HIA B SBIRHL ST TATBIR

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Awards

16 September 2023

VIGYAN BHAWAN, NEW DELHI




G ATSH B!

G, T 3TR AT Bt IS IBIHT, T3 feet

wild e STei] vesii-ama @ el 1 aw a A e § SRt W 1 1953 9 58 20 | st @ mae a1 st @i
I AitE e wu o afters e @) At A 3 Bea s B 9 S 8T SRR # | SRR I wEe S
ﬁwﬁrmﬁﬂﬂarﬂuaméﬁwmaﬁﬁgﬁﬁmﬁ#iw?mﬂmmﬂﬁaﬂﬁﬁﬁm?lfrsnzﬁ?}wwm#rhmﬁﬁn
Frerteor syt & wre se A [ ran & F 11 e 19e1 @ wis alenadt @ sy gae tftesn @ e silied R o
=il |t o) dollgn safaa ol e, 35 Mhtar e g, -1g el &) eifla e serdil) avoe: wield wasy, e avar @)
e T W 2 |

difta =med s AN o v ted saeal & R @ & Te-REn e & gue § aaetee e aig g ened
(SrospuerEin) aitw el ¥ o Heg | SOTETETE e W S YEsl i I W S g S 1954 % w17 ot afv
Eﬂmmﬂﬁﬁﬁwmﬂ*ﬁmmﬁ?mﬁ*ﬂﬁmwﬂﬁﬁﬂm— ST GTRT AT a9 1957 4 am e
4] U He® SHs 4 118 | §H 96 FUF hrw, @Um Jod b ueh e sl 8 o § | g6 e R € off uEl e e
1R A & S B GEEan aia @ (Al Rl oY UTSwenl s G At [l ol 8 |

TOW IR Al o AN, AAAT B S & O e 6

1. avel @ wifeal e T $iTa dfedran & s S ware- wre & forg gftum g, s |
2. 3 HAR ] @) deidl 49 & e e e |

3, AT HITE B I ST S An Fe e o el & e e dew, T |

A, TEITOTE S ST ST orda e @ (o7 Gy Weieae @, ST |

. T[T #11e ¥ w JE w01 @ w2 4 & Sy o o, aeiman )

w3 Sl 63 GeorHtd aETeT a9 e saren| & B R Aes e g G o & saan] © o g et

ST M & | AETGH FTE, T 3R TEE & R SeldiR 37 [AEr W) wei ¥ Far wed) £ 9 a4 2008 ﬂmtrc-mﬁt

ﬁmﬁamﬁ*ﬁummmvplgwmwmm o oft 571 wfey e fafie o3 7 e g we

il Tz amen & | stedy s sfisrarm & B sifen s it o, F‘Haﬂ?ﬂmﬂmmwmwmh“ﬁﬂ

gﬁ%ﬁ#ﬂaﬂﬂiﬁwraﬁ?mmﬁéﬁwmﬁmﬁﬁmmﬁfﬂﬂﬁ#mmﬁ#ﬂgﬁmﬂgﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁmw
|



(CZD)

Presentation of the

Sangeet Natak Akademi

Amrit Awards
by

Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar

Hon'ble Vice-President of India

16 September 2023 at 11.00 a.m.
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi

e

W =55 Sangeet
“Ald<h Natak
3THRTEHT Akademi

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF MUSIC, DANCE AND DRAMA
RABINDAA BHAVAN, FERDEE SHAH ROAD, MEW DELHI 110 021







MUSIC

Raghubir Mallik
Hindustan| Yocal Music (Bhiupad)

Dina Math Mishra
Findustan] Yocal Music

Chittaranjan Jtyotishi
Hindustan! Vocal Music

Vasant Rambhau Sheolikar
Hindustan| [nstrumental Music (Vieling

Kirar Sadashiv Deshpande
Himdustani Instrumental Music (Tabla)

Shankar Krishnail Abhayankar
Hindustan! Instrumental Music (Sitar)

Usrnan Abdul Karim Khan
Hindustomi Imstrismental Music (sitar}

Gopal Chandra Biswas
Hindustani Instrumental Music (Tabla)

Sushil Kumar Jain
Hindustand Instrumentsl Music (Tatiiz)

Minoti Khaund
Hindustani Instrumental Music (Violing

Bhim Sen Sharma
Hindustani Music (Viacal and [nstrumental)

Gowrl Kuppuswamy
Carnatic Vacal Music

Anasuya Kulkarni
Carnatic Yocal Music

Mangad K. Natesan
Carnatic Vocal Music

R. Ramani
Carnatic Instrumental Music (Vesmal
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Kolanka Laxman Rao
Carnatle instriimental Mushe (Mridangam)

Supparayan Chinnatharmbi
Carpatic Ipstrumental Muske (Magaswaram)

Mahabhashyam Chittaranjan

Other Major Traditians of Musle (Sugam Sanpest )

Yumnam Jatra Singh

Other Major Traditions of Music (Nata Sankirtana,

ManipLr]

Shri Panditharadhyula Satyanarayana

Other Major Traditions of Music (Harlkatha)
DANCE

Lalitha Srinfvasan
Bharatanatyam

Vilasini Devi Krishnapillai
Bharatanatyam

Thankamani Kutty
Bharatanatyam

Padma Sharma
Kathak
Pumima Pande
kathak

Susrnita Misra
limthak

Charan Girdhar Chand
lalhak

Girdhari Maharaj
it hake

Mahambkall Srimannarayana Murthy
Huehipuds

Smita Shastri

Kuchipudl

Kumkum Lal
Ddissi Dance

Gobinda Chandra Pal
Golipia of Orissa

Hari Bora Borbayan
Satbetym

Guru Prasad Ojah
Sateriya Ojapall

Hijam Tombi Singh
M L)

Sidheswar Das
Chihanl Dance (Mayurbihan))

Bhagwan Kumar Das
Chhau Dance (Purulia)

Kalamandalam Prabhakaran
Othier Major Traditions of Bance and Dance
Theatre (Ottanthullal, Kerals)

THEATRE
Sushil Kumar Singh
Playwiiting

Partap Sehgal
Playwriting

John Clare Fernandes
Playwriting

C.L. Jos
Flu‘gjffrmng

Basani Marreddy
Direction

Ramamurthy Sundaresan
Acting

Suman Kumar

Acting

Appunni Tharakan Nambiarath
Alled Theatre Arts (Make up - Krthakaly)

Hari Krishen Langoo
Ailed Theatre hrts {Theatrs Misic)



Subbayya Muthaiya Karai
Allled Theatre Arts [Thaatre Music)

Sartaj Marain Mathur
Theatre

Janak Harilal Dave
Theeatre (Gujarat)

Abburu Jayathirtha
TRADITIONAL/FOLK/TRIBAL
DANCE/MUSIC/THEATRE
AND PUPPETRY

Mikkong Eko

Tritsal Music (Ardnachal Pradesh)

Konpu Lee Kadu
Trikal Music (Arunachal Pradesh)

Dharmeswar Nath
Falk Dance (Byas Ojapall, Assam)

Makhan Chandra Borah
Fralle Musie anel Dance (Assam)

Bharat Singh Bharti
Folk Music (Bihar)

Dayabhai Nathabhal Nakum
Falk Music & Dance |Gujarat)

Mahabir Nayak
Folk Music (Jharkhand)

Mareppa Channadasar
Follk Arts (Karpatako)

Tsering Stanzin
Falk Music |Ladakh)

Aboosala Mayampokkada
Folk Music and Dance 1_LaksdeEf}p}

Heera Singh Borliya
Folk Music (Madhya Pradesh)

Chunnilal Ralkwar
Falk Musiz (Madhya Pradissh)
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Bhiklya Ladakya Dhinda
Folk and Tribal Music (Maharashira)

Harishchandra Prabhakar Borkar
Fulk Theatre « Tamasha (Maharashtri

Haorangbam Bishwaroop Singh
Thong Ta (Maniplr)

‘Gloucester Nongbet

Falk Music (Meghalaya)

Ananda Bag
Folk Music (Ddishal

Veerasamy Srinivasan
Puppetry (Puducheiry)

Dhodhe Khan
Folk Music. Aleaja {Hajasthan)

Hakim Khan
Flk Music (Rajasthon)

Yapchung Kazi
Folk Arts {Sikkim)

Ailaiah Eeraiah Oggari
Falk Music - Ogeu Katha (Telangana)

Bhalrab Datt Tewari
Falk Music and Dance (Uttarakhand)

Jagdish Dhaundiyal
Falk Musie (Uttarakband)

Narayan Singh Bisht
Folk Music (Uttarnkhand)

Salmon N.G.

Felk Music (Maripur)

OVERALL CONTRIBUTION/
SCHOLARSHIP IN
PERFORMING AERTS

Ganesh Prasad Sinha
Overall Contribution in the Performing Arts

Anant Mahapatra
Overall Contribution in the Berforming Arts

Bharat Ratna Bhargava
Overall Contribution in the Performing Arts

Jugal Kishore Petsali
Overall Contributlon In the Perfarming Arts

Venkata Ananda Kumara Rangarao
Overall Contribution i the Perfarming Ars

Prabhakar Bhanudas Mande
Scholarship in the Performing Arts

Bhagwatilal Rajpurohit
Seholarship in the Performing Arts
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RAGHUBIR MALLIK

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Hindustani Vocal Music (Dhrupad)

Born on 1 January 1934, Shri Raghubir Mallik hails from Gangdah
village n Darbhanga district of Bihar

He has a diploma in music and belongs to the Darbhanga gharana
of Dhrupad music.

Shri Raghubir Mallik receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to Dhrupad music,
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DINA NATH MISHRA

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Hindustani Vocal Music
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Born on 15 July 1943 in Haripur viltage of Azamgarh, Uttar
Pradesh, Shri Dina Nath Mishra has a Sangeet Praveen Vocal from
Prayag Sangeet Samity, Allahabad. He is a Top Grade artist of
the Akashvani and Doordarshan. He has received training in the
Benaras gharana of Hindustani music from Chandrawali Dewvi,
Rakhal Mishra and Chinmaya Lahiri. He has also learnt other
allied forms of art such as Khayal, Thumri, Dadra, Ghazal and
also Bhajan.

Shri Mishra has travelled extensively with ICCR performing in
England, Austria, Spain, Germany, Muscat, Bahrain, Doha, etc.
He has served as the President of the Taan Chakra Music Society
of Kolkata. He has also performed at the All India Tansen Music
Conference, West Bengal Rajya Sangeet Academy, Ragini Music
Conference, Sangeet Piyashi Music Conference, Sur Singar
Samsad in Mumbai, HCL Heritage Centre Programme in Delhi,
|CCR Thumrj Festival in Hew Delhi.

Shri Mishra has been honoured with the Girija Shankar Puruskar
{2014) from the West Bengal Government.

Shri Dina Math Mishra receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to Hindustani vocal music.
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CHITTARANJAN JYOTISHI

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Hindustani Vocal Music

Born on 4 February 1940 in Sagar in Madhya Pradesh, Shri
Chittaranjan Jyothishi has a Masters' degree in Music and also
a doctorate. He has been trained in the Gwalior Gharana in
Khayal, Dhrupad, Thumri and Bhajan. He has learnt under the
guidance of Shiv Prasad Tripathi (eminent Dhrupad and Bhajan
artist), Omkarnath Thakur and Balwant Rai Bhatt.

Shri Chittaranjan has been associated with the Faculty of
Perforrming Arts at the Banmaras Hindu University (BHU) at
Varanasi, where he has worked as Head, Department of vocal
music. He has also been the Dean of the Faculty of Performing
Arts, BHU. Heis "Top® grade artist of Akashvani and Doerdarshan.
He has been a member of the University Grants Commission in
New Belhi and has been a UGC nominee of vanous committees
of music and fine arts at the Delhi University and the Bhatkhande
Sangeet University in Lucknow. He has also been a member of
the Jumior and Senior Fellowship Committee of the HRD Ministry,
Government of India, New Delhi. He has been a member of the
Culture Ministry, Government of India, New Delhi. He is credited
with having brought out fine publications such as Roag Kalpadrum
ka Vishleshnatmak Adhyayan. He has delivered a number of
lecture-demonstrations all over India in different universities,
He is an eminent music composer and writes his compositions
under the pen name ‘Chittarang’. He is credited with having
composed the "Kulgeet' of Raja Mansingh Tomar Sangeet Evam
Kala Vishvavidyalaya, Gwalior

Shri Chittaranjan Jyethishi recejves the Sangeet Matak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to Hindustani yocal music.,
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VASANT RAMBHAU SHEOLIKAR

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Hindustani Instrumental Music (Vialin)

Shri Vasant Rambhau Sheolikar was born on 25 December 1931
in Rajnandgaon, now in Chhattisgarh. He studied upto the
Intermediate or +2 level. He started taking violin lessons at the
age of 16 under the guidance of his father. He also received the
guidance of Vishnu Krishna Joshi, the then Principal of Shriram
Sangeet Mahavidyalaya, Raipur. Vasant Rambhau Sheolikar
served the Government of Madhya Pradesh from where he
retired in the year 1990 while waorking as an Administrative
Dfficer in the lrrigation Department.

Shri Sheolikar has been an empanelled artist at Akashvani and
played for Akashvani Nagpur from 1960 to 1964, and later for
Akashvani Bhopal. He had accompanied Ram Marathe and
Vinayakrao Patwardhan in the 1960s. In the last 60 years, he
has trained hundreds of disciples. He has participated in major
music festivals across the country,

Shri Vasant Sheolikar has been honoured with the Shikhar
Samman in 2008 by the Madhya Pradesh Government.

Shri Vasant Rambhau Sheolikar receives the Sangeet Matak
Akademi Amrit Award for his contribution to Hindustand
instrumental music.
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KIRAN SADASHIV DESHPANDE

| Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Hindustani Instrumental Music (Tabla)
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Born on 28 June 1940 in Wadeaon, Vidarbha in Maharashtra, Shri
Kiran Sadashiv Deshpande trained in Tabla under the tutelage
of Shaikh Dawood Khan of Hyderabad, and in vecal music
under Sakharam B. Deshpande and Sadashiv B. Deshpande. He
is associated with the Delhi gharana, Farukhabad gharana and
Ajarada gharana. He has been associated with institutions such
as the Vivek Vardhini Sangeet Mahavidyalaya in Hyderabad, and
Bhatkhande Sanmgeet Mahavidyalaya in Jabaipur. His academic
qualifications include an M.A. n Vocal Music from Khairagarh
University; M A 10 English Literature from Jabalpur Umiversity
and a Sangeet Visharad in Vocal Music from the Akhil Bharatiya
Gandharva Mahavidyalaya Mandal, Miraj.

