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BACKGROUND

The National Geoscience Award (NGA) is one of the oldest and most prestigious national
award in the field of geosciences, instituted by the Ministry of Mines, Govt. of India in the year
1966. Before the year 2009, these awards were called as National Mineral Awards. The objective
of these Awards is to honour individuals and teams for extraordinary achievements and
outstanding contributions in various fields of geosciences i.e. mineral discovery & exploration,
mining technology & mineral beneficiation, fundamental/applied geosciences. Any citizen of
India with significant contribution in any field of geosciences is eligible for the award.

Over a period, the scheme of this award has grown with the inclusion of more disciplines.
The National Geoscience Award for Lifetime Achievement was introduced in the year 1996 as
the National Mineral Award for Excellence. To encourage excellence in young minds, National
Young Geoscientist Award was introduced in 2009 as Young Researcher Award.

In the year 2022, the National Geoscience Awards were recognised by the Ministry of
Home Affairs as one of the national awards in the country and on-boarded on the National
Awards Portal (Rashtriya Puraskar Portal of MHA) (www.awards.gov.in).

The Ministry of Mines annually confers National Geoscience Awards in three categories
for honoring and recognizing individuals and teams of geoscientists for their extraordinary
achievements, outstanding contributions in various field of geosciences. The award categories
along with the number of awards are as follows.

(i) National Geoscience Award for Lifetime Achievement (Single Award)
(i)  National Geoscience Award (Ten Awards)
(iii) National Young Geoscientist Award (Single Award)
The details of the three award categories are as follows-
(i) National Geoscience Award for Lifetime Achievement (Single Award)

Award for Lifetime Achievementis given to an individual with an exceptionally high lifetime
achievement for sustained and significant contributions in the field of geosciences. This
award is given to individuals only, not teams and carries a Certificate and a Plaque.

(i) National Geoscience Award (Ten Awards)

The 10 awards under the National Geoscience Award category are given under 08
different fields of geosciences to individuals or teams in recognition of the meritorious
contribution made through work done in the past ten years. A team award can comprise
a maximum of four members and the total number of team awards shall not exceed five.
Each award under this category carries a Certificate and a Plaque.

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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(iii) National Young Geoscientist Award (Single Award)

The National Young Geoscientist Award is given for outstanding research work in the
past ten years in any field of geosciences to an individual below 35 years of age as on 31
December of the preceding year, in which the nominations are invited. This award carries
a Certificate and a Plaque.

The nominations for the NGA 2024 were invited by the Ministry of Mines from 15%
October 2024 to 14™ December 2024 through the National Awards Portal of the Ministry of
Home Affairs and a total of 208 nominations were received. The Awards categories along with
the number of nominations received for NGA 2024 are as follows-

S.N. Award Category Nominations
1 | National Geoscience Award for Lifetime Achievement (Single Award) 19
2 | National Section] |Field: (i) Mineral Discovery & Exploration (2 47

Geoscience Awards)
Award (10
Field: (ii) Coal, Lignite & Coal Bed Methane 14
Awards)
and Oil, Natural Gas, & Gas Hydrates
Discovery & Exploration (1 Award)
Section I | Field: (iii) Mining Technology (1 Award) 07
Field: (iv) Mineral Beneficiation (1 Award) 05
Section III | Field: (v) Basic Geoscience (2 Awards) 42
Section IV | Field: (vi) Applied geology (1 Award) 27
Field: (vii) Geophysics/Applied Geophysics 04
(1 Award)
Field: (viii) Natural Hazard Investigations 18
(1 Award)
3 | National Young Geoscientist Award (Single Award) 25
Total (12 Awards) 208

As per the NGA Regulation, to evaluate and shortlist the nominations, four Sectional
Scrutiny Committees (SSC I-IV) and one Screening Committee of Experts (SCE) are constituted
by the Chairman of the Award Making Authority for NGA. Each Sectional Scrutiny Committee
evaluates and scrutinizes the nominations received under respective sections and shortlist the
candidates for the awards under the National Geoscience Award category. The recommendations
of each SSC are reviewed by the SCE, which next recommends to the Award Making Authority

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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(AMA) for the final selection of the awardees. The Screening Committee of Experts also evaluates
the nominations for the National Geoscience Award for Lifetime Achievement and National
Young Geoscientist Award and make recommendations to AMA.

Based on three levels scrutiny of the nominations & recommendations for the National
Geoscience Awards, the Award Making Authority has finally selected 12 awards which include
9 individual awards and 3 team awards. The 09 individual awards also include the one award
for National Geoscience Award for Lifetime Achievement and one award for the National Young
Geoscientist Award. The highlights of significant and meritorious contribution by each awardee/
team of awardees in related fields are given in the citations. The number of awards and awardees
along with award categories are as follows:

S.N. Award Category Awards/ Awardees
1. |[National Geoscience Award for Lifetime 1 Individual Award
Achievement (Single Award)
10 Awards
2. | National Geoscience Award (Ten Awards) (3 Team & 7 Individual Awards) =
18 Awardees
3. | National Young Geoscientist Award (Single Award) 1 Individual Award
12 Awards
Total
(20 Awardees)

National Geoscience Awards 2024 m
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LIST OF AWARDEES

NATIONAL GEOSCIENCE AWARD FOR LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 2024
(Single Award)

Prof. Shyam Sundar Rai
Senior Scientist, INSA & Visiting Professor;, IISER, Pune

NATIONAL GEOSCIENCE AWARD 2024 (Ten Awards)

SECTION I: Mineral Discovery & Exploration (3 Awards)

Field (i): Mineral Discovery & Exploration (excluding fossil fuels)
of economic and/or strategic importance and application of innovative
techniques. Out of the two awards in the field, at least one shall be given for
critical minerals. (2 Awards)
1. Geological Survey of India (GSI) team comprising of
(i) Shri Haraman Mahanta, Senior Geologist,
Team
ii Shri Utpol K Das, S intending Geologist,
(ii) ri Utpol Kumar Das, Superintending Geologis AniH
(iii)  Shri Syam Kumar Sangamreddi, Senior Geologist, and
(iv)  Shri Sai Kumar Samala, Geologist
2. Geological Survey of India (GSI) team comprising of
(i) Shri Navjeet Singh Nayyar, Director,
(ii)  Shri Amit Kumar, Senior Geologist =
ii , Senior Geologist,
8 Award
(iii)  Ms. Tripti Baba, Senior Geologist, and
(iv) Dr.Sandeep Kumar, Geologist
Field (ii): Coal, Lignite and Coal Bed Methane Discovery & Exploration
of economic and/or strategic importance and application of innovative
techniques and Oil, Natural Gas, Shale Gas and Gas Hydrates Discovery
& Exploration (including project development and planning leading to
exploitation of resource and reservoir management). (1 Award)
Geological Survey of India (GSI) team comprising of
(i) Smt. Sradhanjali Subhadarshini, Superintending Geologist, Team
(ii)  Shri Supriya Chakraborty, Senior Geologist, and Award
(iii)  Shri Jaydip Mukherjee, Director

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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SECTION II: Mining Technology, Mineral Beneficiation &

Sustainable Mineral Development (2 Awards)

