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Milestones of
Women in Indian Science

Savitribal Jyotiba Phule
First female teacher of
India who founded the 1848
first girls’ school
Lady Abala Bose
1881 First Indian woman to
study medicine at Madras
University
Chandramukhi Basu &
Kadambini Ganguly
Calcutta University produces the first 1883
two women graduates in india Pl
Kadambini Ganguly i Anandibai Gopalrao | Ramabai Ranade
1886 || 'ndias first female doctor & : Joshi | Set up first girls'
practitioner of westem medicine | First Indian female | high school in Pune
in the whole of South Asia i doctor of western :
— i medicine H
Chandramukhi Basu | Rupa Bal Furdoonji
First female head of an | World's first female | 1298
undergraduate academic ! anesthetist
establishment in the |
South Asia | Rukhmabal Raut
The second woman to
1894 both receive a medical
degree and practice medicine
Sarala Devi Chaudhurani
Established first women's
organization Bharat Stree Mahamandal
for promoting female education
Jagadish Chandra Bose &
Basu Bigyan Mandir (Bose
Institute) established
Begum Rokeya Sultana

Pioneer In Women's
Educational Rights in India

1926

1938

Iravati Karve |  Kamala Sohonie
First Indian female E First Indian woman
Anthropologist  to receive a PhD in a

E scientific discipline

1943

Asima Chatterjee

First woman to be awarded a

Doctor of Science by an Indian

Mary Poonen Lukose
First female Surgeon
General in India

1939

Ayyalasomayajula Lalitha
India’s first woman
engineer

—e

1944

University = Calcutta University



Bibha Chowdhary
First woman High Energy

Anna Mani
First woman joined

1948

Physicist of India and first the Meteorological

woman scientist at TIFR i department in Pune
Hansa Mehta
1 9 49 First women Vice
-Chancellor of Baroda
University
Edavaleth Kakkat Janaki E Rajeshwari Chatterjee
_Ammal | gyilt the first microwave 1952
The first Director of | research laboratory of India
the Central Botanical E at lISc Bangalore
Laboratory at Allahabad  + sl Ranad
1960 Established India's first tissue
culture research laboratory at the
Indian Cancer Research Centre in Mumbai
Satyavati M Sirsat | Asima Chatterjee
Founder and ! First female recipient of a 1961
President of the } Shanti Swarup BhatnagarPrize
Electron Microscope E in Chemical Science Category
society of India | " | Hiriyakkanavar lla
First woman to receive the
1 9 68 PhD from Indian Institute
of Technology (I, Kanpur
Archana Sharma
First female received the Shanti

Swarup Bhatnagar Prize in
the Biological Sciences category

1977

First Indian scientist to have
received the Padma Shri Award

Kiran Mazumdar Shaw
First Woman Science | 1978
Entrepreneur
E Debala Mitra
1981 First indian woman Physicist ¢ First woman Director
Fellow of Indian National Science | -General of the
Academy(INSA) E Archaeological Survey of
IndiraNath |  SudiptaSengupta | ' India
First woman Immunologist ! & Aditi Pant
to receive the Shanti Swaroop 1 First Indian women to 1983
Bhatnagar Award in the Medical E visit the Antarctica
]
Sciences category sudipta Sengupta
1 9 91 First woman Geologist to receive
the Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar Award
in the Earth Sciences category
GV Satyavati
First woman Director | ‘1994
General of ICMR




Manju Sharma
First Woman Secretary of 1995
Department of Biotechnology
Ketayun Ardeshir Dinshaw
2 0 01 Padma shri for contribution
in evolution of cancer treatment
and radiation therapy

Archana Bhattacharyya
First woman Director

of Indian Institute of 2 0 0 5

Geomagnetism, DST

Sujatha Ramadori

2006 First Indian Mathematician
to win the prestigious ICTP

Ramanujan Prize

Renu Sswaroop | Tessy Thomas
Establishment of India’s | First woman scientist 2011
largest microbial resource | to head a missile
centre, Microbial Culture E project in India
Collection ¢ sanghamitra Bandopadhyay
e Taa = First woman Computer Scientist
A & Director of the Indian Statistical
Institute
Soumya Swaminathan