Shri Deshpande has served as a Tabla teacher and then as a
Lecturer in Bhatkhande Sangeet Mahavidyalaya in Jabalpur. He
was the Professor of Music in the Government MLB Autonomous
Girls College, Bhopal (1979 to 2002). He has been featured in
the programme series “Shaksiyat” of Rajya 5abha TV. He has
conducted and oreanized seminars in various Universities on the
confluence of classical and folk music and their inter-relevance.
He was a member of the Madhya Pradesh Kala Parishad and also
served as the Trust member of the Bharat Bhavan, Bhopal. He has
received the Junior and Senior Fetlowship from the Department
of Culture, Government of India.

Shri Deshpande has been conferred with the Shikhar Samman by
the Government of Madhya Pradesh.

Shri Kiran Sadashiv Deshpande receives the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Amrit Award for his contribution to Hindustami
instrumental music,
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SHANKAR KRISHNAJI ABHYANKAR

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Hindustani Instrumental Music (Sitar)
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Born on 19 May 1934 at Satara in Maharashtra, Shri Shankar
Krishinaji Abhyankar has an Alankar in vocal music and sitar from
the Gandharva Mahavidyalaya mandal. He has received training
in the Gwalior gharana of classical vocal music and fram Kumar
Gandharva in Bandishi and compesition, and from Ravi Shankar
in Sitar. He has also received training in vocal music from
Dandekar, Gajanan Joshi and Narayanarao Vyas, and in Sitar
from Shankarrao Vyas.

Shri Abhyankar has been asseciated with the Marayanrac Vyas
Gurukul and the Deodhar School of Music. Some of his prominent
students are Ashwini Bhide Deshpande, Arati Ankalikar, and
Sanjeev Abhyankar. He had held teaching positions in Svar
Sadhana Sangeet Vidyalaya, Vyas Sangeet VYidyalaya, and
SMDT University. He has been associated with the Gandharva
Mahavidyalaya.

Shri Shankar Krishnaji Abhyankar receives the Sangeet Matak
Akademi Amrit Award for his contribution to Hindustani
instrumental music.
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USMAN ABDUL KARIM KHAN

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Hindustani Instrumental Music (Sitar)

Born on £2 September 1940, Shri Usman Abdul Karim Khan lives
in Pune. He is a sixth-generation musician and third generation
classical Sitar player - grandson of Rehmat Khan of Dharwad
- one of the Mavratnas of the Maharaja of Mysore, and son of
Abdul Karim Khan, who initiated him into playing this instrument
at the age of & years. Usman Khan's fine blend of the “Gayaki
ang" and "Tantkari ang" makes him a deserving legatee of his
illustrious Tamily.

Shri Usman Khan was the Sitar player for the “24 hour Raag
session™ in Paris jn 1985, and in the same city has performed
for 9 hours with s all-pight concert jn 1988. He was the
only instrumentalist fram the East to give a full concert at
the “International Guitar Festival” in Marseilles in May 1984,
Indeed, he has featured in mast of the important music festivals
in India, Europe, the USA and Gulf countries, Malaysia, South
Korea, Japan and Australia. Usman Khan has been Head of the
Faculty of Music at the Karmnataka University. He has been passing
his unique heritage to disciples across the world since the 1960s
throwugh “Maad Mandir' in Pune. He has several audio cassettes
and CDs to his credit.

Shri Khan has been nominated as International Dean, Hindustani
Music of the Temple of Fine Arts in Malaysia which has also
conferred on him the title 'Sitar Nada Yogi'.

Shri Usman Abdul Karim Khan receives the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Amrit Award for bis contribution to Hindustani
instrumental music,
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GOPAL CHANDRA BISWAS

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Hindustani Instrumental Music (Tabla)

Born on 22 September 1945 in Ramnagar, Tripura, Shri Gopal
Chandra Biswas took his initial training from his father Ashwini
Kumar Biswas. He later received his training under the tutelage
of Sachhidananda Haldar, Munne Khan, Anil Bhattacharjee, and
Mripen Karmakar.

Shri Biswas graduated (B.A. ) from Calcutta University in the year
1968 and completed Visharad degree in Tabla from Bhatkhande
Sangeet Vidyapeeth (Lucknow) in 1965. He has successfully
passed the 5angeet Praveen Tabla Examination - M.Music from
Prayag Sangeet Samity of Allahabad. Shri Gopal Chandra Biswas
has performed as a soloist and accompanist at many prestigious
music festivals the world over. He taught at Sangeet Bitan, a
school :of music, before joining the Government Music College.
He has guided and imparted Tabla education to a number of
students.

Shri Gopal Chandra Biswas receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to Hindustani instrumental
music.
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SUSHIL KUMAR JAIN

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Hindustani [nstrumental Music (Tabla)
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Born on 10 September 1946 in Ropar (present Rupnagar) of
Punjaby, Shri Sushil Kumar Jain is a graduate in Arts and has
trained n tabla under the tutelage of Naurata Ram Mohan
{Punjab Gharana), Laxman Singh (Punjab Gharana), [gbal
Mohammad Khan (Punjab Gharana), and Banwari Lal Multani
iKirana Gharana). He has also trained in vocal music.

Shri Jain has been imparting training at some reputed centres
of music such as the Bhatkhande College of Music, Lucknaw. He
has also conducted workshop at Maharaja Sayajirac Unijversity
of Baroda. He s engaged in writing a book on the evolution of
the art of Tabla and Pakhawaj, both in Hindi and Sanskrit. A bank
employee by profession, Shri Sushil Jain has documented nearly
2000 compositions, both traditional as well as his own, many of
which touch upon rare aspects of Taal Vadya.

Shri Sushil Kumar Jain receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to Hindustani instrumental music.
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MINOTI KHAUND

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Hindustani Instrumental Music (Violin)

Borm on 26 December 1940 in Jorhat, Assam, Shrimati Minoti
Khaund is a veteran violinist from Assam who has been playing
the violin for mare than 60 years, promoting and teaching Indian
classical music in the North-east especially in upper and lower
Assam. A senior disciple of V.G. Jog, she has also trained under
Buddhadev Dasgupta, and A.T. Kanan.

An ICCR empanelled artist since 1990, she has enthralled the
audience in reputed programmes such as Amir Khan Music
Conference at Rabindra Sadan, Caleutta; India Intermational
Centre; National Gallery of Modern Art, Mumbai; Khayal
Trust, Mumbai; Sangeet Natak Akademi; ITC SRA concert
series in Mational Centre for the Performing Arts; Kala Ghoda
Festival, Mumbai; #nd at the Mehru Centre, London. She has
been associated with institutions such as the Aradhana Social
COrgamsation and Kanak Kali Sangeet Mahavidyalaya, She is a
panel examiner Tor music courses at the State College of Music
and Art, She wrtes for the music columns in journals and
NEWSPAPErs,

She has been bestowed with several honours such as the Shilpi
Award by the Government of Assam.

Shrimati Minoti Khaund recelves the Sangest MNatak Akadem
Amrit Award for her contribution to Hindustani fnstrumental
misic,
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BHIM SEN SHARMA

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award;
Hindustani Music (Vecal and Instrumental)

Born on 24 Decamber 1936 in Mukerian in Punjab, Shri Bhim Sen
Sharma has a Masters degree in music, vocal and instrumental
from Prayag Sangeet Samiti, Allahabad. He is trained in the
Kirana Gharana and has been trained under Amir Khan (vocal),
Vilayat Khan (5itar), Dilip Chandra Viedi and KCD Brihaspati.

Shri Sharma s a performing artist with Al India Radio in the vocal
section. He has performed at various national level conferences
- Sant Harivallabh Sangeet Sammelan, Jallandar; Holi Sangeet
festival, Amritsar; Sangeet Natak Akademi conference in
Chennai; Music Conference at Maurtius University; National
Conference of Music at All India Radio; festival of traditional
music of Punjab at the Punjabi Academy, Delhi. He has served
as the Guest Faculty of the Punjab Unijversity, Chandigarh, and
Associate Professor of Music in Himachal Pradesh University
He has also been the Head of the Department of Music at the
Gurunanak Dev University, Amritsar. He has been associated
with the Government College of Shimla, Dharamshala, Chamba,
Amritsar and Muktsar. He has conducted several lecture
demonstrations deliberating on the various ragas, vedic music,
musical compositions and Indian classical music in general.

Shri Bhim Sen Sharma receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to Hindustani music - vacal and
instrumental,
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GOWRI KUPPUSWAMY

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Carnatic Yocal Music

Born on 2 August 1931 in Pukukottai village of Tamil MNadu,
Shrimati Gowri Kuppuswamy had received training in vocal
music under G.N. Balasubramanium, M.L. Vasantha Kumar,
5. Kalyanaraman and R.K. Sreekantan. She has also trained in
Veena under 5. Ramanathan.

Shrimati Gowri Kuppuswamy was awarded PhD degree for her
thesis ‘A Comparative Study of the Scales of Karnatak and Western
Music' by Arizona University, USA in 1982, and was conferred
Honorary Doctorate by Karmataka 5tate Dr. Gangubai Hangal
University for Music and Performing Arts, Mysuru, on 7 March
2017. She has served as Professor and Head of the Department of
Music in the College of Fine Arts. Mysore University, Kamataka.
She has many reputed publications to her name, some of them
being Ragas of Tanjore, Music in Indian Art, Swati Tirunal’s
Compaositions, Orental Music in European Notation, and Index of
Songs of South Indian Music. She has also preduced a monograph
on Chaturdasa Ragamalika of Muthuswami Dikshitar. She has for
the past fifty years been a concert artist with the All India Radio
and other cultural organisations jn India and abroad. BBC has
made a full-length documentary on her waork in 1975,

Shrimati Gawri has been bestowed with many awards and
honours, such as the Nijaguna Purandara Award by the Karnataka
State fn 2019,

Shrimati Gowri Kuppuswamy was to receive the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Amrit Award in person for her cantribution to Carnatic
vocal music. To our deep regret, she passed away on 6 June
2023. The Award is bestowad on her posthumously,
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ANASUYA KULKARNI

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Carnatic Vocal Music

Bornoon 10 May 1936 at Mysore in Karnataka, Shrimati Anasuya
Kulkarni received her initial training in Carnatic vocal music
from R.R. Keshava Murthy. Later, she groomed her art under
the tutelage of Mysore T. Chowdiah and received traiming in
Hindustani vocal music from Mohammied Hussain Sarahang. She
has earned Doctorate in Music from Annamalai University. She
was a popular singer in her youth, and an ‘A’ grade artist of All
India Radia.

An expert in playing the “Angklung’— an Indonesian bamboo
instrument specially adopted for Carmnatic music by her, Shrimati
Anasuya has performed in innumerable prestigious concerts and
music festivals in India and abroad. She has also trained many
students to play this unigue instrument,

Shrimati Anasuya Kulkarni has given lecture demonstrations
at various organizations, published several books and articles,
conducted many workshops and seminars, and has documented
and worked for a number of national and international level
institutions in archival projects including Indian Fine Arts
Society (Singapore). She has taught in various music schools and
universities in various countries under Exchange Programmes.
She has a collection of mare than 300 different musical
instruments fram all over the world which she can play as well.

Shrimati Anasuya Kulkarmi has been honoured with many
prestigious titles and awards such as the Karnataka Kalashree
(1996-97),

Shrimiati Anasuya Kullkarmi receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for her contribution to Carnatic vocal music.
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MANGAD K. NATESAN

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Carnatic Vocal Music

Born on 13 September 1933 in Mangad, Kerala, Shri Mangad K.
Matesan took s training from his father G. Kumaran and from
PN. Lakshmikutty. Shri Natesan completed Ganabhooshanam in
1958 from Swati Tirunal College of Music at Thiruvananthapuram.

Endowed with a rich and powerful voice, Shri NHatesan became
a well-acclaimed performer who has trained many students.
Strict adherence to sampradaya, use of manodharma - which is
uncompromising in the essence of the raga, use of sarvalaghu
swaras, and rendition of kritis with sangatis as perfected by the
masters are his hallmarks. Shri Natesan has performed all over the
country in major festivals, sabhas, temples, radio and television.
His repertoire of the composition of Maharaja Swathi Thirunal
is vast and his efforts to propagate the Maharaja’s compositions
are noteworthy. He has been accompanied in his performances
by many of the stalwarts such as Chalakkudi Narayana Swami,
Thirupparkkadal Veeraraghavan, T.K.V. Ramanujacharyulu, C.R.
Mani |yer, B. Sasikumar, Guruvayoor Dorai, and Palakkad T.R.
Rajamani. He has performed in the Mational Programmes of All
India Radio and Doordarshan and at sangeet sammelans.

For his cantribution in the field of Carnatic music, Shri Mangad
K. Natesan has been hanoured with the Kerala Sangeetha Nataka
Academy Award (1989); Kerala Sangeetha Nataka Academy
Fellowship - Kalaratna (2014); Sangeetha Kala Acharya - Music
Academy, Chennal (2014); and Swathi Puraskaram by the
Government of Kerala (2015).

Shri Mangad K. Natesan recejves the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to Carnatic vocal music.
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RAMANI RANGAN

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Carnatic Instrumental Music (Veena)

Born on 10 September 1940 in Thanjavur in Tamil Madu, Shrimati
Ramani Rangan is a gold madallist, and also a first rank holder
in MA, Music from Madras University. She has been a ‘Top' Grade
Veena exponent with the All India Radio. She has trained under
the able guidance of Ramani Venkataraman both in Veesna and
vocal, Ranganayaki Rajagopalan in Veena, and R. Vedavalli for
vocal music. She has been following the Karaikudi Sambasiva
lyer Parampara and the Mudicondan C. Venkataraman Iyer
Parampara.

Her professional engagements have included being a staff artist
with the All India Radio, Madras. She was a Lecturer of Vocal Music
at Teachers' College of Music and The Music Academy, Chennai.
She has also been a music journalist with local newspapers and
magazines covering the annual Marghazi (Music seasan). She has
performed in the Mational Programme of Music in All India Radio
and also for Doordarshan, She has participated in Dr V. Raghavan's
Sanskrita Ranga dramas by playing Yeena for several years. She
has produced various knowledge imparting: programmes on the
‘Teaching of Music’, ‘Instrumenis of India’, ‘The role of the
accompanist in a concert’ and the ‘the old gurukula systems and
the present day schools for leaming music'. The programmes
had participation from varied senior artists to disentangle the
nuances of learning and dissemination and were moderated by
her. These programmes are often rebroadcast by All India Radio.