Field (iii): Mining Technology including development and application of
new methods and technologies, research & development. Conservation of
mineral resources, systematic mine planning, mine safety, mine fires, mine
hazards, mine reclamation & rehabilitation. (1 Award)
Dr. Jai Krishna Pandey
Individual
Chief Scientist, nevita
Award
CSIR-Central Institute of Mining and Fuel Research, Dhanbad
Field (iv): Mineral Beneficiation (including mineral processing, project
development for utilization of low-grade ores & production of value-added
mineral products and mineral economics) and Sustainable Mineral
Development (including mine closure, project development, institutional
development and capacity building). (1 Award)
Dr. Ranjeet Kumar Singh
Senior Principal Scientist Indiviels
P ’ Award
CSIR-National Metallurgical Laboratory, Jamshedpur

SECTION III: Basic Geosciences (2 Awards)

Field (v): Basic Geosciences including Stratigraphy, Structural Geology,
Palaeontology, Geodynamics, Geochemistry, geochronology and Isotope
Geology, Ocean Development (Oceanography and Marine Geology), Glaciology
and Arctic & Antarctic Research including Geoscientific Expeditions: and
science surveys/baseline geoscience data collection including Geological
and Geochemical mapping & survey and Systematic Thematic mapping.
(2 Awards)

1. Dr. Vedula Venkata Subrahmanya Srinivasa Sarma
Chief Scientist, CSIR-National Institute of Oceanography,

Regional Centre, Visakhapatnam

2. Dr. Mekala Ram Mohan
Chief Scientist,

CSIR-National Geophysical Research Institute, Hyderabad

Individual
Award

Individual
Award

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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SECTION IV: Applied Geosciences (3 Awards)

Field (vi): Applied Geology: Engineering Geology, Geothermal Energy,
Seismotectonics, Geostatistics, Remote Sensing and Geo-Information System
(including spatial data management applications and data integration);
Groundwater Exploration (including project development, hydrogeological
studies and management of groundwater resource; Geo-Environmental
Studies relating to mining, urban, industrial, coastal and desert management,
palaeoclimate, palaeoenvironment, medical geology, climate change and
studies related to their impact on ecosystem. (1 Award)

Prof. Ghulam Jeelani
Professor & Head, Dept. of Earth Sciences
and Dean, School of Earth & Environmental Sciences,

University of Kashmir

Individual
Award

Field (vii): Geophysics / Applied Geophysics: New Technologies in
geophysical exploration, application of geophysical methods, geo-magnetism,
geophysical survey techniques and instrumentation. (1 Award)

Prof. Sanjit Kumar Pal
Professor & Head,

Department of Applied Geophysics, IIT (ISM), Dhanbad

Individual
Award

Field (viii): Natural Hazard Investigation including scientific studies
related to natural hazards such as earthquakes, landslides, floods and
tsunamis. (1 Award)

Prof. Mukat Lal Sharma
Professor, Dept. of Earthquake Engineering

and Head, International Centre of Excellence for Dams, IIT-Roorkee

Individual
Award

NATIONAL YOUNG GEOSCIENTIST AWARD 2024 (Single Award)

Shri Susobhan Neogi
Senior Geologist,
Geological Survey of India

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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NATIONAL GEOSCIENCE AWARD 2024 (10 Awards)

SECTION I: Mineral Discovery & Exploration (3 Awards)

Field (i): Mineral Discovery & Exploration (excluding fossil fuels) of economic and/or
strategic importance and application of innovative techniques. Out of the two awards in the field,
at least one shall be given for critical minerals. (2 Awards)

Team Award

~

-

-

1 . y
Shri Haraman Shri Utpol Kumar Das  Shri Syam Kumar Shri Sai Kumar
Mahanta Superintending Sangamreddi Samala
Senior Geologist, GSI Geologist, GSI Senior Geologist, GSI Geologist, GSI
Team Award
e Y N

Shri Navjeet Singh Shri Amit Kumar Ms. Tripti Baba Dr. Sandeep Kumar
Nayyar Senior Geologist, GSI ~ Senior Geologist, GSI Geologist, GSI
Director, GSI

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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Field (ii): Coal, Lignite and Coal Bed Methane Discovery & Exploration of economic
and/or strategic importance and application of innovative techniques and Oil, Natural Gas,
Shale Gas and Gas Hydrates Discovery & Exploration (including project development and
planning leading to exploitation of resource and reservoir management). (1 Award)

Team Award

a N

Smt. Sradhanjali Shri Supriya Chakraborty Shri Jaydip Mukherjee
Subhadarshini Senior Geologist, GSI Director, GSI
Superintending Geologist, GSI

SECTION II: Mining Technology, Mineral Beneficiation &
Sustainable Mineral Development (2 Awards)

Field (iii): Mining Technology including development and application of new methods
and technologies, research & development. Conservation of mineral resources, systematic mine
planning, mine safety, mine fires, mine hazards, mine reclamation & rehabilitation. (1 Award)

Individual Award

Dr. Jai Krishna Pandey
Chief Scientist
CSIR-Central Institute of Mining and Fuel Research, Dhanbad

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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Field (iv): Mineral Beneficiation (including mineral processing, project development
for utilization of low-grade ores & production of value-added mineral products and mineral
economics) and Sustainable Mineral Development (including mine closure, project
development, institutional development and capacity building). (1 Award)

Individual Award

Dr. Ranjeet Kumar Singh
Senior Principal Scientist
CSIR-National Metallurgical Laboratory, Jamshedpur

SECTION III: Basic Geosciences (2 Awards)

Field (v): Basic Geosciences including Stratigraphy, Structural Geology, Paleontology,
Geodynamics, Geochemistry, geochronology and Isotope Geology, Ocean Development
(Oceanography and Marine Geology), Glaciology and Arctic & Antarctic Research including
Geoscientific Expeditions: and science surveys/baseline geoscience data collection including
Geological and Geochemical mapping & survey and Systematic Thematic mapping. (2 Awards)

Individual Award Individual Award

Dr. Vedula Venkata Subrahmanya Dr. Mekala Ram Mohan
Srinivasa Sarma Chief Scientist
Chief Scientist CSIR-National Geophysical Research Institute,
CSIR-National Institute of Oceanography, Hyderabad

Regional Centre, Visakhapatnam

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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SECTION IV: Applied Geosciences (3 Awards)

Field (vi): Applied Geology: Engineering Geology, Geothermal Energy, Seismotectonics,
Geostatistics, Remote Sensing and Geo-Information System (including spatial data management
applications and data integration); Groundwater Exploration (including project development,
hydrogeological studies and management of groundwater resource; Geo-Environmental
Studies relating to mining, urban, industrial, coastal and desert management, paleoclimate,
paleoenvironment, medical geology, climate change and studies related to their impact on
ecosystem. (1 Award)

Individual Award

Prof. Ghulam Jeelani
Professor & Head, Dept. of Earth Sciences

and Dean, School of Earth & Environmental Sciences, University of Kashmir

Field (vii): Geophysics/Applied Geophysics: New Technologies in geophysical
exploration, application of geophysical methods, geo-magnetism, geophysical survey techniques
and instrumentation. (1 Award)

Individual Award

e N

Prof. Sanjit Kumar Pal
Professor & Head,
Department of Applied Geophysics, IIT (ISM), Dhanbad

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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Field (viii): Natural Hazard Investigations including scientific studies related to natural
hazards such as earthquakes, landslides, floods and tsunamis. (1 Award)

Individual Award
4 N\

=

e

S

Prof. Mukat Lal Sharma
Professor, Dept. of Earthquake Engineering

and Head, International Centre of Excellence for Dams, [IT-Roorkee

NATIONAL YOUNG GEOSCIENTIST AWARD 2024
(Single Award)

a N

Shri Susobhan Neogi
Senior Geologist,

Geological Survey of India

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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Prof. Shyam Sundar Rai

Prof. Shyam Sundar Rai, Senior Scientist, INSA & Visiting Professor, IISER, Pune did his
Masters (M. Tech.) from the Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee in 1977 and was awarded
PhD in Geophysics from Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad in1988. He worked as a scientist in
various capacities in CSIR-NGRI, Hyderabad from 1978 to 2014, and subsequently joined the

Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER), Pune as Professor.

