT B | 98 IfTiad
STAT—3TTT BRI H SIETST A 9 V8, o 3Ry fag & wu d are A 2nfiet & | gl 9 faeferd gu
9977, SR AP U H W IRA ! ATAT B dlids AR & bl BT TaIR—TAR &R b, 39 ANl &
a1 ATBOT g1 A |

3. BE TIADT D HRIAX H, 2N TG 7 WRA SR [TRRIERT TR TR 6,000 F 1% Fid HRisH by |
817 200 W eI XM H 37U 2,500 3 3ifSrh FHITHAT GG AR B, 1,000 3 3D RS B Feblat
% forg i R 5T R 988 S o Ugfelfi—3MmenRd URuRT &1 Sifdd with ATEHT &1 Wy qar {6 |
2191 AT & AATDRT 7 22 Y ARARI ARSI AT DI AT DI TAT WP MR Ay H Pierdi, I AR
et el Afed 400 X 3MfSId RSN YAV T | $78I4 Hbldd ISMH &I TRV BT drel SorT | o
Apet IRh TSI & A1 TS ¥R el dTel] G HRIH BT TSI 8IaT | 95 2009 H, 3817 2E_T6IE B
NS YIS H AETIATIAT BRISHH & QR 1,60,000 I 3eH TRIDI BT <d [baT ST fh Aot gefs Rapfe
BRIBH R |

4. i YATE SR RE131 & A Hg b dTell 10 W 3T Yl @l a1 Bl 3R I 800
Tl T 2MAeT HR gY 100 | Afd FHT Tead MebTel | §8I7 98 S1fed g ST arel &g |ith Cellidor
SR H HATe B S (Har, o e iR 9ih Wd &7 FaRerd e+ [ed 8 9T | $8i
SIEREN MR URATSHT & A1 ¥ 50 ¥ AfSd Bl $f ARIER fha, Safd g ¥R & ardl Sfider
I8 AT [T A & 3R I RBIET 1R HHTeH! BT T R & | Sab] [T AT W T Sfaeve
Y e R 6T 10 o | 39 Bl 9 URTg I fhed ST=Tral & HiiId dlhraR &l 1 MR e, [y
SIRT FATfIT §Y ST ST=TTHTard IRURT ¥ S |

5. ) TG Pl Py YREBR AR T Het, T FHT e prad REPR (2020) A1 wnfdet 2, ST
FHATBRI & (o T BT Fared T 2 | 58 [ToATel [aouft SaRe=™, s widl dMdife dien iR &
STEITET 7 Afed B 3T Uffed ARGIIS HLRITH! §RT IRATHT I8 SRR | =1t o 1 |

6. Y TRATE T 9 HIG, 2025 T =19 8T 77 |
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PROF. (DR.) RAJENDRA PRASAD

Prof. (Dr.) Rajendra Prasad is a nationally acclaimed Chest physician possessing 50 years of illustrious
teaching, research and administrative experience with proven excellence in quality patient care.

2. Born on 17" February, 1950 in a remote village of Basti district, Uttar Pradesh. Prof. (Dr.) Prasad
received medical education from K. G. Medical College, Lucknow. He is Emeritus Professor, National Academy
of Medical Sciences (India), former Director of Vallabhbhai Patel Chest Institute, University of Delhi, former
Head of the Department of Pulmonary Medicine, King George's Medical University, Lucknow, and former
Director of U.P. Rural Institute of Medical Sciences and Research, Saifai, is currently working as Director of
Medical Education & Professor of Respiratory Medicine at Era's Lucknow Medical College & Hospital, Era
University, Lucknow. He has worked to create awareness against pulmonary diseases, particularly
tuberculosis, since 1976. He is a global authority in the field of tuberculosis. He took a keen interest in the
National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme (NTEP) from its inception and was instrumental in establishing
the first DOTS Center to run in a medical college campus in India, at K.G.'s Medical College, Lucknow. This
model was later scaled across nearly 700 medical colleges nationwide. He is rated very high among the
advocates of the National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme of India.

3. Apart from being a clinician par excellence, Prof. (Dr.) Prasad is also a very popular medical teacher in
Pulmonary Medicine. Within 14 years of heading the department at KG Medical University, he successfully
transformed the Department of Tuberculosis into a well-recognized Department of Pulmonary Medicine by
introducing and developing more than half a dozen specialist services, including Video Bronchoscopy, Medical
Thoracoscopy, Thoracic Oncology Unit, Air Pollution-related disease diagnostic center, and Sleep Lab, the first
of its kind in the state of Uttar Pradesh. He is popularly known as the "Father of Pulmonary Medicine" in India.

4. Prof. (Dr.) Prasad was the first in India to establish the association of bidi smoking and the use of biomass
fuel smoke with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, tuberculosis, and lung cancer, advocating for public
health reforms based on these findings. He has worked on 35 research projects and supervised 185 MD, MS, DM,
Mch, and PhD theses. His research contributions regarding tuberculosis, multidrug-resistant tuberculosis,
smoking, especially bidi smoking, and biomass fuel are well known. He has published 325 papers in international
and national medical journals and authored 12 books, including 4 books on tuberculosis, an Atlas on Fiberoptic
Bronchoscopy, and a Manual of Chest X-Ray, based exclusively on Indian patients.

S. Prof. (Dr.) Prasad has the unique distinction of being President of all major scientific bodies in the field
of Pulmonary' Medicine, including the Tuberculosis Association of India. He has been International Governor
of the American College of Chest Physicians, USA, and was elected Fellow of the National Academy of Medical
Sciences, India, the American College of Chest Physicians, USA, and the Royal College of Physicians, Glasgow
and London. He participated in more than 350 public awareness lectures, camps and rallies to apprise people
about various aspects of tuberculosis and common respiratory' diseases in the state of Uttar Pradesh that has
ultimately contributed to achieving the goals of “TB Mukt Bharat.”

6. Prof. (Dr.) Prasad has been a recipient of more than 80 awards, including the Lifetime Achievement
Award of the National College of Chest Physicians, India, the Indian Chest Society, the Tuberculosis
Association of India, the Thoracic Endoscopy Society of India, the Indian Association of Bronchology, and the
Indian College of Allergy, Asthma and Applied Immunology, the Vigyan Gaurav Award of the Council of Science
and Technology, Government of Uttar Pradesh, the Dr. RV Rajam Academic Oration Award of the National
Academy of Medical Sciences (India), and the Dr. B.C. Roy National Award for developing and popularizing
Pulmonary Medicine in India.
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1. (1) ol TS U T W W IR wRe Bl € | el I S@re @ ariires Scptear & areg
50 TST T TMTARIR FR1eT0T, SR 3iR WRIAd 3w d ¢ |

2, 17 BRI, 1950 DI IR U2 & TRIT Tl & Teb YR T H ST, 1. (S1.) UAT1E 7 &. Sil. HISHe Dletel, d@TS A
Fafdrcar Rren ura @ | 98 TSI SMYfI= STdTeH! (WIRA) & SaHRITd WhaR, fieel fAsafdened & deenrs ucd %
SRIC & Y4 e, T Sl AfSehe JAaIE, dRaTs & TR JiSRT f9RT & gd o7 3iiR TR 9cer IrIoT
IYFI SR SrRieT |, A%y & Yd Fawd 8, iR aadH d Wl ogs; HIShd Pleisl 3R JRUdle], TR
fasafaerer, ame, # fafeear Rem & Mewd iR o+ fafecT @ B & 0 § &H R B 8 | S84 99 1976 H
g7 Y T, ARy wu | qufed & U SIFTeddT UeT d’e & forg & fhar 2 | 98 Jufes @ &= # U dffas fags
2| S TN & AT I BRIHA (TISISU) @ R & T | 2 39 T B ol iR dol Afsdmd B,
TGS | RA H TP ARSdHe Dietel GRER # ol aTel Ugel Sicd (SIBMEITH) By BT 9T H Agcaqul AT 478 | 39
HiSd BT 918 H < AR B AT 700 HISHS Picioll § IR AT | I8 IRA & IS &3 I IV AT HIRIDH BT U 5
FHIPT H g5 Ioa SI07 H @ SAT 2 |

3. TFh IP fafheads BN & Srerran, Wl (S1) JTe geHra AR § ve aga dre fafder Riers off 21 aon
FRifdcar faafdenad ¥ f9HT &1 g R @ 14 961 & AR, I8 ASAT FipRDBIYI, ASHe ARBIDI, ARRID
3if=pIcTSll YfAe, arg TuoT | HefS T 18T Ba 3iR Tl ofd |fed 31eT goiv 4 31f¥d faeive arg g iR f[aafi
PR U fPTT BT TerN AISRIF & Ua aRig favmT § Ihaargds aad faan, S SR Uer 150 H 37U+ dvE &1 ugal
T & | S8 ART # "IeHIR) ISR & ST & /Y H ST ST & |

4. 1. (1) T¥Te MRA § Ugel @fth O e dIel guu &R I 299 @ g & STANT $I HhifTd sifeagfacd
JeHIRI AT, TURH 3R BHSl & HER & A1 ST, 3R 7 (Thyl & MR R AdWI+d @R FuR| B IhTeAd D! |
IEI 35 YT URATSIRI TR B foram & 3R 185 THSI, THTH, SIYH, THRITE iR HIea<l iR @ <era @l & | qufas,
Ao g T—afcRIe qufae, o, Ry w0 § 91! guuT iR I 89 & IR 4 S0 A INTE ARy WU 9 Secia@-iy
2| SR AT iR s fifdrear uf¥mil # 325 U3 waRia by & iR 12 gaa foredt 2, R aufess o) 4 gwaa,
HISIRANCH FHIDHIUT TR Ud YTad 3R A add— BT U Hardl A &, i faRiy 0 3 IR AR R o1mennRa 2 |

5. 1. (SF) TIE BT IRA &3 0T WY Afed g1 AR & &3 § Wi W e i &1 sregel g &1
3TIET 7RG T & | a8 SRS Biciot AT e BRI, Juay & AR Ta7R R 2, 3R I SMYfds sramra,
IR, 3RS Dletol 31 e ISR, JUAT iR e Bieist ATh BITRRE, Tl iR &ed & bal g+ Tg o |
S IR U I H AUl R MR a9+ I0T & fAf=T uggell & aR # SR &I 37avTd & o folq 350 ¥ 31fdd
ST ST TRadhalT AR, RIFRT 3fiR Nferai # /T foram, e iad: “Sel Joh IIRA” & <1ed! Bl AT fohar T 2 |

6. 91 (S1) TS 80 W AP REPRI b UTKIhd| I8 &, OTH 7RIFel dictal ATh I [BioRrE, 3fean, sfea ave
ARATSC], SYERGAIH UHIRIUeH i1 $fedn, oRRI® Teadl Irasc! 3ifh $fedn, $f$a TaIRITe 3ifh didrafol,
3R SFET Biere i Yaroll, SRUAT T8 TS SRIATANSH BT ATSHETSH FIaHE 31aTS, SR UQ¥ WRHR gRT I 3iiR
Arenfiel gRyg &1 A= 1RT REBR, IS JARYASH ABIEH (W) BT S AR A9 UdhSHD AN GREPR AT
IRA ¥ TeAN ARSRIA BT fABRia & iR A6 a9 & forg Sf. 9130, I I REBR ofia & |
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DR. GUDURU VENKAT RAO

Dr. Guduru Venkat Rao is one of India's foremost Surgical Gastroenterologists and the Director
of AIG Hospitals, Hyderabad, a globally recognized institute dedicated to excellence in Gastroenterology,
advanced surgery, research and academics. He is widely recognized for pioneering advancements in
minimally invasive gastrointestinal surgery and therapeutic endoscopy, significantly contributing to
strengthening India's global leadership in surgical sciences.

2. Born on 15" June, 1960, Dr. Rao received his medical and surgical training in India and
specialized in Surgical Gastroenterology during the formative years of the discipline in the country. Over
the course of his distinguished career, he has developed extensive expertise in complex gastrointestinal,
hepatobiliary, pancreatic and minimally invasive surgical procedures. He currently leads the
Departments of Surgical Gastroenterology, Minimally Invasive Surgery and Transplantation Services at
AIG Hospitals and heads an advanced surgical training program through which more than 150 surgeons
have been mentored in modern gastrointestinal surgery. He has organized several national and
international conferences, live operative workshops and master classes and has delivered numerous
named orations while serving as faculty at major global scientific forums.

3. Dr. Rao is among the few surgeons worldwide with vast experience in both advanced endoscopy
and laparoscopic gastrointestinal surgery. He has performed more than 12,000 complex gastrointestinal
surgeries and nearly 16,000 advanced endoscopic procedures. He co-pioneered the Natural Orifice
Transluminal Endoscopic Surgery (NOTES), commonly known as “No Scar Surgery,” and is credited with
performing the world's first Transoral Endoscopic Appendectomy. As a co-founder of AIG Hospitals, he
played a key role in developing an integrated healthcare ecosystem combining patient care, academics,
and research, while spearheading innovations including India's Islet Cell Transplantation program and
several pioneering hybrid endoscopic surgical procedures now widely adopted in clinical practice.

4. Dr. Rao has held several important leadership positions in national and international professional
bodies. He served as President of the Indian Association of Surgical Gastroenterology, where he introduced
structured non-technical skills training for surgical postgraduates aimed at strengthening leadership and
clinical decision-making abilities. He is also the Past President of the International Hepato-Pancreato-
Biliary Association and the Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy of India. He has actively promoted
indigenous healthcare innovation through collaborations with institutions such as the Indian Institute of
Science, Bengaluru, for development of a surgical simulator and IIT Hyderabad for a robotic nurse system
designed to strengthen healthcare delivery in rural and underserved regions.

5. Dr. Rao has authored over 224 scientific publications and several textbook chapters and serves
on the editorial boards of leading peer-reviewed journals. Through the Asian Healthcare Foundation, he
has led large-scale rural outreach programs across Telangana and Andhra Pradesh focusing on early
detection, treatment, and awareness of gastrointestinal diseases, benefiting over one lakh people
through screening camps and telemedicine initiatives.