Shrimati Ramani Rangan receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award far her contribution to Carnatic instrumerital
music.,
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KOLANKA LAXMAN RAD

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Carnatic Instrumental Music (Mridangam)

Born on 12 December 1945, Shri Kolanka Laxman Rao is a
Mridangam artist, belonging to Kolanka Sampradayam, and is
from Pithapuram in Andhra Pradesh. Shri Laxman Rao has trained
under the well-known Mridangam artist Kolanka Venkata Rao
for 10 years (1957-1967), and also from Maharaja Government
College of Music and Dance (Vijayanagaram) and 5ri Tyagaraja
Government College of Music and Dance (Hyderabad), where he
also worked as Lecturer for 37 years.

Shri Laxman Rao has also been involved in the film Endaro
Mrudanganubhavulu, made by Laya Trust.

Shri Kolanka Laxman Raoc receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to Carnatic instrumental music.
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SUPPARAYAN CHINNATHAMBI

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Carnatic Instrumental Music
(Nagaswaram)

Bornon 14 April 1930 in Achalpuram, Tamil Madu, 5hri Supparayan
Chinnathambi received his early training in Magaswaram from
Shri Subramania’ Fillai and Shri Natarajasundaram Fillai. Later
he was trained by Shri S.EM. Thirunavukkarasu Pillai and Shri
Chidambaram Radhakrishna Pillai.

Shr Supparayan Chinnathambi has been rendering Nagaswaram
recitals from the year 1957, mainly in the temple festivals at the
holy temples in Chidambaram, Thirvvannamalai, Thiruchendhur,
Sankarankovil and also in the temples in Kerala and the sabhas at
Nagpur, New Delhi, and Sri Lanka.Shri Suppurayan Chinnathambi
is & regular artist of All India Radio, Tiruchi, and, the Asthana
Vidhwan of Kanchi Peetam. He is associated with the traditional
methodlogy of playing Nagaswaram in Shri Nataraj temple in
Chidambaram, and in Vaishnavite traditions.

For his contribution in the field of Nagaswaram, he has been
henoured with many prestigious titles and awards. These include
the Kalaimamani by Tamil Nadu lyal Isai Nataka Mandram (2019).

Shri Supparayan Chinnathambi receives the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Amrt Award for his contribution to Carnatic
instrumental music.
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MAHABHASHYAM CHITTARANJAN

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Other Major Traditions of Music (Sugam
Sangeet)

Born on 11 December 1939 in Machilipatnam, Andhra Pradesh,
Shri Mahabhashyam Chittaranjan hails from a musical family
and is'a popular Telugu hight music singer, music composer and
Iyricist. Trained in Carnatic music under M. Perin Devi, P. Subba
Rao, and Mangalampalli Balamurali Krishna, he has also studied
Hindustani classical music, western music, and Sugam Sangeet.

A child prodigy, Shri Mahabhashyam Chittaranjan started to sing
for Deccan Radio of Hyderabad at the age of & years in 1954.
In 1972, he joined the All India Radio as an ‘A’ Grade singer. He
has sung for many noted lyricists and composers. In 1998, he
was accredited as ‘Top Grade light music compaoser® by Prasar
Bharati. His knowledee of Carpatic, Hindustani and Westemn
music, allowed him to compose in, besides Telugu, Sanskrit,
Tamil, Kannada, Marathi and Urdu languages. His repertoire
includes light music, folk music, Rabindra Sangeet, devotional
music, ghazal, Yakshagana, dance and musical ballets, and he
has even composed Bhagavad Gita in 174 ragas in both Camatic
and Hindustani music. To date, Mahabhashyam Chittaranjan has
composed over 15,000 songs and sung aver 8000 songs.

Shri Mahabhashyam Chittaranjan is the recipient of several
awards and titles including the Kalarathna by the Andhra Pradesh
State Government fn 2008, and an honerary doctorate from the
Open Intemational University of Colombo, 5ri Lanka,

Shri Mahabhashyam Chittaranjan was to receive the Sangeet
Natak Akadem| Amrt Award In person for his contribution to
Sugam Sangeet. To our deep regret, he passed away on 21 July
2023. The Award is bestowed on him posthumously.
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YUMNAM JATRA SINGH

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Other Major Traditions of Music (Nata
Sankirtana)
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Born on 11 September 1923 in Tendongyan Awang Letkai in
Mampur, Shri Yumnam Jatra Singh 15 a Nata Sankirtana specialist
who received his Post Diploma in Nat Eshei from Jawaharlal
Mehruy Manipur Dance Academy (JMMDA) and received his
diploma in Cholom from JNMDA.

He has been visiting guru of the JNMDA and has been an Eshei
Hanba of Shree Gobindaji Pala Maha. He has participated in
various seminars and workshops.

He has received several honours and recognition like the Royal
Robe from the wife of Maharaja Budhachandra; and the Manipur
State Kala Akademi award conferred by Manipur State Kala
Akademi, Government of Manipur (2013).

Shri Yumnam Jatra Singh receives the Sangeet Matak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to Mata Sankirtana of Manmipur.
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PANDITHARADHYULA SATYANARAYANA

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Other Major Traditions of Music
(Harikatha)

Shiri Panditharadhyula Satyanarayana was born on 8 May 1938, and
hails from Mummidivaram, Andhra Pradesh. Shri Satyanarayana
trained in Burrakatha under Sheik Nazar and Harikatha under RK
Arjunadasu, and till date has passed on his learning Lo hundreds
of students, many of them for free.

A kathakar, Shri Satyanarayana has performed Harikatha and
Burrakatha at thousands of programmes across India and has
been felicitated by many individuals and organizations including
ex-chief ministers and other eminent persons.

Shri Panditharadhyula Satyanarayana receives the Sangeet
Natak Akademi Amrit Award for his contribution to the art of
Harikatha.
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LALITHA SRINIVASAN

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Bharatanatyam

Born on 24 August 1943 in Shivasamudra, Karnataka, Shrimati
Latitha Srimivasan took her initial training in Bharatanatyam under
HR Keshavamurthy; later she received her advanced tramning
under K. Vernkatalakshamma and Jejamma. In addition, she has
also tearned Music, Veena, painting, and interior designing. She
has MA and DLitt in History as her academic credentials.

Shrimati Lalitha Srinivasan js known for her mastery over
abhinaya and has received and passed on to her students several
rare and authentic compaositions of the Mysore school that were
performed in the erstwhile court of Mysoare. Shrimatj Lalitha has
performed all over the country and has also given innumerable
lecture-demonstrations at prestigious platforms and occasions.
She is a chorecgrapher par excellence and has to her credit
numerous dance ballets like Chitrangadha, 5 Krishna Parijatha,
Lasyotsava, Prem Bhakti Mukti, Koushika Sukritam, Gowdara
Malli, Deva Kannika, Nisha Vibhrama, etc., which have been
performed all over India and abroad. She is especially lauded for
her innovative warks like Anga Bhava, Kavya Nritya and Sulalitha
Mritya which is a revival of a '|5th-century dance form - the
Suladi; and Nisha Vibhrama. Her organization, Mupura School of
Bharatanatyam, founded in 1978, has been a flag bearer of the
Mysore style of Bharatanatyam.

Shrimati Latitha Srinivasan has received the Shiromani,
and Priyadarshini awards at the natiopal level; Karnataka
Kalatilaka by the Sangestha WNritya Academy, HKarnataka;
Kannada Rajyothsava award; and the Shantala Award from the
Government of Karnataka.

Shrimati Lalitha Srinivasan receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for her contribution to Bharatanatyam,
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VILASINI DEVI KRISHNAPILLAI

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award: Bharatanatyam

Bornon 25 August 1939 in Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala, Shrimati
Vilasini Devi Krishnapillai received traiming in the Kalakshetra
Bani of Bharatanatyam under the tutelage of Pazhaniswamy
of Tagore Academy, Jagadamal, Bharatham Subramama lyer,
Rukmini Devi, Sarada Hoffrman, Kamala Raniand MN.5. Jayalakshmy.
She has also trained in other aspects of Bharatanatyam. She
trained in Carnatic music under Vijayvaraghavan and Lakshmy
Mair at Government Women's College. She also received training
in Carnatic music at Kalakshetra under the stalwarts M.D.
Ramanathan, and Thuravur Rajagopal Sharma. She atso learnt
Mohlmmattam under Kalamandalam Kalyambkutty Amma for three
years.,

Shrimati Vilasini has chorecgraphed mini ballets for
Thiruvananthapuram [Doordarshan. She has also performed
in Kalakshetra programmes from 1960 to 1962 with co-artists
Dhananjayans, Janardhanan, Balagopal, Krishnaveni and
Savithry Krishnamoorthy. Interviews have been conducted by
Doordarshan, Asianet, Soorya and Vanitha (Manorama) on the
life and warks of Vitasini Devi.

She has been conferred with the award far dance by the Kerala
Sangeetha Nataka Akademi (1995).

Shrimati Vilasini Devi Krishnapillal receives the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Amrit Award for her contribution to Bharatanatyam.
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THANKAMANI KUTTY

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Bharatanatyam

Born on 4 September 1940 in Manjeri, Kerala, Shrimati
Thankamani Kutty has been tramed in the Thanjavur Gharana
of Bharatanatyam under the tutelage of Rajaratnam Pillai, and
Arunachalam Pillai, and Chinnammu Amma for Mohiniattam. She
has been associated with the Kerala Kalamandalam in Kerala. She
has also received training in other allied forms and Mridangam.

Shrimati Kutty was expert member of the Rajya Sangeet
Academy (West Bengal State Academy); expert member of
the Ministry of Culture, and Ministry of Human Resource
Development, Government of India; expert member of Prasar
Bharti, Govermment of India; and has been an expert member of
Rabindra Bharati University, West Bengal. She was instrumental
in opening six centres of Bharatanatyam in collaboration with
Mrittika Arts, UK, namely in Sheffield, Huddersfield, Leicester,
Birmingham, Coventry and London. She has also founded the
Kalamandalam Performing Arts and Research Centre at Golf
Gardens, Kolkata. She has authored Bhava, Rago, Tala, a book
on Bharatanatyam popular amongst students. Her life and work
has been documented in several documentaries produced by
various organisations such as Doordarshan Kendra, Kolkata.

She has been bestowed with several honours for her cantribution
ta Bharatanatyam such as the Kerala Sangeeta Nataka Academy
Award (2006), Bangabibhushan Award from the Government of
West Bengal, the Pravasi Award for Dance by the Government
of Kerala, Uday Shankar Puraskar from the Government of West
Bengal, and the Global Order of Dignitaries from the United
Nations.

Shrimati Thankamani Kutty receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for her contribution to Bharatanatyam,
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PADMA SHARMA

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Kathak

Born on 24 September 1938 in Lucknow (U.F.), Shrimati Padma
Sharma trained in Kathak in both the Lucknow and Jaipur
gharanas under the tutelage of Lacchu Maharaj, Mahan Rao
Kallanpurkar, Shambhu Maharaj, Birju Maharaj and Sundar
Prasad. She obtained her Nritya Nipun in Kathak from the
Bhatkhande Sangeet Mahavidyalalya in 1959, She also did a Vocal
Madhyvama from Bhatkhande Sangeet Mahavidyalaya under the
guidance of 5.M. Ratanjankar. She has a Bachelor of Arts degree
from Lucknow University.

Shrimati Sharma had been appointed as a teacher and
choreographer at the Lalit Kala Education Trust jn Mumbai. She
has also served as the head of the Department of Dance in the
Vallabh Sangeet Vidyalaya in Mumbai and is also the founder and
mentor of the Amara Nritya Kala Hansa Pvt. Ltd. She has served
as a member of the governing body of the Sur Singar Samsad.
She has served as the Director of the Indira Kathak Kendra; and
has been an advisory member for the Kathak syllabus of the
Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing, UK. She is also the
member of the Board of Studies of Dance for the Kavi Kulaguru
Kalidas Sanskrit University. She has authored several books such
as Kathak Varnmala. She has also assisted Lacchu Maharaj in
films like Teesri Kasam, Pokeeza, and also did chorecgraphy for
the Bharat Ek Khoj series directed by Shyam Benegal.

Shrimatl Padma Sharma receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for her contribution to Kathak dance.
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PURNIMA PANDE

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Kathak

Born on 23 July 1946 in Almora in Uttarakhand, Shrimati
Purnima Pande has a PhD in Kathak from Indira Kala Sangit
Vishwavidyalaya, Khairagarh; Nrtya Mipun in Kathak from
Bhatkhande Sangit Vidyapeeth, Lucknow; Sangit Visharad in
vocal music from Bhatkhande Sangit Vidyapeeth; and Sangit
Prabhakar in tabla from the Prayag Sangit Samiti in Allahabad.
She also has a Bachelars in Arts fram the University of Lucknow
and BEd from the same university. She has trained in Jaipur and
Lucknow gharana of Kathak under the mentorship of Gurus like
M.5. Kallianpurkar, J. Vikramsinghe, Lachoo Maharaj, and Birju
Maharaj.

Shrimati Pande has published books such as the Yugadrashta -
Kathakacharya and Pandit Mohan Rao Kallianpurkar. For her PhD
she submitted a thesis on 'A Comparative Study - Flamencao of
Spain and Kathak of India’. Doordarshan Kendra, Lucknow has
carmed out an extensive feature and documented her life and
wirk as a Kathak artist for their archive section. She has served
as Chairman, UL.P. Sangeet Matak Academy; Advisor, Bepartment
of Culture, Uttarakhand; Vice Chancellor, Indira Kala Sangeet
Vishwavidyalaya, Khairagarh; Vice Chancellor of Bhatkhande
Music Institute. Having directed and produced several dance-
dramas she founded ‘Abhpvyaktj- the Expression’, a society for
promotion and propagation of culture,

Shrimati Pande has been bestowed with the State Sangeet Natak
Academy Award fram the Government of Uttar Pradesh; and the
Universal Award for Significant Contribution to Society by the
American Biographical Institute, U.5.A.