Prof. Rai has made significant contributions to Solid Earth and Exploration Geophysics.
For the last three decades, he has been working in an ambitious, multifaceted program to
investigate the structure, dynamics, and evolution of the India-Himalaya-Tibet region forming
the Indian-Asian plate. He designed the largest broadband seismological experiment spread
over Peninsular India, western Himalayas and Ladakh, recording and modeling the earthquake

waveforms.

Some of the significant findings from his research are (a) Evidence for the earliest
operation of the plate tectonic process, about 3.4 billion years ago, from a directed inquiry into
the structure of the deep crust in south India; (b) Defining the northern limit of the under-
thrusted Indian crust beneath the Himalayas and Tibet, right up to the Karakoram, putting
significant constraints on the mechanism of the Indo-Tibetan collision process and (c) First
image of the seismic pattern and the constraint on the flexing of the Indian crust beneath the

central Himalaya.

In recognition of his lifetime contribution as an outstanding geoscientist towards
understanding the Earth structure, earthquake dynamics and evolution of the India- Himalayan
- Tibet region, the National Geoscience Award for Lifetime Achievement 2024 is conferred on
Prof. Shyam Sundar Rai.

National Geoscience Award for Lifetime Achievement 2024

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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Shri Haraman Mahanta

Shri Haraman Mahanta, Senior Geologist, Geological Survey of India along with his co-
workers has carried the exploration of copper, nickel and associated minerals in Madansahi-
Kesharpur-Dudhiasol sector, Mayurbhanj district of Odisha.

Through a successive preliminary (G 3) and general (G 2) exploration, a total of 37.77
million tonnes of copper ore resource with 0.61% grade and 2.05 million tonnes of nickel
ore resource at 0.19 % grade with associated gold-cobalt-silver-cadmium as byproduct and
incidence of radioactive minerals (Uranium oxide up to 0.045%) were established in three G 2
blocks namely 1) Madansahi, 2) Dudhiasol East and 3) Kesharpur East.

The most noteworthy finding is the depth consistency of mineralization explored up to
320 m (5th level) vertical depth below surface. Ore beneficiation studies of this deposit reported
suitable amenability to 29.89% Cu ore with excellent 92% Cu recovery along with 0.72% Ni,
0.36% Co and 2.41 ppm gold as by product. These blocks lie within 3 km vicinity, providing
suitable platform for group auctioning and could be a classic example for cluster mining.

In recognition of his significant contribution in the field of Mineral Discovery and
Exploration, the National Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Shri Haraman Mahanta. He
shares the award with his co-workers Shri Utpol Kumar Das, Shri Syam Kumar Sangamreddi and
Shri Sai Kumar Samala.

Field (i) Mineral Discovery & Exploration (excluding fossil fuels) of economic
and/or strategic importance and application of innovative techniques. Out of

the two awards in the field, at least one shall be given for critical minerals.
(Team Awards)

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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Shri Utpol Kumar Das

Shri Utpol Kumar Das, Superintending Geologist, Geological Survey of India along
with his co-workers has carried the exploration of copper, nickel and associated minerals in
Madansahi-Kesharpur-Dudhiasol sector, Mayurbhanj district of Odisha.

Through a successive preliminary (G 3) and general (G 2) exploration, a total of 37.77
million tonnes of copper ore resource with 0.61% grade and 2.05 million tonnes of nickel
ore resource at 0.19 % grade with associated gold-cobalt-silver-cadmium as byproduct and
incidence of radioactive minerals (Uranium oxide up to 0.045%) were established in three G 2
blocks namely 1) Madansahi, 2) Dudhiasol East and 3) Kesharpur East.

The most noteworthy finding is the depth consistency of mineralization explored up to
320 m (5th level) vertical depth below surface. Ore beneficiation studies of this deposit reported
suitable amenability to 29.89% Cu ore with excellent 92% Cu recovery along with 0.72% Ni,
0.36% Co and 2.41 ppm gold as by product. These blocks lie within 3 km vicinity, providing
suitable platform for group auctioning and could be a classic example for cluster mining.

In recognition of his significant contribution in the field of Mineral Discovery and
Exploration, the National Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Shri Utpol Kumar Das. He
shares the award with his co-workers Shri Haraman Mahanta, Shri Syam Kumar Sangamreddi
and Shri Sai Kumar Samala.

Field (i) Mineral Discovery & Exploration (excluding fossil fuels) of economic
and/or strategic importance and application of innovative techniques. Out of

the two awards in the field, at least one shall be given for critical minerals.
(Team Awards).

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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Shri Syam Kumar Sangamreddi

Shri Syam Kumar Sangamreddi, Senior Geologist, Geological Survey of India along
with his co-workers has carried the exploration of copper, nickel and associated minerals in
Madansahi-Kesharpur-Dudhiasol sector, Mayurbhanj district of Odisha.

Through a successive preliminary (G 3) and general (G 2) exploration, a total of 37.77
million tonnes of copper ore resource with 0.61% grade and 2.05 million tonnes of nickel
ore resource at 0.19 % grade with associated gold-cobalt-silver-cadmium as byproduct and

incidence of radioactive minerals (Uranium oxide up to 0.045%) were established in three G 2
blocks namely 1) Madansahi, 2) Dudhiasol East and 3) Kesharpur East.

The most noteworthy finding is the depth consistency of mineralization explored up to
320 m (5th level) vertical depth below surface. Ore beneficiation studies of this deposit reported
suitable amenability to 29.89% Cu ore with excellent 92% Cu recovery along with 0.72% Ni,
0.36% Co and 2.41 ppm gold as by product. These blocks lie within 3 km vicinity, providing
suitable platform for group auctioning and could be a classic example for cluster mining.

In recognition of his significant contribution in the field of Mineral Discovery and
Exploration, the National Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Shri Syam Kumar
Sangamreddi. He shares the award with his co-workers Shri Haraman Mahanta, Shri Utpol
Kumar Das and Shri Sai Kumar Samala.

Field (i) Mineral Discovery & Exploration (excluding fossil fuels) of economic
and/or strategic importance and application of innovative techniques. Out of

the two awards in the field, at least one shall be given for critical minerals.
(Team Awards).

