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“Ownership of land and houses 
plays a big role in the development 
of the country. When there is a 
record of property, citizens gain 
confidence.  

- PM Narendra Modi
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SVAMITVA (Survey of Villages and Mapping with 
Improvised Technology in Village Areas) has 
been envisioned as a Central Sector Scheme to 
provide an integrated inhabited(abadi) property 
ownership solution for rural India. The Pilot Phase 
of the Scheme was launched by the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister on 24th April 2020 on the occasion of 
the National Panchayati Raj Day. 

The demarcation of rural inhabited land is done 
using Drone Surveying technology with the 
collaborative efforts of the Ministry of Panchayati 
Raj, Survey of India, National Informatics Centre 
(NIC), State Revenue Departments and State 
Panchayati Raj Departments. This will provide 
the ‘record of rights’ to village household owners 
in the form of Property Cards/Title Deeds.

Introduction
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Since independence, government surveys of 
rural land have been restricted to agricultural 
land. In several states the inhabited areas of 
villages – known as “abadi” land in Uttar Pradesh 
and Madhya Pradesh, “lal dora” land in Punjab 
and Haryana, “gaothan” land in Maharashtra and 
Gujarat, among others – have largely remained 
out of the purview of such surveys. 

As a result, many village communities across India 
do not possess record of rights, and their claim 
of ownership over land in “abadi” area depends 
largely on their actual possession of the property. 

In the absence of a legal document, the owners 
of the properties in the rural areas are not able 
to utilize their own property as a financial asset 
for the purpose of availing loans from banks. 

Therefore, to provide the right of the property to 
the household owner backed by the amendments 
in State Land Revenue Code/Acts, there is a need 
to use technology to provide benefits to the rural 
households.

Need for Reform
Chapter 1
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Broad Objectives
Chapter 2
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Glimpses of various stages 
in SVAMITVA Scheme

Chapter 3

Signing of MoU

Establishing Fixed Points

Drone Survey

Sample of Final Property Card Generated

CORS Station Setup

Marking on ground

Feature Extraction

IEC- Wall painting

Generation of Maps

Dispute Resolution

Organising Gam Sabha
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Samples of Property Cards
Chapter 4

Karnataka

Maharastra
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Uttar Pradesh

Madhya Pradesh
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SVAMITVA is Leveraging 
Technology at Scale- CORS 
& Drones

Chapter 5

Survey grade drones along 
with Continuous Operating 
Referencing System (CORS) 
network to quickly create 
high-resolution maps. 

The high-resolution images 
enable easy recognition of own plots’ dimensions.

A total of 500-600 Drone Teams employing 
approx. 2000 skilled manpower to cover the 
entire country.

High quality Survey Grade 
UAVs/Drones enable 
generation of maps on 
a scale of 1:500 with an 
accuracy of +/- 5 cms.
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Creation of Public 
Infrastructure of 567 CORS 
stations, i.e. a geo-positioning 
infrastructure, which can be 
used to replace the chain 
surveys practiced in several 
States.

This will also have spill over benefits for all 
departments in the estimation and checking of 
public works.
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SVAMITVA is Leveraging 
Technology at Scale- 
Digi-Locker & Dashboard
SVAMITVA  Dashboard
Online Monitoring System - A centralized 
online monitoring and reporting dashboard 
for real-time progress monitoring of SVAMITVA 
implementation.
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DigiLocker App

Property cards are now available in 
DigiLocker app. 

Beneficiaries can now view and 
download the property card through 
the DigiLocker App.
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Coverage
Chapter 6

• Pilot Phase in nine states- Andhra 
Pradesh, Haryana, Karnataka, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh 
and Uttarakhand.

• Implementation in phases – 
Coverage of nearly 6.62 lakh 
villages.

• 50,000 villages targeted to be 
covered from April 2020-March 
2021 and remaining villages across 
the country from 2021-25.



13MERI SAMPATTI MERA HAQ

Broad Activities of the Scheme Include
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Launch of the Property 
Card Distribution by 
Hon’ble Prime Minister

Chapter 7

As a first milestone of the Scheme the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister launched the 
physical distribution of Property Cards to 
about 1 lakh Property Owners of 763 villages 
of six Pilot Phase States (Maharashtra, 
Karnataka, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand and Madhya Pradesh) on 11th 
October 2020.
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SVAMITVA Led Benefits 
for the Property Owners & 
Rural Landscape

Chapter 8

SVAMITVA scheme envisions direct, long-term 
impact on the residents of the rural India.