6. Dr. Rao is the recipient of several national and international honours including the Dr. B. C. Roy
National Award, the Parliament Gold Medal awarded by the Government of India, and The Economic
Times Inspiring Doctors of India Award. He has also received honorary fellowships from several
international surgical societies including the Royal College of Surgeons of Glasgow in recognition of his
outstanding contribution to surgical gastroenterology and healthcare innovation.
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Sf. [T ddhe @ IR & THE Afdhd IRGIVRIANRE H H U 8 3iR IREIVCIIAToll, I+Id Foisl, STTHET
3R et # Scpeear & forg Fafta favg TR U= AT 9T AT URATS il SRUTe, BaIEIE & aed & | 9 <A
SR AgIZ TSl Aol 31R FAfhiTg TSR ®F I=1d e # araeht arroft 1fest & forg o= i & | 91 34
Tl A AfSThet fa= H WRA & dRad I Bl Gge B H Hedyol AT e |

2 15 SI, 1960 BT ST, SI. M@ - WRA ¥ FAfheqr iR Aol ufRreror ure foha ofik <91 § |Aisiee IRgIveRidrsl
P URMAPS I8 & SRF 59 A9 § favvsdr sifid @ | oroq faf¥ire aRIR & SRM, S=iF Sifed IRgIgexersd,
TUCIAferdl, tfhufed ik =gAaq sadfia Afsiha ufhamsil § aade faervsdr ifsid &1 | 9 adde 9 gergoll
Tl H Afsidd IR GexTarol, el s7afia Aol 3R giaic e Afdds Tl &1 ig@ &R @ 8 3R T
IId AiSidrel URIETT BRIGH & THE © oI A1ed W AMS IRGISCIeSTd Aol H 150 H 3f0d FoiAl bl
ANTE T 1T | S8 B8 IS 3R RIS T 1, AT9d ITRICT BRITTART 3R AR HEIRA BT AT
fopan e v df¥ae d=i1-e Hell IR AP & HU H B PR §Y B (A3 90T 2T |

3. ST 19 AT ¥R B I B Aoidl 4 A & [T UIRT I+Id TSIRDIUI 3R IHIED U IR SCIeSTd Foil QA1
H YD AT & | IBIT 12,000 H AP S IEISSTTSTA HoNl AR I 16,000 I~ USIDITUD STid AfhaTg
B 2 | SBH TR MRMB SiAgfATer TSRaIfE For (TFNEE) &7 He—=uvT fhar, R imdR R Al WhR
FoR & ®Y H ST AT 7, 3R 37 g1 B Ul SRR YSRGS sTifSacrl &t &7 519 faa a7 § | genssh
BIRUCT & We—|RAUS & BY ¥, I8i+ W a@g9Td, REnfdal R S BT AATPR T Ui wRey JdT
qRReIf®! T [IHRHa d3e1 § Aeayul YA®T TS | S9S 12T I IRA & 3w el SIAce™ Hrihd AR &3
el ETgfis USRaifte Afsiad ufdhansii dfed Farari &1 @ foar, 2 3/ @ues $U | A&Id R H
YT ST # |

4. S, 1@ 7 Y 3R IRMERT WIeR NP H g Aol ged Ual W SR fBA1 | I2M 3[S3 TR 3t
RAfThd IREIGCRIATSI @ JFedel & WU H BRI [T, S8l Ie I AR W&l ORI eHdmel 3T ggg dr & Sexd I
HORI & FATPRIR & [T TR IR—Th11ab] DIeret HiRIE0T s (3T | 9 §exermel suci—Ufhic—faferaR) TaIRTe &R
AATSET 31T IRLISCICIZTe! USRI 3T ST & Jd 3feiel M1 € | o |iotdhel RIeIeR & I & forg wRa fasme
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SMT. DEEPIKA REDDY

Smt. Deepika Reddy is an accomplished performer, an ingenious choreographer, a dedicated
Guru and a cultural ambassador.

2. Born on 15" September, 1965, Smt. Reddy belongs to three generations of classical dancers and
had her debut dance performance in 1976. Groomed by Padma Bhushan awardee Guru Dr. Vempati
Chinna Satyam, she is recognized as a leading exponent of the Kuchipudi art form. Her journey in
classical dance spans over five decades with performances at prestigious dance festivals across the globe.

3. Through her unwavering dedication, Smt. Reddy has made a profound and enduring
contribution to the propagation and advancement of Kuchipudi, preserving its rich legacy for future
generations. As the Founder of the Deepanjali Institute of Kuchipudi, she has mentored thousands of
disciples, creating a nurturing and disciplined environment that fosters artistic excellence. She has
ensured that no deserving student is denied training due to social or economic constraints. Her
influence extends beyond the stage as she has actively championed Kuchipudi through lecture-
demonstrations, school outreach programs and workshops in India and abroad, introducing classical
dance to new and diverse audiences, particularly young learners.

4. Some of the significant international performances of Smt. Reddy are: Festival of India in
Berlin; 'Year of India' at Bolshoi Theatre Russia; at Sri Lankan Parliament; 70th Indian Independence
celebrations in Turkey; International Bangkok Festival and Jeonju Sori International Festival South
Korea; performances at France, Serbia, Singapore, Indonesia, Japan, Dubai and United States. She
has also performed at Rashtrapathi Bhavan.

S. Smt. Reddy's choreographic vision has made Kuchipudi more accessible and relevant today by
preserving its core grammar while innovating its content and presentation. Her productions convey
powerful messages addressing contemporary, social and environmental issues like the concept of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam - one world, one family, Prakriti Rakshati Rakshitaha - encouraging people
to adopt a sustainable lifestyle, showcasing India's beautiful weaves, handicrafts, tourist
destinations and temples and a tribute to the frontline healthcare workers fighting the Covid-19
pandemic.

6. Smt. Reddy was the first woman Chairperson of Telangana Sangeet Natak Akademi,
Governing Council member, Sangeet Natak Akademi, Delhi; Selection Committee Member Telangana
State and erstwhile Andhra Pradesh State Awards, member of the Regional Film Censor Board and
Jury Member of Nandi State film awards, selection panel member of Khajuraho Dance Festival. She is
a Member of the Board of Studies in the S.N. School of Arts and Communication, University of
Hyderabad. She is an A-Top Grade artiste of Doordarshan.

7. Smt. Reddy has received several prestigious awards like Sangeet Natak Akademi award;
Telangana Government State Award, Kala Ratna - Andhra Pradesh Government State Award, Nritya
Choodamani - Krishna Gana Sabha, Natya Kalasarathy - Sri Parthasarathy Swami Sabha, Vani Kala
Sudhakara - Thyaga Brahma Gana Sabha, Akkineni Nageswara Rao Swarna Kankanam, Vempati
Chinna Satyam Lifetime Achievement Award, Devdasi National Award and Guru Deba Prasad Award.
She was also conferred Honorary Citizenship by Miyoshi, Japan.
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DR. PALKONDA VIJAY
ANAND REDDY

Dr. Palkonda Vijay Anand Reddy is a distinguished oncologist whose journey goes far
beyond clinical excellence. As the Director and Senior Consultant Oncologist at Apollo Cancer
Centres, Hyderabad, he has combined medical expertise with a profound human touch,
transforming lives with compassion, courage and unwavering hope.

2. Born on 20" October, 1959, Dr. Reddy with over 33 years of experience and more than
15,000 plus cancer cases treated since 1992, he stands tall as a pioneer in Indian oncology. His
specialization in head and neck cancers, along with ocular oncology, has placed him at the
forefront of cancer care, with a success rate that speaks volumes of his clinical prowess. His
academic journey includes prestigious fellowships from renowned global institutes such as the
Meyerstein Institute of Clinical Oncology (London), New York Hospital, Peter McCallum Cancer
Institute (Melbourne), and Wills Eye & Children's Hospitals (Philadelphia). He is also a full
member of several leading international oncology organizations including ASCO, ASTRO, ESMO,
UICC and AROIL.

3. Beyond his clinical work, Dr. Reddy is a passionate educator and academician. As
Chairman of the Indian College of Radiation Therapy, he has played a key role in elevating
oncology training in India. He has delivered over 921 CME lectures, authored 112 plus
publications, and organized numerous international conferences to bring cutting-edge
technology to Indian practitioners.

4. Dr. Reddy's career is distinguished not just by academic and clinical excellence, but also
by deep empathetic pragmatism. He believes that healing goes beyond cure - it involves care and
compassion. This vision led to the establishment of the CURE Foundation in 2003, dedicated to
making quality cancer treatment accessible to underprivileged patients. The foundation actively
runs awareness drives, cancer screening programs, anti-tobacco campaigns, and supports
focused research and academic activities.

S. In addition to his professional work, Dr. Reddy authored the landmark book "I Am a
Survivor" (English, Hindi & Telugu), featuring true stories of 108 cancer survivors, the first of its
kind globally offering hope and practical guidance to patients, and recently presented to Hon'ble
President of India. He is also a key contributor and associated with Sparsh Hospice, extending
palliative care to terminally ill patients, helping them live their final days with dignity and
comfort.

6. Dr. Reddy's advocacy efforts have had significant public health impact—most notably his
campaign against tobacco, which catalyzed major policy action in Andhra Pradesh. His life is a
testimony to a seamless blend of profession and purpose, medicine and mission. From a humble
rural background to a national icon in cancer care, he stands as a beacon of inspiration - a healer,
a teacher, and a true crusader. His life's prescription remains: Care, Cure and Crusade - a trinity
of values in the battle against cancer.
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SHRI HARICHARAN SAIKIA
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Shri Haricharan Saikia is an eminent cultural figure from Assam, who is widely
recognized for his exceptional contributions to Sattriya dance and music, one of the
classical art form of India. He is a master of Sattriya dance and music, excelling in both
performance and teaching. He dedicated his life to preserving and promoting this classical
art form and made it accessible to modern audiences while keeping its traditional essence
intact. His work played a significant role in bringing the Sattriya dance and music to
national and international audiences, showcasing India's rich cultural heritage.

2. Born on 3™ February, 1930, in Gosaipukhuri village, Lakhimpur district, Assam,
Shri Saikia was sent to "old Kamalabari Sattra", Majuli, a historic centre of Vaishnavite
culture and classical arts at the age of eight, where he began learning Sattriya dance, music
and other aspects of Sattriya culture from esteemed Gurus.

3. Shri Saikia performed Sattriya Dance before India's Independence, notably in
welcome ceremonies for British officers visiting Majuli's Sattras. He performed Sattriya
dance before India's first Prime Minister, Shri Jawaharalal Nehru and Second President,
Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan. He performed "Bargeet" with Maniram Gayan Moktar at All
India Radio in 1948. From 1938-1962, he was at Kamalabari Sattra. During this period, he
extensively travelled across Assam and other Indian States, performing Sattriya dance at
various occasions and festivals under the banner of Kamalabari Sattra.

4, After leaving Kamalabari Sattra, Shri Saikia trained numerous students in Sattriya
dance and music, passing on his knowledge and passion to the next generation. He
founded multiple Sattriya Sangeet Vidyalayas across Assam and encouraged women
participation in Sattriya dance. He was instrumental in organizing cultural events,
workshops and performances to showcase Sattriya dance, music and drama. Even at the
age of 97, he's still going strong, spreading awareness about Assam's rich cultural heritage.
He serves as the principal of "Bihpuria Sattriya Sangeet Vidyalaya", where he continues to
mentor younger generations.

S In recognition of his artistic mastery and service to Indian classical dance, Shri
Saikia was honoured as “State Artist” by Government of Assam in 1991. He was awarded
"Bayan" title by Kamalabari Sattra's Sattradhikar Chandrahash Goswami. He was
awarded a gold medal for Sattriya dance, in a dance festival organized by "Assam Sangeet
Natak Academy" in Nagaon (1954). The then Governor of Assam, in 1957, issued a highly
commendable Performance certificate to him. He was conferred “Sangeet Natak Akademi
Tagore Puruskar” in 2011. He is the recipient of “Rasheswar Saikia Borbayan Award” in
2018 from Sangeet Sattra, Guwahati and “Gunanidhi Award” in 2025.
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PROF. VEMPATY KUTUMBA i
SASTRY R

Prof. Vempaty Kutumba Sastry is one of India's foremost Sanskrit scholars, a distinguished
academic administrator, and an internationally respected authority in Advaita Vedanta, Darsanas, and
Sanskrit poetics. He currently serves as Chancellor of Sri Chandrasekharendra Saraswathi Viswa
Mahavidyalaya (SCSVMV), Kanchipuram, and holds the prestigious National Fellowship at the Indian
Council of Philosophical Research (ICPR), New Delhi.

2. Born 12" August, 1950 in Gudlavalleru, Andhra Pradesh, Prof. Sastry from an early age
displayed exceptional promise in traditional learning. He underwent rigorous training in Rigveda at S.V.
Vedapathasala, Tirumala, which laid a strong foundation in Vedic studies. He later pursued higher
education in Sanskrit and Darshanas, earning the oriental titles Vidyapravina from Andhra University
and Siromani from the University of Madras. He completed his Vidyavaridhi (Ph.D.) at Rashtriya
Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi, and further enriched his academic profile with an M.A. in Philosophy and
a Postgraduate Diploma in Yoga from Sri Venkateswara University. He has also been conferred honorary
doctorates (D.Litt) by S-VYASA University, Bangalore, and Kavikulaguru Kalidasa University, Ramtek.

3. Prof. Sastry has held several transformative leadership positions. He served as Vice-Chancellor of
Sampurnanand Sanskrit University, Varanasi and Sree Somnath Sanskrit University, Gujarat, and was the
founding Vice-Chancellor of Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (now Central Sanskrit University). His tenure was
marked by institution-building, curriculum innovation, and strengthening Sanskrit education at the
national level. Internationally, he served two consecutive terms as President of the International Association
of Sanskrit Studies, presiding over multiple World Sanskrit Conferences across Europe, Asia, and North
America, thereby enhancing India's intellectual presence on the global stage.