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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Shri Sai Kumar Samala

Shri Sai Kumar Samala, Geologist, Geological Survey of India along with his co-workers
has carried the exploration of copper; nickel and associated minerals in Madansahi-Kesharpur-
Dudhiasol sector, Mayurbhanj district of Odisha.

Through a successive preliminary (G 3) and general (G 2) exploration, a total of 37.77
million tonnes of copper ore resource with 0.61% grade and 2.05 million tonnes of nickel
ore resource at 0.19 % grade with associated gold-cobalt-silver-cadmium as byproduct and
incidence of radioactive minerals (Uranium oxide up to 0.045%) were established in three G 2
blocks namely 1) Madansahi, 2) Dudhiasol East and 3) Kesharpur East.

The most noteworthy finding is the depth consistency of mineralization explored up to
320 m (5th level) vertical depth below surface. Ore beneficiation studies of this deposit reported
suitable amenability to 29.89% Cu ore with excellent 92% Cu recovery along with 0.72% Ni,
0.36% Co and 2.41 ppm gold as by product. These blocks lie within 3 km vicinity, providing
suitable platform for group auctioning and could be a classic example for cluster mining.

In recognition of his significant contribution in the field of Mineral Discovery and
Exploration, the National Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Shri Sai Kumar Samala. He
shares the award with his co-workers Shri Haraman Mahanta, Shri Utpol Kumar Das and Shri
Syam Kumar Sangamreddi.

Field (i) Mineral Discovery & Exploration (excluding fossil fuels) of economic
and/or strategic importance and application of innovative techniques. Out of

the two awards in the field, at least one shall be given for critical minerals.
(Team Awards)

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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Shri Navjeet Singh Nayyar

Shri Navjeet Singh Nayyar, Director, Geological Survey of India along with his co-workers
has carried out exploration for vanadium and phosphorite in Nigalidhar syncline, Sirmaur
district, Himachal Pradesh from FS: 2020-2021 to 2022-23.

The work taken up for delineation of phosphorite bearing zones, after the detailed
geological analysis and encouraging values of Vanadium, five blocks for Vanadium viz., Kathwar,
Rajana, Batewari, Khil and Ghaton were delineated during G-4 stage of exploration and upgraded
to G-3 stage in FS: 2022-2023. Detailed mapping and drilling led to establishing a potential
vanadiferous deposit in the Nigalidhar Syncline, Himachal Pradesh, which opened the Himalayan
Belt for further vanadium exploration.

The ore resources of five vanadiferous blocks are given below :

(i) Kathwar Block: V,0,: 1.88 MT, avg. gr. 0.63%, @ 0.2% V cut-off with a strike length 800m
and cumulative width varying from 40 m to 45 m.

(i)  RajanaBlock: V,0.: 6.2 MT, avg. gr. 0.55% @ 0.2% cut-off with strike length of 2.5 Km and
cumulative width varying from 80 m to 85 m.

(iii)  Batewari Block: V,0.: 6.2 MT, avg. gr. 0.33% @ 0.2% cut-off with strike length of 850 m
and cumulative width varying from 90 m to 95 m.

(iv)  Ghaton Block: V,0.: 0.18 MT, avg. gr. 0.46% @ 0.2% cut-off with strike length of ~750 m
and cumulative width varying from 80 m to 90 m.

(v) Khil Section: 03 channels putacross the strike of vanadiferous zone. In one of the channels,
the weighted average of vanadium is 0.23% at 0.2 % cut-off

In recognition of his significant contribution in the field of Mineral Discovery and
Exploration, the National Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Shri Navjeet Singh Nayyar.
He shares the award with his co-workers Shri Amit Kumar, Ms. Tripti Baba and Dr. Sandeep
Kumar.

Field (i) Mineral Discovery & Exploration (excluding fossil fuels) of economic
and/or strategic importance and application of innovative techniques. Out of

the two awards in the field, at least one shall be given for critical minerals.
(Team Awards)

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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Shri Amit Kumar

Shri Amit Kumar, Senior Geologist, Geological Survey of India, along with his co-workers,
has carried out exploration for vanadium and phosphorite in Nigalidhar syncline, Sirmaur
district, Himachal Pradesh from FS: 2020-2021 to 2022-23.

The work taken up for delineation of phosphorite bearing zones, after the detailed
geological analysis and encouraging values of Vanadium, five blocks for Vanadium viz., Kathwar,
Rajana, Batewari, Khil and Ghaton were delineated during G-4 stage of exploration and upgraded
to G-3 stage in FS: 2022-2023. Detailed mapping and drilling led to establishing a potential
vanadiferous deposit in the Nigalidhar Syncline, Himachal Pradesh, which opened the Himalayan
Belt for further vanadium exploration.

The ore resources of five vanadiferous blocks are given below :

)] Kathwar Block: V,0,: 1.88 MT, avg. gr. 0.63%, @ 0.2% V cut-off with a strike length 800m
and cumulative width varying from 40 m to 45 m.

(i)  RajanaBlock: V,0.: 6.2 MT, avg. gr. 0.55% @ 0.2% cut-off with strike length of 2.5 Km and
cumulative width varying from 80 m to 85 m.

(iii)  Batewari Block: V,0.: 6.2 MT, avg. gr. 0.33% @ 0.2% cut-off with strike length of 850 m
and cumulative width varying from 90 m to 95 m.

(iv)  Ghaton Block: V,0.: 0.18 MT, avg. gr. 0.46% @ 0.2% cut-off with strike length of ~750 m
and cumulative width varying from 80 m to 90 m.

(v) Khil Section: 03 channels put across the strike of vanadiferous zone. In one of the channels,
the weighted average of vanadium is 0.23% at 0.2 % cut-off
In recognition of his significant contribution in the field of Mineral Discovery and
Exploration, the National Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Shri Amit Kumar. He shares
the award with his co-workers Shri Navjeet Singh Nayyar, Ms. Tripti Baba and Dr. Sandeep Kumar.

Field (i) Mineral Discovery & Exploration (excluding fossil fuels) of economic
and/or strategic importance and application of innovative techniques. Out of

the two awards in the field, at least one shall be given for critical minerals.
(Team Awards)

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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Ms. Tripti Baba

Ms. Tripti Baba, Senior Geologist, Geological Survey of India, along with her co-workers,
has carried out exploration for vanadium and phosphorite in Nigalidhar syncline, Sirmaur
district, Himachal Pradesh from FS: 2020-2021 to 2022-23.

The work taken up for delineation of phosphorite bearing zones, after the detailed
geological analysis and encouraging values of Vanadium, five blocks for Vanadium viz., Kathwar,
Rajana, Batewari, Khil and Ghaton were delineated during G-4 stage of exploration and upgraded
to G-3 stage in FS: 2022-2023. Detailed mapping and drilling led to establishing a potential
vanadiferous deposit in the Nigalidhar Syncline, Himachal Pradesh, which opened the Himalayan
Belt for further vanadium exploration.

The ore resources of five vanadiferous blocks are given below :

() Kathwar Block: V,0.: 1.88 MT, avg. gr. 0.63%, @ 0.2% V cut-off with a strike length 800m
and cumulative width varying from 40 m to 45 m.

(i)  RajanaBlock: V,0.: 6.2 MT, avg. gr. 0.55% @ 0.2% cut-off with strike length of 2.5 Km and
cumulative width varying from 80 m to 85 m.

