ADDRESS BY THE HON’BLE PRESIDENT OF INDIA
SMT. DROUPADI MURMU
AT THE CONVOCATION CEREMONY OF NALANDA
UNIVERSITY, BIHAR

Rajgir, 31 March, 2026

I am delighted to be among you all for participating in the
Convocation ceremony of Nalanda University. Today’s
ceremony is a reaffirmation of a civilizational promise: a promise
that knowledge shall endure, that dialogue shall prevail, and
that learning shall continue to serve humanity.

I extend my heartfelt congratulations to all the graduating
students. Your achievements are the result of perseverance,
discipline, and intellectual commitment. I am pleased to learn
that over half of the graduating cohort today comprises
international students from more than 30 countries. I
acknowledge with appreciation the faculty and staff of the
university and the families who have supported these young
minds in their journey.

gfaar 3R F@oore,

31TeT HEMAR ST & YA I W H T o9l erfces Turs &t
gl CUIHI TP A Hleils A HaaRd gl dlel HIaT FER 3R
HITaTT gg A 9eR & 3T &9 ¥ qlt ATaar & 3ifedr, Heom 3R
UH P Heu fgar ol

urgdl Qled! H FAMUS Ureid Areiar  faufaarerd oemder 3
dTfeedl deh AT & Teh HEld thg b ®7 A YA I&T| ATeier &l
Udel el AR $ faw & ¢1, dfced dqot g & fov weh agd a8
gfa A R off, Arcier & auRon Sfdd [ AR TAT H ST
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QTecUT 38 FRARMell farad & 3mYfae aRdyr d g: w1fud
A & forw TP 3R ITET gidagdr &1 udis B

e YAecdTe el Aded, Had HEINIT YATdl AR weaeh gt &
TH-aT T THT & U | I§ 3T a1 T 30T ¢ 6 arem et
& e d RAffea Ty 3=9 98 affd &= Tdd & g SE
ToeAd AN § b 3 @ Acky fuldae i oy o o
AT H I & IE Aeier afaaey & e gfafda 99 w@
e Fig & T A YA: 3R B YA Thd ¢l ATeGl B ANCIAD
Rrgid #ode & 39 aaa 77 & Ak &

“HT A WeT: haal Jeg faud:”

HATT—HN TER3T F FAN U YH vd AY fIAR 3|

g Gl @ 3 [OR TEUT AT Fad Th HGY FAdl AT, dicd
TS Siidd WU Y| Areler J Y aRygRIst &1 T@era fear 31k
are-fadre-dare, o Uicdlfed [Tl Il A1 & & T 37cT deh
TR ST IT; 36 ATdehdT, FATS 3R AFadr & <aad dearor d
SST 1| I% 3M6QT 3T Y 31cad Ui ®1 3 o9 o 3
STieel AT T HIFAAT T TG &, dd BN W AT FIda 3R
fadaarqut Riaa fr sraededdr ugd 8@ 31fA® B

A faurg & 76 Areler faufaared oiRrr 3R fow d v 3ol
8707 HEATHA & FU A ZHWM| I F dhdol HUAT A&I0IF ScpEdl
afes 30 Heal & fow i RARE ugaa aamem #3 I8 @A
UheeIdT aidl & T faufdared interdisciplinary learning, m@'q
T 3R EAAT FHSRT & Y FEHNAT & ATeTH 4§ 38 e
# AT 3R &
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frell o foufaarera & fow v T oAy & 3 @
HTARIE EIAT &1 SHDI YITTd Pl T 39 TAAT TATS 1 o7 Fewar
aifen, STel a8 TG & F Aafdarey & ‘Fewiar darg’ ged
Bl FEAT B g, ToTdh ATH A TACAT HASRT 3N aRURD
ST goferdl & Y S5 & ardd gard U S ® B

Ladies and gentlemen,

Today, India stands at an important moment in its educational
journey. During over five years of adoption of National
Education Policy 2020, there has been a renewed emphasis on
holistic, multidisciplinary and value-based education. Our
ancient traditions of learning were never confined to rigid
boundaries. They encouraged enquiry, dialogue and synthesis.
Nalanda must once again embody this spirit bringing together
knowledge systems from across disciplines and cultures.

[ am pleased to note that this campus reflects commitment to
sustainability, with its journey towards becoming a Net Zero
campus. At a time when climate change poses serious
challenges, institutions of higher learning must lead by
example. The academic programmes focused on ecology,
environment and sustainable development are both timely and
necessary. I am confident that research undertaken here will
contribute meaningfully to addressing these challenges.

I wish to say a few words about Buddhist studies, because I
believe this is a matter of deep importance for India, and for
Nalanda in particular. For close to eight centuries, ancient
Nalanda was the intellectual heart of Buddhist scholarship in
Asia. Scholars from across the Asian continent came here to
study, to debate and to deepen their understanding of the
Dhamma. Some of the finest minds in the history of Buddhist

Page 3 of 5



thought lived and worked on this soil. This is a heritage of
extraordinary significance.

I am happy to note that the University is well placed to build
upon this legacy. India has a deep and living connection with
Buddhist philosophy and practice. This connection must be
nurtured with seriousness and with a comprehensive
understanding of India’s classical knowledge traditions.
Buddhist scholarship must remain rooted in India’s
civilizational foundations while engaging with its diverse
expressions across Asia.

[ am confident that Nalanda University can emerge as a leading
global center for Buddhist studies. I encourage the University to
invest in this field with resolve, depth and openness. In doing
so, it will again be fulfilling a role that is centuries old. Nalanda
University represents another important dimension of India’s
engagement with the world, that of educational diplomacy. The
participation of partner nations reflects shared cultural and
intellectual linkages, especially across Asia.

Dear students,

Today marks an important milestone in your lives. A degree is
not merely a recognition of academic achievement. It is also a
responsibility. Each one of you carries the responsibility to use
your knowledge for the greater good. I am particularly happy to
note the achievements of graduating women students. Your
success is an inspiration to many others. You graduate from
this University, carrying two things: a degree and an
inheritance. The degree is yours alone. The inheritance belongs
to all of humanity. As the Dhammapada reminds us:

JFele fohed 3Ty, 3FErdRY JUMTT |
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“You yourselves must make the effort; the Tathagatas only point
the way.”

You are among its first graduates. The reputation of this
University will not be built by its buildings or its rankings. It will
be built by what you do, and by how you conduct yourselves, in
your careers and in your lives.

I would like to share three reflections with you today:
First, cultivate the habit of enquiry. Ask questions and
remain open to lifelong learning.
Second, connect knowledge with service. Use your education
to uplift others.
Third, remain connected with your alma mater. You are
ambassadors of this institution.

Nalanda stands for inclusivity of knowledge and freedom of
enquiry. These principles must guide its future.

The Government of India remains committed to supporting the
growth of this institution. The library of ancient Nalanda is said
to have contained millions of manuscripts. With that lofty
benchmark as a reference, what we are building here today, will
be a lasting legacy. As India moves towards becoming a
developed nation by 2047, institutions like Nalanda University
will play a vital role.

I extend my best wishes to all the graduating students for your
future endeavors.

Thank you.

Jai Hind!
Jai Bharat!
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