4. A prolific scholar, Prof. Sastry has authored and edited fifteen books and more than fifty research
papers. His recent monograph, Tatparya: An Inter-Sastraic Study, published by the Bhandarkar
Oriental Research Institute, is widely regarded as a significant contribution to classical Indian
philosophy and hermeneutics. He has guided numerous doctoral scholars, delivered hundreds of
lectures, and organized major national and international academic forums dedicated to Sanskrit
studies. Equally noteworthy is his pioneering initiative in Sanskrit pedagogy. The Samskrita-
Svadhyayah selflearning material, developed under his leadership, has brought nearly two million
people into the fold of Sanskrit learning and speaking. This innovative program has been adopted by
universities and organizations across India and has inspired several adaptations, making Sanskrit
accessible to diverse sections of society.

S. Prof. Sastry's contributions have been recognized through numerous honours, including the
President of India's Certificate of Honour (2014), Mahakavi Kalidasa Sanskrit Sadhana Puraskar,
Sanskrit Sahitya Seva Samman, Vedavyas Puraskar, Lokamanya Tilak Sanskrit Puraskar, and several
other awards from academic, cultural, and religious institutions. His unique ability to combine deep
roots in traditional Vedic learning with modern critical scholarship has won him recognition from
Shankaracharyas, Peethadhipatis, Mahamandaleshwaras, and the global Sanskrit fraternity alike.
Through his scholarship, leadership, and outreach, he has advanced Sanskrit studies, inspired
generations of scholars, and brought India's timeless knowledge systems closer to the world.
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AP IRTER) | A WU H ARG [SaTg & | 37U [, Sigcd 3iR Ugd & A1egd 9, So1+1 AP SJeIAT DI AT
JoraT B, fagmi @ difeal &1 IRT fFar 2, 3R 98 WRA @1 BIardiid S Hoferai & a1 & S¥d ol oy © |
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PROF. SHAFI SHAUQ

Prof. Shafi Shauq is an Indian creative writer who has authored/edited and
translated more than 106 books in Kashmiri, English, Hindi and Urdu.

2. Born on 18" March, 1950, in village Kaprin of district Shopian of Kashmir
Valley, Prof. Shauq received his Bachelor in Science from the University of Kashmir
in 1970. He later got admission to the Department of English, University of
Kashmir, where he did his M.A, M. Phil, and Ph.D. in English. He taught in the
University for 33 years and retired as HOD, Dean Faculty of Arts, and Dean Faculty
of Oriental Learning. While teaching, he remained actively participating as a
member in various national projects like Medieval Indian Literature, Encyclopedia
of Indian Literature and Oxford Companion to Indian Theatre. Besides writing
poetry and fiction, he has translated numerous works of Indian Literature, and
numerous Kashmiri works into English and Hindi. As member of various
representative committees of Indian writers, he visited China, Germany (twice),
London, and Brazil.

SN Some of the most important works of Prof. Shauq are: Kaeshur lughat,
(monolingual dictionary of Kashmiri), Yaad aasmaanan hinz (Remembering the
Skies), Zabaan ti adab (language and literature), Kaeshri adabuk tawaariekh (a
history of Kashmiri language and literature) and Kaeshur Grammar. His
translations include his series of books under the title 'The Best of Kashmiri
Literature'. He has also written scripts for numerous TV serials and film.

4. Prof. Shauq is recipient of several State level and National awards and
honours that include Best Book Award from Jammu and Kashmir Academy of Art,
Culture and Languages (19995), Sahitya Akademy Award for poetry (2006), Sahitya
Akademy Award for translation (2007) and Bhasha Samman Award from CIIL
Mysore.
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ul. B TP

1. THT dh Yeb AR oD ol o, STaie BedN, sl fEaT ok 3g H 106 |
31 GRIDT BT TG / HUTE SR rgaTs fHar 2 |

2, 18 T, 1950 I HIHR TSI B AMYAT STl S BIART Mg H ST, UI. AP 7 1970 H HIAR
faafdeneaa & fasm | e &1 SuTe 91 &1 | 97a H e HeHR [a=afdenera & Uil faum o
TeT felT, S8t | =i STl # UAY, TAfhd iR WIvas! &1 | =i 33 auf d& fasafdenea #
UMl R rTede, 9 Bhdhed! 3ifh 3MSH 3R ST Wdbed! 3% 3MRUed o1 & wU H
HATET Y | RIeT01 & SR, 98 Aedahlell= ARG A, YRAI Hfecd & fdaaier 3R IR
T & foU Sffrawrs Huf-a= ST fafi=t sy aRATSTH1eT # 9 & U ¥ Aihd 0 | 91T
oI X8 | BIAATY 3R BEIAT TG & 7T, IBi AR A2 DI Py Hiadl AR By BRI
HIRIT BT S 3R fFT  3are 6 § | IRAR J@e! &l A= afafie afafoal @ 9w @
HY H, I_IA A, SHAT (QT IR), e AR FAToilel BT aIRT [6aT |

3. WULYIP & B e HayUl BR 8 DYR JUTC (HIHRT BT UHHN! ARDT), AT ATHHTTH
fEST (SIRTAT DI ITE HRAT), AT T 7qd (W7 37R AIfe), D Tagd qAIRG (HLHRT |97 3R
AT BT ScT8Td) 3R BYR ATHRYT | ITeb AFATaT H ‘T I ATh HART ferexar’ e & dgd
SAD! D] DI ST WA & | S8 Dy Il TRIETEDI 3R {eH! & ol ueamer i fordl 2 |

4. 91, B BT P 9T WIRIY 3IR I REBR 3R T U 7, [ TR 3R HeHR Bel,
HEPI AR ATHT FBIaH (1995) W FIHS Y& JRIBR, HIAdl & oIy AR AhIaH REBR

(2006), 31aTE & oI HIZ JBIEH YREBR (2007) AR HISTSIMETA HIYR A 6] T YREDHR
oM 2 |
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SHRI BALDEV SINGH

Shri Baldev Singh is a veteran hockey coach who has rendered distinguished service to
Indian hockey for over four decades. He is known for his technical competence, disciplined coaching
methodology, and sustained commitment to grassroots development. He has made a significant
contribution to the growth of hockey in India, particularly through his long association with
Shahbad Markanda, Haryana, which emerged as a prominent centre for hockey training under his
guidance.

2. Born on 15" November 1950, Shri Baldev Singh completed his Master of Arts in History from
Punjabi University in 1977 and obtained a Diploma in Hockey Coaching from the National Institute
of Sports (NIS), Bengaluru, during 1979-80. He began his professional career in hockey with the
Namdhari Hockey Team, Bhaini Sahib. In July, 1981, he joined the Haryana Sports Department
and was appointed Coach at Shahbad Markanda on 1 January, 1982. He served there until 1986,
during which period he established a structured coaching system that laid the foundation for the
development of Shahbad as a recognized hockey nursery.

3. In 1986, Shri Baldev Singh served as Coach of the Namdhari Hockey Team at Jiwan Nagar,
Sirsa. He returned to Shahbad Markanda in 1993, marking the beginning of a sustained phase of
excellence. At the national level, he served as Chief Coach and Selector of the Indian Junior Men's
Hockey Team in 1993 and as Assistant Coach of the Indian team that won the Champions Trophy at
Madras in 1996. In 2000, he was appointed Chief Coach of the Senior Indian Men's Hockey Team for
the Sultan Azlan Shah Cup, Malaysia. From 2001 to 2004, he served as Coach of the Indian Men's
Hockey Team, including at the Champions Trophy held at Amstelveen, Netherlands, and guided the
team to a Gold Medal at the Asia Cup in 2004.

4, Shri Baldev Singh is widely recognised for developing the Shahbad Markanda hockey
nursery into one of India's most productive centres for hockey talent. Under his mentorship, the
academy consistently supplied players to national teams. Over the course of his career, he
mentored more than 80 international players and 8 Indian team captains. During his service with
the Haryana Government, he rose to the position of Deputy Director while continuing active
coaching. Although he formally retired in 2008, his services were extended multiple times, and he
continued his work with Haryana Sports Department till 2015.

S. After returning to Punjab, Shri Baldev Singh continued to contribute to hockey coaching at
Sri Guru Granth Sahib World University, Fatehgarh Sahib (Sirhind), and later served as Coach at
Khalsa College, Amritsar, from 2019 to 2023. In 2017, he was appointed as a core member of the
Olympic Task Force constituted by the Government of India to prepare a roadmap for the 2020
(Tokyo), 2024 (Paris), and 2028 (Los Angeles) Olympic Games. As one of eight core members,
alongside eminent sportspersons, he contributed to the formulation of recommendations aimed at
strengthening India's sports performance framework through an athlete-centric, coach-led, and
system- driven approach. In recognition of his outstanding contribution to sports coaching, he was
conferred the Dronacharya Award in 2009.

©
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st 9eieq Rz

N gelad 8 U Al Bla] Bid & S8l IR <2 | Afde FHI T AR Blep! D fARIE dar ward
DI T | TT YT Th-Tas] &, STRMT BIFRT UG IR T Wk & [Jard & ufd fFRaR ufcagar @ forg =
S 2 | SBi7 ART ¥ fIReey 9 WTEdre ARG S, SRATIM & A 37U od JeId & AgH ¥ Bl & f[dbr d
HEYoT ANTETH 3T 8, Sl 97 ANTaeie H giel ufiefor & fo Ush v g & wU H ST |

2. 15 TAER, 1950 DI 5T, #f1 golqd R 7 1977 # UoITd! fa=afdenea & gfier # "ReR 311 3y @ UeTs
TRI BT AR 1979—80 & QIRTA 7Rl S¥CICYC 311 WITH (TAMSUH), SIS I Bldb] DI H fSwr T ure b |
IR Bl H AU URTER HRIR B YA AR Bidb S, 411 A1f2d & A1 B | JelTs, 1981 H, I SRATIM W
T 5 enfier 81 7Y &fR 1 S7a’, 1982 B WMEdTE ARGST § HId gt By MY | S/ 1986 IH d8i WAl DI, 39
AT & IR I8l Uh AR DI YTl BT RRATIAT B, FTA U AT U 81! A4 & WY H W8S D
[EEZRCIIERSCIN

3. Ty 1986 H, #7 geTad 8 7 Slig" TR, RREAT § THER) 8fd] EH & @i & wu d S fdar | a8 1993 H
YMEATE ARBST e 3MY, T IHEAT & Y FRAR AR0T Bl YA BT Wl AT | TS TR W, IBIH 1993 H
IRAR SRR goN 8@l < @ T B 3R Fa9adl & wU H 3iR 1996 # AT H AU ol Siaw arel!
IRAR 9 & FE1d BId & w4 4 S f6a1| 99 2000 H, T G IOl M8 HY, FARRT & forg Wi
R GoY BT SIH BT 9 DI [1eh BT 171 27 | 99 2001 A 2004 Teh, I8 AR YU Bl SH & Pl &
U H B fhar, T Aievels & TRIcadd | maford s SroT W 3mfiet off, 3fR 2004 H TRRT &9 § 9 &I

0T UG fetTaT |

4. o goTed RIE BT IATEATE ARBST BT AR BT B! ITHTRT & folv MRT & Ha 1fh IATED Dal 7 A
TP & ©Y H BRI A B oI e SU | SIHET ST & | S96 ARG H, SThIeH! 1 R I Sl Bl
Raenfeal &1 MY @1 | 3707 HRIX & SR S=I 80 A 31D JARILT RIS iR 8 WRAI SH & dwdmi
BT ATTERIA BT | SRATUM TRBR & A1 U1 AT & QIRM, T8 Alshd DI SN IEd §Y IY [P & U qh
Ugd | BTl 98 NUATRS WU F 99 2008 H HATI &I Y o, <ifdhT S9! HARIl BT By IR I 1T AT AR
IBIM 2015 T SRATOT et fIRT & 1T 3TIHT BT ST T |

5. USTE dies & a1, &1 dofad g =1 # T3 o1 Aifed fasq faafdenes, wagwe afeq (§RfEs) § gl
PIFT H IRTETT <1 SR T, AR G718 H Y 2019 H 2023 Th WA Dlclol, JHAER H B & WU H B fHT |
Iy 2017 H, S5 ARA ARBR R (S ATeiUh SRD B & &I Fa & WU H [F1gwh fHA1 737 o1, ST 2020
(STaRIT), 2024 (URFT), 3TR 2028 (AT TRTT) @ieitd Well & oy Uh JASHY TIR BT | Ufified Raenfeat & e
3118 I Wl H W Uh & ®U H, I8 QIelic—diad, Dra—-Iqed dTel 3R YUMel—HTord giteadIvr & A i
YRA & WA UG SIe Bl A R b I I RIBIRET IR B § AN AT | WA TRIET0T H I I
ANTET & R WU H I8 a9 2009 H SIVTER] QREHR F&T b 137 o |
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SHRI YUMNAM JATRA SINGH
(POSTHUMOUS)
| E

—. .7
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Shri Yumnam Jatra Singh was a legendary Manipuri cultural icon and a distinguished
exponent of Nata Sankirtana, the traditional Vaishnavite dance and music form of Manipur. He
served as a visiting guru at the prestigious Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance Academy
(JNMDA).

2 Born on 12" September, 1923, at Tendongyan Awang Leikai, Imphal West, Manipur,
Shri Yumnam started learning music at a very early age. Over a career that began as early as
1949, he performed all across India. His life's work, spanning over seven decades, was
dedicated to preserving and promoting spiritual heritage, including training generations of
younger artists. He held a Diploma in Nat Eshei (1976) and Diploma in Nat Cholom (1980) from
JNMDA, demonstrating a deep academic and practical command over both the singing and
rhythmic aspects of Manipuri traditions.

