ADDRESS BY THE HON’BLE PRESIDENT OF INDIA
SMT DROUPADI MURMU
ON THE OCCASION OF HUMAN RIGHTS DAY

New Delhi, December 10, 2024

| am happy to be here with you all on the occasion of Human Rights Day
— a day of profound significance for humanity. On this occasion, | extend
my heartfelt appreciation to the fellow citizens whose belief in equality,
justice, liberty and fraternity is the cornerstone of our democratic ethos.

It is a day to remember the institutions that strive to protect and promote
the rights of the most vulnerable sections of society. The National Human
Rights Commission, the State Human Rights Commissions, various other
Commissions, the judiciary, and other key stakeholders have worked
tirelessly to be the voice of the voiceless. | compliment them for their
steadfast commitment and untiring work towards ensuring human rights
for all.

Today, as we reflect on the ideals enshrined in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights adopted on this day in 1948, we reaffirm our collective
resolve to contribute to building a world where justice and human dignity
are the bedrock of society. India today stands as a shining example where
great initiatives are being taken by the government for poverty alleviation,
eradication of hunger by providing free food to underprivileged and
offering equal opportunities to youth to realise their dreams. India, with its
civilisational heritage spanning over 5,000 years, has long upheld values
of empathy, compassion, and the inter-connectedness of individuals
within a harmonious community.
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Based on these values, institutions such as the NHRC and SHRCs along
with civil society, human rights defenders, special rapporteurs and special
monitors, have been working to ensure the protection of human rights for
all. I commend the proactive role played by the NHRC in addressing
violations, raising awareness and recommending policy changes to
uphold the rights of the marginalised. It also gives me immense pleasure
to receive the first copies of three significant publications: Nayi Dishayein,
the NHRC English Journal, and a compendium of its Advisories. These
publications reflect the Commission’s dedication to advancing human
rights discourse and fostering greater awareness.

S 3R oo,

ARG 300 T ARG & AR 3R Toeifae 3IReR gatkd
A & TeaT § ThoUdg &l U H T aTel A IAd, FATS & T
It & AT gRT Tad 3R [Aouey #Ades gAafd Ha H 5@ gideagdn
o1 fdfda 21

WHR T & fow JaE, T UgeTd, ded] Taoodl, e, J@e
I 3R O qantt @ dax Tareg-aar 3R e dF w5 aefoie-
e 3R Tiepias 3RAERT & TR o ¢ &1 g Seorwag ¢
giAATEr MaRIRATI & YaTT Bl FAGRT & FT A @ ST & 37
TS AT T Th Bl el & ‘Taes ARG AT, St Tawodr &t
Teh giaadl HfUBR & §T A q@ar ¥l 36 d¥, 19 Fqde @I, fou
Ao Gad W, HRA & Ueh A AYE FhAT ‘TART AT FANT
HFATT' | TE A 371 FAH & T & 560 AFAA F Faoadr 3R
AAAITIRRT & @ & I W AR A1 7131 &1 39 A # 38 a1
W o T g fob giard tarerat de ugd fAerar, gram 3R Ty
& fou, @rae Aftensit 3R a=frdt & fow, Agcagot &
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sHh 3omar, fecamrea fQer AfAfagsd 2016; FERAe T@e
caurer fafagd, 2017; 3R st Ofh (IfAPRT &1 TI&T0T)
yfRafagA, 2019 I YA Fled, HASIRK GHGT BT TADH T
AR 3e¢ HFAA &1 S Sl H HeTH Tl & AR TTHDIUT Dl GATd
¢l # LGBTQ W & HcEdl, P8 W § usifad egfhal, R,
diFenfaral IR & & Her e arel dfed Bic 3R AAS FAIR FHg
& Heg1oT Bl AT A & AT NHRC §RT 381U 7T Gk 3urii &r
T TRTEAT T =g

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As we progress into the future, we are confronted with emerging
challenges. Cybercrimes and climate change are new threats to human
rights. The digital era, while transformative, has brought with it complex
iIssues such as cyberbullying, deepfake, privacy concerns, and the spread
of misinformation. These challenges underscore the importance of
fostering a safe, secure, and equitable digital environment that protects
the rights and dignity of every individual. The Information Technology Act
(IT Act) of 2000, the IT Rules, 2021, and the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, 2023, address the challenges of privacy in the digital age,
balancing technological advancement with individual rights.

Artificial Intelligence has now entered our day-to-day life, solving many
problems and creating several new ones too. The human rights discourse
so far has been centred on the human agency, that is, the violator is
assumed to be a human being, who would have a range of human
emotions such as compassion and guilt. With Al, however, the culprit
could be a non-human but intelligent agent. | leave the matter for you to
ponder upon.

The case of climate change too forces us to review the human rights
thinking at the global level. Polluters of a different place and a different
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era are affecting the lives of people in another place and another period.
India, as the voice of Global South, has rightly taken up the leadership in
climate action. The government’s initiatives, such as the 2022 Energy
Conservation (Amendment) Bill, the Green Credit Initiative, and the
Lifestyle for Environment, or LIFE, Movement, are clear demonstrations
of India’s commitment to building a clean and green planet for future
generations.

sfaan 3R oo,

a¥ 2022 deh ARA H I HT FATEAT AT 15 Hs A 3R ay
2050 Tch SHP 35 S b UGl T A &| g w9l & e
ol T 3% HIFHA A aldl Hgcaqul JAdAl BT FATU Aehrerar
IfRT, ToIHd IUIEHIqul Fareed qdr, o geet, geem iR arerfes
TATIAT T Ugd AT &1 Jg T80 & fob &7 0 Afqar samw AR
BGH 3BT S 3l IANAT P JaAT W@ 3R AP Bearor gAafRa
T, B¢ TR TATS & HeIdd Feedi & ® F qof Sfiaa s & fow
AP TV

glel &b aul #H, AARD Ty, [V AR ==l 3R Fansit & fou
Ueh Hecdqul LN a1 T §| 3 Ig Sidey Gl g5 fh NHRC o gd
e T TIRAT B TeArer §1 H g RaIuRDr @ e HAr g 5
AR Tedl 3R a3t Y gdIfdd i dlel dod @l HHA A & fow
U U E B gect AT gl e ahd & AR @
W Ufdgel UHT o 3Tel, 3H o B AT Bl BT AEE H 39T
3R AUR ST & 3O ool & Al gl Sid 871 & v 3nfde Alser
3T ¥, 7 e AR war ok fh Tei cafehal, @rae srpRiEa
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&7 & AN BT FHeAOT, TANY WATAGPAT ot | & TN B AR
A @ 5 et off ol Bl gT XA, TTEDAT YaT i 3R TWRAHAG
AT P FERIAT R T QM H P HiaT el

3 ATAUBR Gad W, @Rl & Hedor & o HUHr e TidagdT,
AT 3R Fqar & faw F 3mw F@f o qurd & g1 IS wH A,
FATAAT 3R TIRAT & et & ufa U dFfed ufdagdr o Adiiigpd
Y S AR MY B URHYAT A B 309 ToHT A AAAT T Q1o
Ig giAfRig ot arfee 6 g off s 9 @l v a1y, faiar w3
AR Tholedl & AIH W, §A Th 0 #fasy &1 AT R Fhd ®
Sad &/ I, 34, ggfd ar aRfefa & ™ar fee fdan, e,
T 3R QOIT &1 i S & forw aere &

Thank you,
Jai Hind!

Jai Bharat!
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