Shrimati Purnima Pande recejves the 5angeet Natak Akademi
Amirit Award for her contribution to Kathak dance.
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SUSMITA MISRA

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Kathak

Born on 1 January 1936 in Jessore, Bangladesh, Shrimati Susmita
Misra received traiming in Kathak dance from vanous eminent
teachers like Prahlad Das, Rajen Bose, Manishankar, Brajabasi
Singh and R.5. Anandam. Later, she underwent vigorous training
in Jaipur gharana under the tutelage of Jailal.

Shrimati Susmita Misra has created a unigue style combining
perfection and beauty in Kathak dance with a unique mixture
of ‘Tandav’ and ‘Lasya’. Some of her great compesitions are,
‘Divachanda’, 'Kathak Mozaic’, 'Tatkar', 'Kathak Pankrama®,
“Weerpurush®, etc. She has been a Kathak instructor in various
institutes like the Tansen Music College, Malay Geetabithi,
Banj Sangeetalaya, Bani Bidyabithi, and Gourmallar. Presently,
she is a Kathak instructor at Jailal Academy of Music and also
takes regular Kathak workshops in London. She has also been an
examiner of Rabindra Bharati University, Delhi Kathak Kendra,
and West Bengal Rajya 5Sangeet Academy.

Shrimati Susmita Misra receives the Sangeet Matak Akademi
Amrit Award for her contribution to Kathak dance.
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CHARAN GIRDHAR CHAND

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Kathak

Shri Charan Girdhar Chand was born on 19 September 1947 in
Jaipur, Rajasthan, and received his initial trainming in Kathak
under his father Narayan Prasad of Jaipur Gharana. Later he
received his advanced training under Chiranji Lal and Mohan Lal.
He aiso learnt to play the Harmonwm, Tabla, Pakhawa), Naal
and other musical instruments, and also to sing. He obtained his
Masters degree (Gold medalist) in Kathak with distinction.

Shri Girdhar Chand has imparted training to many students and
has many chorecgraphic works and dance-drama shows to his
credit including Ghunghru, Rango Bhar Sham ki Holi, Amrapali,
and Bharat Darshan. He has also produced and presented 13
episodes of “Let"s Learn Kathak™ on Mauritius National TV, He has
conducted and attended workshops and lecture demonstrations
extensively at national and intermational forums to propagate
Kathak dance. He has served as an Executive Member of several
boards to provide valuable advice on the promotion of dance
including ICC {Guyana), IGCIC (Mauritius), Rajasthan Sangeet
Matak Akademi, Kathak Kendra (Jaipur), etc.

He has been conferred with many titles and awards, some of the
important ones being Singar Mani Award by Sur Singar Samsad
(1970); Academy Award by Rajasthan Sangeet Natak Academy
(1992); Lifetime Achievement Award by Harmony and Hearts,
Singapore (2017); Biju Patnaik International Peace Award (2022);
and Naatyam Maalika Bharata Kala Acharya Ratnam by Naatyam
Maalika, Singapore (2022),

Shri Charan Girdhar Chand recetves the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to Kathak dance.
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GIRDHARI MAHARAJ

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Kathak

Born on 25 March 1942, Shri Girdhari Maharaj has received his
initial training from his father Laxmi Narayan Maharaj and his
uncle Kanhivalal. He then further refined the practice of his art
under the Guru Shishya Parampara of Brabmanand Goswami.

Shri Girdhari Maharaj served as the Varishtha Nritya Guru at
the Rajasthan Sangeet Sansthan in Jaipur for 16 years, and at
the Jaipur Kathak Kendra for three years, and he still offers his
services to the University Maharani College in Jaipur. He has also
been running his own institute, Shri Laxmi Narayan Nrityashram
for aver two decades facilitating students to pursue specialized
study in the field of Kathak. He has worked with Rajeev Sethi
for his dance-drama ‘Agra Bazoar revisited' and ‘Jalsaghar:
Revisiting the Wautch'. He has choreographed dance-dramas
for Jaipur Kathak Kendra, He had performed in France for 45
days under the Bharat Darshan Programme. In 19923 Anane
Mnouchkine of Theatre du Soleil met him in Jaipur, and invited
him to take part in her show called ‘India, from father to son
and from mother to daughter’. Through the production he
showcased the rigour and joy through which the traditional arts
are taught in India. His group had participated in the Bharat
Mahotsay in Japan.

Shri Girdhari Maharaj has received the Excellency Award of the
Rajasthan Sangeet Matak Akademi.

Shri Girdhari Maharaj receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for hiz contribution to Kathak dance.
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MAHAMKALI SRIMANNARAYANA
MURTHY

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Kuchipudi
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Born on 1 January 1941 in Kuchipudi town of Andhra Pradesh,
Shri Mahamkali Srimannarayana Murthy started training in
Kuchipudi from a young age under the tutelage of Vedantham
Parvathusham, Chintha Krishna Morthy and Vempati Chinna
Sathyam. He has also learnt the Yakshagana form.

He has been associated with the institution Sri Sathyanarayana
Natya Nikethan Kuchipudi Dance, He has enacted some significant
characters and lent voice to them through his performance.

Shri Mahamkali Srimannarayana Murthy receives the Sangeet
Natak Akademi Amrit Award for his contribution to Kuchipudi
dance.
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SMITA SHASTRI

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Kuchipudi

Bornon 1 lanuary 1946 in Kolkata in West Bengal, Shrimati Smita
Shastri has trained in Kuchipudi under the tutelage of Chatuni
Panilkar, Kitappa Pillai, C.R. Acharyalu and K. Kalyanasundaram.
She has been training under the Tanjore bami of Bharatanatyam
and the Acharyalu bani in Kuchipudi. She has also taken training
in Kathakali for a brief period at the Darpana Academy of
Performing Arts and in classical music from Pradipta Ganguli.

Shrimati Smita Shastri has a B.A. in Economics and Statistics
and a M:A. in Sociology and Psychology. She has brought her
faculties of practice and research to bear on a comparative
study that she based on the temple walls of Gujarat and South
Indian States. She has conducted research on the folk dances of
Gujarat and to her credit has revived many. She has also been
documented by the Information and Broadcasting Department
of the Government of Gujarat, She has been interviewed and
her performances have been showcased by Bristol Radio and the
B.B.C., London. She has also performed at Columbia University,
New York. She has served as the board member of the Central
Dance Audition Board of Doordarshan, and was elected as
the youngest Chairperson of the Gujarat State Sangeet Natak
Academy.

Shrimati Shastri has been conferred with the Gujarat Ratna
Gauray Award from Gujarat Progressive Council of Canada, and
Gujarat! Samaj, U.5.A; and the Singarmani by the Sur Singar
Samsad, Mumbal.

Shrimati Smita Shastri receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amirit Award for her contribution to Kuchipudi dance.
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KUMKUM LAL

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Odissi

Born on 3 March 1948 in Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh, Shrimati
Kumkum Lal has trained in Odissi under Hari Uppal, Krishna
Chandra Nayak, Harekrishna Behera and Kelucharan Mohagpatra.
She also worked in the contemporary genre under Narendra
Sharma. She has also learnt Mayurbhanj Chhau.

She worked as a Lecturer in Delhi University between 1970-75
and as a Deputy Secretary (Dance) of Sangeet Natak Akademi
between 2000-2002. She received the Senior Fellowship from
the Ministry of Culture for translating Maheshwar Mohapatra’'s
Abhinay Chandrika. She has also essayed roles in theatre plays
directed by Habib Tanvir, Sai Paranjpe, Amol Palekar, M.K.
Raina and Dina Math. She has written on dance, and extensively
reviewed performances. She also played an instrumental rote in
introducing Odissi in Japan between the years 1983-87. Her life
and work in the field of Odissi has been documented in an Odissi
series by Sahapaedia and the archive portal Pad.ma. She has
been associated with the Bhoomika Creative Dance Centre, the
Delhi Crafts Council, and Jan Madhyam.

Shrimati Kumkum Lal receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for her contribution to Odissi dance.
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GOBINDA CHANDRA PAL

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Odissi Dance (Gotipua)

Bornoon 1 January 1944, Shri Gobinda Chandra Pal comes from
village Palasahi Khurda in Odisha. He was barely seven years old
when he anrolled in Darada Gotipua Nrutva Sikshya Kendra in
Puri to learn Gotipua. While still there he received scholarship
from the Odisha Sangeet Natak Akaderm to learn Odissi dance
under several eminent teachers. In 1972 Shri Gobinda Chandra
Pal received a national scholarship from Sangeet Natak Akadem,
Mew Delhi. At the completion of that in 1975, he joined the
Utkal 5angeet Mahavidyalaya (Bhubaneswar) to leam Mardala
(a traditional percussion mstrument) and passed the ‘Sangest
Bharati’ course in 1979

Shri Gobinda Chandra Pal taught at Sriram Bharatiya Kala Kendra
{Mew Delhi), and Bharatiya Nrutya Kala Mandir (Patna) for two
decades from 1969-1988, and thereafter till date at several
institutions in Odisha. Shri Pal has performed at different
festivals and programmes across the country. Since 1990, he
has been a recognized Mardala player at AlR, Sambalpur, and
has been an examiner at different universities in Punjab,
Maharashtra and Odisha. He has been a General Coundil Member
at Odisha Sangeet Natak Akademi.

shri Gobinda Chandra Pal receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit award for his contribution to Odissl dance as a Gotipua
dancer,
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HARI BORA BOREAYAN

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Saltriya
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Bornon 23 April 1931 in Morth Lakhimpur, Assam, Shri Hari Bora
Borbayan received his training in Sattriva dance and its allied
forms under Gurus Momiram Borbayan, Poramananda Borbayan,
Debananda Borbayan and Borgram Borbayan.

Shri Hari Bora Borbayan is today among the senior performers
and teachers of Sattriya dance. He has performed and conducted
seminars and workshops extensively at several prestigious
festivals acress the country, He has acted in important reles
such as Rookmabir, Parasuram and Dasharatha in Bhaonas. bBeing
one of the well-known gurus, he has taught more than 2000
disciples all over Assam under “Guru-Shishya Pramapara™ in
the last six decades. Shri Harl Bora Borbayan has also imparted
training in the art form at various institutions including Sangeet
Vidyalaya, Guwahati, and Cultural Centre, Barpeta. Shr Hari
Bora Borbayan has been conferred the Borbayan title by the
Kamalabari Sattra.

Shri Hari Bora Borbayan receives the Sangeet Matak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to Sattriya darnce.
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GURU PRASAD OJAH

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Sattriya Ojapali (Byas Kirtan)
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Born on 1 February 1939 in Barpeta district of Assam, Shri
Guru Prasad Ojah belongs to the Ojah clan of Barpeta sattra,
and has been trained under Naranath Ojah for 15 years at the
Sankari Kala Prashar Samiti, Barpeta. He has received training in
Borgeet, Namprasanga, Kirtanghosha Path and Khol Badya from
Mahananda Das Bayan, Mahananda Sutradhar, and Ghanashyam
Ojah.

He has been invelved with the All India Radio, Guwahati
Kendra which gave recoegnition to him as an artist of Sattriva
Ojapali, Borgeet and Naamghoshapath recording his renditions
of the same. He had secured distinction in State level Borgeet
competition orzanised by Assam Sangeet Watak Academy in
Silchar in 1957. He has also lent his pen to several articles
published in books on Sattriyva Ojapali and on religious and ritual
matiers. He is the ‘Chief Oja" and is also working as Guru of
Sattriva Ojapali in Barpeta Sattra. His students are many and
some of them have atiained prominence with one of them
receiving the 5angeet Natak Akademi Award.

He has been honoured with an Artist Pension in the year 2003
by the Government of Assam. Reputed institutions such as the
Sankaradeva Kala Kshetra, Sankaradeva Samaj, Assam Sahitya
Sabha and Sankari Kala Kristi Samaroh have also bestowed him
with several honours and recognition.

Shri Guru Prasad Ojah receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to Sattriya Ojapali of Assam.
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HIJAM TOMBI SINGH

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Manipuri Dance

Bornon I February 1945 in Tera Keithel, Imphal in Manipur, Shri
Hijam Tombi Singh has trained under Amubi Singh, Th. Tarun
Kumar Singh, Th. Babu Singh, and Amudon Sharma. He has been
associated with the Guru Amubi Singh Nritya Vidyalaya.

He is a postgraduate in Zoology from the Gauhati University and
a PhD from Aberdeen University, UK which he got through the
Commonwealth Scholarship. He has also been the recipient of
research fellowships for postdoctoral research and teaching from
the lapanese government; and under an Indo-Soviet Cultural
Exchange pregramme in the Moscow University. He has served
as President of the Progressive Artist Laboratory, a leading
Mampuri Dance Institute. He has served as the General Council
member of the State Kala Academy in Manipur. He has also been
appointed as an expert member of the advisory committee for
cultural policy of the Manipur Government, and as an expert
member of advisory committee for financial assistance for the
development of cultural heritage of the Himalayan region,
Government of India. He has been the member of the Evaluation
Committee of DR-Arunprabha, Prasar Bharati, Government of
India, Between 1998-2003 he served as the Vice-Chancellor of
Manipur University. He has also served as the honorary Vice-
Chairman of the Jawaharlal MNehru Manipur Dance Academy:
He is presently working as the Honorary Vice:Chancellor of the
University of Bhagavad Culture, ISKCON, Manipur.

shri Hijam Tombi Singh receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to Manipuri dance.
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SIDHESWAR DAS

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Chhau
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Born on 9 March 1928 in Baripada in Mayurbhanj district of
Odisha, Shr Sidheswar Das has trained in the Uttarshat Gharana
of Mayurbhanj Chhau under the tutelage of Raghunandan
Kuanrbabu and Shyamsundar Das. He has been associated with
the Uttarshahi Chhaunrutya Pratishthan in Mayurbhanj.

He started performing in 1941 and has performed in the
Mayurbhanj Palace. He has essayed several female roles such
as Jaya in dance items like ‘Kailash leela’, Sakhi in ‘Tamudia
Krushna' and Padma in ‘Garuda Vahan'. He has also given
demonstrations of Mayurbhanj Chhau in several prestigious
dance festivals in India.

shri Sidheswar Das receives the Sangeet Matak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to the Chhau dance of Mayurbhanj.
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BHAGWANDAS KUMAR
Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Chhau
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Born on 1 January 1945 in Purulia in West Bengal, Shri
Bhagwandas Kumar hails from a family of artists. He received
his initial training in Chhau dance under his grandfather and
later he received his advanced training under the tutelage of
Guru Ramnath Kumar.