(iii)  Batewari Block: V,0.: 6.2 MT, avg. gr. 0.33% @ 0.2% cut-off with strike length of 850 m
and cumulative width varying from 90 m to 95 m.

(iv)  Ghaton Block: V,0.: 0.18 MT, avg. gr. 0.46% @ 0.2% cut-off with strike length of ~750 m
and cumulative width varying from 80 m to 90 m.

(v) Khil Section: 03 channels put across the strike of vanadiferous zone. In one of the channels,
the weighted average of vanadium is 0.23% at 0.2 % cut-off

In recognition of her significant contribution in the field of Mineral Discovery and
Exploration, the National Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Ms.Tripti Baba. She shares

the award with her co-workers Shri Navjeet Singh Nayyar, Shri Amit Kumar and Dr. Sandeep
Kumar.

Field (i) Mineral Discovery & Exploration (excluding fossil fuels) of economic
and/or strategic importance and application of innovative techniques. Out of

the two awards in the field, at least one shall be given for critical minerals.
(Team Awards)

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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Dr. Sandeep Kumar

Dr. Sandeep Kumar, Geologist, Geological Survey of India, along with his co-workers, has
carried out exploration for vanadium and phosphorite in Nigalidhar syncline, Sirmaur district,
Himachal Pradesh from FS: 2020-2021 to 2022-23.

The work taken up for delineation of phosphorite bearing zones, after the detailed
geological analysis and encouraging values of Vanadium, five blocks for Vanadium viz., Kathwar,
Rajana, Batewari, Khil and Ghaton were delineated during G-4 stage of exploration and upgraded
to G-3 stage in FS: 2022-2023. Detailed mapping and drilling led to establishing a potential
vanadiferous deposit in the Nigalidhar Syncline, Himachal Pradesh, which opened the Himalayan
Belt for further vanadium exploration.

The ore resources of five vanadiferous blocks are given below :

(1) Kathwar Block: V,0,: 1.88 MT, avg. gr. 0.63%, @ 0.2% V cut-off with a strike length 800m
and cumulative width varying from 40 m to 45 m.

(i)  RajanaBlock: V,0.: 6.2 MT, avg. gr. 0.55% @ 0.2% cut-off with strike length of 2.5 Km and
cumulative width varying from 80 m to 85 m.

(iii)  Batewari Block: V,0.: 6.2 MT, avg. gr. 0.33% @ 0.2% cut-off with strike length of 850 m
and cumulative width varying from 90 m to 95 m.

(iv)  Ghaton Block: V,0.: 0.18 MT, avg. gr. 0.46% @ 0.2% cut-off with strike length of ~750 m
and cumulative width varying from 80 m to 90 m.

(v) Khil Section: 03 channels putacross the strike of vanadiferous zone. In one of the channels,
the weighted average of vanadium is 0.23% at 0.2 % cut-off

In recognition of his significant contribution in the field of Mineral Discovery and
Exploration, the National Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Dr. Sandeep Kumar. He

shares the award with his co-workers Shri Navjeet Singh Nayyar, Shri Amit Kumar and Ms.Tripti
Baba.

Field (i) Mineral Discovery & Exploration (excluding fossil fuels) of economic
and/or strategic importance and application of innovative techniques. Out of

the two awards in the field, at least one shall be given for critical minerals.
(Team Awards)

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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Smt. Sradhanjali Subhadarshini

Smt. Sradhanjali Subhadarshini, Superintending Geologist, Geological Survey of India,
along with her co-workers, has carried out coal exploration in Kanaloi and Talanali Sectors of
Talcher Coalfield, Odisha from 2021 to 2023 and made significant contribution in delineation of
significant potential of non-coking coal seams at shallow depth over a substantial strike length
in the western part of Talcher Coalfield.

The most noteworthy aspect of this finding is that valuable addition of 1974.48 million
tonne of coal resources with a quarriable prospect has been made to Inventory of Geological
Resource of Indian Coal. Out of this, 1771.38 million tonne of these coal resources lies at the
shallow depth (<300m) which is about 90% of the total discovery. This achievement has opened
up the possibility of further detailed work in adjacent areas.

In recognition of her significant contribution in the field of Coal, Lignite and Coal Bed
Methane Discovery & Exploration, the National Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Smt.
Sradhanjali Subhadarshini. She shares the award with her co-workers Shri Supriya Chakraborty
and Shri Jaydip Mukherjee.

Field (ii) Coal, Lignite and Coal Bed Methane Discovery & Exploration
of economic and/or strategic importance and application of innovative

techniques and Oil, Natural Gas, Shale Gas and Gas Hydrates Discovery
& Exploration (including project development and planning leading to
exploitation of resource and reservoir management) (Team Award).

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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Shri Supriya Chakraborty

Shri Supriya Chakraborty, Senior Geologist, Geological Survey of India, along with his
co-workers, has carried out coal exploration in Kanaloi and Talanali Sectors of Talcher Coalfield,
Odishafrom 2021 to 2023 and made significant contribution in delineation of significant potential
of non-coking coal seams at shallow depth over a substantial strike length in the western part of
Talcher Coalfield.

The most noteworthy aspect of this finding is that valuable addition of 1974.48 million
tonne of coal resources with a quarriable prospect has been made to Inventory of Geological
Resource of Indian Coal. Out of this, 1771.38 million tonne of these coal resources lies at the
shallow depth (<300m) which is about 90% of the total discovery. This achievement has opened
up the possibility of further detailed work in adjacent areas.

In recognition of his significant contribution in the field of Coal, Lignite and Coal Bed
Methane Discovery & Exploration, the National Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Shri
Supriya Chakraborty. He shares the award with his co-workers Smt. Sradhanjali Subhadarshini
and Shri Jaydip Mukherjee.

Field (ii) Coal, Lignite and Coal Bed Methane Discovery & Exploration
of economic and/or strategic importance and application of innovative

techniques and Oil, Natural Gas, Shale Gas and Gas Hydrates Discovery
& Exploration (including project development and planning leading to
exploitation of resource and reservoir management) (Team Award).

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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Shri Jaydip Mukherjee

Shri Jaydip Mukherjee, Director, Geological Survey of India, along with his co-workers,
has carried out coal exploration in Kanaloi and Talanali Sectors of Talcher Coalfield, Odisha from
2021 to 2023 and made significant contribution in delineation of significant potential of non-
coking coal seams at shallow depth over a substantial strike length in the western part of Talcher
Coalfield.

The most noteworthy aspect of this finding is that valuable addition of 1974.48 million
tonne of coal resources with a quarriable prospect has been made to Inventory of Geological
Resource of Indian Coal. Out of this, 1771.38 million tonne of these coal resources lies at the
shallow depth (<300m) which is about 90% of the total discovery. This achievement has opened
up the possibility of further detailed work in adjacent areas.

In recognition of his significant contribution in the field of Coal, Lignite and Coal Bed
Methane Discovery & Exploration, the National Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Shri
Jaydip Mukherjee. He shares the award with his co-workers Smt. Sradhanjali Subhadarshini
and Shri Supriya Chakraborty.

