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Speech of HMSJE for the Event Nashe se Azaadi to be held on
04.08.2022

Today on this auspicious occasion, | am very happy to address the
people of this nation through our esteemed educational institutions.
| want to use this platform where we are connected to talk about
NashaMukt Bharat Abhiyaan.

We must realise the significance of running this national level
campaign. Why do we need a campaign focusing on generating
awareness about drug demand reduction? Why are we so focused

on propagating the message of a drug free india?

Substance use disorders are a serious problem adversely affecting
the social fabric of the country. Dependence to any substance not
only affects the individual’s health but also disrupts their families
and the whole society. Regular consumption of various
psychoactive substances leads to dependence of the individual.
Some substance compounds may lead to neuro-psychiatric
disorders, cardiovascular diseases, as well as accidents, suicides
and violence. Therefore, substance use and dependence needs to

be viewed as a psycho-social-medical problem.

It is our responsibility from the bureaucrats to the community to
individuals to make this India drug sensitised and as the
torchbearers of NashaMukt Bharat Abhiyaan, currently | am

pleased to address the youth of this nation through this video



conference. | will be discussing the importance of this campaign
first. NashaMukt Bharat Abhiyaan was launched on 15th August
2020, almost 2 years ago with the aim of creating an army of youth,
women and community who are self-reliant and well informed about
the ill effects of substance use. The campaign through its innovative
programmes in the form of nukkadnataks, cycle rallies, competitions
and wall paintings have penetrated through the existing social

conditioning and made a revolution.

This revolution should not die down, this should get more energy
and create a fire that will light the way for those people who are
affected by substance use disorders. As torchbearers for this
abhiyaan we should become a well informed citizen and inculcate

behaviour in ourselves such as empathy, courage and acceptance.

Under the NashaMukt Bharat Abhiyaan, we want to imagine
aneutopian country where everyone gets treatment facility, access
to rehabilitation and an inclusive environment for the betterment of
everyone without discrimination and stigma. This social problem of
substance abuse is weaved into the fabric of our country through
traditional practices and has been popularised through mass media
channels which has made it desensitised to the plight of the
affected population. | believe that it is often stated that this social
problem cannot be eradicated but through collective effort, | truly
visualise a nation where this problem will be solved. We are moving

towards this vision with every step we take through this Abhiyaan.



If we can eradicate social problems such as sati pratha and child
marriage through continuous effort, |1 believe that we can also
remove the impact of substance use from the fabric of our social
settings. Everyone should come together with a strong will and
believe in the future of a drug sensitised country. With every drop of

water, we will surely create a wave of change.



