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World Lion Day was initiated by Big Cat Rescue, the world’s largest accredited sanctuary
dedicated to big cats. Celebrated on August 10th, it is a day for people to come together from across
the globe to pay tribute to the mighty lion! World Lion Day is an occasion to celebrate the majestic
lions that captivate our hearts with their strength and magnificence.

@
WORLD LIOMN DAY

Celebrating the King of the Jungle
August 10
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The Essence of World Lion Day

World Lion Day was established to bring global attention to the declining number of lions and the
urgent need for their conservation. While lions captivate us with their strength and magnificence,
their population has been dwindling due to various threats such as habitat loss, human-wildlife
conflict, and poaching. This day serves as a powerful reminder of the critical role lions play in our

ecosystem and the necessity of protecting them for future generations.

The Importance of Saving Lions

Lions are apex predators, playing a vital role in maintaining the ecological balance. By controlling
the populations of herbivores, they ensure the health and regeneration of forests and grasslands. This
balance is crucial for biodiversity, as it helps protect various species and their habitats. Additionally,
lions help prevent the spread of diseases within prey populations by targeting the weakest members,

thus promoting a healthier ecosystem.

In India, the conservation of lions holds significant cultural and ecological importance. The lion is
an integral part of India’s national emblem, symbolizing strength and power. This emblem appears
on all Indian currency and official documents, underscoring the lion's significance in Indian heritage.
India is home to the Asiatic lion, found only in the Gir Forest. Conservation efforts in this region
have seen the lion population grow from around 523 in 2015 to approximately 674 in 2020, a

testament to the success of dedicated protection measures.




) [ FUN FACTS L

Lions live in large groups called prides.

Male lions can weigh over 500 pounds and grow up to eight feet in
length.

Known as the “King of the Jungle,” lions live in grasslands and
plains, not jungles.

Female lions and their sisters live together for life, while males stay

with the pride until they reach maturity.

A lion’s roar can be heard from up to five miles away.
Lions spend about 20 hours a day resting or sleeping.
Male lions patrol their territories regularly.

Lions prefer to hunt at night, making it easier to catch prey.

The Road to Conservation: Project Lion

Announced on August 15, 2020, 'Project Lion" is a pivotal initiative aimed at securing the future
of Asiatic lions through comprehensive, long-term conservation efforts. This ambitious project
focuses on creating a sustainable environment where lions can thrive, thereby contributing to the
overall health of their ecosystems. Key components of the initiative include habitat improvement,
monitoring through advanced technologies like radio-collaring and camera traps, and addressing

human-wildlife conflict.

The Gujarat Forest Department plays a crucial role in these conservation efforts. Regular
population censuses are conducted to monitor lion numbers and health. Additionally, measures such
as fire management, flood preparedness, and continuous wildlife monitoring ensure that lions

have safe habitats and that any emergencies are promptly addressed.

A Global Effort: The International Big Cats Alliance
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Launched in April 2023, the International Big Cats Alliance (IBCA) reinforces the global
commitment to conserving big cats, including lions. This alliance aims to foster international
cooperation among 97 range countries, facilitating the sharing of knowledge and resources to protect
these majestic animals. By working together, nations can enhance their conservation strategies and

ensure the survival of big cats in their natural habitats.

ASIATIC LION ¢ INDIAN LION
Panthera leo persica

Male: 150-250 kg
Female: 120-180 kg

LR EnE G RGEY Male: 1.7-2.5m
Female: 1.4-1.75 m

sl =g £150 18-26 Months
Typical Diet: |1\ OIS

WHESEL 16-18 Years

Advanced Technologies in Lion Conservation

Modern Information and Communication Technology (ICT) plays a significant role in the

conservation, protection, and development efforts of the Greater Gir Region. The use of advanced

ICT includes:

«» GPS-Based Tracking: For monitoring lions, vehicles, and ensuring efficient
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surveillance.

% Automated Sensor Grid: Utilizing magnetic sensors, movement sensors, and infra-red
heat sensors to detect and monitor wildlife activities.

+« Night Vision Capabilities: Enhancing the ability to monitor lions during nighttime.

% GIS-Based Real-Time Monitoring: Allowing for real-time analysis, report generation,

and effective management of conservation efforts.

LION POPULATION IN INDIR

Several other initiatives have further consolidated the conservation of Asiatic lions:

Greater Gir Concept: This concept involves developing additional suitable habitats for
lions beyond the traditional Gir National Park & Sanctuary. Sanctuaries like Girnar, Pania,
and Mitiyala have been notified to expand the protected area network.

Habitat Improvement Measures: Efforts include the establishment and maintenance of
additional water points to ensure that lions have access to essential resources.

Strengthened Protection Mechanisms: The creation of a Wildlife Crime Cell at the state
level and a Task Force for the Greater Gir Region (GGR) enhances protection against
poaching and other threats.

Safety Enhancements: Open wells are being covered with parapet walls to prevent the
accidental deaths of wild animals.

Intelligence Gathering: Improved intelligence systems aid in the proactive management of

conservation efforts.
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The Future of Lions

World Lion Day serves as a reminder of the majestic presence of lions and the urgent need to protect
them. Initiatives like 'Project Lion' and the IBCA are making significant strides toward ensuring a
secure future for lions. By raising awareness and fostering international cooperation, we can ensure

that these magnificent creatures remain a vital part of our world's biodiversity.

In conclusion, celebrating World Lion Day is not just about admiring the lion; it's about recognizing
our responsibility to protect them. As we join hands globally to support conservation efforts, we take
crucial steps toward preserving the natural balance and ensuring that future generations can witness

the splendor of lions in the wild.
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