& Shri Yumnam performed extensively in Manipur and beyond. He participated in several
festivals organized by Manipur Sahitya Parishad, Manipur State Kala Academy, and Guru
Gulapi Nat Sankirtan Academy. He also performed at Kirtan Festival in Tripura, Niti Leela and
Nimai Sanyas Festival in West Bengal, and Manipuri Nata Sankirtana show in Delhi in 1960.
Internationally, he performed at the Barak Festival in Bangladesh in 1949.

4. Shri Yumnam's contributions to Nata Sankirtana are timeless. His efforts played a
significant role in UNESCO's recognition of Sankirtan as an Intangible Cultural Heritage in
2013, and the establishment of Manipur University of Culture's Department of Sankirtan.

S. Shri Yumnam received numerous state and national awards and honours in recognition
of his outstanding service and contribution to Nata Sankirtana. He received Sangeet Natak
Akademi Amrit Award presented by Sangeet Natak Akademi, Delhi in 2023. He received the
honourable Khamen Chatpa (royal dhoti), Sana Khuji (Gold Bangle), and cymbals presented by
Maharaj Bodhachandra's wife. He was awarded the title “Nata Bhushan” at the 73rd annual
session of Manipuri Sahitya Parishad in 2008. He was honoured with the Manipur State Kala
Akademi Award in Nata Sankirtana by Manipur State Kala Akademi in 2013. A special honour
was also presented to him in the Diamond Jubilee of Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance
Academy in 2015. In recognition of his lifelong contributions, the Cultural Forum Manipur
presented him the Lifetime Achievement Award in Nata Eshei in 2016. In 2017, he was
bestowed with the title “Nata Ratna” in Sankirtana by Manipur Sahitya Parishad in 2017. He
also received the Harinam Maha Mantra Award by International Sankirtana Day Celebration
Committee in 2019. He held the title of 'Eshei Hanba' (chief performer) of the Shree Govindajee
Naha Pala. He was an approved artist of All India Radio, which helped extend the reach of Nat
Eshei beyond state borders.

6. Shri Yumnam passed away on 11" October, 2025.

©
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1 AT ST (48 U e AYRY ARG HId 3Mgd i 3iR T Haplad, il AR BT IRIRS JWG
T &R Wifid ®9 28, & Yo ufaftsd ufquresd o | S Ufifted STarevellal g% AR I JAdBIaH]
(STTTHEIY) # 31y % & ou & D1 fohar |

2 12 AR, 1923 BI, TSFATH JAART SAIhlg, STt UlReH, ATYR H ST, 311 JAH « 980 HH SH H
FT ARG g0 DR (AT AT | 99 1949 H YR Y AU DHRIR ¥, I14 W R H UG (6T | A1 S2Meh| A
PR 3R Frar <7 & oIy FHftd 1 | S=_IF SITATASIY & Ae TR (1976) 3R A Al (1980) # fewti™
T o, ST AR URURTS & TR SR Fddg Qi Us el R e SO 3R RTa8TRS Udhs i
=

3. 7 HH 1 AR 3R IHS d1ex Wl G0 wU A UG (b | Il AR Arfecd gRkve, AforgR
ST HAT IBTGH! AR T TeTUl S Hab I ABIGH! §RT AT Dy Scqdl H 9T forar | =i+ BgRy #
DI Heled, URFH dITel 1T ofTelT 3R TS S Aelcdd 3R 1960 ¥ faeetl # AfYRY e Havl ol
H Y 79 T | STARRISE R TR R $781 1949 H el el H a-Tdh BRRead H Uaeie fhar |

4. SN JAATH BT A Faldd H NG HIARNT 2 | IS FITAT 7 2013 H JAD! §RT ADBIAT Bl Th
I HIRpad ORI & WU H AFIAT o IR AR [=afdemerd S¥pid & Fali [G9RT &I 79T
Agcaqe fT g |

5. £ JAATH Bl S ADIIT H AU IPE AT 3R AN B {7 B 97 AR I REBR 3R
HHE TG 80 | S5 99 2023 ¥ GG ACdh fpred], faeell ¥ Gl Aed APl Md REPR AT |
AERIS TS &1 Uil §IRT S8 AR GHT FedT (SMET ), 1 ol (FI &7 1) 3R $isT 9 F=1a
foam T | 375 a9 2008 # AOYRY Wi uRYE & 73d d1ftfes T3 3 "I qUOT" B T | FHATT BT 121
o7 | I8 9 2013 H HIOYR I HeAT ABIGHT §RT I bl H HIVTYR IR DHeAT BTG JRIBIR I FHAT
fohar Tar 27 | Ay 2015 H STATERATS 8% AOIYR T ABIGH! B Bk ST FARIE H S7o b (IR A
A1 yaT T T o1 | S 3MTSilas IRTE Bl «wd §Y, Aihided 9 A0YR 7 I 2016 § A¢ Qg 4
ATSHCISH TS JAATS T&T [T | a9 2017 H, I8 AR AIMETH TRYE §RT AP/ § " 1" DI T
A TG (T T T | S8 2019 H SRS Habld (3o FARIE AATT §RT 8RA™ 78T #5 DR 41
A | S_I &7 A 18 uTell & ‘TS EFaT (& HAAThR) 6 SUT IR0T 31 | I8 3iidl SiSar Sal &
T JFAIST BATDR 2, T IS B FHBIT I W 7 TS Bl Ugd Bl [IKIR B H #EE B |

6. ST AT BT 11 TFCAR, 2025 BT e BT 147 |
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DR. ASHOK KUMAR SINGH

Dr. Ashok Kumar Singh is an eminent researcher, educator, and visionary research leader
whose pioneering contributions have transformed Basmati rice cultivation in India.

2. Born on 1% July, 1962, Dr. Singh earned his Bachelor's degree in Agriculture and Master's
degree in Genetics and Plant Breeding from Banaras Hindu University, followed by a Ph.D. in
Genetics from ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), New Delhi. He joined the
Agricultural Research Service in 1994 as a Scientist in the Division of Genetics at ICAR-IARI and has
led the Basmati breeding programme since 2008.

3. Dr. Singh has been associated with the development of 27 rice varieties including 11 Basmati
rice varieties as the lead breeder. These climate-resilient, short-duration, high- yielding varieties,
possessing resistance to major diseases such as bacterial blight and blast, have gained widespread
acceptance among farmers, industry stakeholders, and consumers alike. Currently, the varieties
developed under his leadership occupy nearly 2 million hectares more than 90% of the total Basmati
area in India—and contribute to 50,312 crores of foreign exchange annually (2024-25). Short-
duration Basmati rice varieties (Pusa Basmati 1509, Pusa Basmati 1692, and Pusa Basmati 1847)
developed by He enabled farmers to increase cropping intensity and diversify cropping system for
enhanced income. The development of eight disease- resistant Basmati varieties by him lowered
cost of cultivation and minimized pesticide residues, thereby reinforcing India's competitiveness in
international Basmati trade. He also spearheaded the development of herbicide-tolerant Basmati
varieties, including Pusa Basmati 1985 and Pusa Basmati 1979, suitable for direct- seeded rice
cultivation. These innovations save up to 30% irrigation water, lowered production costs by Rs.
5000/acre and reduced greenhouse gas emissions by 30 % while promoting a sustainable, low-
carbon Basmati production system.

4. Dr. Singh has guided 34 Ph.D. and five M.Sc. Students making substantial contributions to
human resource development and mentoring numerous young professionals who now serve as
scientists, educators, administrators, and entrepreneurs in India and abroad. As Director of IARI,
he strengthened the institute's stature as a premier global institution. During his tenure, IARI
received the Sardar Patel Outstanding Award and secured the top rank in the Agriculture and Allied
Sector under the National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF-2024). An accomplished scholar,
he has authored over 200 research papers in reputed journals, with an h-index of 41 and more than
6,300 citations. He is a fellow of leading scientific academies of India including INSA, NASI and
NAAS.

S. Dr. Singh has been bestowed with several prestigious national awards like, Rafi Ahmad
Kidwai Award, C. Subramaniam Award, Nanaji Deshmukh Team Award, B.P. Pal Award, Borlaug
Award, Om Prakash Bhasin Award and VASVIK Award etc., recognizing his outstanding
contributions to agricultural research and education.
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Si. 3Elie HIR RiE

<. 37l HAR RiE va ufafted e, Rier iR Raefl srgdam spoh 8 e faftre dnem
F IR ¥ I AT B WA BT BRITheT B a1 2 |

2 1 TS, 1962 BT 5T, Sf. (8 7 9IR4 123 fa=afdenerd | $fY # T iR AR iR Urey Jof-
H FAD IR SUT BRI @1, S8 a8 S M UGSIR—ARIT HiY JTH HRIM (AMETARAS), 715 el
H JMARIDT 3 NYEST BT | I8 1994 H SMSHLSR—IASYIARINE & AR JART 3 I d & w4 H H
ST 34T ¥ MM §Y 3R 2008 | TR ST BRISHH BT ~Tfed PRIB ¢ |

3. 6 T wE uoe @ U H IRI) e &1 11 fewl dfed 27 aad fEE @ e 9 9 @
2 | U STAaRg—3T e, ¥ AW B, Iod IUST dTell (b, T SaIRISA AT8e IR RS S U 101 &
T BRI et et 8, 7 forarl, SenT fRaure! sk Surhell & 919 wmads werian s1hid @ © |
AT H, I "qgcd H A fhwdl D1 231 9IRA H del ITAHdl &5 & 90% W 31 o 2 ffera
TICIR W & — 3R AAFT (2024—25) 50,312 HRI§ (Il &T BT ARG IRl & | I gRT [AHaa
DI I aTael Bl fhe Al (AT IR 1509, THT IRTACH 1692 AR GHT STHAIT 1847)  fhaAml
DI BHA FEA I IR TG §s M & oIy Bl YoTTell | fAfGear o e 9911 | 391 §1RT 3113
RIT GfCRIE I e & fdehra -1 Well 1 NI Dl DA BT TR HIcID faRul bl 64 fhar, foraa
AR AT TR H YR BT W THBAT BT af [Hell | S2id WY 99T drell arad] &l Wl & fo1g
SUYTH, TSR] G BT, FST=TH QAT Sl 1985 3R YT a4l 1979 MASA €, & a1 b1
Al g o | 39 FaraRi | g @ ari @l 99d 30% 6 81 I &, STa arTd 9 5000 Uit Tdhs i
HHI M 7 3R YT BT I IO | 30% DI HHI T B, A1 B b1y, BH HIe Il Icared
YOI T FTar fHerd 2 |

4, S 78 9 34 qUa ST @R Ui AU, BET BT AFTee fhar g, e aa gare e |
AUl AN 3T § SR g Ja1 URIAR] DI ARTGeA a1 2 ST 31d wRd iR fa<=n # demf-ie, Riefa,
URITA® 3R STH & U H BTH R IR B | MYURTRRTS & e & ©U H 71 AA™ DI UfTST Bl Th
TRg dfAad AR & ®Y H Aol (BT | S97d HRIGIA & QRTH, SYR3MS Bl FER Ucd Ihe
REBR AT 3R IR FRART AT hAdd (TTTERIRUG—2024) & ded HiY iR Hag &F # 3 ¥
BT @ | U H31el fagH, & wU H Ssi+ Ufafted ufareii § 200 ¥ Af¥e 2y ux ford &, Rieiar
TI-SSRT 41 B 3R S U 6,300 W Afdh WS € | I8 3741, U7 Y U 37Ts 3R TH T T U4 <fed
IR BT TG IS B & Bl o |

5. Sf. 8 BT PN ™ AR Rier § S99 IpE AN & oIy IB] 378He fhads YREmR, Al

FIAVIH REHR, AN S S GREBR, LU UTe REPR, IRANT YREDBR, 1A T FAIT REDR
3R Irafde REDR MMM T Ps AIST IS GRIBRI A TG (5T AT |

Q




Padma Shri

SMT. SIVASANKARI

Smt. Sivasankari is a distinguished Indian writer renowned for her profound
awareness of social issues, exceptional sensitivity to human suffering, and
unwavering commitment to stimulating thoughtful reflection among readers. Over
five decades of sustained literary contribution, she has emerged as a powerful voice
of social conscience and occupies a prominent place among the most respected and
influential writers of her generation.

2. Born on 14" October 1942, Smt. Sivasankari received her school and
collegiate education in Chennai. She completed her Bachelor of Science degree as a
University rank holder, reflecting her early academic excellence.

3. A truly multifaceted personality, Smt. Sivasankari has made an enduring
contribution to contemporary literature through an extensive and varied body of work.
She is the author of more than 30 novels, approximately 40 collections of short novels,
over 100 short stories, 16 travelogues, three biographies, and a two-volume memoir
chronicling her own life. Her writings are noted for their depth of research, social
relevance, and humanistic perspective. Her magnum opus, "Knit India Through
Literature,' stands as a landmark achievement in Indian literary history. The project
involved extensive sourcing, research, and translation of literary works from 18 Indian
languages recognised under the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution of India.
Completed single-handedly over a period of 16 years, this pioneering endeavour is
widely acclaimed as the first of its kind. Conceived as a form of literary tapas (penance),
the project aims to introduce Indians to one another through literature and culture,
thereby fostering national integration and mutual understanding.