Shri Bhagwandas Kumar is today among the senior performers
and teachers of Chhau dance. He has performed Purulia Chhau
extensively in several festivals within the region and outside
including the Parampara festival in Pune and the prestigious
festivals organized by the Government of West Bengal. He has
imparted training in the art form to several students at the
Matkuma Shiva Durga Chhau Nritya Academy. Shri Bhagwandas
Kumar has also travelled to Frapce for performances.

Shri Bhagwandas Kumar receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amirit Award for his contribution to the Chhau dance of Purulia.
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KALAMANDALAM PRABHAKARAN
Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Other Major Traditions of Dance and
Dance Theatre (Ottanthullal)

Born on 2 October 1945 in Kasaragod, Kerala, Kalamandalam
Prabhakaran has trained in Ottanthullal under the tutelage
of Vadakkan Kannan Nair, Kalamandalam Divakaran MNair,
Thankamani Pillai, and Nata Sivapal. AMong with Ottanthullal,
he has also trained in Parayan Thullal, Seethangan Thullal and
Bharatanatyam under Natanam Shivapal. He hails from the
family of Malabar Raman Mair, who contributed significantly
towards the enhancement of Thullal as a performing art.

Shri Prabhakaran had been emploved with the Kerala State Road
Transport Corporation. He is one of the few Thullal teachers
who have been able to blend and integrate the three types
of Thullals: Ottan, Parayan and Sheethangan into one. He
held workshops in Tubingen University (Germany), and Cochin
University. He has acted in many Malayalam television short films
and advertisements, He has chereographed dance sequences for
several theatre groups and played lead roles in dance dramas.

Shri Prabhakaran has been conferred with several honours
and awards llke the Kerala State Sangeetha Mataka Academy
Award; the Kalamandalam Award by the Kerala Kalamandalam,
Cheruthuruthy; and Sree Guruvayoorappan Award by the
Guruvayoor Kshetra Kala Puruskaram,

Shri Kalamandalam Prabhakaran receives the Sangeet Natak
Akadermni Amrit Award for his contribution to the art of
Ottanthullal of Kerala,
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SUSHIL KUMAR SINGH

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award;
Playwriting

Born on 3 Movember 1946 in Kanpur, Shri Sushil Kumar Singh
has earned his BSc from Kanpur University, and a Diploma in
Theatre Direction from the Mational School of Drama between
1974-T7. He went on to receive special training in film making
and direction from FTI, Pune (1977-78, 1980).

He served the Bhartendu Matya Academy, Lucknow as its Director
from 1999 to 2004. He retired as Deputy Director (Programme)
from Doordarshan. 5hr Sushil Kumar 5ingh has written 12 full-
length plays and seven plays for children. Two of his plays have
been included as prescribed texts by many unjversities. At least
seven research papers have been presented on his writings
including three Phls and three MPhils: Shri Singh has been equally
active in acting in and direction of plays. From 1%56-57 onwards
he acted in a number of Parsi plays and went on to establish
his theatre group Pratidhwani in 1965. He directed many plays
for his troupe which participated in theatre festivals across
the country. He has participated and conducted a number of
theatre warkshops, contributed articles to a number of journals
and has directed telefilms and made documentaries. Shri Sushil
¥umar Singh has been a member of several arganizations and
institutions of repute,

Shri Singh has been awarded by a number of institutions including
Uttar Pradesh Sangeet Natak Akademi (1991}, and Uttar Pradesh
Hindi Sansthan, Lucknow (2018).

Shiri Sushil Kumar Singh receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to Indian theatre as a playwright,
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PARTAP SEHGAL

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Playwriting

Bornon 10 May 1945 in thhang village of the Punjab of undivided
India, Shri Partap Sehgal has established himself as a prominent
poet and a playwright. He has directed plays with theatrical
innovations which have been staged by prestigious insttutions
such as the Rangmandal of Sahitya Kala Parishad and also
Sangeet Matak Akademi.

He obtained his Masters degree in Hindi from Delhi University
in 1970 and thereafter taught in the Zakir Husain Post Graduate
Evening College for close to four decades. He served as an
Associate Editor of University Today for 20 years. He has
contributed to playwriting and also published eight poetry
anthologies, short story collections, and books on criticism.
He has been an advisor to Sahitya Megh, a monthly literary
magazine; and a Member of the Governing Council of Sahitya
Kala Parishad, Delhi. He has also been a member of the Authors
Guild of India, Indian Society of Authors, and Anusandhan
Parishad of Delhi University.

Shri Sehgal has been bestowed with several honours, prominent
amang them being the Rajbhasha Samman by the Government
of India (2001).

Shri Partap Sehgal receives the Sangeet Matak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to theatre as a playwright.
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JOHN CLARO FERNANDES

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Playwriting

Bornon 5 December 1930 in Cotombi Quepem, Goa, John Claro
Fernandes has had his education up to S5CE. His initiation in
theatre began in 1948 under the guidance of A.R. Souza Ferrao
who staged Shri Fernandes® first Kankami play Camil Bonier in
Mumbai on 25 December 1953.

So far he has written and staged more than 15 plays, some
of which have been staged more than a hundred times. His
other prominent plays include - Nirmiloli Sun, Gupit Karann,
Ghorabeachi Durdoxea, Utrachi Mudi, Purtugez Kolovont
{published), Trevis Yorsam (published), Konkani Advogad, Inglez
Madam, Tmbiddi Mati, Rostadak Ostad, Yinglli Nachpinn, Civil
Kazar, and American Dollar, Apart from writing plays, Shri
Fernandes has also written novels and has worked on the history
of Konkani artists. His various articles on Tiatr have appeared in
many publications such as Goa Times, Sot Ulei, Goan Express,
New Goa, Goycha Avaz, Gulab, The Goan Review, Navhind Times,
Herold and Gomantak Times. He has been mentioned in the
series of stalwarts of the Tiatr stage, and in various researches
an the first Tiatr, Shri Fernandes has attended varous workshaops
at Kala Academy, Goa.

Shri Fernandes has been felicitated by the Government of Goa
with the Gea State Cultural Award (1993-94),

Shri John Claro Fernandes receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to Indian theatre as a playwright.
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Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Playwriting
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Born.on 4 April 1932 in Trichur, Kerala, Shri C.L. Jos wrote his
first play in 1956 and subsequently has produced 38 full length
plays. He has mostly contributed to Malayalam literature by his
playwriting.

Agood number of his plays have been translated into Hindi and
English by the National Book Trust of India and Kerala Sahitya
Akademni. His plays like Manalkad and Agnivalayam were
broadcast by Akashwani in all the regional languages in their
national programme. He has been part of the 15 one-hour plays
in the Radio Drama Week organized by Akashvani every vear
As a B-High Grade Artist of Akashvani, he has acted in many
of the radio plays as a voice-over artist. His plays have been
prescribed in Kerala and Calicut Umiversities as textbook for
degree courses. He has served as the Chairman of the Kerala
Sangeetha Mataka Akademi; Fine Arts Faculty Member of Calicut
Unmiversity; and has been a member of bath the Sahitya Akademi
and the-all India Radio Advisory Board.

He has been bestowed with several honours and awards such
as the Kerala Sahitya Akademi Award, Kerala Sangeetha MNataka
Akademi Award, State Award for contribution to Malayalam
Theatre, Hon'ble Title of Chevalier from His Holiness the Pope
of Rome, Kerala Sangeetha Nataka Akademi Fellowship, and the
Abu Dhabi Sakthi Award.

Shri C.L. Jos receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award
for his contribution to Indian theatre as a playwright.
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BASANI MARREDDY

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Direction

Born on 31 January 1939 at Warangal in Telangana, Shri Basani
Marreddy, popularly known as B.M. Reddy, started acting and
directing dramas in 1956 as a high school student, and his
association with theatre continued in college as well where he
participated in many plays.

Afterwards he formed many theatre groups in his native
district and acted in and directed many plays. After moving
to Hyderabad, he came to be associated with Rasaranjani - a
famous institution of Hyderabad where he performed in major
rales in plays such as the Telugu adaptation of Emperor Jones
which was staged in Mumbai and Delhi. Shri Reddy started his
own theatre group and started to produce plays some of which
also participated in major festivals such as Mandi Festival in
Hyderabad where his play Moodopadam received the Golden
Mandi. Three of his other plays won Silver Nandies. His play
Sreenadhudu toured 10 cities of the United States of America.
His other major plays are The Mother based on Mother Teresa's
life; and Suravaram which was prepared for a children's drama
competition organized by Telangana Sangeeta Nataka Academy.
Shri Reddy has directed overall nearly a hundred plays and has
trained many young artists in theatre.

Shri B.M. Reddy receives the Sangeet Matak Akaderni Amrit
Award for his contribution to Indian theatre as a director,
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RAMAMURTHY SUNDARESAN

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Acting

Born on 30 April 1938 in Kumbakonam, Tamil Madu, Shri
Ramamurthy Sundaresan has been prominent in the field of
stagecraft and has trained under ‘Sambu’ Matarajan and *Cho!
Ramaswamy and has been associated with Stage Creations and
Viveka Fine Arts. He has acted i more than 40 films and 70
television serals.

He has been conferred with several honours and awards such as
the Kalaimamani by the Tamil Nadu Government;and the Madaga
Kala Sagar by the Bharathi Kalai Sangam, Kuwait.

Shri Ramamurthy Sundaresan receives the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Amrit Award for his contribution to Indian theatre as
an actar.
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SUMAN KUMAR

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Acting

Born on 15 November 1947 at Patna in Bihar, Shri Suman Kumar
has a BSc and an LLE as academic credentials. He was an
announcer with AlR Patna from 1974 to 2007, He 15 an ‘A" grade
drama artist from AIR Patna and has also been a newsreader
with Doordarshan, Patna. He has also served as a Drama teacher
at the Bihar Institute of Dramatics, Patna.

He has produced radio plays in which he has contributed both
as a performer and a director. In the well-received Akashvani
produced programme ‘Hawa Mahal', he has contributed several
plays both as a performer and conceptualizer. He has been
deeply involved in producing plays for children and has been
a key contributor to the Programme Jashn-e-bachpan evolved
under the banner of the National School of Drama. He has been
contributing seminally to the organizing of theatre festivals like
Akhil Bharativa Aitihasik Natya Mahotsav, Hasya Matya Mahotsay,
and Aadi Shakti Matya Mahotsav. He has acted in television
serials such as Discovery of India directed by Shyam Benegal,
Mirza Ghalib directed by Gulzar, Vidroh by Prakash Jha, and
Bheem Bhavani series directed by Basu Chatterjee; as well as
films such as Damul directed by Prakash Jha, and Gandhi by
Richard Attenborough.

He has been bestowed with several honours, including the
Bhikar! Thakur Award by the Bihar Government, and the best
Spot Presenter Award by BBC.

Shri Suman Kumar receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to Indian theatre as an actor.
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APPUNNI THARAKAN NAMBIARATH

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Allied Theatre Arts (Kathakali Make-up)

Born om 3 August 1928, 95-year-old Shri Appunni Tharakan
Nambiarath from Palakkad district in Kerala has been a Kathakali
Green Room Artist for the last 75 years. He joined a local
Kathakali group as a green room artist when he was barely 18
years old. That became his lifelong interest and career, working
with and learning from various troupes and under various leading
theatre artists in Kerala.

In the course of his life, Shri Tharakan has been with the Kerala
Kalamandalam for 10 years and has travelled extensively all
over India and also visited Singapore and Germany.

Shri Tharakan has been felicitated and awarded by several
cultural organizations in the State including the Kerala
Kalamandalam and Kerala Sangeetha Nataka Academy.

Shri Appunni Tharakan Nambiarath receives the Sangeet Natak

Akademi Amrit Award as an eminent Kathakali make-up artist.

SAMNTIET MATRE AKATTENMY
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HAR] KRISHEN LANGOO

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Theatre Music
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Born on 7 April 1940 in village Badyar Bala of Srinagar, Jammu
and Kashmmr, Hari Krishen Langoo has received education up
to Matriculation. Associated with Delhi Gharana of music, Shr
Langoa has served the then Song and Drama Division, Ministry of
Infarmation and Broadcasting, Government of India, starting as
a staff artist in 1966, and retiring as Assistant Director, Shimla.

Shri Langoo has been associated with the J&K Academy of
Art, Culture and Languages, Jammu as a music composer and
has also participated as actor, choreographer in musicals and
has travelled with cultural troupes of the Academy across the
country. An A Grade composer of AlR - Srinagar, he has composed
music for a number of television serjals. |n connection with
presentation of his musical compositions, he had travelled to
Hong Kong far the Festival of Asian Arts; and Guyana on the
occasion of the 150th Anniversary of Indians in Guyana.

Shri Hari Krishen Langot receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to theatre music.
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SUBBAYYA MUTHAIYA KARAI

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Theatre Music
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Born on 9 March 1943 in Karalkal, Puducherry, Shri Karai
Subbayya (K:M. Subbayya) is a multi-talented artist trained in
classical music, Nadaswaram, Saxophone and also in theatre
script writing. He is an A’ Grade script writer with the AIR,
Puducherry and has done many propaganda related dramas on
social and development themes. Till date, he has given almost
10,000 stage performances as a musician, dramatist and writer,
He has also acted in about 10 films and published several
devotional audio cassettes and CDs.

Shri Karai Subbayya has been honoured by the State Government
of Puduchermy.

Shri K.M. Subbayya receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to theatre music,

SANGEET BATAK AKATIEM
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SARTAJ NARAIN MATHUR

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Theatre

G H WUYR 7 14 51 1035 B W, A IRAR TR
R afvws Tl €| st 9 waw sfiria afes Pl
site -ew@w & wu # N e A aen At B 2
o Emae s @) R ogra @Y &) sy aren R
s Frdwe fwg ww amatforn edemen & s1RE ST "
wafd | v @ ariifeat il | s aeees & eanns
fsn o AfafEn daad) & aram wWdisd e du & Pl
M@ e

shvawr Wil gra faftaa @tk 1 6 o) g B e
Wit duH A o § owdw B s oww @ dlav
am W ATm, FETw, Eersee, 79 mags AR dEs @
w9 Wy dmal Ared wegoal | 92w £ am e
15 gufl & wgEe ®el $¢ & we g iRy & daras
W T 6 A e fmfreran & e e
W Tem sl @ aEeE o @vd W8 | el e
decayol ey wwfal E-wtoa, A aow e &, 2l
aen adll s s g9 AEsl W Rl sEEsE,
fawell, Wime, wiEsTm I oYy o e d g8 &1 anm
gquada st amwerafl & v-dvll & sl & am g
forflara e sirea—auid] oo, e g, (@, s,
w7, W), Eadl @i @ aie, S Soar Swiel @eT
Bl 9@ & amel |9 nesl &1 ararg sty st st 6
fa &)

At R ) e wla ew srmTeel afea oY e
g1 wEnfaa e mar &

YimE A areE & fag ol avaw AR ae s il
Ared wmiefl appa geesR | @ B s 2 )

Born on 14 June 1935 in Jaipur, Rajasthan, Shri Sartaj Narain
Mathur i a senior theatre artist, actor, director, and a writer.
He has received his education up to graduation. He learnt the
nuances of theatre from Mohan Maharshi when he attended a
waorkshop under his direction organized by the National School of
Drama. Awvisiting faculty at Department of Dramatics, Rajasthan,
he has been a director of Jawahar Kala Kendra.

