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How to Apply for Free Legal Aid?

Anyone who needs free legal services and is eligible can apply to the concerned Legal Services
Authority or Committee.®
+ The application can be submitted in writing, by filling up a prescribed form, or made
orally (in which case an officer or paralegal volunteer will help record the request).
* Applications can also be made online through the Legal Aid Application available on
the websites of NALSA or State/District Legal Services Authorities.
If NALSA receives an application directly, it will forward it to the appropriate authority.

Once the application reaches the concerned Legal Services Institution, it is reviewed to decide
the next steps. Depending on the case, assistance may include legal advice, counselling, or
appointment of a lawyer to represent the applicant in court.

If the application is accepted:

+ The applicant is informed about the lawyer assigned, and both receive a letter of
appointment.

 The lawyer will then contact the applicant, or the applicant may also reach out to the
lawyer.

As per Regulation 7(2) of the National Legal Services Authority (Free and Competent Legal
Services) Regulations, 2010, a decision on the application must be made immediately, and

not later than seven days from the date of receipt.

Communication of Application Status:

1. Physical applications: Updates are sent to the applicant's postal or email address.

2. Online applications: An application number is generated, and the applicant can track
the status online through the respective portal.

3. Applications from Government Departments/Centralised Public Grievance Redress
and Monitoring System (CPGRAMS): Applicants are informed via email and can view
the scanned copy and remarks on the CPGRAMS and Legal Services Authority
websites.
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Tele-Law Nyaya Bandhu (Pro Bono Legal Literacy and
Legal Services) Legal Amareness
Nyaya Bandhu is a Pan India Legal Literacy and
nationwide program  that Legal Awareness educates
uses a mobile app to t vuinerable ities
volunteer lawyers  with about their legal rights and
people who need free legal entitlements. This makes the
" help. Justice system more
:‘;“ﬁ;"’ “'(ng" “\“ [‘ accessible  and  citizen-
Mobue A . £ ~iree "
number l«‘;:’ is also available, 4,765 cases frienwdly;
9,433 advocates
1,11,79,560 people! 109 law schools 14,96,72,607 people
got legal advice 23 High Courts attended programs from
(as on July 31, 2825) (as on August 18, 2025) 2022-23 to 2024-25
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India Votes: Capturing the Spirit of the World's Largest

Democracy: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressNoteDetails.aspx?Noteld=151892& Moduleld=3

Legal awareness camps and programmes: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2147770
State/UT-wise details of Number of Persons benefited through free Legal Services provided by the Legal
Services Institutions during the last three financial years i.e. 2021-22, 2022-23, 2023-24 and the current
financial year 2024-25 (up to May 2024): https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2037349
During last three years from 2022-23 to 2024-25 (up to December 2024), 39.44 lakhs persons have been
provided with free legal services: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2118238
Dissemination of legal education: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2147765
Effectiveness of free legal aid services: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=2147768
India's Commitment to Women's Safety: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2116557

As on October 2024, 313 Gram Nyayalayas are functioning across the country which have disposed of more
than 2.99 lakh cases during December 2024: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2078998
"Hamara Samvidhan Hamara Swabhiman" in

Prayagraj: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2094983

Government of India has taken various steps to popularize the understanding of the

Constitution: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2040663

NALSA prepares an extensive “Module for Training of Para-legal Volunteers” covering all aspects necessary for
training to them: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2037348

The Supreme Court is collaborating with the High Courts in translation of e-SCR Judgements in 18 vernacular
languages: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2118241

National Legal Service Day: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1797658
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THE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITIES ACT,

1987: https://cdnbbsr.s3waas.gov.in/s32e45f93088c7db59767efef516b306aa/uploads/2025/04/20250408179
6627129.pdf

Lok Adalats: https://nalsa.gov.in/lok-adalats/

Legal Literacy and Legal Awareness Programmeme (LLLP): https://doj.gov.in/legal-literacy-and-legal-
awareness-programmeme-lllp/

Fast Track Courts (FTCs): https://doj.gov.in/fast-track-courts/

Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs): https://doj.gov.in/fast-track-special-court-ftscs/

Tele-Law: https://www.tele-law.in/

Nyaya Bandhu: https://www.probono-doj.in/home/index

National Legal Services Authority (NALSA): https://doj.gov.in/access-to-justice-for-the-marginalised/
Mission Shakti: https://missionshakti.wcd.gov.in/about

Digital Sansad: https://sansad.in/phistory

Click here to see pdf

PIB Headquarters
National Legal Services Day
India's Legal Aid and Awareness Initiatives
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