Four Identified broad areas of Impact
 

02 

Reformed 
Land 

Governance 

Socio 
Economic 

Upliftment 

Regulated 
Property 
Markets 

03 

Sustainable 
Habitats 

04 

Economic 
Growth 

Better 

Planning 

Increase in 
Property Tax 

Collected 

01 
Inclusive 
Society 

Towards Atmanirbhar Bharat 

through SVAMITVA Property 

Cards in Rural Areas 

Outcomes of the Scheme

Outputs of the Scheme



16 MERI SAMPATTI MERA HAQ

Throughout the history, scholars and 
development specialists have linked ‘Access to 
Property Rights’ with ‘Improvement in socio-
economic standards of vulnerable population in 
villages’. The SVAMITVA Scheme aims to enable 
the same.

Land is an essential resource for any economic 
activity aimed at creation of material wealth in 
the world. Lack of clearly demarcated Abadi area 
has led to high number of land-conflict cases. As 
per reports, millions of people suffer the impact 
of land conflicts across India and the World. The 
SVAMITVA Scheme aims to address the root 
cause for disputes at local level.

Inclusive Society

Land Governance

SVAMITVA Led Benefits 
for the Property Owners & 
Rural LandsAcape
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Creation of High-resolution digital maps for better 
Gram Panchayat Development Plans (GPDP) 
leading to improvement across infrastructure like 
schools, community health centres, rivers, street 
light, roads etc. through efficient allocation of 
funds and increased accessibility.

Sustainable Habitats

The key outcome is to help people monetize their 
property as collateral. Furthermore, a boost to 
India’s economic growth through streamlining of 
Property tax, in States where it is levied leading 
to increase in investments and ease of doing 
business`. 

Economic Growth
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Success Stories
Chapter 9

Smt. Ramrati, a women 
household owner in 
village Mohammadpur 
Chauki, tehsil Nawabganj 
of district Barabanki of 
Uttar Pradesh has availed 
the loan of Rs.20,000 for 
the repair of her house 
and purchase of a hand cart to further augment 
her business.

Sh. Rambharose Vishvakarma 
of village Abgaonkala of  
Harda district of Madhya 
Pradesh has received a  
compensation of Rs.21.14 lakh 
on the basis of Property card 
under SVAMITVA Scheme 
against the land acquired for 
the building of National highway.

Loan availed under SVAMITVA Scheme
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Success Stories from Villages of Jhansi 
District of Uttar Pradesh 
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Settlement of long pending disputes between 
Sh. Tejpal and Sh  Dharam Singh of Village 
Naukragrant of Haridwar District.
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Reaping the benefits of SVAMITVA Scheme, property owners 
constructed Home Stays on their Land in Goda Village, District Pauri

Completed construction of Home Stay in Goda Village, District Pauri
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Rural Land & Property: 
Before and After 
SVAMITVA

Chapter 10
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Property Card 
Distribution - Milestones

Chapter 11

Property Card distribution in Uttar Pradesh on 26th January 2021

Few glimpses of Property Card distribution from 
the states.
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Property Card distribution in Uttarakhand on 26th January 2021

•  Till 24.04.2021, approx. 7 lakh Property Cards/
Title deeds have been issued in nearly 7500 
villages in the States of Haryana, Karnataka, 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, 
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand.

•  Till  12.02.2021, approx. 3.04 lakh Property 
Cards/Title deeds have been issued in 
nearly 2433 villages in the States of Haryana, 
Karnataka, MP, Maharashtra, UP, UK.
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Chapter 12

Endorsements : Government

Hon’ble Prime Minister Interacting with Hon’ble Chief Ministers for 
SVAMITVA Scheme on 24 April 2021
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The Hon’ble Prime Minister of India
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The Hon’ble Minister of Panchayati Raj
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The Hon’ble Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh

The Hon’ble Chief Minister of Haryana
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The Hon’ble Chief Minister of Uttarakhand
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Endorsements : Media
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There is a lot of excitement and cursiosity 
among the residents of the villages for 
the SVAMITVA scheme. Residents have 
known the reality of their land holdings 
during the chunna marking stage. The 
scheme has been under a lot of discussion 
among the village residents and some of 
the beneficiaries have also availed bank 

loans for constructing homestays. 
Residents are quite happy with the 
property cards they have received.

It is a matter of pride for the village to be 
able to reap benefits of the scheme. There 
was no dispute during the chunna marking 
stage and people have complete trust in 

the level of technology being used 
and transparency in the processes 
involved.

“

“
Smt. Suman Godiyal, 
Gram Pradhan, Goda Village, 
Pauri Garhwal, Uttarakhand

Vishwanath Krushna Mujumale,  
Former Sarpanch, Kondhapur Village, 
Pune, Maharashtra

Endorsements : Gram Panchayat
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Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
Government of India