He had been initiated into theatre through performance in
a Harkrishna Premi's play Raoksha Bandhan directed by D.R
Joshi. Since then he has been associated with hundreds of play
presentations as an actor, director, designer, stage manager, and
writer. He has been conducting Jawahar Kala Kendra Children's
Theatre Camps for the past 15 years. He has alse been organizing
theatre workshops at the Department of Dramatics, University
of Rajasthan. Some of the plays he has been associated with
include Konark, Nefa Ladakh Hamara Hai, Darinde, Uttar
Urvashi, and Antarkatha, presented in different cities, such as
in Ahmedabad, Delhi, Bhopal, Kolkata, and Jaipur. He has also
been empanelled by Doordarshan and Akashvani as an A-grade
theatre artist. Eight of his plays have been published including
Ujali Dastak, Siskate Pashan, Abhishapt, Jozba, Ab...2, Phunagi,
Hansti Kokh ke Ansu, and Jethwa Ujali. He has done some
translations and adaptations also.

Shri Mathur has been felicitated by a number of institutions
including Rajasthan Sangeet Matak Akademi.

Shri Sartaj Narain Mathur receives the Sangest Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contrbution in the field of theatre,
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JANAK HARILAL DAVE

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Theatre, Gujarat

Bornon 14 June 1930 in Bhavnagar, Shri Janak Harilal Dave lives
in Ahmedabad, Gujarat. He completed his postgraduation in
Dramatics from the Baroda M.5. Umversity. He further trained at
the Sangeet Matya Bharati, Rajkot, where he [ater (1963-1967)
headed its Drama department.

Thereafter from 1967-1971, Shri Janak Harilal taught Dramatics
at the Punjabi University in Patiala. In 1971, he joined Gujarat
College, Ahmedabad and retired from there in 1988 as head of
the Drama department. Shn Dave is a scholar of the Bhavai form
{a folk theatre form popular mostly in western India). He wrote
Aakhri Kasabno Ughad (1997} and Abhinay Prashikshan (Z00Z),
which are based on the system of Konstantin Stamislavski. His
Hetulakshi Ekankio (2001) contains some original plays, while
some are transtated plays. His Bhavai-Vesha (literally different
narratives composed in the form of Bhavai) are published as
Lokranjan Bhavai (1988), Dehno Dushman and Veshavansh
{1998). They are mostly reform-oriented in nature. Shri Dave
has alse played a significant role in the development of children
theatre in Gujarati, and has published several books in the field:
Rangalo Chalyo Farva | 1989), Natak Khele Bal Gopala (1997} and
Bolnatya Digdarshan Kala (1997). He was popularly known as
‘Janak Dada’ among children.

Shri Dave received the Gauray Puraskar from the Government of
Gujarat tn 1993 for his contribution in drama teaching.

Shri Janak Harilal Dave receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to theatre in Gujarat.

AMGEET RATRE AKATTEMY

.&mm F a'!.'hN-‘i'n.F-'E'



Hifia red Bl S qREhN
Ham AT delrd

ABBURU JAYATHIRTHA

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Allied Theatre Arts
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Born onm 29 November 1939 at abburu in Karnataka, Shri
Abbury Jayathirtha started Matyadarpana (Kannada Sahitya
Kalasangha). This arganization was formally started by enacting
a play Daivaleele, a play at the Gubbi Veeranna Rangamandira.
Matyadarpana is active till today.

Shri Jayathirtha has received recognition in the field of theatre
for designing sound effects and music compasitions. In those
days sound effects were not easily available, but he leamnt to
make sound effects that could be used in theatre. Through his
theatre he has been trying to develop human values and spread
social awareness in the society. The aim has been to reach out
to more and more people.

Shri Abburu Jayathirtha receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution in the field of allied theatre
arts.
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MIKKONG EKO

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Tribal Music, Arunachal Pradesh

Born on 12 July 1943 in Sitang Village of East 5iang District of
Arunachal Pradesh, Shri Mikkong Eko received traiming in folk
and tribal rmusic from Shri Dukek Padung.

Shri Mikkong Eko has been a recognized Solung Miri of Arunachal
Pradesh chanting the mythology and rhapsodies of Ponung, Bari,
and Abang of the Adi tribes. Shn Mikkong Eko has consistently
presented his art jn prestigious festivals within the State for
nearly five decades and has also performed for All India Radio,
East Siang. He is & member of Donyi Polo Yelam Kebang (DPFYRK),
Karpung Karduk Centre, and has attended Abang orientation
camp by DPYK. A few of his students have attained prominence
in their field.

Shr Mikkong Eko receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to the tribal music of Arunachal
Pradesh.
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KONPU LEE KADU

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Tribal Music, Arunachal Pradesh

Born on 20 October 1945, Shrimati Konpu Lee Kadu was born in
Bimi village of Arunachal Pradesh.

Konpu Lee Kadu had studied upto Class V but had to give up her
formal studies due to the Chinese ageression and her family's
financial problems. However, without any formal institutional
learning, she jmbibed much from her family and elders and has
spent her life preserving and promoting the indigenous faith,
traditions and culture of her State. She considers Talom Rukbo,
a philanthropist, to be her Guru. She has also learnt local
traditional songs and mantras.

She has received several commendations as a priest, chanting
the indigenous prayers and incantations.

Shrimati Konpu Lee Kadu receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for her contribution to the tribal music of Arunachal
Pradesh,

FEATE AKATTEMY
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DHARMESWAR NATH

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Dance (Byas Qjapali), Assam

Bornon 31 December 1935 in Satghana, Assam, Shri Dharmeswar
Math received his training in Byas Qjapali under the tutelage
of Santiram Nath. Shri Dharmeswar Nath has performed Byas
Ojapali widely in Assam and other States of India and has also
imparted training in the art form to numerous artists.

Shri Dharmeswar Nath receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to Byas Ojapali folk dance of Assam.

SAMNTIET MATRE AKATTENMY
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MAKHAN CHANDRA BORAH

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Music and Dance, Assam
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Bornon 1 March 1946 in Sivasagar in Assam, Shri Makhan Chandra
Borah learnt the traditional dances of Assam under the tutelage
of Bapuram Bora, Pankaj Bora and Parag Chaliha.

He has organized and directed Shri Krishna Raslila in different
stages in the Morth-east. He has been part of prominent
institutions such as the Assam Bihu Suraksha Samittee and
the All Assam Bihu Kristi Parishad. He has been instrumental
in establishing a cultural organisation-cum-institution named
Chitralekha Kala Parishad in 1969 where several students have
been trained, He is also credited with having directed a T.V.
serial and a short film as a music director.

Shri Makhan Chandra Borah recewves the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amirit Award for his contribution to the folk music and dance of
Assam,
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BHARAT SINGH BHARTI

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Music, Bihar

Born on 20 Wovember 1936 in Bhojpur district of Bihar, Shri
Bharat 5ingh Bharti received training in folk music from Satrunjay
Prasad (Latan Ji).

An exceedingly popular performer, Shri Bharat Singh Bharti has
extensive experience of performing, disseminating, teaching;
and promaoting the folk music of Bihar. He is an "A’ grade artist
of All India Radio and Doordarshan, Patna and had created and
produced an acclaimed musical programme based on various
folk music gepres of Bihar. He has represented his State in
many prestigious festivals in the country and abread. Under the
scheme of Guru Sishya Parampara of North Central Zone Cultural
Centre, Prayagraj, he has trained many young students. He has
marny recordings of the folk music of Bihar to his credit.

For his contribution in the field of folk music of Bihar, Shri Bharat
Singh Bharti has been honoured with several awards including
the Bihar Kala Puraskar in 2015-16, and the Bhikhari Thakur
Smriti Samman in 2021,

Shri Bharat Singh Bharti receives the Sangeet Matak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to the folk music of Bihar.
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DAYABHAI NATHABHAI NAKUM

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Music and Dance, Gujarat

Born on 20 December 1944 in Dharampur village of Dwarka
district of Gujarat, Shri Dayabhai Mathabhai Nakum imbibed the
rich artistic heritage of the Satwara community of Gujarat at an
early age. He has obtained a diploma in Mechanical Engineering.

Shri Dayabhai Makum soon achieved prominence as a performer
of Bavan Beda - a popular folk dance of the Saurashtra region
of Gujarat, performing in many prestigious music festivals
in India and abroad, and conducting many workshops around
the world, He has performed for All India Radio, Rajkot; and
Doordarshan, Rajkot, Ahmedabad, Mumbai and Gorakhpur. Shri
Dayabhai Nakum has trained many young farmers of the region
and created the Bavan Beda Raas group known as Ambawadi
Kala Mrund. After years of successful performances in Gujarat,
Ambawadi Kala Vrund got prominence at the national level. The
group performed in many prestigious festivals in the country
including the Apna Utsav, Delhi; National Khadj Canvention; and
the Mega Navaratri Festival. In 1987 the Ambawadi Kala Vrund
participated in the Festival of India held in the USSR, and sipce
then this cultural group has presented Bavan Beda Raas at the
State, Mational and International level festivals.

Shri Dayabhai Nakum receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for his cantribution in the field of folk music and dance
of Gujarat.
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MAHABIR NAYAK

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Music, Jharkhand

Born on 24 September 1942 in Uruguttu village of Ranchi district
of Jharkhand, Shri Mahabir Mayak was imtiated in the field of
folk music of Jharkhand at an early age. Shn Mahabir Nayak
received his initial training in folk music from his father, Shri
Fudu Mayak and [ater was groomed under the guidance of Shri
Baliram Nayak.

In order to enrich his repertoire, Shri Mahabir Nayak leamnt
various folk dances, besides many tribal musical instruments of
Jharkhand. He is an empanelled artist of Nagpuri folk songs and
dances in All India Radio and Doordarshan, Ranchi. Shr Mahabir
Nayak has performed jn many regional and national festivals
of the country and abroad. He has served in many prestigious
organizations of Jtharkhand including Chottanagpur Sanskriti
Sapgh as Secretary; Jharkhand Rajya Gashi Samaj Sangh as
President; and is at present working as President of Nagpuri
Sahitya Sanskriti Manch, Ranchi. He has also worked as co-editar
for many magazines including Dhar magazine, and Kala Sangam
magazine. He has also acted jn a Birsa Munda film as a Guru of
Birsa Munda.

For his contribution {n the field of folk music of Jharkhand, Shri
Mahabir Nayak has been bestowed with several awards Including
the Jharkhand Ratna Award in 2021.

Shri Mahabir Mayak receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to the folk music of Jharkhand.
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MAREPPA CHANNADASAR

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Arts, Karnataka

Born on 16 January 1939, Shri Mareppa Channadasar comes
from Yelburga, district Koppal, Karnataka. He has trained under
Ramanna Channadasar for 45 years.

Shr Channadasar has a cassette to his credit.

Shri Mareppa Channadasar receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to the folk arts of Karnataka.
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TSERING STANZIN

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Music, Ladakh

Born in 1944 In Skurbuchan in Ladakh, Shri Tsering Stanzin
trained primarily as a vocalist and in Shehnai, Bansuri and
Kopangi strings.

Shri Stanzin also worked as a part time singer at the All India
Radig in Leh since 1973. He has also been involyed in preserving
the AIR Library of recorded songs at Leh. He has been at the
forefront for getting more than 800 traditional old songs
recorded at the Academy of Art, Culture and Languages for
creating a digital library. He has published two important books
on the marriage songs of Ladakh, and a set of three volumes
of old traditional songs, both published by the Academy of
Art, Culture and Languages. He has been a member of reputed
institutions such as the All India Radio, Leh; Academy of Art,
Culture and Languages, Union Territory of Ladakh; and Musical
Heritage of Ladakh.

Shri Tsering Stanzin receives the Sangeet Matak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to the folk music of Ladakh.
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ABOOSALA MAYAMPOKKADA

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Music and Dance, Lakshadweep
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Born on 1 June 1934 in Andrott island of Lakshadweep, Shri
Abposala Mayampokkada started learning Parichakali under
Khalid Nellal and later from Parichakkali Kalari Keecheri
institution of Andrott stand.

He has participated in all the functions organized by the
Lakshadweep admimistration. He has given training of Parichakali
to many students of the region. He has been associated with the
Teenagers Arts and Sports Club and Karakkad Young Challengers
Club, Andrott Island.

Shri Abopsala Mayampokkada receives the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Amrit Award for his contribution to the folk music and
dance of Lakshadweep.
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HEERA SINGH BORLIYA

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Music, Madhya Pradesh

Born on 12 June 1934 at Ujjain in Madhya Pradesh, Shri Heera
Singh Borliva has trained in the Malwi Lok Sangeet form under
teachers like Rambha Bai, Shyam Parmar, Harlal Ji Makwana,
Ravindra Jain and finally under Devilal Samar.

He has worked as a music teacher at the Madhav Sangeet
Mahavidyalaya in Ujjain. A publication documenting his
contribution and renown in the field came out as Hira Singh
Borliva: Traditional Folk Songs of Malwa by Ur Sarita McKenzie
- McHarg. Shri Borliva also authored a book Malwa ke Bhajan in
1978. 5un Mandir (Anand, Gujarat) has released two cassettes
of his titled Garakhwani, and Thathri Chhod Chala Banjara. His
compilation of the Malwa Lok Sangeet has been jncorporated
in the academic curriculum of Indira Kala Sangeet Maha Vishwa
Vidyalaya. In the year 1982, the House of Culture in France
invited him for a 40-day tour: Les chants devotionnels dUjjain
et danses du Rajasthan. He has also conducted Malwa folk
warkshops and shows across northem India. He has been an
artist with the All India Radio since 1955. Later, he became a
part of the audition committee. He has appeared in several
performances which were aired on Doardarshan.