First Indian to become WHO's
Deputy Director General, and also 2017
its first chief scicntigt {

Aditi Sen De

2018 First female physicist
awarded the Shanti

Swarup Bhatnagar Prize

Gagandeep Kang ! Neena Gupta
First Indian woman | Youngest person to
to be elected asa | ever receive the Shanti
Fellow of the Royal i Swarup Bhatnagar Prize
Soclety at the age of 35

GC Anupama

First woman President
of the Astronomical 201 9
Society of India (ASh

Chandrima Saha

First woman president
of the Indian National
Science Academy (INSA

Jyotirmayee Dash
2 0 2 0 Youngest woman scientist to
receive Shanti Swarop Bhatnagar
Award in Chemical Sciences
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gerdl ¢ & forw Agcaqul sed 3orv &l e 3k glaif@dr e @Eoad) a
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Anandibai
Gopalrao Joshi
(1865-1887)

First Indian female to
study and graduate
with a degree in

western medicine

from the United States

(1886). She is believed

to be the first woman
to set foot on American pION EERS

soil from India




Kadambini Ganguly
(1861-1923) !
The first Indian woman
to get admission to y -
Calcutta Medical . & 7o
College (1884), K -
becomes India's 1

first female doctor & —
practitioner (1886) of =

western medicine in

the whole South Asia

Edavaleth Kakkat
Janaki Ammal
(1897-1984)

Renowned botanist &
plant cytologist, made
significant contributions
to genetics, evolution,
phytogeography and
ethnobotany. First
Director of the Central
Botanical Laboratory at
Allahabad, 1952

travati Karve
(1905-1970)

First Indian female
anthropologist.
She founded the
Department of
Anthropology at the
University of Pune
in 1963. She also
held the post of the
Vice-Chancellor of
SNDT University

(1922-2010)

Woman Engineer who
pioneered research in
microwave engineering.
She is the first woman
engineer at lISc who
joined the Department of
Electrical Communication
Engineering (ECE)

As

ima Chatteriee

LiJ1 »
The first woman to

be awarded a Doctor
of Science by an
Indian University
(Calcutta) in 1944, She
was the first woman
to be elected as the
General President of
the Indian Science
Congress

Mary Poonen
Lukose

1886-1976)

The first female
Surgeon General in
India, (1938). She
became the first
woman obstetrician
of India

Kamala Sohonie
(1911-1998)

First Indian woman
toreceiveaPhDina
scientific discipline, She
discovered the enzyme
‘Cytochrome C' which
plays an essential role

in the electron transport
chain occurring in plants,

human and animal cells
for energy synthesis ‘

Debala Mitra
1925-2003)
First Indian
archaeologist
served as Director
General of the
Archaeological
Survey of India, 1981.
~. She explored and
. excavated several
_ Buddhist sites

Anna Mani 4,';
(1918-2001) L
First woman to join =
the Meteorological &
department in Puness
1948. Her major -
contributions are
in the field of solar”
radiation, ozone 8
and wind energy
instrumentation %
¢ Purnima Sinha
(1927-2015)
An Indian physicist
¢ who received a
& doctorate in physics
i under the guidance
of Prof Satyendra
B Nath Bose. She did
& tremendous work
E  inthe helcof x-ray
E crystalfography of
clay minerals




Kamal Ranadive Bibha Chowdhary
(1917-2001) (1913-1991)
Established India’s first First woman high
tissue culture research j § energy physicist of
laboratory at the Indian : India and the first
Cancer Research Centre - woman scientist

in Mumbai, 1960. She was PRGN at the TIFR (1948).
among the first to recognise P%* The International

the connection between Astronomical Union
cancer susceptibility and ¥ honored her by naming
the interaction between / ' a white yellow dwarf
hormones and tumour virus ) star after her name
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https://www.un.org/en/observances/women-and-girls-in-science-day

https://www.indiascienceandtechnology.gov.in/sites/all/themes/vigyan/images/\Women's Scie
ntist Brochure Low Res.pdf

https://dst.gov.in/scientific-programmes/wise-kiran

https://www.unesco.org/en/days/women-girls-science
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