4. Smt. Sivasankari was selected as "Woman of the Year 2000" by the
International Women's Association in recognition of her outstanding literary and
cultural contributions. In 1997, the Golden Jubilee year of Indian Independence,
she was honoured by Femina magazine as one of the "50 Women Who Have
Influenced the Evolution of Independent India." She was also one of the four writers
whose works were recorded in her own voice for the Archives of the U.S. Library of
Congress during its bicentennial celebrations in August, 2000. Her numerous
awards include the Bharathiya Basha Parishad Award, Premchand Rashtriya
Sahitya Sanman, Vision of Indian Literature.
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Al Rraera

A Rraeiep?) Tep afciitsd YR <iRgepT €, Sl AT el &1 Tex] qqs], Ad1d ursT
& U STARIRYT FaeTeiierar iR ured! # T fIaw & IRT & &I sice ufiagar @ fog S
ST & | 9T G2l 9 3ffde & FRAR Aifefcdds ANTar & AH W, I AHIfoidh Ia1 ol Udh Hekh
3ITETST ghR SHYI B JHR AU UIg] & FaH FHATIIT TR JHTERITeA i@l H Ueb THRI T+ R[]
=
2. 14 IaCHR, 1942 BT ST, AT RIaRia’] o ==Ts H YT el 3R Dlcisl Bl el ure
D1 | Sei fa=afdenery § Sea Yo Ui HRd 8Y (= § e &l SuIfe Q&1 1, Sl S77eb] IR AP
Nerfdrew Iptedr Bl R B |

3. Al R gggel ufea™r &1 o=t 8, [Ssl 3o @mue iR fafdy sraf & aees |
FHBIC Al ¥ AT AN AT 2 | 98 30 W AfHd SUITAI, TTHIT 40 oY SU=ATH & |,
100 W 3AfSh TG PATAI, 16 ATAT gAlll, I Sial~rAl AR AU Sia BT goiF DR dlel &l sl B
AR B IRIDT & | ST oG Dl T8 Y, ATHISTD TIATDHT AR Aadraral gieadior & foy
ST ST & | S9! Halpte Hid, "Aifecd & AIH W 4R Bl SireAl’, ARG Alfsfcad sfagr §
U HIel 1 TR & | 39 BRI § 9RA & AIYTT Bl 33T AT & i AT U 18 IR
HIYTAT &1 Afefcde HIcrl T U e, IS 3R AT AMAS © | 16 I DI A H bl Bl
96 §RT U1 DI T I8 00 T 37U dRE & Ugol Hiolde & w0 H AYS w0 4 Ueifid 2 |
AIfcgd TR & WU H YRGBT 5 HIoide BT Ie Aiiecd 3R ARl & Aegq F IRAI! Dl
TH—gaN ¥ URIRT BRI 7, T R UhdT 3R M1 HHST DI ge1dT Heldr |

4. ST REged 3 96 Ihe Affcdd AR ARG AN & FHM H JRIS
HIEET T §RT " 3MTHh § IR 2000” & WU H AT 71T | a9 1997 H, R WA= Dbl Fof STl
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Padma Shri

DR. R. SREEDHER

Dr. R. Sreedher, a veteran radio broadcaster with experience of more than five decades, is a person
committed to visualising and adopting futuristic technologies in radio and audio podcasts. He is now an
Emeritus Professor at Apeejay Stya University and also the President of Media4Community Foundation.

2. Born on 6" June, 1947, Dr. Sreedher received his Bachelor's, Master's degrees and Doctor of
Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Chemistry from University of Madras. He joined Aakashvani in 1976 and joined
Doordarshan (Television) later, working his way up from a freelancer to Director in both Akashvani and
Doordarshan. He was Director of Electronic Media Production Centre (EMPC) of Indira Gandhi National Open
University, New Delhi and media research centers at Anna University and IIT, Roorkee. He retired as the
Director of the Commonwealth Educational Media Centre for Asia (CEMCA). He has also worked as a
consultant to UNESCO, UNICEF, Commonwealth of Learning and other international organizations.

3. Dr. Sreedher is a passionate advocate of educational, interactive and participatory radio to blend
edutainment and infotainment to engage audience proven by a program called Telecommunication with people
on the move (1983), a live real-time audio programme, in which listeners' questions on science were answered
by experts over radio, when mobile phones were not in operation for grass root communication. His early use of
satellite technology enabled path-breaking interactive radio programmes like tele-meet (1984) and linked
remote regions such as Leh, Lakshadweep and also Antarctica via INSAT-1B. For the scientists working in
Antarctica, children thousands of kilometers away sang national poet Subrahmanyam Bharti's song 'odi
vilayadu papa” in one voice highlighting National Integration.

4. Dr. Sreedher in association with the National Council for Science and Technology Communication,
Department of Science and Technology developed the longest radio science serial for children titled “The
Human Evolution” (Manav Ka Vikaas) broadcast in 18 Indian languages simultaneously through 200 radio
stations with 1,40,000 school children as registered listeners during the pre-internet era. He also established
more than S00 “Rural Radio Science Clubs” to promote science communication at the grass root level and
launched “Radio Schools” aimed at providing continuing science education through air waves.

S. Dr. Sreedher has played a central role in launching Gyaan Darshan group of channels, the first 24-hour
educational Television Channel and Gyaan Vaani, an educational FM Radio network which revolutionised the
Open and Distance Learning (ODL) system in the country. He designed and launched India's first Community
Radio station at Anna University in 2004 and instrumental in establishing more than 300 Community Radio
stations in India and is now aptly and fondly known as the “Father of Community Radio” in India.

6. Dr. Sreedher launched a radio podcast service called “Anubhav” to showcase the skills and record
lifetime experiences of senior citizens to help both young and old and energise their lifestyle, thereby improving
their mental and physical health. His other radio podcast service, “Sainik Vaani”, is aimed at celebrating Kargil
Vijay Diwas, in which talents and real-time experiences of Ex-servicemen are featured. He is also into giving
voice to transgender individuals in the name of Ashirwad Radio, and trying to motivate children of 21st century
to have a dialogue with their grandparents to understand traditional methods followed by our elders in
preserving the nature. He created Radio Vision using World Space Radio in 2002 and is now dreaming of visual
radio using 5G or 6G or DRM or DAB technologies to replace news television.

7. Dr. Sreedher has received four Aakashvaani National Award for innovative Radio Programmes and a
National Award for Science Popularisation. He was a finalist for World Technology Network Award 2002 in
Education. He has received an International Lifetime Achievement Award from Asia Pacific Institute of
Broadcasting Development (AIBD) in 2025.



ggH i

. AR, #MeR T Jr7dl AT RS & o2 TN JARer & & # uiE qwdnt A AfF B 3 ¥ | 98 US U A 8
Sir areprerarelt 3R Siffear dfsde H wrdl Heifeadl ol faeiid B 3R S 3 & oy ufes € | 98 aaae 4 vdiel 9.
faeafdernery 4 THRed HHeR € 3R NISA SIS BrS S & Hegel W € |

2, 6 S, 1947 BT 5, SI. #MeR -1 A9 favafdeneaa 9 AR e § W de, FaeRR R Sac 3 et
(roer)) & Uy uTed @ | SR a¥ 1976 H STHIRIATON | BRI BT YHIMT Bl MR 918 # I qREL (SHfIoH) | I | S
SATHTRTETCN 3R GG aF1 # WIAER A Fawred & w0 4 o1 fFar| a8 sfaxr Tl i g6 favafaenem, =8 el &
Setagii+e HIfEAT Arsaer e (SUAURT) T o1 [Ieafdene Ud earsd], Tsal H AIfSdT JIJHe™ el & az® I3 | 98
TR IS e WA dx (M) A e & wu # Ja1g< 80 | S8 Iw], Y%, iaded] Afh AT iR
I ARSI TS B AATEDBR & w4 | | B fhar g |

3. ST, #eR 2ifere, Hararetd iR FEHrll SMHTRTEre & Jael THA® © | g1+ Q18T AR ARG (TgeHe) iR g g
FARGH (SPICTHC) B FH- A SIS Pl SIS $T HITH [HAT € | SHBT IITERVT 9N 1983 H Y (HAT TAT SCellbrg e g
Yue i € g Hd BRisHH B, S {6 Raer T e J=aRor avel SifSar wrishH o | 98 98 99 o 579 39 Al & greff §
HiaTge BIF 81 BT AT, U 9 H Al §RT a9 A e U9 Y0 Ol o 3R fRrv=i gR1 (S & 7 9 S9o IR 2y
ST o1 | 39 SUIE HINRIG] & URME IUINT -1 99 1984 H Cell—HIc SN SRYd HdTa ARG BRIHH BT AN TLR b,
ST oI5, eTEIT 3R STCThICHT S RIS & &1 BT STAC— 141 & SIRY TST 7T | IfSThicahT H BRI IR I TRART Ieh! & forg,
BRI fheARIeR R a7l = I i GIaTogd R & 1 ‘ATl [ISTITg urdr’ 1 b TR H MR M1 Tohell Bl el T |

4. ST, $feR 7 IR fasH SR denfie! War aRkve, fasme sik denfire! favrT & dganT & 9=ai & o aevt o
3epTeraTel fae URmETed Aa &1 A’ (€ SAT Saeye ) & 707 {5 | 39 S1ieH &7 TR 18 MR Wi # 200
ST TIMAT & A ¥ AT 771 3R $exe G A Usel 1,40,000 [AETl BTF 59 TS ST & | $RI1 S WiR WR a9
HAR BT gTdT & & ol 500 I M “TTHIVT FSAT FASH Fed’” Bl R 7 iR AT femerdi” o goad a1, [T dea
IS TR & AT A AR fsm B Rretr uare He o |

5. ST, #fleR ¥ 24 ©C TERY dTel HerH Wfad Sellfdoi o+l — S 34 o-cl g 31X ferdh ThuH Sl sieasd — =
ol & YARAT H Dl YADT FTg B, FTR <21 7 b Sl gReer et @Sivd) yormedl # wifd o1 &1 € | $819 av 2004 H 3711
faeafaene™ # wRA & Uge AMETIRe AT e &1 feuieT IR far iR g9t dremvr far qer 9Rd # 300 A S1f¥d
AR ST TCAT BT FITAAT 3 Ayl (AT (4TS 37 319 I8 WIRA # WIS (SAT S S1F 'S w0 4 UG © |

6. . #MER <1 “IfPHT” THD Teh ST UISHRE T P DI | SADT e ARG ANTRDT & DIt Pl ST FAT ST %R B
AR 3R ATRIRS TR H GR BT | 770! ga%) AT UishRe HaT, 81 arol”, ol 3eed HRAT O g &1 Sres 7+ 2,
PRIHH PR B 6, 3R I8 2141 F&l P deall DI URT PRIQ & b I AU I[aT—aTal A Hara I DX dAlich d Tpil & ARET0T A FS 5
IRARS AERIT T TSt b o1 SAN o—goff1T = TR T | S8 ¥ 2002 H Tefs TR ST BT SUART v NfSAT I TIR o
3IR 374 FAAR AT I SITE 5G AT 6G AT DRM AT DAB iR 1 STRINT dvas fajaret NSl &1 §u-T S 32 & |

7. ST, #MeR 31 W= rprRErfl HRIHH & forg TR srhrEmfl ISR JREBR IR A5 B A6 0F 999 & foy uh
ISR GREBR el © | 98 el 7 ae8 Salaltoll Aead QREPIR 2002 & fol WigfoRe o | $8 a¥ 2025 # YRR 4fifha
SRICIE 3 ASHIRST STATHE (TATTS) W IR TI ATGHEIZH AITHE 3fare el 2 |

©




Padma Shri

PROF. SHYAM SUNDAR

Prof. Shyam Sundar is a distinguished Professor (Hon) of Medicine at the Institute of Medical
Sciences, Banaras Hindu University (BHU), Varanasi. He is an internationally acclaimed clinician-
scientist in infectious diseases, particularly visceral leishmaniasis (kala-azar). Over four decades, he has
seamlessly combined patient care, teaching, translational research and has established BHU as a
globally recognized centre for research on kala-azar, a neglected tropical disease.

2. Born on 30" November 1953, Prof. Sundar obtained MBBS and MD (Medicine) degrees from BHU
and subsequently joined the faculty at the Department of Medicine, and remains a BHU faculty. He was
born and brought up in Muzaffarpur, Bihar, the heartland of kala-azar, and witnessed the plight of kala-
azar patients. He set up a charity field unit - the Kala-azar Medical Research Centre (KAMRC) - in
Muzaffarpur in 1993. This charity provides free diagnosis, treatment, food, and travel expenses to this
underserved population. KAMRC has now become a model for clinical research, with high impact on the
national policies in the diagnosis and treatment of kala-azar globally. He has mentored generations of
physicians and researchers who now serve in leading academic institutions in India and abroad.

3. Prof. Sundar played a key role in the clinical evaluation and global adoption of the rK39 rapid (10-
minute) diagnostic test with a drop of finger-prick blood, enabling early and inexpensive diagnosis in
remote areas. He led landmark clinical trials that established miltefosine as the first effective oral drug
for leishmaniasis. The ease of diagnosis and oral treatment were the major factors in the launch of the
Kala-azar Elimination Program (KAEP), jointly launched in 2005 in India, Nepal, and Bangladesh.

4. To find a shorter treatment devoid of Prevailing long and toxic therapy, Prof. Sundar demonstrated
the excellent efficacy of one-dose liposomal amphotericin B (AmBisome). This landmark study, published in
the New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM) in 2010, demonstrated that a single 10mg/kg dose of
AmBisome was safer and more effective than the prevailing one-month treatment. WHO recommended this
as a first-line treatment. Thus, there was a paradigm shift in the diagnosis and treatment of KA.
Subsequently, the US Manufacturer announced free donation of AmBisome to the three countries
participating in KAEP, and other high-endemic African countries. Adoption of this single-dose AmBisome
treatment helped India, Nepal and Bangladesh to achieve the target of KAEP between year 2023-24.

S. Prof. Sundar is ranked at the top in the world in the field of leishmaniases and Kala-azar from the
year 2013 to date. Over the span of his career, he has published extensively in academic journals,
including NEJM, The Lancet, etc. He has the unique distinction of being the only Indian publishing
chapters in the World's most renowned medicine textbooks, Harrison's Principles of Internal Medicine
and Davidson's Principles and Practice of Medicine.

