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The Sacred Exposition of the holy relics of Tathagata Buddha is an initiative that enables public 

viewing of sacred Buddhist relics. The relics symbolise the teachings and spiritual presence of 

Tathagat, the fully enlightened Buddha. These relics are preserved at the National Museum, New 

Delhi, under strict conservation protocols. Sacred expositions of the holy relics have been held in 

several countries. The exposition in Ladakh from May 1-14, 2026 highlights the region’s role as a 

living centre of Buddhist heritage and spiritual engagement. It provides a major boost to cultural 

tourism in the region, while reinforcing Buddhist values of peace and non-violence. The initiative 

reflects India’s civilisational role as a custodian of Buddhist heritage and its wider efforts in global 

Buddhist engagement and cultural exchange. 

A Civilisational Continuum 

Buddhism is practiced by an estimated 500 million people 

worldwide. It remains one of humanity’s most enduring spiritual 

traditions. The relics of Buddha are held as deeply sacred by people 

across the world. Public viewing or sacred expositions of these relics 

are held in various countries from time to time. In this connection, 

the sacred exposition of the Holy Relics of Tathagata Buddha will be 

organised in Ladakh from May 1–14, 2026 as a very significant 

cultural festival. The term Tathāgata refers to Gautama Buddha as 

the Enlightened One, who attained complete liberation from birth 

and death. 

 



                                          Theme of the Ladakh Sacred Exposition (May 1st-14th) 

                                                         “Peace in Times of Conflict”  

This exposition offers a rare opportunity for people to view these sacred relics, which are otherwise 

preserved at the National Museum in New Delhi. 

It promotes global peace, harmony, and ethical living through Lord Buddha’s teachings. The initiative 

highlights non-violence, compassion, and India’s role in preserving Buddhist heritage. 

Sacred Relic Exposition in Ladakh: A Journey of Faith and Culture 

The sacred exposition of the Holy Relics of the Tathagata in Ladakh offers a powerful moment of 

spiritual reflection. It reaffirms the Buddha’s timeless message of compassion, wisdom, and hope, 

more than 2,500 years after his teachings began. 

The relics arrived in Leh on April 29, 2026 via Indian Air Force aircraft. They were transported under 

high-level security. This was followed by a grand ceremonial procession. The relics are now 

enshrined at the Jivestal Site. 

 

The opening coincides with the 2569th Buddha Purnima celebrations, featuring monastic prayers, 

lighting ceremonies, and cultural performances. 

Public veneration is taking place from May 1–10, 2026 in Leh. Devotees, monks, scholars, and 

pilgrims from across the world will pay homage. The exposition will then extend to the Zanskar Valley 

from May 11–12. It will return to Leh for enshrinement at the Dharma Centre on May 13. The relics 

will finally depart for Delhi on May 15, 2026 after a concluding procession. 

Alongside the exposition, multiple cultural and academic programmes are being organised. Key 

institutions include the National Museum, IBC, Ladakh Buddhist organisations, and others. 

Key activities include: 

• Meditation sessions and interfaith dialogues 

• Conferences on Himalayan Buddhism 



• Lectures on Buddhism and science 

• Film screenings on Kushok Bakula Rinpoche 

• Cultural illumination of Leh market 

A special photo exhibition titled “Beyond the Pass: The Shared Spirit and Ethnic Tapestry of 

Ladakh” is being held at Leh Palace. It showcases collections from major Indian institutions. It also 

highlights Ladakh’s role as a historic centre of trans-Himalayan cultural exchange. 

Historical Roots of Sacred Relics of Tathagata Buddha 

The sacred relics of the Tathāgata Buddha, part of the Piprahwa relics, are among the most 

revered remains of Gautama Buddha. For Buddhists worldwide, they are not mere archaeological 

artifacts but living symbols of devotion and enlightenment.  

These relics (Sarira-Dhatu), featured in the Ladakh exposition, are preserved at the National 

Museum, New Delhi. They originate from excavations at the Piprahwa stupa in Siddharthanagar 

district, Uttar Pradesh. The site is associated with two major discoveries. The first was in 1898 by 

William Claxton Peppe. The second took place between 1971 and 1977 under K.M. Srivastava, 

conducted by the Archaeological Survey of India. These findings strengthened its identification with 

the Buddha’s legacy. 

