Research Unit

Press Information Bureau

i
I l
Government of India

Empowering Youth for a Developed India:Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue

(Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports)

November 21, 2024

“l and you, we should all encourage people for a Viksit Bharat. We should motivate especially young minds to realize this
dream.”

~ Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
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Viksit Bharat @2047: A Vision for India's Future®

The Viksit Bharat @2047 initiative envisions India as a developed nation by the centenary of its independence
in 2047. This transformative roadmap emphasizes inclusive development, sustainable progress, and effective

governance. At its heart lies the active participation of India’s youth, regarded as the key drivers of this change.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi underscored their role, stating, “Youth power is both the agent of change and
also the beneficiaries of change”. Through platforms like the Voice of Youth, the initiative seeks to channel the
creativity, energy, and ideas of the younger generation, aligning their aspirations with the nation’s
development goals and fostering a future of innovation, progress, and self-reliance.An important

announcement has been made to turn the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 into a reality.

A Transformative Dialogue for the Nation's Future

On November 18, 2024, Shri Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports, announced the
reimagined National Youth Festival 2025, now called the Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue. Aligned with
the Prime Minister's vision for greater youth involvement in shaping India’s future, the initiative aims to
identify and nurture young talent by offering a platform to share their ideas for a Viksit Bharat. This national

event will take place at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi, on January 11-12, 2025.

The dialogue will focus on two key objectives: First, to bring new youth leaders in politics, responding to the
Hon’ble Prime Minister’s call during his Independence Day address to engage 1 lakh youth with non-political
background in these spheres. The National Youth Festival is designed to identify and nurture young talent with
leadership potential, providing them a platform to share their ideas and vision for a Viksit Bharat directly

before the Hon’ble Prime Minister.

Second, to ensure the meaningful contribution of youth towards a Viksit Bharat through a transparent and
democratic, merit-based selection system. This initiative underscores government’s commitment to

empowering the next generation to drive India’s progress and development.
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Uniting Youth for Viksit Bharat

The Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue
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together a dynamic group of young leaders
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Viksit Bharat Challenge: A Four-Stage Competition

As part of the Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue, the reimagined National Youth Festival includes the
exciting Viksit Bharat Challenge—a four-stage competition aimed at inspiring youth to actively engage in
shaping India’s future:

> Round 1: Viksit Bharat Quiz

An individual (aged 15-29) will participate in digital quiz hosted on the Mera Yuva Bharat (MY Bharat)

platform between 25" November 2024 and 5" December 2024, testing participants’ knowledge and
awareness of India’s landmark achievements.

» Round 2: Essay/Blog Writing
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Winners from the previous round will submit essays on about 10 identified themes such as 'Tech for Viksit
Bharat', 'Empowering Youth for Viksit Bharat’, among others, showcasing their ideas for national development.
This competition will also be hosted on MY Bharat platform.
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> Round 3: Viksit Bharat Vision Pitc
Deck — State-Level Presentations

Participants qualifying the Round 2 will
present their ideas on their chosen themep
at the state level. Through thesg
presentations, each state will form various
teams on identified themes by hosting
competitions to select participants for thg
national level.
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Various theme-based State-level teams wifl
compete at the National Youth Festival o
11" — 12" January 2025, and the winning
teams will present their vision and ideas fdr
Viksit Bharat to the Prime Minister of Indiz
Shri Narendra Modi.

Transforming Vision into Action

The Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue — National Youth Festival 2025 will bring together youth, thought
leaders, and decision-makers for a dynamic exchange of ideas, aimed at empowering young Indians to
contribute to the vision of a developed India. Key highlights include the Viksit Bharat Exhibition, which will
feature youth-centric initiatives from States/UTs and Central Ministries; Plenary Sessions with national and
global icons engaging in interactive dialogues with the youth; and a Celebration of India’s Heritage, through
cultural programs that highlight the vibrancy of India's traditions alongside its progress.Let’s take a look at

other initiatives that have marked significant milestones in youth development.

National Youth Festival: A Celebration of Youth Empowerment’
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%200f%20Swami%20Vivekananda.
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The National Youth Festival, now reimagined as the Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue, is an annual event
celebrating the birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda. It brings together young people from across the

country to showcase their culturg
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cultural program, themed ‘Viks

dwara’, featured performances il
rhythmic gymnastics, Mallakham
Yogasana, and the National YoutE
Festival song. Every year since 1985, the Government of India observes January 12 as National Youth Day, with
the week commencing from this day being celebrated as National Youth Week, further emphasizing the role of

youth in shaping the nation's future.’
Mera YUVA BHARAT (MY BHARAT) INITIATIVE®

The Mera Yuva Bharat (MY Bharat) initiative, established as an autonomous body following the Prime

Minister’s cabinet decision on October 11, 2023, aims to be a transformative, technology-driven platform for
youth development. Its core mission is to provide equal opportunities for empowering the youth to achieve
their aspirations and actively contribute to building a Viksit Bharat (Developed India). The initiative will focus
on youth-led development across all levels of government, facilitating progress and innovation through

strategic collaborations and inclusive efforts.

*https://pib.gov.in/PressNoteDetails.aspx?Noteld=151775&Moduleld=3&reg=3&lang=1
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Mera Yuva Bharat]

Empowering Youth for Viksit Bharat

National Youth Policy-2014°

The National Youth Policy (NYP) 2014 envisions empowering the youth to reach their full potential, enabling
India to take its rightful place on the global stage. The policy outlines five key objectives and identifies 11
priority areas, including education, skill development, employment, entrepreneurship, health and wellness,

sports, social values, community engagement, political participation, youth inclusion, and social justice.

Building on the foundation of NYP-2014, the Government has reviewed and drafted a new version of the
National Youth Policy, now available for public feedback. This updated draft presents a ten-year roadmap for
youth development, aiming to achieve India’s youth potential by 2030. Aligned with the United Nations'
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the new policy is designed to unlock the transformative power of

youth to propel India’s progress.
Celebrating India’s Youth®

India offers various initiatives to empower its youth and actively involve them in shaping the nation's future.
These programs foster leadership, creativity, and civic engagement, ensuring that young voices are integral to
India’s growth and development.

+ National Youth Awards: The National Youth Awards are presented annually to young individuals and
NGOs for outstanding contributions to nation-building and community service. Individual awardees
receive a cash prize of Rs. 40,000, a medal, and a certificate of honor. Voluntary youth organizations are

awarded a certificate, medal, and Rs. 2,00,000.
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4 National Youth Parliament Festival: Launched in 2019, this festival encourages youth (18-25 years) to
engage in political dialogue. It takes place at district, state, and national levels, with top speakers

awarded cash prizes and certificates.
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Conclusion

The transformation of the National Youth Festival into the Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue represents a
meaningful step towards empowering India’s youth to play an active role in the nation’s development. By
fostering engagement in political discussions, encouraging merit-based participation, and offering a platform
for innovation and leadership, this initiative aligns with the Prime Minister's vision of a developed India.
Through activities like the Viksit Bharat Challenge, it provides young minds an opportunity to share their ideas

and present their visions on a national stage, making it a key contributor to shaping the country’s future.
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