Field (ii) Coal, Lignite and Coal Bed Methane Discovery & Exploration
of economic and/or strategic importance and application of innovative

techniques and Oil, Natural Gas, Shale Gas and Gas Hydrates Discovery
& Exploration (including project development and planning leading to
exploitation of resource and reservoir management) (Team Award).

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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Dr. Jai Krishna Pandey

Dr.Jai Krishna Pandey, Chief Scientist, CSIR-Central Institute of Mining and Fuel Research
(CSIR-CIMFR), Dhanbad has carried out impactful research work resulting in deployment in
mining industries. He has won prestigious awards from Mining, Geological and Metallurgical
Institute of India (MGMI) and Mining Engineers’ Association of India (MEAI).

He has made significant contributions towards development and deployment of Eco-
friendly dust suppression technology i.e. DUSTRON, which has also been patented. He also
contributed in development of an improved method for treating chromium-contaminated

effluent addressing the practical challenges in field conditions.

Dr. Pandey led numerous environmental safety initiatives and interventions in industrial
practice focusing on mine ventilation, fire prevention, and dust management across several coal
and metalliferous mines. He has more than 150 widely cited publications and 8 patents to his

credit.

Inrecognition of his significant contribution in the field of Mining Technology, the National

Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Dr. Jai Krishna Pandey.

Field (iii) Mining Technology including development and application of new
methods and technologies, research & development, conservation of mineral

resource, systematic mine planning, mine safety, mine fires, mine hazards,
mine reclamation & rehabilitation. (Individual Award)

National Geoscience Awards 2024 E
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Dr. Ranjeet Kumar Singh

Dr. Ranjeet Kumar Singh, Senior Principal Scientist, CSIR-National Metallurgical
Laboratory, Jamshedpur has made significant contributions in mineral beneficiation as well as
in sustainable process technology developments from end of life products. He has developed
flowsheets for beneficiation from secondary sources for tungsten from gold tailings, low grade

iron ores & tailings and quartzitic sand to produce sand glass grade, to cite a few examples.

A noteworthy contribution is in terms of translation of process technologies to many
industries including MSMEs for recovery of critical metals such as Ni, Co, Li, Cu and precious

metals from e-waste such as Printed Circuit Boards (PCBs) and used lithium ion batteries.

Dr. Ranjeet Kumar Singh is the recipient of significant awards including CSIR Technology

Award, 2022. He has patents granted to his credit and his work has been well cited.

In recognition of his significant contribution in the field of Mineral Beneficiation and
Sustainable Mineral Development, the National Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Dr.

Ranjeet Kumar Singh.

Field (iv) Mineral Beneficiation (including mineral processing, project
development for utilization of low-grade ores and production of value-

added mineral products & mineral economics) and Sustainable Mineral
Development (including mine closure, project development, institutional
development and capacity building). (Individual Award)

National Geoscience Awards 2024
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Dr. Vedula Venkata Subrahmanya
Srinivasa Sarma

Dr. Vedula Venkata Subrahmanya Srinivasa Sarma, Chief Scientist, CSIR-National
Institute of Oceanography, Regional Centre, Visakhapatnam has made outstanding contributions
to the fundamental understanding of the spatio-temporal variability of biogeochemical processes
in the Indian Ocean. His research has deep implications for ecosystem functioning, biological
productivity and biogenic fluxes due to human interferences in the Indian Ocean and estuaries.
He also took a leading role in setting up a modern biogeochemistry laboratory in the east coast
of India at Visakhapatnam. His research contributions have earned strong citations from experts
in the respective field.

In recognition of his significant contribution in the field of Basic Geosciences, the National
Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Dr. Vedula Venkata Subrahmanya Srinivasa Sarma.

Field (v): Basic Geosciences including Stratigraphy, Structural Geology,
Paleontology, Geodynamics, Geochemistry, geochronology and Isotope Geology,
Ocean Development (Oceanography and Marine Geology), Glaciology and Arctic

& Antarctic Research including Geoscientific Expeditions: and science surveys/
baseline geoscience data collection including Geological and Geochemical
mapping & survey and Systematic Thematic mapping. (Individual Award)
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Dr. Mekala Ram Mohan

Dr. Mekala Ram Mohan, Chief Scientist, CSIR-National Geophysical Research Institute,
Hyderabad has provided new insights on the petrogenesis of granitoids in all major cratons
of India. His research has addressed compelling fundamental issues such as whether plate
tectonics/ plume tectonics were operative during the evolution of the early Earth. He has
contributed significantly towards the understanding of Archean crustal growth processes and
the evolution of the Indian Shield, using field and laboratory methods. He has established in-situ
U-Pb zircon geochronology protocols using advanced technology in the CSIR-NGRI geochemistry
laboratory.

In recognition of his significant contribution in the field of Basic Geosciences, the National
Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Dr. Mekala Ram Mohan.

Field (v): Basic Geosciences including Stratigraphy, Structural Geology,
Paleontology, Geodynamics, Geochemistry, geochronology and Isotope Geology,
Ocean Development (Oceanography and Marine Geology), Glaciology and Arctic

& Antarctic Research including Geoscientific Expeditions: and science surveys/
baseline geoscience data collection including Geological and Geochemical
mapping & survey and Systematic Thematic mapping. (Individual Award)
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Prof. Ghulam Jeelani, Professor and Head, Dept. of Earth Sciences and Dean, School of
Earth & Environmental Sciences, University of Kashmir has contributed significantly in the field
of isotope hydrometeorology research in the western Himalayas, using environmental isotopes
to understand meteorological, hydrological and hydrogeological processes. His research has
advanced the understanding of various hydrogeochemical processes and solute geochemistry in
low temperature groundwater aqueous systems. He has made noteworthy research contributions
on the degradation of permafrost in the Upper Indus Basin through monitoring of CO, and
methane, which has tremendous societal and strategic importance.

In recognition of his work, Prof. Jeelani was awarded with the prestigious Fulbright-
Nehru Fellowship of the United States India Education Foundation (USIEF) to carry out research
on Himalayan glacial hydrology. He has published more than hundred well-cited research papers
in peer reviewed journals.

In recognition of his significant contribution in the field of Applied Geology, the National
Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Prof. Ghulam Jeelani.

Field: (vi) Applied Geology: Engineering Geology, Geothermal Energy,
Seismotectonics, Geostatistics, Remote Sensing and Geo-Information System
(including spatial data management applications and data integration);
Groundwater Exploration (including project development, hydrogeological

studies and management of groundwater resources; Geo-Environmental
Studies relating to mining, urban, industrial, coastal and desert management,
paleoclimate, paleoenvironment, medical geology, climate change and studies
related to their impact on ecosystem. (Individual Award)
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Prof. Sanjit Kumar Pal

Prof. Sanjit Kumar Pal, Professor and Head, Department of Applied Geophysics,
IIT(ISM), Dhanbad has contributed significantly in the field of geophysics/applied geophysics.
He combined Self-Potential, Gravity, Magnetic, Electrical Resistivity Tomography (ERT), and
Seismic Methods for mine stability and hazard estimation studies such as Underground Coal
fire, and study of seepage from mine barrier and overlying mine gallery roof. He used various
geophysical techniques for controlling the ground vibrations and coal productivity in the various
mines.