Shri Heera Singh Borliya receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his cantribution to the folk music of Madhya
Pradesh,
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CHUNNILAL RAIKWAR

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Music, Madhya Pradesh

Born on 1 January 1940 i Karrapur village of Sagar district of
Madhya Pradesh, Shri Chunnilal Raskwar imbibed the rich musical
tradition of the region at an early age. He has received training
in folk music from Kuddey Ratlwar. Working close to his roots in
the social sector with the local administration, he has carred
forward the Dhimaryayi tradition of the Bundelkhand region by
his creative endeavour as an artist, singer, and composer,

Taking up Bundeli folk music as a profession, Shri Chunnilal
Raikwar soon won an audience as a singer, and is today
considered to be one of the most accomplished performers of
the folk music of Madhya Pradesh. He has presented Dhimaryayi
singing in many prestigious festivals within the State as well as
other parts of the country,

For his contribution in the field of folk music of Madhya Pradesh
he has been honoured with several awards including the Mational
Award from All India Radio, Chhatarpur, Madhya Pradesh in 1995.

Shri Chunnilal Rajkwar recejves the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to the folk music of Madhya
Pradesh,
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BHIKLYA LADAKYA DHINDA

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk and Tribal Music, Maharashtra
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Born on 1 January 1942 in Waalwanda village of Maharashtra,
Shri Bhikiya Ladakya Dhinda is one of the living legends of
rural Maharashtra. He is the fourth generation Tarpa player
and follows this sacred tradition to this doy. Bhiklya Ladakya
Dhinda received traming in Tarpa playing from his grandfather
Shri Dhakiya Mavshya Dhinda and was later groomed under the
guidance of his father Shri Ladkya Dhaklya Dhinda.

Shri Bhiklya Ladakya Dhinda has achieved prominence as a
player of Tarpa, performing in many prestigious music festivals
in Maharashtra and other parts of the country, and conducting
many workshops around his village. He speaks of the Tarpa as
a way of life and how it works as an instrument that creates
a vortex of energy, creating fertility and well-being, thus
worshipping and sustaining Mother Nature and aiding all her
children - plants, the soil, trees, birds, animals, insects and
human beings alike: to thrive, grow and blossom.

Shri Bhiklya Ladakya Dhinda receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to the folk and tribal music of
Maharashtra.

MNGEET BIATE AKATTEMW

AMRIT AWARDS



elRTdy wHIaHY dlva
Aifta dres awRdl sigd g
el dlaEmes (wd) e)

ﬁﬁﬁmﬂﬂﬂﬂmﬁﬁﬁﬁm s v firgd of T
élmma‘\ﬂnrﬂﬂiﬁahﬂﬁuw &l w14 i) g
uddar) ¥ odwe 13 &) e Raa § seae av anm) we
T AEl Weivdd & andter fRar an, R s @t Area
wEl A wrferd @t off )| amiH gReEE @ AR Sl gEag
@l & g N w@wd) wsa @) wegfn ) 2

Wl T W o faey @ aeRe § aieeE @ e gReEE
@ IR AN qas @l owy uithn S aieeioe oy, Saq
g @l welRga w w1 anusl suedla dla @
WY W SUng Y Aewrsy & WiERhaE Al @ e
H W TRW S 9ad wibig @ v @ owq 0 A @
fean &1 3 2012 ¥ weReg dld el G, A & e
A @ | sl v e B oavw 9 9l sdangf
W fra g8 2

HEWTE & il =ed (@) mera) F arae @ foe o eReas
WHIEHE A1 &1 Hifla gred aarEdl sn Yo § aenfm
favm s 21

%

HARISHCHANDRA PRABHAKAR BORKAR

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Theatre (Khadi Gammat)

Born on 11 October 1944 in Bhandara district of Maharashtra,
Shri Harishchandra Prabhakar Borkar has revived the old
traditional folk dramas in Vidarbha like Khadi Gammat, Dandar,
and Dahaka. He has obtained an MA from Nagpur University and
has also got a BEd, MEd, and also a PhD in linguistics from the
Magpur University. He has managed to disseminate the folk art
of Khadi Gammat to a whole new generation. On the occasion
of the Maharashtra Day he arranged for Khadi Gammat Maha
Mahotsav which saw the participation of 65 groups. He has also
presented Khadi Gammat on the screen of Nagpur Doordarshan
and Mumbai Doordarshan.

His life and works and his contnbution to the folk form of Khadi
Gammat has been documented by the Doordarshan Kendra,
Magpur and Mumbai, and by the West Zone Cultural Centre,
Udaipur. He has served as the Yice President of the Bharatiya
Lok Kala Mahasangh, and as a member of the Khadi Gammat
Grant Selection Committee in Cultural Affairs Department of the
State of Maharashtra. He has also been the President of the
Maharashtra Lok Kala Sangh, Nagpur from 2012. He has received
a Senior Fellowship from the Ministry of Culture,

Shri Harishchandra Prabhakar Borkar receives the Sangeet Natak
Akadem! Amrit Award for his contribution to the folk theatre
{Khadi Gammat) of Maharashtra.
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HAOROMNGEAM BISHWAROOP SINGH
Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Thang-ta, Manipur
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Born on 1 Movember 1943 in Nambol Awang Leikai in Manipur,
Shri Haorongbam Bishwaroop Singh trained in Thang-ta under
the guidance of Sanasam Rudra Singh. He trained in Hakchang
Shagel and Sharit Sarak under R.K. Madhurjajit 5ingh, Paonam
Jugindro Singh, Lairenmayum Damu 5ingh and also obtained a
degrea in Thang-ta under Gurumayum Gourakishwor Sharma. He
has also received training in allied forms of gymnastics such as
Mukna, Kangei, Yubi Lakpi Sarit Sarak.

Shri Haorongbam Bishwaroop Singh has held teaching positions
as Guest Faculty of Thang-ta Manipur University and as the
Principal-cum-Vice President, Sana Leibak Manipur Hakchang
Shajel Thang-ta Shindam Shanglen, Mambol, Manipur. He is also
a member of the Huiyel Lalong Manipur Thang-ta Association;
a member of the Cheirap Loisang Gobindajee Temple Board,
Imphat; and also an Advisor to the Thang-ta Loishang Sana
Konung, Imphal. He has also been the Vice-President of
Sangeet Matak Mandir, Nambol. He has been the President of
the Bishnupur District Thang-ta Indigenous Games Association,
Bishnupur.

He has received the Manipur State Kala Academy Award in Thang-
ta, and the Huiyven Lalong Thang-ta Cultural Association Award,

Shri Haorongbam Bishwaroop Singh receives the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Amrit Award for his contribution to the art of Thang-ta
of Manipur.
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GLOUCESTER NONGBET

| Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Music, Meghalaya

Bornon B July 1938 in Shillong of East Khast Hills district of
Meghalaya, Shri Gloucester Mongbet was initiated in the field of
folk music of Meghalaya at an-early age. He is a retired IRS officer
of the Department of Customs, Government of Meghalaya.

Shri Gloucester Mongbet s a passionate and accomplished
folk singer, composer, and a musician with specialization in
Duitara - a string musical jnstrument of the Khasi community:
He is also specialized in Duitara-making and can play folk music
instruments like the Ksing - a traditional percussion instrument,
Flute, Guitar and the electronic Piano with dexterity. Shri
Gloucester Nongbet has written and composed more than a
hundred folk songs on nature, patriotism and devaotional themes.
He is an "A' grade artist of Al India Radio and Doordarshan. He
has given innumerable performances within the State and ather
parts of the country. He has written many scripts for theatre and
regional films and acted in the Khasi mevie Sha Ba Sep Ka Sngi
and a few others.

Shri Gloucester Monghet receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to the folk music of Meghalaya.
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ANANDA BAG

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Music, Odisha

Born on 19 May 1940 in Bisipali village of Bargarh district of
Odisha, Shri Ananda Bag was initiated in the field of folk music
of Odisha at an early age. Shri Ananda Bag is an exponent of
Brahmaveena - a stringed musical instrument of Odisha, and
received his initial training from his father Lachman Bag, and
later was groomed under the guidance of Sundar Bag.

shri Ananda Bag is a passionate and accomplished folk singer
and musician. As a lead performer of Aadi Dhun (Folk and Tribal
Musical Band of Odisha), he has performed in many prestigious
festivals organized by the State Government of Odisha, various
zonal centres, and Sangeet Matak Akademi, Mew Delhi. He has
trained many students. For his centribution in the field of folk
and tribal music of Odisha, Shri Ananda Bag has been felicitated
by many organizations and received several awards including
the Juhar Samman in 2020, and the Kalagram Samman in 2021.

Shri Ananda Bag receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to the folk music of Odisha.
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VEERASAMY SRINIVASAN

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award;
Puppetry, Puducherry
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Born on 7 April 1946 in Vizhidhiyur, Puducherry, Veerasamy
Srinivasan learnt the art of Puppetry from the Centre for
Cultural Resources and Training from which he has received
training support in Puppetry for education.

ShriSrinfvasan has participated in many programmes arganized by
the South Zone Cultural Centre in August 1990; Bharathotsavam
- 94 organized in Kerala in 1995; and in Istand Tourism Festival
in Andaman Micabar in 1998. He has participated in many public
awareness programmes through puppetry shows arganized by the
departments of health, social welfare, election and education
of Puducherry.

Shri Veerasamy Srinivasan receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to the art of Puppetry.
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DHODHE KHAN

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Music, Rajasthan

Born on 1 January 1932, 5hri Dhodhe Khan is a famous Algoja
player of Rajasthan. He lost his father Mir Khan when he was
only 10 years old in Khairpur village of Hyderabad (now in
Pakistan). 5o he visited Pir Mishri Jamal of Bheetghani school in
the village Kamara Sharif (now in Pakistan) to learn the art of
Algoja playing for six years.

Afterlearning the art, Shri Dhodhe Khan came back to his maternal
grandparents’ home in Doodiya village in Barmer, Rajasthan and
since then he has been carrying on his practice there presenting
his performances of Algaja playing continuously and is making
a living out of his art. Shri Dhodhe Khan has performed on
important occasions including the opening ceremony of the
Asiad in 1982, He has performed in many countries too, He is
an empanelled artist on All India Radio and the recardings of
Algoja that is heard occasionally on Radijo are mostly played by
him. It is because of his continuous sadhana (practice) that his
village has a distinct name among the other villages known for
their Algoja players such as Binjrad, Kundanpur, Burhan ka Tala,
Bhooniya, Bhalisar, Jhadpa, and Derasar.

5hri Dhodhe Khan receives the Sangeet Matak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to the folk music of Rajasthan as an
Algoja player.
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HAKIM KHAN

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Music, Rajasthan
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Born on 1 January 1940 in Hadwa village of Barmer district of
Rajasthan, Shri Hakim Khan imbibed the rich artistic heritage of
the Manganiyar tradition of folk music of Rajasthan. He received
his training in Kamaicha from his father Usman Khan.

Shri Hakim Whan scon achieved prominence as a performer of
Kamaicha - a string instrument of Rajasthan, performing in many
prestigious music festivals in India and abroad, and conducting
many workshops around the world. He alse has a nch repertoire
of folk sengs, jangra style songs, Meerabai, Tulsidas, Kalidas and
Surdas bhajans: He has given innumerable performances within
the country, and has worked with the eminent folklerist Shri
Komal Kothari of Rupayan Sansthan, Jodhpur for guite some
time as a Kamaicha teacher.

Shri Hakim Khan receives the Sangeet Matak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to the folk music of Rajasthan.
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YAPCHUNG KAZ|

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Arts, Sikkim

Born on 11 July 1937 in Tashiding village of West District of
Sikkim, Shri Yapchung Kazi imbibed the rich artistic heritage of
the Sikkimese Bhutiya tradition.

Shri Yapchung Kazi has been one of the pioneers in the field of folk
performing arts of the State of Sikkam. He has been instrumental
in setting up of All India Radio Station in Kurseong and later
in Gangtok, S5ikkim as well. He has been long associated with
preserving the ethnic Sikkimese Bhutia culture and tradition. He
has been often invited to workshops and seminars for generating
awareness among the youth about Sikkimese Bhutia culture and
traditions as well as preservation of Sikkimese Bhutia Language
and Literature. He has been a part of many local movies and
documentaries showcasing the tradition and culture of the
Sikkimese Bhutia community.

Shri Yapchung Kazi receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to the folk arts of Sikkim.
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AILAIAH EERAIAH OGGARI

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Music (Oggu Katha, Telangana)
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Bornon 1 January 1246 in Kurmapally village of Malgonda district
of Telangana, Shri Ailainh Eeraiah Ogeari imbibed the rich
musical tradition of the region at an early age. He has received
training of Oggu Katha from his father Shri Oggari Eeraiah.

Shri Allatah Eeralah Oggari soon achieved prominence as a
performer of Oggu Katha - a narrative art form of Telangana,
performing in many prestigious festivals in the 5tate and across
India, and conducting many werkshops around the State. He
has trained many students of the region. He has performed
Opgu Katha for All India Radio and Doordarshan. He has many
recardings of Ozgu Katha to his credit.

Shri Ailaiah Eeraiah Oggari receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amirit Award for his contribution to the art of Oggu Katha of
Telangana.
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BHAIRAB DATT TEWARI

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Music and Dance (Uttarakhand)

Born onm 5 January 1943 in Bamanswal in Almora District
of Uttarakhand, Shr Bhawrab Datt Tewari's name has been
synonymous with the Kumaoni folk tradition of music and dance
and he has particularly worked in the Ramleela tradition. He
has had training in folk dance, music, mstruments and theatre
of Kumaon, Uttarakhand from Molian Upreti, Bhola Datt Tewan,
Bansi Lal and Balram Thakur. He has also had the opportunity
of working with renowned theatre directors of NSD, Brij Mohan
Shah, Prem Matyani, Chaman Bagga and also the Mational Folk
Dance Ensemble Director Zohra Sehgal, and in the process he
has honed his choreography, stage acting, light and sound design
sensibility.