The 1898 excavation revealed a stone 

coffer containing five urns. These urns 

held bone fragments, ashes, precious 

stones, and gold sheets. The gold sheets 

were intricately carved with sacred 

motifs. Among the notable finds were a 

crystal casket with a fish-shaped 

handle and a soapstone casket 

inscribed in Mauryan Brahmi. The 

inscription identified the relics as those 

of the Buddha. It also linked the site to 

ancient Kapilavastu, the Shakya capital. 

A significant portion of these relics was 

later dispersed. Some remained in private collections. Others were transferred to the Indian 

Museum, Kolkata. 

The second excavation uncovered two uninscribed soapstone caskets. These contained 22 bone 

relics. They are dated to the 5th century BCE. They are believed to be part of the original stupa. The 

stupa was built by the Sakyan clan after the Buddha’s Mahaparinirvana. Today, 20 relics are 

housed in the National Museum, New Delhi. The remaining two are preserved in the Indian 

Museum, Kolkata. Additional discoveries included terracotta sealings and Brahmi inscriptions. 

These further confirmed Piprahwa as ancient Kapilavastu. They also strengthened its historical and 

spiritual significance. 



 

India Strengthening Unity Across the Buddhist World 

The Ministry of Culture has played a key role in fostering unity across the Buddhist world. By 

organizing international expositions and curated exhibitions of the sacred relics of Bhagwan 

Buddha, the National Museum actively promotes Buddhism’s cultural heritage and strengthens 

spiritual connections among nations. These initiatives have supported the spread of Buddha 

Dhamma and the preservation of shared cultural traditions. 

In recent years, sacred relics have travelled to Mongolia, Thailand, Vietnam, Russia, Bhutan, and 

Sri Lanka, reinforcing spiritual and cultural ties across Asia. The Piprahwa relics from the National 

Museum were exhibited in Mongolia (2022). Relics of the Buddha and his two disciples from Sanchi 

were displayed in Thailand (2024). In 2025, relics from Nagarjunkonda, preserved by the 

Mahabodhi Society of Sarnath, were taken to Vietnam. That same year, relics from the National 

Museum were exhibited in Elista, Kalmykia (Russia) and Thimphu (Bhutan). In February 2026, 

the sacred Devnimori relics, enshrined at The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, were 

displayed in Colombo, Sri Lanka. Each of these journeys reflects India’s civilizational role as the 

birthplace of Buddhism and strengthens enduring spiritual, cultural, and people-to-people bonds 

across Asia. 

Continuing this mission, the year began with the landmark exhibition “The Light and The Lotus – 

Relics of the Awakened One,” inaugurated by the Prime Minister at the Rai Pithora Cultural 

Complex, New Delhi. For the first time, the exhibition reunited Buddha’s relic jewels, taken to the 

United Kingdom during the colonial era, with the Piprahwa relics, reliquaries, and jewels 

preserved at the Indian Museum, Kolkata, and the National Museum, New Delhi. Their return 



after 127 years has revitalized spiritual and cultural connections within India and reconnected 

global audiences with the enduring wisdom of the Buddha’s teachings. 

Eternal Legacy of the Tathagata 

The sacred exposition of the holy relics of Tathagata Buddha stands as a profound expression of 

India’s enduring civilisational ethos and its commitment to preserving and sharing Lord Buddha’s 

teaching globally. Far beyond a ceremonial observance, the exposition reflects the living continuity 

of Buddhist heritage. It links ancient traditions with contemporary global concerns of peace, 

compassion and ethical living. By enabling public veneration under secure conditions, the initiative 

reaffirms the relics’ enduring spiritual significance. 

At a macro level, the exposition reflects India’s use of shared heritage to foster international 

understanding. It complements ongoing efforts in repatriation, conservation, legal protection and 

Buddhist circuit development. Together, these initiatives show that preserving the past can help 

build a more connected and harmonious future.  
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