Prof. Pal integrated geological and geophysical methods to study mineral potential in
auriferous zones in parts of North Singhbhum Mobile Belt, Jharkhand, Kimberlite emplacement
in parts of the Dharwar and Bundelkhand cratons, etc. His other major contribution include
Earthquake hazard mitigation, investigation for Hydro electrical projects, Lineament mapping,
etc.

Inrecognition ofhis significant contribution in the field of Geophysics/Applied Geophysics,
the National Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Prof. Sanjit Kumar Pal.

Field: (vii) Geophysics / Applied Geophysics: New Technologies in
geophysical exploration, application of geophysical methods, geo-magnetism,

geophysical survey techniques and instrumentation. (Individual Award)
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Prof. Mukat Lal Sharma

Prof. Mukat Lal Sharma, Professor, Dept. of Earthquake Engineering and Head,
International Centre of Excellence for Dams, IIT Roorkee has contributed significantly in the
areas of earthquake engineering and engineering seismology. Prof. Sharma led the team of
National and International Experts for National Seismic Hazard Map of India for Dams under
specific mandate from Ministry of Jal Shakti. Prof. Sharma has played important role in seismic
hazard and risk assessment at national and international levels and has rendered expert advice
for numerous engineering sites in India and abroad.

Prof. Sharma introduced the studies based on SAR interferometry for the deformation
estimations and has been instrumental in starting the use of GIS/GPS related earthquake
studies and application of SAR differential interferometry for shallow earthquakes. He has been
instrumental in initializing the Earthquake Early Warning System in India.

In recognition of his significant contribution in the field of Natural Hazard Investigations,
the National Geoscience Award 2024 is conferred on Prof. Mukat Lal Sharma.

Field: (viii) Natural Hazard Investigations including scientific studies
related to natural hazards such as earthquakes, landslides, floods and

tsunamis. (Individual Award)
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Shri Susobhan Neogi

Shri Susobhan Neogi, Senior Geologist, Geological Survey of India has made significant
contributions towards the tectonic evolution of Neoarchean-Proterozoic fold-thrust belts of
Meghalaya and Jharkhand, the Meso-Neoarchean Mobile Belts of Southern Bundelkhand Craton,
and the Proterozoic mafic dyke swarms of Bundelkhand Craton, through extensive geological
mapping, phase equilibria modelling, structural analysis and monazite dating. His research work
in Meghalaya led to the identification of distinct litho-tectonic domains within the Proterozoic
mobile belt and contributed to the better understanding of the collision process between the
north and south Indian cratonic blocks during the Rodinia supercontinent assembly. He also
studied the ore genesis of sillimanite and corundum deposits in Meghalaya and identified the
role of crustal-scale shear zones and related metasomatism in the ore formation.

His work on the structural orientation, geochemistry, and Ar-Ar mineral dating of
Proterozoic mafic dyke swarms in the Bundelkhand Craton provided evidence of sustained mafic
magmatism related to the subduction of oceanic plates along the Central Indian cratonic margins
during the Columbia Supercontinent assembly.

Shri Neogi has conducted high-precision in situ oxygen and sulfur isotope analysis of
copper ores in Singhbhum shear zone to gain insights into subcrustal metallogenesis.

In recognition of his significant contribution in the field of Geosciences, the National
Young Geoscientist Award 2024 is conferred on Shri Susobhan Neogi.

NATIONAL YOUNG GEOSCIENTIST AWARD 2024
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REGULATION GOVERNING NATIONAL
GEOSCIENCE AWARDS 2024

PREAMBLE

The National Mineral Awards Scheme was instituted in the year 1966 by the Ministry of
Mines, Government of India. The scope of the awards has been expanded and the name
changed to National Geoscience Awards (NGA) from 2009. Further, in 2022, the awards
have been rationalized as per the guidelines issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs and
on-boarded on the National Awards Portal. The number of awards and award categories
have been rationalized and revised. The objective of the scheme is to honour individuals
and teams for extraordinary achievements and outstanding contributions in the field of
mineral discovery & exploration, fundamental / applied geosciences, mining and allied
areas. Any citizen of India with significant contribution in any field of earth sciences is
eligible for the Award.

There are three categories of awards under National Geoscience Awards:

i National Geoscience Award for Lifetime Achievement
ii. National Geoscience Award and
iil. National Young Geoscientist Award

Nominations for the above three categories of awards are invited.

BROAD DISCIPLINES
SECTION - I: Mineral Discovery & Exploration (3 Awards)

Fields:

i) Mineral Discovery & Exploration (excluding fossil fuels) of economic and/or
strategic importance and application of innovative techniques. Out of two awards
in this field, at least one award shall be given for critical minerals. (2 Awards)

ii) Coal, Lignite and Coal Bed Methane Discovery & Exploration of economic and/
or strategic importance and application of innovative techniques and Qil, Natural
Gas, Shale Gas and Gas Hydrates Discovery & Exploration (including project
development and planning leading to exploitation of resources and reservoir
management) (1 Award)

SECTION-II: Mining Technology, Mineral Beneficiation &
Sustainable Mineral Development (2 Awards)

Fields:

iii) Mining Technology including development and application of new methods
and technologies, research & development, conservation of mineral resources,



Fields:

vi)

vii)

viii)

systematic mine planning, mine safety, mine fires, mine hazards, mine reclamation
& rehabilitation. (1 Award)

Mineral Beneficiation (including mineral processing, project development for
utilization of low grade ores & production of value added mineral products and
mineral economics) and Sustainable Mineral Development (including mine
closure, project development, institutional development and capacity building) (1
Award)

SECTION-III: Basic Geosciences (2 Awards)

Basic Geosciences including Stratigraphy, Structural Geology, Paleontology,
Geodynamics, Geochemistry, Geochronology and Isotope Geology, Ocean
Development (Oceanography and Marine Geology), Glaciology and Arctic &
Antarctic Research including Geo-Scientific Expeditions; and science surveys/
baseline geoscience data collection including Geological and Geochemical mapping
& survey, and Systematic Thematic mapping. (2 Awards)

SECTION-1V: Applied Geosciences (3 Awards)

Applied Geology: Engineering Geology, Geothermal Energy, Seismotectonics,
Geostatistics, Remote Sensing and Geo-Information System (including spatial
data management applications and data integration); Groundwater Exploration
(including project development, hydrogeological studies and management of
groundwater resources; Geo-Environmental Studies relating to mining, urban,
industrial, coastal and desert management, paleoclimate, paleoenvironment,
medical geology, climate change and studies related to their impact on ecosystem.
(1 Award)

Geophysics / Applied Geophysics: New Technologies in geophysical exploration,
application of geophysical methods, geo-magnetism, geophysical survey techniques

and instrumentation. (1 Award)

Natural Hazard Investigations including scientific studies related to natural
hazards such as earthquakes, landslides, floods and tsunamis. (1 Award)

NATIONAL GEOSCIENCE AWARD FOR LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

Award for Lifetime Achievement (single award) shall be given to an individual with an

exceptionally high lifetime achievement for sustained and significant contributions in

any of the disciplines mentioned in Clause-2.

