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On May 22, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi to inaugurate 103 Amrit Bharat stations across

18 states from Bikaner, Rajasthan.

Railway stations have long been the heartbeats of Indian towns and cities, bustling with stories, memories

and movement. While they have faithfully served millions over the years, many of these spaces have

stayed largely unchanged, quietly waiting for a new chapter. That moment has arrived.

The Amrit Bharat Station Scheme is a long-term plan to improve railway stations across India in a

step-by-step manner. Under this scheme, detailed plans are made for each station and the work is done in

phases, based on what each station needs.
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The goal is to make stations cleaner, more comfortable, and easier to use. This includes improving
entry and exit points, waiting halls, toilets, platforms, and roofing. Facilities like lifts, escalators, and
free Wi-Fi are added wherever needed. There are also better signs and information systems to help
passengers. Some stations will have executive lounges and special areas for business meetings. Local
products will be sold at kiosks under the ‘One Station One Product’ scheme, and efforts will be made

to make stations look greener and more attractive.

‘One Station One Product’ concept aims to encourage indigenous and specialised products and crafts
of India through providing display and sale outlets on railway stations across the country. The products
would be specific to the location, including artefacts made by indigenous tribes, handlooms by local
weavers, handicrafts, chikankari and zari-zardozi work or spices tea, coffee and other processed/semi

processed food items/products indigenously grown in the area.!

The Amrit Bharat Mission scheme also focuses on upgrading the station buildings, connecting both sides
of the city through the station, and linking stations with other transport options like buses and metros.
Special care is being taken to make stations friendly for persons with disabilities. Eco-friendly solutions,
noise-free tracks, and better planning are also part of the improvements. In the long run, the aim is to turn

stations into vibrant city centres that serve many purposes beyond just travel.2

The Amrit Bharat Station Scheme signifies a concerted effort by Indian Railways to modernize its
infrastructure in order to elevate the travel experience for millions of passengers. The scheme envisages
building modern passenger amenities like aesthetically designed facade, resurfaced platforms, beautiful
landscaping, roof plaza, kiosks, food courts, kids play area among others. Efforts to ensure smooth
access encompass widening roads, removing unwanted structures, installing well-designed signages,
establishing dedicated pedestrian pathways, and enhancing parking facilities, alongside improved

lighting arrangements.

One of the significant features of the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme is that the designs of redeveloped
station buildings is inspired by local culture, heritage and architecture. For e.g. the Ahmedabad station
draws inspiration from the Modhera Sun Temple, while Dwarka station is inspired by the
Dwarkadheesh Temple. While Gurugram station will carry the IT theme, the Baleshwar station in
Odisha will be designed on theme of Bhagwan Jagannath Temple. The influence of the Chola

architecture will be writ large on the Kumbhakonam Station in Tamil Nadu.®

1 https://www.pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1811345
2 https://sansad.in/getFile/loksabhaquestions/annex/184/AS189 1gSItS.pdf?source=pqals
3 https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleaselframePage.aspx?PRID=2009790
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The origin of the Amrit Bharat Stations scheme can be traced back to 2021, when Gandhinagar became
the first Railway station to undergo modernization, replete with all modern facilities and a five star
hotel. Later on in the same year, Rani Kamalapati Railway Station, formerly known as Habibganj wore

a new look.*

Indian Railways is committed to make its railway stations accessible for Persons with Disabilities
(Divyangjans) and passengers with reduced mobility as part of “Sugamya Bharat Mission” or ‘Accessible
India Campaign’ of Government of India. The guidelines include provisions of facilities for Divyangjans
and passengers with reduced mobility such as entrance ramps, accessible parking, low height ticket
counters/help booths, toilets, drinking water booths, subways/foot over bridges with ramps/lifts, standard

signages including Braille signages and tactile pathways for visual impairment, etc.’

An overview of the categories as part of guidelines on accessibility of Indian railway stations and

facilities at stations for differently abled persons (Divyangjan) and passengers with reduced mobility-

INFORMATION SYSTEM ACCESSIBILITY
Web Page / Websites of Railway/ IRCTC, 2. Mobile

App, Public Announcement System, Signages,
Information in Coach

-

STATION ACCESSIBILITY
Accessible Route , Entrance Ramps, Parking, Ticket
Counter, Help Booths

L/

PLATFORM ACCESSIBILITY

Platform Zoning & Design, Toilet, Drinking Water
Booth, Foot Over Bridge, Subway, Lifts, Lighting

TRAIN COACH ACCESSIBILITY

Train Coach and Platform interface, Coach
Exteriors, Coach Interiors and Seating, Coach
Amenities

NEZANI

MONITORING & FEEDBACK MECHANISM
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5 https://sansad.in/getFile/loksabhaquestions/annex/183/AU3833 Xdi9DU.pdf?source=pgals
6 https://cdnbbsr.s3waas.gov.in/s3e58aea67b01fa747687f038dfde066f6/uploads/2024/03/20240319927986249.pdf
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Conclusion

The Amrit Bharat Station Scheme marks a major step towards transforming India’s railway infrastructure
to meet the needs of a growing and modern nation. By focusing on passenger comfort, local culture,
sustainability and better connectivity, the scheme is redefining what a railway station can be. No longer
just places to catch a train, these stations are becoming clean, accessible, and vibrant spaces that reflect
the spirit of their cities. The scheme reflects the government’s strong commitment to inclusive and future-

ready development. The Indian Railways is not just moving people; it is moving forward with a vision.
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