6. Prof. Sundar has been a recipient of several prestigious accolades. He has been the President of
the Association of Physicians of India in 2022, and that of the Clinical Infectious Diseases Society of India
in 2015-17. He is an elected Fellow of all three National Science Academies of India. He was honoured as
Distinguished International Fellow-2017 and Clara Southmayd Ludlow Medal-2025 by the American
Society of Tropical Medicine & Hygiene. The President of India honoured him with the Visitors' Award-
2016. He received ICMR's Ambedkar Award, Kamla Memon Award, and PN Raju Award. Ranbaxy
Research Foundation Award 2002, and Anne Maurer Cecchini Foundation Award 2010, Switzerland.
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DR. S. G. SUSHEELAMMA A

Dr. S. G. Susheelamma is a distinguished social worker and Founder-President of
Sumangali Seva Ashrama, Bengaluru. For over five decades, she has dedicated her life to the
service of abandoned children, distressed women, tribal communities, senior citizens, and the
urban poor. Affectionately known as "Amma," she is widely respected for building one of
Karnataka's earliest integrated grassroots welfare institutions, providing shelter, education,
healthcare, livelihood training, and rehabilitation to marginalized communities. Known for her
profound, self-sacrificing compassion, she remains a global symbol of mercy and humanitarian
service.

2. Born on 24" May 1939 in Karnataka, Dr. Susheelamma began her career in social service
before voluntarily leaving employment to devote herself to social service. In 1975, she established
Sumangali Seva Ashrama with the objective of providing holistic care and longterm support to
vulnerable sections of society. Starting with limited resources, she built the institution through
sustained community participation and personal commitment.

3. Under Dr. Susheelamma's leadership, the Ashrama has established multiple welfare
initiatives including Premananda Makkala Kuteera, a residential hostel for orphaned and
abandoned girls, Basavananda Higher Primary School, Sumangali Seva Ashrama Girls' High
School, and Kanmani Kindergarten providing free education to children from economically weaker
families, Sowharda, a short-stay home for women in crisis, Punyakoti Vanaprasthashrama for the
care of elderly women, primary health center for urban poor, and a free polyclinic offering primary
healthcare and mental health support. Thousands of beneficiaries have received shelter,
education, medical care, counseling, and vocational training through these initiatives.

4, Dr. Susheelamma has also implemented extensive rural development and women
empowerment programmes across Karnataka, including adult literacy campaigns, formation of
self-help groups and Mahila Mandals, vocational and entrepreneurship training, microcredit
initiatives, and Panchayat leadership development. She has worked closely with tribal
communities such as the Iruligas and kurubas through sustainable agriculture and livelihood
projects, and spearheaded the Vrikshamahadasoha environmental movement which has resulted
in the plantation of over forty lakh saplings across the State. She has further served on numerous
governmental and institutional committees addressing literacy, women's welfare, workplace
safety, and community development.

S. Dr. Susheelamma is the recipient of three national and three state honours including the
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar National Award, National Award for Child Welfare, Dr. Durgabai
Deshmukh Award, Basashree Award, Kittur Rani Chennamma Award, Devraj Urs Award, Lakshmi
N. Menon Award for Literacy, Nadaprabhu Kempegowda Award, and multiple recognitions for
lifetime contribution to social service. She has received Honorable Doctorate Award given by
Karnataka State Akka Mahadevi Women's University, Vijayapura.
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Padma Shri

SHRI N. SWAMINATHAN

Shri N. Swaminathan is an eminent artist in the field of Tamil music. The canonical
collection of hymns to Lord Siva in Tamil language, known as Thirumurai, are sung
traditionally by Othuvars in Tamil Pann Isai which is the root of present Carnatic music. Of the
Othuvars of the present day, he is the supreme artist who is capable of making the audience
spell bound during his performances of musical discourse. He is proficient and connoisseur in
his art and attracts so many ardent followers across the continents.

2. Born on 6" July,1945, Shri Swaminathan received his early education in his native place
at Thanjavur district of Tamil Nadu and started learning Tamil music at Thevara Padasalai of
Pichai kattalai estate of Thirukadavur, a famous shrine and then at the school of
Dharmapuram Adheenam at Mayiladuthurai. He became a master of the art and served as
Othuvar in many temples of Tamil Nadu and later worked at Thiruttani Lord Murugan Temple
for nearly 26 years. Hence, the name of the place Thiruttani has prefixed to his name as
Thiruthani Swaminathan. He has imbibed and enriched himself in the intricacies of Tamil
Pann Isai and became very popular for his stage performances among his devotees.

3. Shri Swaminathan has served as a teacher in V.S. Trust, a charitable trust to Lord
Nataraja Temple in Chidambaram and seven students were given intensive training in
Thirumurai Isai by him. He has travelled far and wide especially Singapore, Malaysia, Sri
Lanka, South Africa, Switzerland etc. He is an 'A' grade artist in All India Radio, Tiruchirappalli.
He has so far released more than 100 cassettes and compact discs of Thirumurai Pann Isai. He
is now the head of Thevara Padasalai of Dharumapuram Aadheenam and is giving training so
students in its above act. He has devoted more than 55 year of his life to this fine art.

4. Shri Swaminathan's integrity and devotion in this field have attracted many institutions
to honour him with awards and titles. He has received twelve awards to his credit that includes
Kalaimamani Award by the Government of Tamil Nadu; Sangeet Samrat by Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan, Coimbatore; Thirumurai Kala Nidhi by Dharmapuram Adheenam; Dr. Sirgazhi
Govindarajan Award by Karthik Fine Arts, Chennai; Thirumurai Isai Kala Nidhi by
Thiruvavaduthurai Adheenam; Sandron Virudhu by Sekkizhar Kalai Panpattu Kazhagam,
Chennai; Isai Kalai Selvar by Ramalingar Pani Manram, Chennai; Thirumurai pan Isai Semmal
by Perur Adheenam, Coimbatore; Thirumurai Isai Maamani by Aran arul, Chennai;
Thirumurai Isai Sittar by Kovai Sekkizhar Thirukoottam; Pann Isai Perarignar by Tamil Isai
Sangam, Raja Annamalai Mandram, Chennai; Thirumurai Rathna by Malaysia Hindu Sangam,
Kuala Lumpur.
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BRI {HAT § 3R I8 §RT AT Bl &I [THHRIE $9T8 | e U0 f&ar a1 o7 | I+ R,
AR, sfidid, <fEor ampidT, Racores 3nfe <wil @ I=| @l € | 98 narerar, fasfrmedt #
YT TS HATDR & | SD! 319 T [THHRTS U~ SIS DI 100 I 3MH Dt AR pirdae &b Refol
TS 2 | I8 319 gHYRA A & aRT UGS & T § 3R BTA! HT AR < W2 & | S/ U SiaT
@ 55 3 AfTH a9 3 AfTd Bl DI FHT fhU & |

4. 3 WA DY, 39 &3 H o1 3R GHUU | d Wl 7 98 REPR AR Ul |
I BT 2| ST aRE REBRI A I b 71 2, RH dfRerg TRAR §RT HelgadA
MTTERTST YREPRY GHYRA AFTH GRT [B9RTS Hefl M [roargeyRs = gRT rosRTs 4TS
FHeAT (IR VMAHSR HATS T=TUg, HoTTH, T gIRT A (IO MR T #9RM, I §RT $9TS
PHATs HeaRA YHR IEH, DRI §RT [ATHRTS U SIS AT 3R 31%el, I~ g1 [ToqRTS 518
HAMFR BIATs AdhR Prodhed gRT [oARTE 3418 RIRT AfFd $HATE I TSIl 3Tl HavH,
I~ §RT U~ 3T WRRTARY AR fEg HTH, BATATAYR §RT [THHE IT AAS ¢ |
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DR. KEWAL KRISHAN THAKRAL

Dr. Kewal Krishan Thakral is a practicing surgeon based on Ayurvedic principles. He is
widely recognized in India for his role in pioneering the Kshar Sutra treatment for fistula in ano
and other Kama Vedhan, a small surgical procedure for the treatment of bronchial asthma. This
has made Ayurvedic surgery very acceptable to masses.

2. Born on 10" October, 1938, Dr. Thakral received his Bachelor of Ayurveda with Modern
Medicine and Surgery degree from the University of Lucknow in 1964 and D.Ay.M. (Shalya
Shalakaya) post graduate degree from the Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, in 1968 and
topped his class. He worked as House Officer, Resident Medical Officer, Lecturer, Reader,
Professor and Head of the Deptt. Shalya Shalakaya in State Ayurvedic Colleges, Uttar Pradesh.

3. Dr. Thakral moved to San Francisco, U.S.A. in 1976 as a research surgeon, Deptt. of
Surgery, School of Medicine, at the University of California and invented (1) macrophage
angiogenesis factor, (2) Platelett angiogenesis footer and (3) corpus luteum angiogenesis factor. He
then joined as Principal, State Ayurvedic Colleges, Uttar Pradesh and was given the responsibility
of Dean of the Faculty of Ayurveda, Kanpur University, Kanpur. He then moved on as Director of
Ayurveda and Unani Services, Uttar Pradesh with added responsibility of Director of Ayurveda and
Unani (Syllabus Evaluation). He was then appointed as the National Gum at the National Academy
of Ayurveda, New Delhi. He mentored numerous Ph.D. and M.D. theses.

4. Dr. Thakral was invited to over 80 seminars and conferences to share his knowledge. A few
profile conferences he has been part of, are the International Conference (Nepal)-1991),
International Conference, Juntendo University (japan-1992), Chief Guest, Japan Ayurved Society
(Japan-1992) and Chief Guest, National Conference, Faculty of Ayurveda (I.M.S., B.H.U.
Varanasi, 2015). He has served as a moderator at the Publication Division, C.C.I.M., New Delhi,
and is an expert member of the Uttarakhand Public Service Commission, Banaras Hindu
University and the Public Service Commission, Uttar Pradesh. He also served as a member of
Ayurved Advisory Committee, Central Council of Indian Medicine, Education Committee
(C.C.I.LM.), National Task Force on Kshar Sutra (Department of Ayush: Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, Government of India), and as the Vice- president of Administrative Council
(Kalyanam Karoti-Lucknow). He has served as President, Institutional Ethical Committee (S. Ay.
College: Lucknow University) since 2013 and has been nominated by the President of India as his
nominee for selection committee for the Faculty of Ayurveda (IMS, BIIU) since 2013.

S. Recognizing this, Dr. Thakral has been awarded with Ayurved Ratnakar - 1991, Ayurved
Brihaspati 1992, National Herbal Protection Award - 2010 and Shalya Vigyan Ratna in 2015.
Vividh Puraskar- Uttar Pradesh Sanskrit Sansthan, 2014, Lifetime achievement award-
International- 2016, Shalya Vibhushan- IMS BHU 2025. He has also been awarded three
fellowships: (1) Fellow of International College of Angiology (U.S.A. - 1979), (2) Fellow of Academy of
Indian Medicine, B.H.U. - 1997, and (3) Fellow, Rashtriya Ayurved Vidyapeeth, New Delhi-2001.
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SI. ®dc HV SHIA

Sl FHae PV SHTA AGdfed Igid & el KIfhId € | ST IRa # 'R g Ffeear & Aem |
IER (fistula in ano) & SYAR 3R FIHA SRTHT & IUAR B U oY A UihAT ‘HH 98" & 3ofl & w7 4

AT g U & | S $1 TATAI A SIA & 419 Agdfad e (e &1 WhRIdm Bl Hhl IR 2 |

2 10 3TACAR, 1938 DI ST, Sf. THA 7 qY 1964 H RIS, [Aeafdenerd A AAS Afhedr va wreafsar §
AT I Td 99 1968 H I9RY fag favafderne, aRORT 3 SR .UH. (I WTeATa) H FTdd R dl fef
T B 31X YT Bell H Y I 91 T | IBiH IR U & ATdid AYA(Gd bietall H 8194 B,
RfTeT AP e SIHAR, AR, SR, B AR A ATATHRI 9T & fedel & 1Y H B (5T |

3. ST, 3HRTA qY 1976 ¥ bicthI-ar faeafdenes & e e AR & weg fRafhar T § va oy
Aot & WU H T HIRRD!, MRBT MY 3R F81 S=i7 (1) HbIhol TRTATOHRT hacy, (2) ©icele ST
haex AR (3) BIH Ffead TR haek BT AMAHR fHAT | 9D SWIA, I8 SR IS & I
IMYdfaeds Bletoll H JIHRER & wU H YD Y 3R I= BMYR [Aeafdenad & mgde o™ & S &1
STRETIRICT AT 7 | TgURId, I8l TR Yael & AYde Gd JAT a1 (Haznery # Feerd & wu § i e,
TR 9% U fQwrd, SMdE Td JATN (UTseishH Hedidh) T IfaReh TR Y oI | Teaeard S TSy 3Mgdg
faemdie, =3 faeeh § I 7% g foam 31 | S=i 3Fie U1.ea S, IR TA.SY. 9 ydei ol Arfes {6 |

4. ST, SHRIE BT U S DI AIS P oG 80 W 31D TNISAT IR ARSI H S fhar 17 | I8 gIRT
GRMIT fhU 10 B U9E ARIEH] H ARSI T (TUTe—1991), TR FHe— Sjcs! favafderne
(STTAT—1992), TR JAfAIY— T RIIE ARATSC! (SMA—1992) 3R T JAfAMY— I Tt RIS Fhr (BT,
TH.UH,, 9,093, IRIUR, 2015) A & | S=H ALALSE.TH, 718 ool & YD fI9RT H U Aievex & wu H w1 &
2 3R I8 ITRIES Al 3T IRINT, R4 {25 fAwafderera qern SR ueer dlid JaT 3R & fIRwe 9evd € | S
3Mgde HeledR FAf, AR e darg aRve, R aRfERIIETE), aR 93 W ISR SRS B (3TgY
TR ey Td URAR HedTo] HATed, TR WRBR) & Fexd & ®U H IR TR TRYE (GearvM drlfa—aEgs))
& IUTEHET & WU H ¥ B 5T § | 98 a9 2013 W WK A G (ST sgdfad bielot: d@s; [dedfdener)
& 3FET B WU H BRI © AR IY 2013 H BT 9RA & IR KT MJas HHRI (SMSTHTH, TaTgaMg) Bl aa |t
& fory Ireufdl gIRT 17 afth & v A A © |

5. S SHIS DI ATl BT AAAT <d §U S8 APdQ IR (1991), MY JEwT (1992), IS gl
HRETUT QREBR (2010) 31X TTed fASIH ¥ (2015) & FHATFIT e 17 B | 92 SO IQeT A AR g1 fafder
TREBR (2014), ITRRTERT AZHIZH SFATHE TaTS (2016) AR e fRToT— SMETATH S1Tery (2025) 3 AT TaToTT 7T
T | 32 A BAIRNT: (1) ell 31Tt SRS Dletol T URTITHTST (FTH.T— 1979), (2) Bell 3T YasHI 31T fea
AR, A, (1997), 3R (3) ell, T 3MYas fdemdis, 73 faeel (2001) MUSH B L T |
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DR. GOPAL JI TRIVEDI
(POSTHUMOUS)

Dr. Gopal Ji Trivedi was an agriculture Scientist and former Vice-Chancellor of Rajendra
Agriculture University, Pusa, Bihar.