Shri Tewarj has broadcast programmes |ike the Uttarakhand folk
operas Rasik Ramol and Haru Heet on Doordarshan. He has also
published a book titled Smritiyon me Mohan Upreti in which
the ‘Swarlipi' on music notation is by Bhairab Tewari, and also
Kumaoni Shaili ki Ramleela aur Kalakaron ka Yogdaan by Hemant
Joshi in which the Swarlipi is by Bhairab Datt Tewari. He has
also attended several seminars and international art and falk
festivals in India and several other countries like Jordan, Tunisia
and Korea. He is a member of the Parvativa Kala Kendra. He
has participated in the Uttarakhand Folk Dance performance in
honour of the American President Jimmy Carter, at Shridharani
Gallery, Rashtrapati Bhawan.

Shri Bhairab Datt Tewari receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi

Amrit Award for his contribution to the falk music and dance of
Uttarakhand.
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JAGDISH DHAUNDIYAL

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Music, Uttarakhand

Born on 20 August 1944 in Diboli village of Pauri Garhwal district
of Uttarakhand, Shri Jagdish Dhaundiyal imbibed the rich
musical tradition of the region at an early age. He has received
training in Kathak dance from Shiri Hazari Lal of Jaipur Gharana
for 18 years.

He has worked as a Dance Director in Song and Drama Division
and presented approvimately 2500 shows of Kamayani - a dance-
drama, all over the country. He has performed for-All India Radio
and Doordarshan. In 1984 on the occasion of Republic Day, he
presented a dance chorecgraphy based on Gandhi Barshan.

Shr Jagdish Dhaundiyal receives the Sangeet Matak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to the folk music of Uttarakhand.
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Born on 1 January 1947 in Gwaldam village of Chamoli District of
Uttarakhand, Shri Narayan Singh Bisht imbibed the rich musical
tradition of the region at an early age. He has received training
in folk music from his father Govind Singh.

Waorking close to his roots in the social sector with the local
administration, he has carried forward the Jagar tradition of
Uttarakhand by his creative endeavour as an artist and singer.
He also has a rich repertoire of folk narratives, Jagar, as well
as Bhagnol, Nyoli of Kumaon region of Uttarakhand, and can
play folk musical instruments like the Hudka and Thaal, with
dexterity. He has represented his art in many local fairs and
festivals.

Shri Narayan Singh Bisht receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amirit Award for his contribution to the folk music of Uttarakhand.
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SALMON N.G.

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Folk Music, Manipur

Bornon 1 December 1938 in Ringui village of Ukhrul district of
Manipur, Shri Salmon N.G. imbibed the rich musical tradition of
the region at an early age. Shri Salmon N.G. received his initial
training in folk music from NG Khuso and later was groomed
under the guidance of N.G. Seising.

Shri Salmon N.G. has performed folk songs and dance extensively
in Manipur as well as in other States of the country. He has
trained many students of Ringui village. He has published his
biography in the year 2018 titled N.G. Salman Shart Life Story
and Ringui Nealei Ram and composed many folk songs.

Shri Salman M.G. receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for his contribution to the folk music of Manipur.
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GANESH PRASAD SINHA

-'] Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
| Overall Contribution in the Performing Arts
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Born on 1 January 1932 in Nawadah, Bihar, Shri Ganesh Prasad
Sinha has done his graduation from Patna Umiversity

He has directed around fifty plays for various institutions.
Praminent plays among the ones directed by him include Kanark,
Mani Goswami, Dhrinvswamini, Deevar Aur Qararen, Soordas,
Samrat Chandragupta, Bagal Ka Kirayedar, Naye Naye Raste,
Vijay ki Bela, among others. He had attended as an expert a
theatre production-oriented workshop arganized by UNICEF and
Kala Jagran in 2008.

Shri Sinha has been felicitated by the State Government of Bihar
as Bihar Ratna for his contribution, on the occasion of which
a monograph was also published in his honour. He has been
invited by Doordarshan and Akashwani as a special guest. The
Ministry of Defence, Government of India has honoured him for
his participation in a tableau; as also the Department of Culture
and Youth Welfare, Government of Bihar.

Shri Ganesh Prasad Sinha receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his overall contribution in the performing arts.
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ANANT MAHAPATRA
Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:

Born on 15 June 1936 tn Cuttack, Odisha, 5hri Anant Mahapatra
has been a versatile theatre personality. Beginning his foray
into the performing arts with the founding of Srujami in 1964,
he went on to establish two other iconic institutions - Utkal
Rangamancha’ Trust in 1997, and Theatre in Motion in 2013
ta popularise theatre and to showcase it both as an art and
an entertamment across the country. He has a D.litt from
Ravenshaw Unieersity in Odisha.

Shri Mahapatra has participated in plays since the inception
of AlR, Cuttack jn 1947. He has also been a theatre expert of
Sangeet MNatak Akademi, New Delhi. He was part of the Indian
Delegation to the 14th World Theatre Congress, London, 1971,
He has been a founder member of the Natya Shodh Sansthan,
one of the first Theatre Research Institutes in Calcutta, 1982.
He has been a Core Committee member for the Faculty of
Creative Arts and Design for |IT, Bhubaneswar, 2015, Shri Anant
Mahapatra has not only explored theatre and radio formats
but has contributed significantly to the medium of Film. He is
credited to have made the first feature length film for television
in India when he adapted ‘Mamu’ for Doordarshan in 1983, both
in Odia and Hindi.

Shri Mahapatra has been conferred with the Kabi Samrat Upendra
Bhanja ‘Samman' by Odisha Sangeet Natak Akademi in 2019.

Shri Anant Mahapatra receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit
Award for his averall contribition in the field of theatre.
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BHARATRATNA BHARGAVA

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Overall Contribution in the Performing Arts

Born on 25 January 1938 in Jalpur in Rajasthan, Shri Bharatratna
Bhargava has a Masters degree from Rajasthan University with
a First Division. He has trained with theatre personalities like
Ebralim Alkazi and Richard Osborne.

Shri Bhargava has been the Kulaguru of the Natyakulam Sansthan
in Jaipur, and has also served as Deputy Secretary in the Drama
Section of Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delh. Having produced
Hindi pregrammes for the B.B.C. External Services in London;
he has also been the programme executive for All India Radio
with Delhi and Indore; and lecturer in Hindi, L.B.5. College,
Rajasthan University. He has written, translated, and adapted
mare than 100 plays for All India Radio. He has been a visiting
faculty at the Mational School of Drama (NSD); Department of
Indian Theatre, Chandigarh University; Department of Theatre,
M.5. University, Baroda, etc. He has been associated with the
Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts, London. Shri Bhargava has
also several publications to his credit including Rang Habib,
and Bhartiva Rang Maneeshi. He is credited to have translated
all the 13 Sanskrit plays of Mahakavi Bhasa jnto Hindi, keeping
intact the poetic flavour with verse and meter.

Shri Bhargava has been conferred with the Kala Purodha
Samman by the Rajasthan Sangeet Natak Akademi, Jodhpur
He has recently been awarded the Tagore Mational Fellowship
for Cultural Research to work on a project 'Matyashastriya
Parampara aur Prayog’,

Shri Bharatratna Bhargava receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his overall contribution in the field of theatre,
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JUGAL KISHORE PETSALI
Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award;
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Bornon 7 September 1946 in Chital village, Almora district of
Uttarakhand, Shri Jugal Kishore Petsali received traiming in folk
music from Shri Mohan Singh Rithagar, eminent folk artist and
scholar of Uttarakhand.

Shri Jugal Kishore Petsali is a well-known writer, director and
scholar of Uttarakhand. He has authored many books including
the Rajula-Malusai Madhya Himalaya Ki Amar Prem Gatha
and Jai Bala Goriya, being folk tales of Uttarakhand. He has
directed and documented a documentary on Rajula-Malusahi
for Deordarshan, Delhi. He has directed many plays including
Naulakha Diwan, Jai Moag Nanda, and Dharati Sarag Baranli which
wan first prize in national theatre festival. He has written poetry
extensively in Kumauni language and published voluminous folk
literature in Hindi and Kumauni languages. He has also written a
light and sound play Yug Purush Gandhi for the Infoermation and
Broadcasting Ministry ef the Government of India. He has also
served as a Council Member of the Information and Broadcasting
Ministry of the Government of India, All India Radio, and the
Culture Department, Uttarakhand.

For his contribution in the field of perfarming arts and literature
he has been bestowed with the Kumauni Gaurav Samman,

Shri Jugal Kishore Petsali receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his overall contribution ta the performing arts
of Uttarakhand,
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VENKATA ANANDA KUMARA RANGARAQ

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Overall Contribution in the Performing Arts

Born on 11 May 1939 in Madras in Tamil Nadu, Shri Rangarao
Venkata Ananda Kumara Rangarao s a Bharatanatyam dancer
who has been trained under the tutelage of Guru Vazhuwur
Ramaiah Fillal in the Vazhuvur Bani or style.

He has contributed to collections of film songs as LPS in Telugu,
Hindi, Tamil, Kannada and Malayalam languages. As a journalist
he contributed to Telugu and English dailies and published in
Telugu the books Alapana, maro Alapana and Ragamalika, He
was sent by the Government of India as a delegate to USSR in
1978.

shri Venkata Ananda Kumara Rangarao receives the Sangeet
Matak Akademi Amrit Award for his overall contribution in the
perfarming arts.
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PRABHAKAR BHANUDAS MANDE

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Scholarship in the Performing Arts
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Born on 16 December 1933 In Maharashtra, Shri Prabhakar
Bhanudas Mande 15 3 senior research scholar in folklore, folk
culture and literature. He received his B.A. and M.A. degrees
in Marathi Language in the year 1959 from Osmama University,
Hyderabad. In 1967 he was awarded a PhD in the field of
Analytical Studies of Folklore by the then Marathwada University,
Aurangabad, Maharashtra.

5hri Prabhakar Mande started his career in 1955 as a teacher in
the Government Schoel in Pishor, Aurangabad. He then joined as
a lecturer in Shivaji College, became a Reader in Marathwada
University for 17 years and retired as a senior Professor in 1993.
He has several Marathi books to his credit including Gawgadyn
Baher, Ramkathechi Maukhik Paromapara, Lok Rangbhoomi,
Mangani Thaynche Magte. Through his various publications
he has brought the hidden aspects of folk culture, knowledge
and art to the wrban people and throush Br Babasaheb
Ambedkar Marathwada University included these studies jn the
postgraduation level in 1973. He established the Loksahitya
Research Centre and has through it offered a platform to the
young generation o study folklore and conduct research on
it. Warious social projects of tribal uplift in Maharashtra have
taken inspiration from the well documented narratives set by Dr
Mande's research.

He has been bestowed with awards such as the Lak Shahir
Annabhau Sathe Jeevan Gaurav by the Government of
Maharashtra.

Shri Prabhakar Bhanudas Mande receives the Sangeet Natak

Akademi Amrit Award for his contribution to scholarship in the
folk arts of Maharashtra.
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BHAGWATILAL RAJPUROHIT

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Scholarship in the Performing Arts

Born on 2 November 1943 in village Chandodiya, district Dhar,
Madhya Pradesh, Bhagwatilal Rajpurohit was brought up in a
traditional environment. With continuous creative writing and
research in various genres including Sanskrit, Hindi, ancient
tustory, folk literature as well as postry, dramas, novels, his
directions kept getting wider. The confluence of new and ancient
can be seen and tested in his creations. In this way he has made
his mark in different fields.

Shri Bhagwatilal Rajpurohit is known for his well-researched
writings. Shri Rajpurohit, who has been continuously writing on
subjects related to literature and culture in Sanskrit, Hindi and
Malvi, is a strong spokespersan of the new and ancient cultural
streams. He has worked as a Director, Vikramaditya Shodh
Peeth, Ujjain for 10 years, and a Professor at Sandipani Ashram,
Lijain on Hindi, Sanskrit, and Ancient History for 38 years.
He has published more than a hundred books including Malwi
Sanskriti Aur Sehitya, more than 50 dramas - some unpublished
but almost all staged. He has also written a Sanskrit drama
titled Samarth Vikramaditya: His play Kalidas Charitam has
been staged in Sanskrit, Hindi and Malwi,

Shri Bhagwatilal Rajpurohit receives the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Amrit Award for his contribution to scholarship in Indian theatre.
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Sangeet Natak Akademi

National Academy of Music, Dance and Drama, New Delhi

Sangeet Natok Akademi, tha apex body In the field of performing arts in the country, was set up in 1953 for the
preservation and promotion of the vast intongible heritoge of India’s diverse culture expressed in forms of music,
dance and drama. The management aof the Akadem|vestsin its General Council. The Chairman of the Akademi is
appointed by the President of India for a term of five years. The functions of the Akademi are set down in the
Akademi's Memorandum of Association, adopted ot its registration as a society on 11 September 1961. The
registered office of the Akademiis at Rabindra Bhavan, 3& Feroze Shah Road, New Delhl. Sangeet Natak Akademi
is an autonomous body of the Ministry of Culture, Government of India. Sangeet Natak Akademl now has three
canstituent units, two of these being donce-teaching institutions: the Jowaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance
Academy (JNMDA) at imphal, and Kathak Kandra in Delhi. INMDA has its arigin in the Manipur Dance College
established by the Government of India in April 1954, Funded by the Akademi since Its inception, it bacame a
constituent unit of the Akademi in 1957, Similarly Kathak Kendra is one of the leading teaching institutions in
Kathak dance. Located in Delhi, it offars courses at various levals in Kothak danece and in vocal music and
Pakhawa.

Besides Lhe constituent units, the Akademi presently has five canlras:

1. Kutiyattam Kendra, Thiravananthapuram for preserving and promoting the age-old Sanskrit thectre of
Keralo, Kutiyattarm.

2. Sattriya Kendra, Guwahati for pramoting the Sattriva traditions of Assam,

3. North-East Centre, Guwahati for preserving the traditional and folk performing art traditions of north-

sastern India,

North-East Documeantation Centre, Agartalo for festival and field documentation in the Narth-east

Chhau Kendra, Chandankiyari for promoting the Chhou Dances of eastern India

Al

The Sangeet Notok Akademi Awards are the highest national recognition conferred on practising artists, The
Akademi also confers Fellowships on eminent artists and scholars of music, dance and dramag; and has in 2006
instituted annual awards to young artists - the Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puroskar. The Akademi's archive,
comprising oudio and video tapes, photographs, and films Is one of the |argest In
the country and isextensively drawn upon for research inthe performing arts.

Akademi Officials

Sandhya Purecha, Chairman
Joravarsinh Jadav, Vice-Chairman
Raju Das, Secretary



Natik Azadik,
Akademl At pMahotsay T 2024 INDIA
B T

Covamimae| of |k

—

g Ministry of Cullura W%Hmw 7/:1-’-” G’) w