NATIONAL GEOSCIENCE AWARD

National Geoscience Award (10 Awards) shall be given to individuals or team(s) in

recognition of meritorious contribution in any of the disciplines mentioned in Clause-2.
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(i)

NATIONAL YOUNG GEOSCIENTIST AWARD

Young Geoscientist Award (single award) shall be given for outstanding research work in
any field of geosciences to an individual below 35 years of age as on the 31* December
of the preceding year, in which the nominations are invited.

ELIGIBILITY FOR NATIONAL GEOSCIENCE AWARDS

(a) Any citizen of India who is a professionally qualified geo-scientist / engineer /
technologist/academician, having a meritorious background with significant
contribution in any of the fields specified in Clause-2 of the Regulation shall be
eligible for consideration of the Awards.

(b)  National Geoscience Award and National Young Geoscientist Award shall be given
on the basis of contributions made through work done for most part in India, in
the past ten years preceding the year of the award. The ten year criterion shall not
apply for the Award for Lifetime Achievement.

() A nomination for a team award can comprise a maximum of FOUR members. The
number of team awards shall not exceed FIVE.

(d) The Award for Lifetime Achievement and the Young Geoscientist Award shall be
given to individuals only and not teams.

AWARDS

The National Geoscience Award recognizes the persons for extraordinary achievements
and outstanding contributions in the various field of geosciences. Each award would be
in the form of a Certificate and a Plaque.

NOMINATIONS

Nominations for all the three categories of Awards can be made by either the individual
nominee or anyone among the team nominees.

The nominations have to be accompanied by a declaration by either the nominee or the
nominating entity containing the following text:

(a) Thatthe information given in the nomination is correct.
(b)  That the work is original.

(c)  That the work has been done substantially in India except in respect of ocean
expedition or space research or Arctic/Antarctic research which may have been
done outside India but have direct or measurable impact on India.

(d)  Thatthe work has been done by the nominee or the nominee team.

(e)  That the major portion of the work has been done in the last ten years (this shall
not apply to Award for Lifetime Achievement).

National Geoscience Awards 2024



(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(a)

Any former awardee or the Head of any institution, government department, university,
or research entity may recommend the nominee or nominees for the award by issuing a
recommendation letter.

A certificate from the head of institution / head of department / supervisory officer that
the work has been done by the respective nominee is desirable but not mandatory.

[f any work or the information in the nomination is found to be false or non-original or
plagiarized or the nominee’s contribution is very minor/insignificant, such nominations
would be summarily rejected. Further, such nominees would be permanently disqualified
for the awards and their names circulated among Government Departments and
Universities/Academic Institutions.

In case of team awards, not more than four persons would be considered for the award.
At the nomination stage, the team has to indicate the names of only four persons who may
have made the maximum contribution.

A person who has been awarded once in a field would not be considered for an award
for a second time in that particular field. However, the person can apply in the other
fields. Further, such person can apply for the Award for Lifetime Achievement and the
Young Geoscientist Award subject to fulfilling all criteria. Likewise, a Young Geoscientist
Awardee can apply for the rest two categories of the Awards. An awardee of the Award for
Lifetime Achievement cannot apply for any award category under the NGA.

Nominations made in any format other than the prescribed ones and applications received
beyond the stipulated date as well as incomplete nominations will be outright rejected
without further reference. No representation in this regard will be entertained.

SELECTION PROCEDURE

The Selection Committees for the Awards are constituted with the approval of the
Chairman, Award Making Authority & Secretary, Ministry of Mines, Government of India.
The ‘Award Making Authority’ (AMA) shall comprise the following members:

(1) Secretary, Ministry of Mines : Chairman

(2) Secretary, Department of Science & Technology or his/her : Member

nominee
(3) Secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences or his/her nominee :  Member
(4) Additional Secretary, Ministry of Mines : Member
(5) Director General, Geological Survey of India : Member
(6) Controller General, Indian Bureau of Mines : Member

(7) An eminent Geophysicist (to be nominated by Secretary, Ministry : Member
of Petroleum & Natural Gas)
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(8) An eminent Mining Engineer (to be nominated by Secretary, : Member

Ministry of Coal)
(9) Aneminent Geologist (to be nominated by Chairman, UGC) :  Member
(10) An eminent Geoscientist (to be nominated by DG, CSIR) : Member

(11) Chairman, Screening Committee of Experts for the National : Member
Geoscience Awards

(12) Any other person to be invited by the Chairman for the meeting : Member
(13) Joint Secretary, Ministry of Mines :  Member
Secretary

(b)  While the Chairman and Members at Sl. No. (2), (3), (4), (5), (6) and (13) of Clause 09 [a]
above are ex-officio members, the tenure of other members at Sl. No. (7), (8), (9) and (10)
shall be 3 years. Any casual vacancy among such members may be filled up by nomination
of a new member. No decision of the Authority shall be rendered invalid because of the
existence of any vacancy or vacancies in the membership of the Authority.

() No Member of the Authority shall participate in the deliberations of the AMA if he/she is
a candidate for an award.

(d) Chairman, AMA shall constitute the following two Committees:

(i) Sectional Scrutiny Committee: There shall be as many Sectional Scrutiny
Committees (SSCs) as the number of Sections given in para 2 above (presently,
there are four Sections and corresponding four Sectional Committees): Each
SSC will comprise five members or more having expertise in the field/fields
under the Section. The SSC shall consider the nominations received under their
respective Sections and after discipline-wise examination and evaluation, short
list and recommend the nominations to the Screening Committee of Experts.

(ii)  Screening Committee of Experts: There shall be a Screening Committee of
Experts (SCE) constituted by the Chairman of the Award Making Authority. The
SCE will comprise the chairmen of the Sectional Scrutiny Committees and 3 or
more other experts. The recommendations of the Sectional Scrutiny Committees
for the “National Geoscience Award” would be placed before the SCE for further
evaluation and recommendation to the Award Making Authority. Further, the
shortlisting for the “Award for Lifetime Achievement” and the “Young Geoscientist
Award” will be made directly by the SCE.

The SCE, if so desires, shall invite the candidates shortlisted for National Geoscience Award
by SSCs and applicants for Young Geoscientist Award for presentation and interview in
online/offline mode for their shortlisting.

The candidates shortlisted/recommended for the “Lifetime Achievement Award” shall
not appear for the presentation or the interview.
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SCHEDULE:

Nominations for the Award for Lifetime Achievement, National Geoscience Award and the
Young Geoscientist Award shall include a list of the work done and achievements up to
the calendar year ending 31 December of the preceding year in which the nominations
are invited. For the Award for Lifetime Achievement, the limit of preceding ten years shall

not apply.

Thetime and date of receipt of nomination shall be given at the time of inviting nominations
for the awards through National Awards Portal, i.e., https://www.awards.gov.in.

All nominations should be submitted in the prescribed format through National Awards
Portal, i.e., https://www.awards.gov.in. only.

PRESENTATION CEREMONY

Presentation of the National Geoscience Awards will be made at an Award Presentation
Ceremony on a date and time as may be decided.

SECRETARIAT

The Secretariat for servicing the Authority will be the office of the Director (Technical),
Ministry of Mines, Room No 306-D, Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road, New Delhi-110001
Telefax:011-23385329, email: ngawards-mines@gov.in; Director (Technical), Ministry o

Mines will be the Member Secretary to various Selection Committees.
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