2. Born on 15" February, 1930, Dr. Trivedi received his Bachelor of Agriculture and Master of
Agriculture Extension Education degree from the Agriculture College, Sabaur, Bihar in 1954 and 1958
respectively. He did his Ph.D. in Agricultural Extension Education from the Indian Agricultural
Research Institute (IARI), Pusa, New Delhi in the year 1963. Later, he worked as Professor in Tirhut
College of Agriculture, Dholi, Bihar. He was Director, Extension Education, at Rajendra Agriculture
University, Pusa, Bihar and later became Vice-Chancellor of the same university from 1988 to 1991.

3. The contribution of Dr. Trivedi in developing a socio-economic status scale, popular as Trivedi
Scale' for rural families has been pioneering not only in the country but the whole world, which
introduced the concept of measurement of qualitative characters into quantitative terms. Popular in the
area as Gaon Purush, Kishan Mitra and Karma Yogi, he was living continuously since last 34 years in
his village, a rare example for a person of his stature due to his love for rural life and living and interest in
farmers prosperity. He helped farmers to improve their productivity and enhance their income.

4. Dr. Trivedi's efforts got 22 farmers to convert their abandoned water logged chaur area of 86
acres for fish-based farming system popularly called as BABA (Bihar Aquaculture Based Agriculture)
which helped to increase the level of underground water table in adjoining areas, providing direct
employment to marginalized rural population. Muzaffarpur area being famous for litchi cultivation, he
introduced the concept of Private-Private partnership (farmers and agro industries) which helped
farmers to produce quality litchis. This motivated farmer for setting up litchi processing plant in village
itself. He was the first farmer in the State adopting rejuvenation and canopy management in his Litchi
Orchard when nobody wanted to cut and prune branches of Litchi trees.

S. Since last five years, on the principle of Think Global, Act Local, Dr. Trivedi initiated a
programme to increase the productivity of Maize to USA level (10 ton/ha.) from 5 ton in Bihar State. He
took initiatives to convince the farmers towards growing winter maize to enhance the production. With
new technology farmers started getting a yield of more than 10 tons, thus increasing the income of
farmers and employment.

6. Dr. Trivedi was honoured by Chief Minister, Bihar, for his contribution in the field of Agriculture
in a Farmers Conference at Patna in 2012. He was awarded gold medal in 1954 for standing first in the
whole state in an essay competition organized by Bihar Rashtra Bhasha Parishad and given by the then
Hon'ble President of India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad. He received Krishi Rishi Award (2015) at the Mahatma
Gandhi Chitrakoot Gramoday Vishwavidyalay, Chitrakoot. He was honoured with Life Time
Achievement Award by the then Hon'ble President of India, Smt. Pratibha Devi Singh Patil for
contribution in agriculture in an International Conference held at Delhi in November, 2011. Excellence
in Extension Education Award was given to him by the then Prime Minister of India, Shri
Chandrasekhar on the occasion of the International Conference at Delhi in 1991. His outstanding
contribution led to his citation as personality of significance in Reference Asia, Asia's Who's Who of Men
and Women of Achievements, 1995.

7. Dr. Trivedi passed away on 12" May, 2026.
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Sf. Murd Sft ady (wRonuRia)

<. Tt St B3 v By Aefe o 3R ol $fY RAreafdener, gam (ReR) & yd gedf & 9o o |

2 15 TRET, 1930 BT ST, SI. P&l =1 a4 1954 AR 1958 H HHLT: [98R & HAR R PN Bietsl A BN H 1D
AT PV JAR RIef H FAD IR B U U BT | I=814 a9 1963 H WA PV SHTT G (IS YARSTE), T,
T3 faeell 9 S yaR Riem # diva S @1 | 919 4 S5+ fiRgd 3N #eifdenad, drel, f[deR iR & w9 4 B
fpar | a8 Ioig SN fAeafdere, g (FeR) 4 g9R e & fewe 2 ok a1 H av 1988 ¥ 1991 T 4!

faeafaene™ & geufd a1 |

3. <. B3 gnr aror aRaRt & forw faeRia & 18 amiie—anie W Wod, R Ay wu 9 B
el & AATH W ST ST 8, Bl <2 & 78l giod [a%d WR UR Y S0 AN AFT S &, Fora JomeAes el
DI HIAHS WU H ATI DI LRI Bl AU [T | &3 § I 7a gou’, fodr B3 3R ‘sHanfl’ & wu d S
ST & | TTHIOT ST & TfT 9 T 99 IR foari @ g & 9fa afdagdt & HRoT 98 fUsd 34 quf 3 FRaR 1o
B 7fg H B 2 U, 91 S99 oI e ] $ Afth gRT AT T Goivl ISTEX0T B | 2 [Ha] Bl IATadhdT 98T
3IR ID! 31 H gfg PR H HecdYU! HSTI HaTd B |

4, Sf. <) & Taral 9§ 22 fHEHl 71 31U 86 Uhs & YR Ud SIeTRId Tl ‘AR’ &3 Bl AcRI—AETRT By
gorrell # gRafcid foan, oy A ©u | 961 (vdv — 38R dardenr 9% TilidedR) & 1 A ST Sffdl & | 39
Ul W THUTH o &3] H Yoiel Wik H i g AT THIVT &3 & e a3 bl Fediel JISHTR YT 31T | JOTFhRYR &3 ol
e & fore ufrg 2 | I8t S Foi—rof wrfiery &) sraeon wgd @), o famt ofi pi—smenRa Seit
@ AT A I8R UTaT Pl ciral BT IATE A9 83T | 30 Usel W URT SR fbaml = 71T H B il IRRbRoT A
T B 6T ol o | 519 3ifraier fhdar ofi=l @ Ui &1 IRarRll &) dels—8els - & oy JIR 81 o, d9
IR AU Bl il IR H GASiiad AR bl Gde BT qhei1dh ATATDHR 15 H Ueh Yl I&TeRT U foha |

5. ool Ufg aul 9 "ie dEd, Tae b’ & RIEid R BRI - g¢ Sl BEdl 7 [98R g H qawr a1
IATEHAT BT 5 7 U IR A IQTHR IARDI & WR (10 ST UMY 2FCAR) Tb Ugar & I8 H UP HIIHH TR

fopar | S=iF fHamT ol 2NdeTells AddT S & oI Wieaned fear dife STTed 9¢ Ad | 78 db-ld] bl 0 A
At @1 10 9 Ui gacaR I W 31ferd UTarR e o fl, T S9! 31 31R JISHTR & J7a¥R 93 |

6. S, 391 T $Y &3 H I7 Aeaqel ARTEH & forg ay 2012 H geHT 3 AT T fhar Axierd 3 [98R &
EHA] §RT AHT T 13T | a9 1954 ¥ S8R rsg4reT uRve gRT Aifora fHaer afcraifiar § qx 15 3 ger oI
YT R RS2 9] Uadh TaTd b1 T, ST S 9T & AR & -1 IeUfa ST, ¥olws UI1E g7 fedm 1 |
Ty 2015 § I e Rerd Heraw el RiFde aMiey favafdened gRT $Y ® R&BR I =1 fHar 1 |
TIeR, 2011 # facel H SMANRTT U AT T § FHY &5 H 970 AFTEM & foly I MRA & dchieie g afe
S wforar <) Rig uifed gRT A1s% <IgH JidHe 3rars U fhar T | a8 1991 # facell H IR STaRRIE
AT B JTHR TR It IRT & Aoblel= JTTHAT 57 AGRER §RT YaRiTeld S99 TaRIC e Ul 31aTS I 1
T AT | I ISP ANTEM S HRUT 99 1995 H I© Nhd YRR — RIS 8gal g 3i% #9 Us g 3ifh
3rdaHCH 4 Ua fafdre ifthed & wu 3 il Sgd favar |

7. . 30T o7 12 |, 2026 BT He= B AT |
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SHRI ARVIND VAIDYA

Shri Arvind Vaidya is an eminent artiest, who has lent his presence to
Gujarati theatre, Hindi television, and films, embodying characters for over six
decades.

2. Born on 3™ May 1941, Shri Vaidya journey began with formal study—a
Diploma in Drama from Gujarat University in 1966, earned with first-class
distinction at H K Arts College. Soon after, he returned to the same institution as a
lecturer, guiding young minds while directing and performing in memorable
Gujarati plays such as Paritran and Raigadh Jyare Jaage Chhe. A chapter of service
followed at the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), where he contributed as
a Production Assistant to meaningful programs. Amid this, he brought nuance to
the screen in the widely cherished series ‘Bhala Bhusana Bhed Bharam’.

3. Shri Vaidya founded Natya Sampada, his own production company, through
which he produced, directed, and acted in more than seventy-five full-length plays.
Each work carried the quiet weight of dedication, gathering recognition along the
way. In 1993, Mumbai beckoned him opening wider horizons. Multilingual and ever
adaptable, he moved fluidly across Gujarati, Marathi, and Hindi theatre, even
venturing into a Bhojpuri film. He directed the Marathi television series Harya
Narya, extending his craft into new realms.

4. Even at the age of eighty-five, Shri Vaidya remains an active presence—on
stage and screen—his spirit undiminished. Across more than three hundred plays
directed or performed, and over a hundred television appearances, certain roles
linger in memory: plays like Nokhi Mati Ne Nokha Manvi, Antim Adhyay, Paritran,
and Amey Barafna Pankhi; beloved shows including Sarabhai vs Sarabhai, Baa
Bahu Aur Baby, Khichdi, Saas Bina Sasural, Ladies Special, and the endearing
portrayal of Bapujiin Anupamaa.

S Shri Vaidya is the recipient of Gaurav Puraskar from the Government of
Gujarat, best actor and director awards at the All India All Languages Drama
Competition in Delhi, repeated recognition from the Gujarat Sangeet Natak
Academy.
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£ RfdT I8 U UG HelldR 2, TBi1 B8 Ul | Afdd T9g A TR F144, &
Tofifas oii fheri & a3 # &1 frar 2|

2. 39, 1941 DI STH, &1 G° B Qef0rh ATAT NU=TRS eqTd & A1 Y 8 gay 1966 H
ORI fasqfdener | Ared § ST, T & sficd dicsl 9 YA S0 H fSHfcaRr & |rer qof
g3 | 39 QR 918, I8 U AT & U H ST A H dle Y, I=I aRATT iR a7e SR
ST © O ATATR I[ORIAT ATeeh! BT e iR S99 Ja= &Hrd gU Jaril &l Anfeg fbar |
AR AR SJTHIT FITSH (SART) H AU WA Y& DI, STal Isi+ A1 HRIHA & ol T
ISR JRRCS & ®Y ¥ U INTETA AT | 59 414, 98 AN & 4% AT w0 A AT I Sell
"ol YOI g A H IRIFHAT DI US IR b 37 |

3. S 99 7 Ul WG] B USRI BUHl Acd HUGT Bl RO B, e Jregq | I8l
TR W 3MH S ATCHI BT AT, e f6ar 3R I 19 {621 | I Bri | S7d FHuor
a1 919 fawrs faar i S8 59 & | g faarg | 99 1993 H, g = S7cb foT¢ AT 3fa<R]
D1 RIT @il QT | g9l JIR FHRIT Srfaneteiiel, a8 Yok, #RIST 3R el fuer # Hgordr |
e B 1Y, I aF 6 T HIogd fhen 3§ 0 M o | S'IA WIS Selfdo siga sk
ARTT BT e T, TR S9! Bell B 137 3iR AT AT e |

4. TR WIS BT S H A1, AN dY 7Y 3R Ue IR Aihd WU A B BRd X8 © AR IDh] I8
D eI BT | Ial A4 A1 ¥ 3D A1l | Fawr (b a1 4T foram iR 4l 4 318 cefifds &
FRIEH H BRI (BT, ST HB [PRER FHAT TG I8 & ARG! AT -1 ARIT A1, 3ITH 37T,
GRAT 3R AT IRGAT G Y ATCd; I8I1 ARMIg a8 GRS, 91 98 AR 941, Ra=ge!, a4
99T RIS, TIEIST TR IR STUHT H aTgSil & RN 307 A b0 27 H B 6 |

5. 2 9% I ORI AR W TR REDR, facell H 3iael IR ARIel R |91 e
FfrA # Fdes AfAar iR e REPR SR TR HHid Fedh FhreH d IR—aR
FHEATTI febam 7T |




Padma Shri

PROF. JUZER VASI

Prof. Juzer Vasi is Professor Emeritus at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay. His
research and teaching have been in the areas of semiconductors, microelectronics and solar
photovoltaics.

2. Born on 25" August, 1947, in Mumbai, Prof. Vasi received his Bachelor of Technology
(B. Tech.) degree from the Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay in 1969, and the Ph.D. degree
from The Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, USA in 1973. After spending a year as a Visiting
Assistant Professor at The Johns Hopkins University, he returned to India, and joined IIT Delhi as a
Lecturer in 1974, and was promoted to Assistant Professor in 1978. In 1981, he moved to his alma
mater, joining the Department of Electrical Engineering at the Indian Institute of Technology
Bombay as an Assistant Professor. He was promoted to Professor in 1983. He served as Head of the
Department (1992-94) and Deputy Director (2006-09). He retired from IIT Bombay in 2015, and was
appointed Professor Emeritus in 2017, in which position he continues.

