HRT &7 Igufa
ANAN sy {

hT

FN-Trg gotell d ARt & yqfFw W S FeFdad A Fdaraa

s feeoll, 12 A, 2026

PN-WT YuTTell A AR B HfFHAA W FPiegd 38 dfAF FFAe
BT IS A & forw A N FqAerT Jar @t gl el &

EET Bl gl

B Pl did, dlcd, JHEHIUT Pl 3 ge-aek J o I I3
Tl arfafafat d AT Agcayul fFST A ¥ #ASCN urer,
AYAFET UTeldd, UYUTAA, ded 3USi & HHTT ST AT Hi¥ W
3MUTRA 3TAT BT Tl S 3edeh 8131 H TART ATU-aeed 3R dfear
3P IRAA A &1 T P JT-TITAT P 3T AT it §

3ot Afger-fohdTel &1 case-studies TT HTUTRA J&AD - ‘Women and
Agriculture: Shaping the Future Together’ - &% SlpTaoT hr F TET

GIR]] '{I UAT case-studies A 3USTEY SATABRI T <ITUh TAX T YR -
TR & & & ARt & I & fAwy d oer s gar 39
qEde @ AT g gl
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oo o & N, PN Td TATeRTT & &1 H FATURT TG S
& foU 3@e AR @ ud @ weAfag fear = ¥ 39 @
PG Pl Seod § H BT UFafl| dfHAATG Y AMAA TTFAT ITIFATT
S 3777@ 3R Hehel d T Sifde Wt & &aF A e Aergr fear
AT ATAT-HIE! Pl AJcd ST fhT| HTRTE &b Teh SFAANT HHG
¥ 3 arell AHAN TS WA R SN F AR wHel Hr genfat
T TI&TOT TRAT &1 3o ‘seed mother’ & ATH ¥ JATAT Jrar &1 R
& AN ITFAR TFAT T F AH @ ARIT § | Seeld @l
& fou el @ ORG A F TY-TT HAd FaI-Td FEAEAT B
Toed fepar qur 3ua o 3T & Y TUTTAT Y| 3N HT AN
ATERAT P SATdeh Wl 3 bio-diversity ¥ IS TI&TT H IWIEH &
fore e Srar &1 # argeh fh el ARt @ o wrd A Al
i fr afear off R & a7 # AdAN AET |

A JHAdT & 6 30 GFAed H FR-TET TR W H &7 A
afear Y Hefell T W B

e Jgd THeaAdl T 91T & 6 o7 iy fufaarert & sreageRd
pol faaridal & afedr 1 d@ear 50 ufad @ e Tl §, ar
A TaMfdarerdl # Ig 60 ufdrd @ Y 31k &1 39 ofedt &
AfaTh e 1 3cpT T&dT ¥ WHR, AN JAT $N 87 4 3
g Raurepr Hr I FFACr § 6 39 IR dfeat o iy qar
GrAled & &1 # Adcd Ul Il & FHAY T #H W IHT Il

Td M Ueiad &l
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¥ A & B Fgea B s F Agea H awET WRG ¥ W
UT: ATJed ol TR T Grart A AT AT Tor J1am &1 58 AATHDhdT
Q I 3MMhT Afeell ThATAT I Agcd UeT i HY A & a1y 373
d6T &1 TAR TRAT ‘3feAarar &1 ATRITh &A1 gANY Aol fehare
aedt 3R ART I

Ladies and gentlemen,

The United Nations has declared the year 2026 as ‘“The International
Year of the Woman Farmer’. This declaration calls for collective action
to close gender gaps and promote leadership role for women across
agri-food value chains.

It is important to encourage leadership among women who are
engaged in agriculture, specially agri-food systems. India has chosen
the strategy of women-led-development. Women in agriculture sector
should get a greater role in policy formulation, decision making and
leadership positions. Larger participation of women at all levels in the
sector will promote gender-inclusive agricultural growth.

Women farmers should be helped in issues concerning formal land
titles, technical knowledge, financial resources and other support
systems. For women farmers, Al opens new possibilities. Recently,
inspired by the idea of the Government of India to use Al for taking care
of livestock, Sarlaben App has been launched to take care of the health
of the cattle by the world’s largest milk cooperative Amul. Women
farmers are the strength behind the sustained success of Amul.

| am glad to share with you that during the past decade, India has taken
several steps to empower women in agriculture. Initiatives promoting
women-led Self-Help-Groups and Farmer Producer Organisations
have been effective in promoting women empowerment in agriculture.
The largest mission of financial inclusion in the world named Jan-Dhan
Yojana has 570 million bank accounts, out of which 56 per cent
accounts are being held by women. The great reach of the digital public
infrastructure in India has benefitted women in a major way. Women
constitute 68 per cent of all Mudra Loan beneficiaries which provides
collateral-free credit to micro enterprises.
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More than 10 crore rural households through more than 90 lakh
Women Self-Help-Groups have been mobilised under the Deendayal
Antyodaya Yojana — National Rural Livelihoods Mission. This is one of
the world’s largest networks of women-led community initiatives. Under
this Mission, more than four-crore sixty-lakh women farmers have
received support in adopting better farming methods. The ‘NaMo Drone
Didi Scheme’ provides women SHGs with drones for precision
agriculture by way of enabling them spray liquid fertilisers and
pesticides. Under the same National Rural Livelihoods Mission, the
Central Government has set a target of creating six-crore Lakhpati
Didis. Till now, more than three-crore women have become Lakhpati
Didis. This initiative which aims at economic empowerment of women
is a transformative step towards their upliftment.

| am very happy that the Union Budget for the current financial year
2026-27 has introduced provisions for Self-Help Entrepreneurs via
SHE-Mart for rural women. Under this program community-owned
retail outlets dedicated for marketing the products made by women
from SHGs and rural areas will be set up in every district. These will
help women involved in animal husbandry, agriculture and related
vocations. The aim of this initiative is to help women go beyond mere
subsistence-level activities and become full-fledged entrepreneurs.

i 3R oo,
HUAT STAGT Y ATAT & GNTT HST 3TSAT T 5T TIBR H Fisheries

and Animal Resources Development Minister T AR fear amar
AT a9 HH AT U, UUTeA Td 3IU & Aeed &l 3R TS
q GHASA &1 FaE Hem U7 TET TR W PN & 87 # Aged
Ueld el & forw H 4 [Rawer e diera S aur sahr gt S &
TRAEAT AT g

# T TH W I F AT § el SASAT HHGE b
IMarEY 311 ¥ AT Wh-Fparel 1 agd dAordrs & 3@n g1 H g
% fop AT Hard % ollT Teol & natural farming, organic
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agriculture, STel-HX&T0T AT GﬁH-GiTjEIﬁ hr &t Pl Fecd cd ol Soor
Ugfadt @l 31d climate resilient agriculture & &7 3 a4 -HACH gIRT
UlcHTee Uere fehar S @ B

Ladies and gentlemen,

| am sure that the participants in this global conference will find
pathways for driving progress and attaining new heights. There is
global consensus on giving equal importance to People, Planet,
Prosperity, Peace, and Partnerships. | will appeal to all the
stakeholders that on the dimension of ‘People’, gender should be given
special priority in thought and action. With effective gender-inclusion in
every sphere of activity, including agriculture, we will not only achieve
the SDGs but will also make the ‘Planet’, a much more sensitive and
harmonious place.

Thank you!

Jai Hind!
Jai Bharat!
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