3. Prof. Vasi started his research in semiconductors during his Ph.D., and continued it first at
IIT Delhi and then at IIT Bombay. He started, with colleagues, one of India's first postgraduate
programmes in Microelectronics at IIT Bombay in 1983. He taught semiconductors and
microelectronics to a large number of students, who now lead major companies in India and abroad.
His research focused on CMOS devices, and one of his early projects in the 1990's was developing
radiation-hard CMOS technology for space applications. Later, in the 2000's, he and his colleagues
set up (with IISc) the state-of-the-art Centres of Excellence in Nanoelectronics, and the ground-
breaking Indian Nanoelectronics Users Programme (INUP). The latter opened up the facilities at IIT
Bombay to researchers from across India, thereby spreading the culture of semiconductor research
throughout the country. In 2010, at the behest of the Principal Scientific Advisor to the Government
of India, Prof. Vasi changed his focus from nanoelectronics to solar photovoltaics, co-founding the
National Centre for Photovoltaic Research and Education (NCPRE) at IIT Bombay. This in turn led to
Prof. Vasi being asked to undertake the solarization of the National Salt Satyagraha Memorial in
Dandi, and subsequently IIT Bombay being made the Design Co-ordinating Agency of the Memorial,
which was completed in 2019.

4. Throughout his career in both semiconductors and solar photovoltaics, Prof. Vasi stressed
the importance of interdisciplinary, collaborative and inclusive research, which he deemed
necessary for making an impact on major national missions. He worked with groups of faculty and
students in a cooperative mode to ensure success. Their work both in semiconductors and later in
solar energy has helped create an ecosystem which supports these critical areas of technology.

S. Prof. Vasi has published 200 papers in leading journals and conferences. He is a Fellow of the
Indian National Academy of Engineering (INAE), and a Fellow of the Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers (IEEE). He received the Lifetime Achievement Award from IIT Bombay in 2013,
and the Lifetime Contribution Award from INAE in 2018. He received the Excellence in Teaching
awards from IIT Bombay in 2000, 2009 and 2013, and the IEEE Simon M. Sze Education Award in
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ql. SR ardl

1. R RN MR Wit @R (SrEansdl) df § MweR TARed & SHST Iy &R Rreror

AHIhSdeR, AIShIgldg e TR Aleik Bicialfecad & &3] H X8 T |

2 25 37T, 1947 BI Gag H ST U1 IRAT 7 a9 1969 W AR W] WA, i A TR 3ATh carlarol]
(@1 <) B fSh ar Bl 3R a9 1973 H FCHR, JUAY H & AT Biufeha fafdernera ¥ diyas! ol Iure ura
DI | T S gufda faafdernera # e a¥ & forg fafSfeT i IR & wU # BRI a7 & 918, 98 WIRd dlc
3IY, 3R Y 1974 ¥ ATgATSC! faoet] H AT & WU H ATAS 8T, 3R a9 1978 H HBID AHER & WU H UGI=Id
30| a9 1981 H, I 37071 AT Rreror WA, R Wefie! wwer df ) # faga gonfaRky 9T 4 va Jers
WHHR & WY § BRI B o | 72 a9 1983 H WHER & BU H UG~ (5T TAT | IBI+ TN & T-T (1992—94)
3R IU e (2006—09) & U H B fHAT | g8 99 2015 ¥ ATSIMST! dIFl A HaATI 8T, 3R a9 2017 H HHIR
THREH g by 1Y, A Ie R I T gU € |

3. o1, T ¥ 3 YIUEEl & SR AHIbSae]] H 9T T Y% b3, 3R S9 Ugel Mgans el faeell 3R i
SIS a9 H ORI AT | S=_i9 a9 1983 H 33N dfFd H AZhIScldel=ad § YRd & Ugal APk
FIRAEH H W TH B YA AU AR B AT B | S IS A& H BEI Bl WHIHSIER 3R
ATgshIgcIag ~Tad UGTIT, ST 314 A AR Qe # JH@ Huferdl &7 I PR ¢ | IAHT 2 HITHATH IUBRON
W Bfad €, 3R Y 1990 & b H ITH! YB3l URATSTIB H F U AARET JFIANT & foru ISTI—are
HTHSNU Urenfire! fawmRid B a7 | 916 #, a9 2000 & TS H, S/ 3R ITd AeAAT 7 AAIgAaei—ad |
IPHEAT Bs (SMSIMSTEH! & A1), AR TE ST FIscliag o Jord AT (ST &1 W9 B | 39
PRIHHA B ded N R & AdHdRll & oy ssnsc! diF # Flaenii &I Suaer B 73T, f9d ¥ <9 H
D SICY ITTHUTT DI FIHIT BT TR T3 | I8 2010 H, IR TXBR & UL JIdh AAGHR & He U, Ul.
IR 9 AIgaS iR ¥ AR WICdifecdd U JT0HT €019 dfad fHaT, iR 178.31s.3). dfF § IR Biedifecd
AT Td e D (TTALULSRE,) B FE—ATUAT Bl | 39 YRV W@wy A1 9l BT TSl H IS THD
ARATIE RS B AIRBRYT BT BT B B (ol PHET AT T, 3R 918 H T3NS Il DI RSP Bl (S5 T
TOIAT FTIT ITT o1, ST B a¥ 2019 H YR g3 |

4. AHIHSaeR AR AR BICEIfeca™d QM H 30+ HRIX & SR, I IR 7 i AvITHD, TESARTHS AR FAN
ST & Hew IR IR fon, foR S8 U9 Isey Mgl ok yord STef @ fo7g araeares A1 | Sl Abetdl JiHreed
PR B olg HBII IR BTAT B Al B AR ASANHD NI I B [T | FHSTER 3R 918 7 AR Holl & & H S
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DR. NARAYAN VYAS

Dr. Narayan Vyas is an archaeologist of global repute, whose contribution towards world
heritage sites namely Bhimbetka and Sanchi of MP and Rani ki Vav (stepwell) at Gujarat, created a
widespread awareness for India's unique heritage and its preservation and conservation.

2. Born on 5" January, 1949 at Ujjain, Dr. Vyas did his MA in Ancient History & Culture followed
by a PG Diploma in Archaeology. His pioneer work on Rani ki Vav of Gujarat earned him a Ph.D, while
Rock Paintings of Raisen region and Bhimbetka got a coveted D.Litt.- very first in Hindi in the discipline
of Archaeology and is inspiration to new generation. Academic pursuit/research is still ongoing.
Academic world uses his association with Spanish Rock Art experts and scientific data collection of
over 650 pre-historic tools as study resource for scholars.

3. Dr. Vyas' career began in 1972 with Archaeological Survey of India(ASI). 37 years of illustrious
service was spread over Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh and UT- Daman & Diu and he was also sent to Myanmar as part of Cultural Exchange
Program in 2005. He had key role in excavation at Sanchi, Satdhara, Bes Nagar, Bhimbetka in
Madhya Pradesh, Goraj and Rani ki Vav in Gujarat, Thanesar, Sirpur and several another sites. His
expertise helped in developing a strong data base and documentation for future use and he also
authored book on Bhimbetka. The vast expertise of his career tenure finds utilization in various active
roles viz membership/association/headship of learned bodies, antiquity collection, giving lecturers,
public outreach, publishing books and several research papers (more than hundreds). His insistence
on self-study, constant endeavours and flame of curiosity resulted into rich dividends in the form of
association, awards and key roles.

4. Dr. Vyas was associated with National Archives of Indian Historical Record Committee,
Domain expert member in National Screening and Evaluation Committee (ASI), National Monument
Authority, Maharaja Vikramaditya Shodhpeeth, Ujjain and as a Project Coordinator ASI for
documentation of monuments of Madhya Pradesh. Presently he is associated with Wild Life Board
(Member), Government of Madhya Pradesh, Itihas Sankalan Samiti, Madhya Bharat Prant (President),
Indira Gandhi National Center for Arts, New Delhi and Ujjain Smart City Project and prestigious
Centre-D-Estudis, Contestans, Concentaina of Spain which works in comparative study of Rock Arts
of India and Spain.

D Dr. Vyas was awarded with prestigious Dr. Vishnu Shreedhar Wakankar Award (Government of
Madhya Pradesh, 2019), Satish Chandra Mittal Smriti Samman (Akhil Bhartiya Itihas Sankalan Yojna,
2022), Kalashri Samman (Sanskar Bharti, 2023) and recognized by ASI on its foundation Day (2011)
for his outstanding contribution in Archaeology. His name also finds a mention in Limca Book of
Records (2019) for collection of ancient bricks. His lifetime work reflects exceptional dedication to the
preservation, study and dissemination of India's rich Archaeological heritage. He stands out for
documenting 1500 sculptures of Rani Ki Vav, working with World Heritage Committee of Rani Ki Vav
and Bhimbetka and also discovering the Great wall of India in Raisen. He is working tirelessly in
promoting use of Hindi in Archaeology and has collected soils from more than 150 freedom fighters'
places to enlighten society about the heroes the country is proud of.
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SHRI HALLY WAR

Shri Hally War is a distinguished environmentalist and a venerable
custodian of the Khasi people's indigenous knowledge.

2. Born on 5" February 1957, Shri War has emerged as a global symbol of
sustainable living and traditional bioengineering. For over five decades, he has
dedicated his life to the selfless service of nature and community, bridging the
gap between ancestral wisdom and modern ecological conservation.

& A pioneer in the ancient art of "bio-weaving," Shri War has spent more than
fifty years nurturing and building the iconic Living Root Bridges (Jingkieng Jri) of
the East Khasi Hills. Since the age of ten, he has meticulously guided the aerial
roots of the Ficus elastica tree to create durable, living structures that span
rivers and connect isolated mountain communities. His most celebrated work,
the Umkar Living Root Bridge, stands as a testament to his patience and
profound understanding of natural ecosystems, requiring decades of nurturing
to reach maturity while providing safe passage for generations.

4. Beyond his technical mastery, Shri War has been instrumental in the
social and economic upliftment of his region. By mentoring local families and
passing down the intergenerational skill of root-bridge weaving, he has ensured
the survival of a rare cultural heritage. His efforts have significantly enhanced
the ecological resilience of the Sohra plateau and paved the way for community-
led, sustainable tourism, drawing thousands of visitors to witness the harmony
between man and nature. Even as a humble farmer cultivating betel nuts and
black pepper, his influence as an "unsung hero" of environmental stewardship
has resonated far beyond the borders of Meghalaya.

S. Shri War's lifelong commitment remains an inspiring example of how
indigenous practices can provide powerful solutions to modern environmental
challenges.
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PROF. GAMBIR SINGH YONZONE

Prof. Gambir Singh Yonzone is a distinguished botanist, educationist, environmentalist and
institution builder from the Darjeeling hills and the first Indian Nepali (Gorkha) to earn an M.Sc. in
Botany (1964, University of North Bengal) and a Ph.D. in Botany (1976, University of Calcutta).

2. Born on 17" November, 1939 in the remote village of Sinji, Kalimpong, Prof. Yonzone rose from
modest rural beginnings to achieve international academic distinction, with academic engagements in
the United Kingdom, United States, France and Argentina. As a Mondal of Sinji, his father Shri Rithu
Bahadur Yonzone, along with his mother Smt. Chandra Maya Yonzone, were his first teachers at home,
nurturing in him values and discipline that would later give concrete meaning not only to the Yonzone
family of Sinji but also to the entire Darjeeling hill region and the nation, directly and indirectly. Over a
remarkable career spanning more than five decades, he became the first hill scholar of Darjeeling to serve
as Head of the Undergraduate and Postgraduate Department of Botany at Darjeeling Government
College, Principal of Kalimpong College, Chairman of the West Bengal School Service Commission (Hill
Region), Fulbright Senior Research Fellow and Visiting Professor at The Ohio State University (USA) and
Visitor Scientist in the United Kingdom. He has also served as a Founder Member of the Academic
Council of Sikkim Central University and held memberships and fellowships in several prestigious
national and international scientific bodies.

3. Prof. Yonzone's contributions to the educational and intellectual advancement of the Darjeeling hill
region are pioneering and far-reaching. Between 1962 and 1964, he was instrumental in establishing
permanent M.Sc. courses in Botany and Zoology, along with doctoral research facilities, at Darjeeling
Government College—an initiative that has enabled more than 1,200 students to pursue higher education in
biological sciences and serve in responsible public and professional positions. A passionate advocate of
scientific temper and environmental awareness, he led a six-year conservation movement (1978-1984) that
successfully halted large-scale destruction of virgin hill forests by the West Bengal Forest Corporation and
he played a key role in the establishment of Singalila and Neora Valley National Parks. His commitment to
grassroots development is reflected in the establishment of the R.B. Yonzone Memorial Rural Library (1978)
in his native village, donation of land for Chandra Maya High School (1983) for disadvantaged children,
founding of two animal shelters in Kalimpong and Darjeeling (1992) serving thousands of animals annually
and the creation of a Science Centre at Delo, Kalimpong (2008) after decades of sustained effort. An
accomplished author and public intellectual, he has published seven books and numerous research and
popular articles and has organized over 100 conferences, seminars and public awareness programmes on
environmental, educational and socio-political issues of regional and national importance.

4. In recognition of his lifelong dedication to the welfare of the Darjeeling hills and the nation, Prof.
Yonzone has received numerous honours at local, national and international levels. These include
delivering the Second M.K. Baruah Memorial Lecture (1990), receiving a national award from the Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (1992), inclusion in the Darjeeling Forest Development Committee by the
Ministry of Environment and Forests (1993) and the prestigious Fulbright Visiting Professorship at The
Ohio State University (1993). He was declared a "Living Treasure of Darjeeling" by INTACH (2001),
associated with the Indira Briksha Mitra Award conferred in 2007 during his tenure as Chairman of the
Federation of Societies for Environmental Protection and honoured through the establishment of the Dr.
G. S. Yonzone Vigyan Manch in 2012.
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